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PREFACE  BY  THE  EDJTOlt. 


^,t|4jl  LIMITED  edition  o(  Aa  ■'  Li;geiida  uf  the 
n^^pll  Conquest  of  Spiun,"  wiiii  which  tlu£  voluimi 
BKm  cuntmenceB,  was  publiaheil  in  IS35.  These 
l.t^e.ncig,  consiBting  of  the  "  Legcud  iil*  JAin  Jtuder- 
ii'lt,"  the  ■■  I,«gend  of  the  Subjugation  ol'  Spain," 
the  "  Le^nd  of  Count  Julian  and  his  Family," 
formed  No.  ITI.  of  the  "  Crayon  Mincellany."  For 
the  Chronii;les  which  follow  them,  with  the  cxcoptjon 
of  "  Abdcrahman  "  and  "  Spanish  Romance,"  which 
have  appeared  in  the  "  Knickerbocker  Mii{;iuine,'' 
I  have  drawn  upon  the  unpublished  manusiTipts  of 
Mr.  Irving,  bequiiathed  to  luu  by  hia  will.  This  por- 
lioD  of  the  volume  is  illuatrativc  of  Um  wars  be- 
tween the  Spaniards  and  the  Moors,  and  consiets  of 
the  "  Legend  of  Pelayo,"  the  "  Clironicle  of  Count 
Feman  Cionzalez,"  the  most  illustrious  hero  of  hin 
epoch,  who  united  the  kingdona  of  I*eon  and  Ciw- 
tile  i  and  the  "  Chronicle  of  Fernando  the  Saint,'' 
that  renowned  champion  of  the  faith,  under  whoni 
th«  greater  part  of  Spain  was  rescued  from  the 
Muors.  t  have  selected  these  themes  from  a  mass  of 
UDpabliahed  manuscript  that  came  into  luy  hands  at 


vi  PREFACE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 

the  dentb  of  Mr.  IrviDg,  because  they  bore  the  im- 
prew  ot'  being  most  nearl)',  though  not  tiilly.  pre- 
pared for  the  press,  unil  because  the/  had  Ibr  hjm  a 
special  &sciiiatioD,  arising  ■□  part,  perhaps,  from  hu 
long  residence  in  that  romantic  country.  "  These  old 
Moriaco-Spanish  subjecta  "  —  is  the  language  of  one 
ni  his  publinhed  letters  —  '■  have  a  charm  that  maken 
me  content  to  write  about  them  at  half  price.  They 
have  so  much  that  ia  high-minded,  and  chiTalroii!>, 
and  quaint,  and  picturesque,  and  at  tioies  half  comic, 
about  them." 
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SPANISH  BOMANCE. 

SpMUih  Komuce  

htgtxii  tA  Don  Mnniu  Suidio  it  Hinojou 


ll^r^IlEW  events  in  hiatory  haro  been  bo  original 

Pf*^^-^  and  so  ovenrhelming  utii]  enduring  in  their 
consequences,  as  that  of  the  conquest  of  Spain  by  the 
Snrmcens ;  yet  there  are  few  where  iLe  motives,  nnJ 
characters,  and  actions  of  the  agent*  have  been  eu- 
reJoped  in  moTU  doubts  and  contradiction.  As  in  the 
metuoraWe  stoiy  of  the  "  Fall  of  Troy."  we  ha»e  to 
make  out,  aa  well  as  we  can,  the  veritable  details 
through  the  mists  of  poetic  fiction ;  yet  poetry  has 
so  combined  iUelf  with,  and  lent  its  magic  coloring  to 
evtry  feet,  that  t«  strip  it  away  would  be  to  reduce 
the  slory  In  a  me^re  skeleton  and  rob  it  of  all  its 
charms.  The  stomi  of  Moslem  invasion  that  swept 
so  mddenly  over  the  peninsula,  silenced  fur  a  time 
the  fkiut  TCHce  of  the  Mujie,  and  drove  the  sons  of 
leandng  from  their  cells.  The  pen  was  thrown  aside 
to  grasp  the  sword  and  spear,  and  men  were  too 
much  taken  up  with  battlinjr  against  the  evils  which 
beset  them  on  every  side,  to  find  time  or  inclination 
lo  record  them. 

When  the  nation  had  recovered   in  some  degree 


I 


frinii  the  cflecte  of  this  astounding  blow,  or  ratlier 
liiid  become  ncciisloiued  to  the  tremendous  reverse 
which  it  produced,  and  sage  nieii  sought  to  inquire 
mid  writv  tbe  particulars,  it  was  too  late  to  ascertain 
them  in  their  exact  verity.  Thf  gloom  and  tnel- 
ancholy  that  had  overshadowed  the  land  had  given 
birth  to  a  thousand  superstitious  fancies ;  the  woes 
and  terrors  of  the  past  were  clothed  with  super- 
natural  miracles  and  portents,  and  the  actors  in  the 
fearful  drama  hod  already  assumed  the  dubious  char- 
acteristics of  romance.  Or  If  a  wril«r  from  among 
the  coDquerora  undertook  to  touch  apon  the  Lheme, 
it  was  eobetlishcd  nith  all  the  wild  extravagances 
of  an  oriental  imagination,  which  afterwards  stole 
into  the  graver  works  of  the  monkish  historians. 

Hence,  the  earliest  chronicles  which  treat  of  the 
downfall  of  Spiun,  are  apt  lo  be  tinctured  with  those 
Mintly  miracles  which  savor  of  the  piona  labon  of 
the  cloister,  or  those  fanciful  fictions  that  betray 
their  Arabian  authors.  Yet  ftom  these  apocryphal 
sources  (he  most  legitimate  and  accredited  Spanish 
histories  have  taken  their  rise,  as  pure  rivers  may  be 
traced  up  to  the  fens  and  inantlcd  pools  of  a  moraai. 
It  is  true,  the  authors,  with  cautious  discrimination, 
have  discarded  those  particulars  too  startling  for 
belief^  and  have  culled  only  such  as.  from  their' 
probahiliCy  and  congruity,  might  be  safely  reeorded 
M  historical  facts;  yet.  scarce  one  of  these  but  has 
been  connected  in  the  original  with  some  rotaantic 
fiction,  and,  even  in  its  divorced  Mate,  bears  traces 
of  its  former  al&ance. 


To  discard,  however,  everytliiiig  wild  and  marvel- 
ous in  this  portiuu  of  Spanish  history,  is  Lo  discard 
sonie  of  its  mmt  Iteautitul,  iaatructive,  aud  nattoaal 
featurei;  it  is  lu  Judge  of  Spain  by  the  atiiridiird  ul' 
piobabilitj'  suited  to  tamtr  and  more  proaaic  i^ouii- 
trke.  Spain  is  virtaally  a  land  of  poetry  and  ro- 
mance, where  avery-day  life  partakes  of  ailventure, 
Mid  where  the  least  agitalion  or  excitement  carries 
ererytfaing  up  intji  extravagant  enterprizc  and  daring 
exploit.  The  Spaniards,  in  all  ages,  have  been  of 
iwelling  and  bri^^gart  spirit,  soaring  io  thought,  pom- 
pous in  word,  and  valiant,  thoogh  vaingUiriuus,  in 
<leed.  Their  heroic  aims  have  transcended  the  cooler 
voQceptions  of  their  neighbors,  and  their  reckless  dar- 
ing has  borne  them  on  lo  achievements  which  prudent 
enterprise  coold  oever  have  accomplished.  Since 
the  time,  too,  of  the  conquest  and  occupation  of 
their  country  by  the  Arabs,  a  strong  infiiHion  of 
oriental  magnificence  has  entered  into  the  national 
character,  and  rendered  the  Spaniard  distinct  from 
every  other  nation  of  Europe. 

In  the  li^uwiiig  pages,  therefore,  the  author  has 
ventured  to  dip  more  deeply  into  the  euchanted 
fbunlains  of  old  Spanish  cliroajcle  than  haa  DBually 
been  doue  by  those  who,  in  modern  times,  have 
treated  of  the  eventful  period  of  the  Conquest :  but 
in  M  doing,  he  trusts  he  will  illustrate  mure  fully 
the  i^iantcter  of  the  people  and  the  times.  He  has 
thought  proper  to  tliniw  these  records  into  the  form 
of  Irgends,  not  claiming  lor   lliem  the  authenticity 
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of  aober  hiatoiy,  yet  giving  nothing  that  ba<  not 
hietorico]  IbuDdailJon.  All  the  favt«  herein  von- 
tained,  however  extruvagant  sutut.'  ot'  ihem  may  be 
deemed,  will  be  fbuutl  in  the  worka  of  sage  and 
reverend  chronitlerfl  of  yore,  growing  side  bj  ride 
with  long-acknowledged  truths,  and  might  be  BUp- 
ported  by  learned  and  unpOEing  references  in  Uie 
niBi^in. 
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|PAIN,  or  Iherk  an  it   vh\h  •-aUcii   in  nu- 
it  duyi,  hiu  been  a  country   tiuriwiuv) 

I  frum   tliu  earliot  timrn  by  th"  inviul«r. 

TIk  Ceita,  lite  Greekii,  tiin  Phuniinauit,  thn  (^r- 
■,  bjr  wnu  or  iiitiuluii«uu*ly,  inlWiiK"''  <" 
k  dtDTe  tlw  uuivs  Iberiiui*  frnm  tlivir 
I,  and  eUobtUlMyl  iirlrniin*  anil 
ii  the  bod.  It  anlw!<|ii«i>tly  fell 
■to  dw  ■Ipwpiig  ptnm  af  Bmbs,  muuMag 
Atmhc  daea  wtijigitri  {Mvriwn;  muI  when 
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voted  oaanUT,  and  portioned  out  the  k»1  among 
tbem. 

Their  sway  was  not  of  long  dnraUon.  In  t&e 
GfUi  century  the  Goths,  who  were  then  the  allies 
of  Bome.  nndertook  the  reoonquest  of  Iberia,  and 
sooceeded.  after  a  desperate  etm^e  of  three 
jeftn'  dorstion.  Thej  drove  before  them  the  bar- 
baroiu  hordes,  their  predceessors,  inlermarried 
and  mcorpormted  tbemsdvee  with  the  original  in- 
liabitants.  and  foonded  a  powerful  and  splendid 
empire,  comprisiag  the  Iberian  peninsula,  the  an- 
cient Narbonnaisa,  afterwards  calle<l  G^ia  Gotka, 
or  Gothic  Gaol,  and  a  part  of  the  A&ican  coast 
called  Tin^tania.  A  new  nation  was,  in  a  manner, 
produced  by  this  mixture  of  the  Goths  and 
Iberiana.  Sprang  ftttin  a  union  of  warrior  races, 
reared  and  nurtured  amidst  the  din  of  arma,  the 
Gothic  Spaniards,  if  they  may  bo  be  termed,  were 
a  warlike,  nnqaiet,  yet  higfa-tuinded  and  heroic 
people.  Their  simple  and  abstemious  habits, 
their  contempt  for  toil  and  suflering,  and  their 
love  of  daring  enterprise,  fitted  them  for  a  soldier's 
life.  So  addicted  were  they  to  war  that,  when 
they  had  no  external  foes  to  contend  with,  they 
fboght  with  one  another :  and,  when  engaged  in 
bottle,  saje  au  old  clironicler,  the  very  thunders 
and  lightnings  of  heaven  could  not  separate  th^m.* 

For  two  centuries  itnd  a  half  the  Gothic  power 
remaned  unshaken,  and  the  sceptre  was  wielded 
by  twenty-five  successive  kings.  The  crown  was 
elective,  in  a  counol  of  palatines,  composed  of 


I 


THE  LBQEliD   OF  DON  HODKSirK  3 

the  UBhops  and  nobles,  who,  whiln  tlu'v  sw.in! 
kUegiaoce  to  the  Di-wly  miLiJo  MivnrulKii.  IkhiikI 
bim  by  a  redpnxsl  oath  lo  bo  fnilhriil  to  hi»  Irimt. 
Their  choice  waa  mnilo  fmra  iiniong  tho  p(Hi|il(>, 
subject  uDly  ta  onL>  ooiiditioii,  tbut  thu  king  xhiiiild 
be  of  pure  Gothic  blood.  But  though  tliu  cmwii 
Wis  elective  in  priaciple,  itgrwiiiiitly  btwaino  hcrwi- 
itary  from  usage,  and  the  power  ol'  tliti  Novcrcifpi 
grew  to  be  almost  absolutu.  Thu  kiug  whb  coin- 
mander-iii'chief  of  the  armiei  ;  the  whole  |iiitronu(^ 
of  the  kingdom  was  in  his  handx ;  ho  BimimoiKHl 
and  (U^olred  llie  natinDuI  eouucilx  ;  he  niuile  and 
i«T<Ae>l  laws  aocording  to  liis  pluiuurp  ;  niid, 
kafing  Mclntaalial  ■upreoiacjr,  lie  cxerciii«d  a 
fwaj  evM  over  the  coDtdeacem  ot  hii  aubjecia. 

Tbe  GoUm.  at  the  lime  of  (heir  ioroail,  wen 
ita«t  adhennta  of  the  Aran  doetrintM ;  bul  Bfl«r 
a  Ine  Ihej  aiHhraM,d  ths  Calbotio  fiutJt,  which 
wa»  mmmUlmti  bgr  ifce  attire  Spuiknla  free  from 
mmf  *d  A»  pvm  aopsnCitiaaa  of  tbe  Churrb  U 
fcwid,  1*4  tUa  nOtf  at  faiUi  oaalribwUxl  nutro 
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Such  was  the  slate  of  Spain  wlion,  in  ihe  year 
of  Redemption  701,  Witiza  was  elected  to  the 
Gothic  throne.  The  beginning  of  his  reign  gave 
pramiae  of  happy  days  to  Spain.  He  redressed 
grievances,  moderated  the  tributes  of  his  BnbjecU, 
and  conducted  himself  with  mingled  mildness  and 
energy  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.  In  a 
little  while,  however,  he  threw  off  the  mssk,  and 
showed  himself  in  his  true  nature — cruel  and 
luxurious. 

Two  of  his  relatives,  sons  of  a  preceding  king, 
awakoued  his  jctalousy  for  tlie  security  of  hu 
throne.  One  of  them,  named  Favila,  Duke  of 
Cantabria,  lie  put  to  death,  and  would  have  in- 
flicted the  same  fete  upon  his  son  Pelajo,  but 
that  the  youth  was  beyond  his  reach,  being  pre- 
served by  Provideute  for  the  fiiture  salvation  of 
Spain.  The  ottier  object  of  bis  suspicion  was 
Tlieodofredo,  who  lived  redred  from  court.  The 
violence  of  Witiza  reached  him  even  in  his  retire- 
ment. His  eyes  were  put  out,  and  he  was  im- 
mured within  a  castle  at  Cordova.  Roderick,  the 
youthful  son  of  Theodofredo,  escai>ed  to  Italy, 
where  he  received  protection  from  the  Komana. 

Witiia,  now  considering  himself  secure  upon 
the  throne,  gave  the  reins  to  his  licentious  passions, 
and  soon,  by  his  tyranny  and  sensuality,  acquir^ 
the  appellation  of  Witiza  the  Wicked.  Despising 
the  old  Gothic  continence,  and  yielding  to  the 
oiamplc  of  the  sect  of  Mahomet,  which  suited 
his  loaciviouB  temperament,  he  indulged  in  a 
plurality  of  wives  and  ooncubines,  encouraging 
his  subjects  to  do  the  same.    Nay,  be  even  sought 


I 


I 


TBE  LEGEND    OF  DON  RODERICK. 


to  gain  the  sanction  of  the  Church  to 
promui^tiDg  a  law  by  which  the  clergy  were  re- 
leased horn  their  rows  of  celibacy,  and  permitted 
to  marry  and  Co  eutertain  paramours. 

The  sovereign  Pontiff  Constantine  threatened 
10  depose  and  excommunicale  him,  uuless  he 
abrognied  this  licen^ous  law ;  but  Witiza  set  Uin 
al  defiance,  threatening,  like  his  Gothic  predecessor 
Alaric,  to  assail  the  eternal  city  with  his  troops, 
and  make  spoil  of  her  accumulated  treasures.' 
"  We  will  adorn  our  damsels,"  said  he,  "  with  the 
jewels  of  Kome,  and  replenish  our  coSers  from 
the  mint  of  St.  Peter." 

Some  of  the  clergy  opposed  themselves  to  the 
innovating  spirit  of  the  monarch,  and  endeavored 
from  the  pnlptle  to  rally  the  people  to  the  pure 
doctiines  of  their  faith  ;  bnt  they  were  deposed 
from  their  sacred  office,  and  banished  as  fteditious 
misdi ief-make re.  The  church  of  Toledo  continued 
refi'BCtoty ;  the  Archbishop  Sindaredo,  it  is  true, 
was  disposed  to  accommodate  himself  Co  the  cor- 
mptionsof  the  times,  but  the  prebendaries  buttled 
intrepidly  ag^nsC  the  new  laws  of  the  moiiaich, 
and  stood  manfully  in  defense  of  their  vows  of 
chastity-  "  Since  the  church  of  Toledo  will  not 
yield  itself  to  our  will,"  said  Witiza,  "  it  shall  have 
two  husbands."  So  saying,  he  appointed  his  own 
Itrother  Oppas,  at  that  time  archbishop  of  Seville, 
to  take  a  seat  with  Sindaredo  in  the  episco)>al 
chair  of  Toledo,  and  made  liim  pi-imate  of  Spiun. 
He  was  a  prieat  after  his  own  heart,  and  secondeil 
him  in  nil  his  profligate  abuses. 


drflL  de  Lniprindo,  709.     Abtiu,  J 
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U  was  in  vuu  the  denancJationB  of  the  Church 
were  fulmioatcd  from  the  chair  of  St.  Peter. 
Witiz:L  threw  off  all  allegiimce  to  the  Koman 
Pontiff,  tbreateiuDg  with  pain  of  death  those  who 
^oold  obejT  the  papal  mandates.  "  We  will  suffer 
no  foreign  ecclesiastic,  with  triple  crowu,"  «iud  he, 
"  to  domioeer  over  oar  dominions." 

The  Jews  had  been  banished  from  the  country 
during  the  preceding  reign,  but  Witiza  permitted 
them  to  return,  and  even  bestowed  upon  their 
synagogues  privileges  of  which  be  bad  despoiled 
the  churches.  The  children  of  Israel,  when  scat- 
tered throughout  the  earth  by  the  fall  of  Jerusalem, 
had  earned  with  them  into  other  lauds  the  gaiuiiJ 
arcana  of  tmlGc  and  were  especially  uoted  as 
opulent  money-changers,  and  curious  dealers  in 
gold  and  silver  and  precious  stoues ;  on  this  occa- 
sion, therefore,  they  were  enabled,  it  is  said,  to 
repay  the  monardi  for  his  protection  by  bags  of 
money,  and  caskete  of  sparkling  gems,  the  rich 
product  of  their  oriental  commerce. 

The  kingdom  at  this  time  enjoyed  external 
peace,  but  there  were  symptoms  of  interuHl  dlscon- 
tant.  Witim  took  the  alarm ;  he  remembered  the 
oodent  tarbuleuce  of  tlie  nation  and  its  proueaess 
to  internal  feuda.  Issuing  secret  orders,  there- 
fore, in  all  directions,  be  dismantled  most  of  the 
cities,  and  demolished  the  castles  and  fortresses 
that  might  serve  as  rallying  points  for  the  factious. 
He  disarmed  the  people  also,  and  converted  the 
weapons  of  war  into  the  implements  of  peace. 
It  seemed,  in  fitct,  as  if  the  millennium  were 
dawning  upon  the  land ;  for  the  sword  wn!i  beaten 
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into  a  plooghshare,  and  tlie  Bp«ar  iiiLu  n  pruuliig- 

WMle  tiius  the  ancient  martini  liro  of  tlin  imtion 
was  extinguished,  its  momlit  likuwiim  woro  Mir- 
nipted-  The  allars  nere  aluuduued,  the  oliiiroho* 
closed,  wide  disorder  and  BeuHuiklity  pruvidlixl 
throughout  the  Innd,  so  that,  mnxirdiiii;  to  ilii<  "Id 
duronidere,  within  tlie  uompusH  nf  ii  fnw  nhiiri 
fe&re,  ■•  Witiza  tlie  WiiJced  Uugbl  ull  Spain  li> 


TbeE 


CHAPTER   n. 

fl  uf  Don  Roderick.  —  His  Gotc 


RTRlOE  to  the  ruler  who  fouDds  his  hope  of 

|^gii£|  ilie  people.  The  very  measures  taken 
by  Witizu  to  perpetuate  his  power  eoBiired  his 
downfall.  While  the  whole  nation,  uuder  his  li- 
centious rule,  was  sinking  into  vice  and  eflemina- 
1^,  and  the  ann  of  war  was  unstrung,  the  youth- 
fal  Roderick,  son  of  Theodofredo,  was  training  up 
for  action  in  the  stem  bot  wholesome  school  of 
adversity.  He  instructed  himself  in  the  use  of 
anns ;  become  adroit  and  vigorous  by  varied  ex- 
ercises :  learned  to  despise  all  danger,  and  in- 
ured himself  to  hunger  and  waiehi\ilness  and  the 
rigor  of  the  seasons. 

His  merila  and  misfortunes  procured  him  many 
friends  among  the  Romans ;  and  when,  lieing 
arriTed  at  a  fitting  age,  he  undertook  to  revenge 
the  wrongs  of  his  father  and  his  kindred,  a  host 
of  brave  and  hardy  soldiers  flocked  to  his  stan- 
dard.  With  these  be  made  liis  sudden  appearance 
in  Spain.  The  friends  of  his  house  and  the 
disaffected  of  all  classes  hastened  to  join  htm, 
and  he  advanced  mpidly  and  without  opposition, 
through  an  unarmed  and  enervated  land. 
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Witixa  utw  too  lat«  the  evil  he  had  brought 
upon  himself.  He  made  a  hasty  levy,  anU  Wok 
the  field  with  a  scantily  equipped  and  uu disciplined 
host,  but  waa  vtisHj  routed  and  made  prisoner, 
ind  the  whole  kingdom  eubmitied  to  Don  Rod- 

The  aacient  dty  of  Toledo,  the  royal  residence 
of  the  Gothic  kings,  wns  the  scene  of  high  ttm- 
tivitf  and  solemn  ceremonial  on  tlie  coronation 
of  tiie  nclor.  Wliether  he  was  elected  to  the 
ihrone  according  to  ihc  Gothic  asage,  or  selMd 
it  by  the  right  of  conquest,  ie  a  matter  of  dispute 
among  historians,  but  all  agree  that  the  nation 
tnbmitted  cheerfully  to  his  sway,  and  looked  for- 
ward to  prosperity  and  happiness  under  their 
newly  elevated  monarch.  His  appearance  and 
diarscter  aeemed  to  justify  the  anticipation.  He 
was  in  the  splendor  of  youth,  and  of  a  majestic 
presence.  His  eoal  was  bold  and  daring,  and  el- 
evated by  lofty  desires.  He  had  a  sagadty  ihat 
penetrated  the  thoughts  of  men.  and  a  msgnifi- 
cent  spirit  that  won  all  heart*.  Such  is  the  pic- 
tore  which  ancient  writers  ^ve  of  Don  lioderidi, 
when,  with  all  the  fct«ni  and  simple  virtues  dd- 
iBpaired,  which  he  had  acquired  in  advenity  and 
exQe,  and  flashed  with  the  triumph  of  a  pious 
revmge.  he  ascended  the  Gothic  throne. 

ProsperilT.  however,  is  the  real  touchstone  of 
ifae  bnraan  heart;  no  sooner  did  Roderick  Gud 
Urawlf  in  poaseasioo  of  the  crown,  than  the  love 
of  power  and  the  jealousy  of  rule  were  awakened 
in  hit  breast-  His  first  measure  was  against 
Wrtiea  who  was  brought  in  diains  into  his  pres- 
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«ooe.  Boderick  bebeld  tbe  otptire  monaidk  V 
wu  ttapitjitig  eje,  rem^mberiag  obIjt  his  i  " 
uid  <ruellifei  to  hlii  £uher.  "  Let  tbe  ( 
hu  mtOoed  on  ollien  be  Tisii«d  upon  tni  ^ 
bead,'  Mid  he ;  ''  u  be  did  imto  IhoAobtio, 
ereo  ao  be  it  done  unto  him."  So  the  eyea  rf 
Wilia  were  put  out,  and  he  wu  thrown  into  the 
Mine  dangeoD  at  Cordova  in  whidi  Theodofredo 
bad  langaiihed.  There  he  passed  tbe  brief  rem- 
nant  of  bis  dajB  ia  perpetojtl  darkness,  a  pre;  to 
wretchednew  and  remorse. 

Boderick  now  cast  on  aneasy  and  suspidona 
eye  upon  Evan  and  Siseburto,  the  two  eons  of 
WiUxa.  Fearful  lest  they  should  foment  some 
■ecret  rebellion,  be  baniahed  them  the  kingdom. 
Tbey  tiMk  refuge  in  the  Spanish  dominions  in 
AiHca,  where  tliey  were  received  and  harbored 
by  U4M)aila,  governor  of  Tangier,  out  of  grat- 
iWilo  for  Jitvors  which  he  had  received  from  their 
late  father.  There  they  rem^ne<l,  to  brood  over 
tbuir  fallen  fortunes,  and  lo  aid  in  working  out 
tbe  future  vroes  of  Spun. 

Their  uncle  Oppas,  bishop  of  Seville,  who  had 
been  tnade  copartner,  by  Wiiiza,  in  the  archi- 
episuipul  chiu'r  at  Toledo,  would  have  likewise 
fallen  under  the  suspicion  of  the  king ;  but  he 
was  a  man  of  consummate  art.  and  vast  exterior 
sanctity,  and  won  upon  the  good  graces  of  the 
monarch.  He  was  suffered,  therefore,  to  retain 
hi«  sucrtid  ofllleo  at  Seville ;  but  the  see  of  To- 
Inhi  wan  given  iu  char|;e  to  the  venerable  Urbino, 
and  tlie  Imw  of  Witiza  was  revoked  thai  dis- 
pi'imeil  the  cloi'gy  from  their  vows  of  celibacy. 
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The  jealousy  of  Roderick  for  the  securitj  of 
hiE  crown  wa«  goon  again  aroused,  and  his  meaa- 
nres  were  prompt  and  severe.  Haviug  been  iii- 
fiDrm^  that  the  governors  of  certaiu  cosllea  and 
brtresses  in  Castile  and  Andalusia  had  conspired 
Bgnin&t  him,  he  caused  them  to  be  put  to  death 
anil  their  strongholds  to  be  demolished.  He  now 
went  on  [o  imitate  the  pemidous  policy  of  his 
predecessor,  throning  down  walls  and  towers, 
disarming  the  people,  aud  thus  incajiacitutjng 
itieni  from  rebellion.  A  few  cities  wore  permil- 
led  to  retain  their  fortifications,  but  these  were 
intrusted  to  almds  in  whom  bo  hud  especial 
confidence  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  kiiigdon 
left  defenseless  ;  the  noblea,  who  had  been  r 
to  temporarj  manhood  during  the  recent  stir  of 
«nr,  sunk  back  into  the  inglorious  state  of  iuac- 
tkiii  which  had  disgraced  them  during  the  reign 
of  "Witiza  —  passing  their  time  in  feasting  and 
;  10  tlie  sound  of  loose  and  wanton  min- 
strels]'.' It  naa  scarcely'  posuble  to  recognize 
in  these  idle  wassailers  and  soft  voluptuaries  the 
descendants  of  the  stem  and  frugal  warriors  of 
the  froien  North  —  who  had  braved  flood  and 
in,  and  heat  and  cold,  and  had  battled 
their  way  to  empire  across  half  a  world  in  arms. 

Thej  surrounded  their  youthful  monarch,  it  is 
true,  with  a  blaze  of  military  pomp,  Notliing 
could  surpass  the  splendor  of  llieir  arms,  which 
were  eml)os.sed  and  enamelMl,  and  enriched  with 
gold  and  jewels  and  curious  devices :  nothing 
could  be  more  gallant  and  glorious  th:m  their 
HuiaiiB.  But.  Ktp.,  lib.  6,  t.  21- 
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arm; ;  it  was  all  plume  and  banner  and  silken 
pageantry,  the  gorgeoaa  trappings  for  tilt  awl 
tourney  and  courtly  revel ;  but  the  iron  soul  of 
war  was  wanting. 

How  rare  it  is  to  learn  wisdom  from  the  mis- 
fortunes of  others.  With  the  fete  of  Witiza  full 
before  his  eyes,  Don  Roderick  indulged  in  the 
game  pernicious  errors,  and  was  doomed,  in  like 
manner,  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  own  perdi- 


CHAPTER    III. 


Of  Ibe  I*VB»  of  Roderick 


I.  BIyM.. 


IS  yet  the  heart  of  Roderick,  occupied  by 
the  sCruggiea  of  his  early  lite,  by  war- 
tike  enterprises,  and  by  the  inquietuilea 
of  netrly-gotleu  power,  bad  beeu  iRgeoBible  lu  the 
dianiu  of  women ;  but  in  the  present  voluptuous 
calm  the  amorous  propeositiee  of  his  uaiure  as- 
sumed their  sway.  There  are  divers  actounts  of 
the  yoathfiil  beauty  who  tirst  found  £ivor  in  his 
eyt*,  and  was  elevated  by  him  to  the  throne. 
We  follow  in  onr  legend  the  details  of  ait  Ara- 
bian chronicler,^  nuthenticaled  by  a  Spanish  poeU^ 
Let  those  who  ilispute  our  fkcta  product;  better 
authority  for  their  contradictioD. 

Among  the  few  fortified  places  that  had  not 
been  dismanded  by  Don  Roderick  was  tlie  an- 
ctenl  dry  of  Denia,  situated  on  the  M'ltilemuieiui 
coast,  and  defended  on  a  rock-buijt  <ui?tte  thai 
onriooked  the  sea. 

The  alcaide  of  the  castle,  with  many  of  tJie 
[iMipie  of  Denia,  wag  one  day  on  his  knees  in  the 
chapel,  unploriug  the  Virgin  to  ailay  a  lenipMi 
wbinh  was  strewing  the  ooaat  with  wiedu.  when 
■  Tanf  A 


*L.|.d<T.S-. 
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o^  mlbgMid  pilekHg  fanraids  ifae  hmL  At 
U  4nw  mar,  the  riA  csnii^  mad  gOding  mA 
wiidt  k  waadeeonud,  ito  alkea  bMidaroks  and 
btiAsof  fraMoa  <Mn,ilKi««d  it  to  be  no  mrSkt 
vemitl,  but  ft  "—[*"—  pGM  iWiiIjhkI  fijr  Mue 
tnid  eemnoDV.  It  bcre  tbe  naifcs  of  the  te^ 
pert ;  the  ma$i8  wt r«  brakea,  ^  o«n  ahiMcgcd, 
■ad  fragments  of  fDowj  aaib  and  alk^  a— nmgp 
were  floUering  io  the  blaat. 

As  tbe  galiot  grotntded  npoo  the  und.  tbe  bn- 
pMJest  nbUe  m^ied  mto  the  surf  to  capture  and 
nnke  gpoQ ;  bu  were  awed  into  admicuion  and 
reqiect  bj  tbe  appearance  of  tbe  illustrioos  eom- 
paay  no  board.  There  were  Uoors  of  both  lexes 
BiuBptDOiuly  wrajed,  and  ailoroMl  with  precioos 
jewels,  bearing  the  demesnor  of  persons  of  lofty 
rank.  Among  them  shone  conspicuous  a  j^atb- 
fiil  beantj.  magniliceDtly  attired,  to  whom  all 
seemed  to  pay  rererence. 

Several  of  the  Moon  snrroiuided  her  with 
drawn  swords,  threateniiig  death  to  any  that  ap- 
proadied ;    othere    sprang   from    the    bark,   and 
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throwing  themselres  od  their  kniwii  Uirnrti  tlio 
alc:ude.  implored  him,  hj  his  bonor  and  courUiiy 
M  a  koighl,  to  protect  a  royal  virj^'in  friini  injur; 
and  insult. 

••  You  behold  Ijefore  yoii,"  Duid  they,  "  lb*  only 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Algiers,  the  betroihod 
bride  of  the  son  of  the  king  of  Tmii».  Wo 
wore  condacting  her  to  llie  coort  of  hi:r  itipefrtiiift 
bridegroom,  when  a  lempesi  drove  im  tnim  <iur 
aeorae,  and  compelled  lu  to  lake  ri;fii(;e  on  yonr 
eomaL  Be  not  more  cmel  thsD  the  (mifXM,  bat 
ieai  BoUy  with  that  which  even  ica  »ad  nHtirm 
h*Ta  KprnrtA." 

Tke  akude   lklen«d  to    ihdr   pnjer*.     ff« 
'  the  ^jaoem  Mti  her  tnia  to  the  r»wfa, 
'  nak  w»  paM  h<r< 
X  ialKfCHfcd  far  W 
•  toUpddby 
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daiDSels  of  her  train,  and  followed  by  ber  own 
Moslem  gaanls,  all  attired  with  the  magnificence 
that  bad  been  intended  to  grace  ber  arrival  at 
the  court  of  Tunis.  The  priocesa  was  arrayed 
in  bridal  robes,  woven  in  the  most  costly  looms 
of  the  Orieoi ;  her  diadem  sparkled  with  dia- 
monds, and  wa»  decorated  with  the  rarest  plumes 
of  the  bird  of  paradiae,  and  even  the  silkea  trap- 
pings of  her  palfrey,  which  swept  the  ground,  were 
covered  wilb  pearb  and  precious  stones.  As 
this  brilliant  cavalcade  crossed  the  bridge  of  the 
Tagus,  all  Toledo  poured  forth  to  behold  it,  and 
nolbiug  was  heard  throughout  the  dty  but  praises 
of  the  wonderful  beauty  of  the  priocess  of  Al- 
giers. King  Roderick  came  forth,  attended  by 
the  chivalry  of  his  court,  to  receive  the  royal 
captive,  ilis  i-ecent  voluptuous  life  had  disposed 
him  for  tender  and  amorous  aSecdons,  and  at  the 
first  sight  of  the  beautiful  Elyala  he  was  enrap- 
tured with  her  charms.  Seeing  her  face  clouded 
with  sorrow  and  anxiety,  he  soothed  her  with 
geutle  and  courteous  words,  aud,  conducting  her 
to  a  royal  palace,  *■  Behold,"  said  he,  "  thy  habita- 
tion, where  no  one  shall  moleat  [hee ;  consider 
thyself  at  home  in  the  mansioa  of  thy  father,  and 
dispose  of  anything  according  to  thy  will." 

Here  the  princess  passed  her  time  with  the 
female  attendants  who  had  accompanied  her  from 
Algiers ;  and  no  one  but  the  king  was  permitted 
to  visit  her,  who  daily  became  more  nnd  more 
enamored  of  hb  lovely  captive,  and  sought  by 
tender  assiduity  to  gain  her  afieclious.  The  dis- 
tress of  the  princess  at  her  captivity  was  soothed 
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by  this  gentle  trealmenC  She  wns  of  an  Age 
when  sorrow  cannot  long  hold  Bway  over  the 
lieari.  Accompanied  by  her  youthful  atli'ndiinlH. 
she  ranged  thu  apacious  aparlnients  of  the  puliire, 
and  Bporteii  nmoiig  the  groves  and  alleys  nf  its 
garden.  Every  day  the  remembrnnce  of  the 
paternal  home  grew  leas  and  less  pniiifu),  and  the 
king  became  more  and  more  amiiible  in  her  eyes; 
and  when  at  length  he  ofTered  to  share  his  heart 
and  tlirone  with  her,  she  listened  with  downcast 
looks  and  kindling  blushes,  hut  with  uu  air  of 


One  obstacle  remained  to  the  complete  fruition 
of  the  tnooarch's  wishes,  and  this  was  the  religion 
of  the  princess.  Koderick  forlhwilh  employed 
ibe  sirbbiAhop  of  Toledo  to  instruct  the  beauti- 
fbl  Elyata  in  the  mysteries  of  the  ChrlMian  faith. 
Tlie  bmale  intellect  is  quick  in  perceiving  the 
menu  of  new  doctrines;  ibe  archbishop,  there- 
fen,  aoon  Mieeeeded  iu  converting,  not  merely 
the  princMB,  bal  nioel  of  her  attendants,  and  a 
Aaf  «*a  aiifMBtnl  for  tlieir  public  bapiism.  Tbe 
cnt^MBy  waa  peffmned  with  great  pomp  and 
sak^Mty,  in  ibe  precnee  of  all  Ilie  nobtliiy  and 
elaiaiij  of  tbe  onh.  Tie  prinmM  and  her 
dad  ia  wfaitc,  walked  on  fvoi  U>  tbe 
I,  wUle  asaKTCNV  beaotiful  chiMreit,  ar- 
•■pik,  Mrewcd  tbeir  {uilh  with  flowers  : 
t  vdriMkop  MMiiig  iben  at  the  portal. 
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uame  of  Exilona,  by  whicb  abe  was  thencurorth 
called,  and  bas  generally  beeu  kuowu  io  history. 

The  nupUals  of  Roderick  and  the  beautiful 
convert  took  place  shortlj  afterwards,  and  were 
celebrated  with  great  magnificence.  Tliere  were 
jousts,  and  tourneys,  and  banquets,  and  other 
rejoicings,  whicb  keted  twenty  days,  and  were 
attended  by  the  prindpal  nobles  from  all  parts 
of  Spain.  After  these  were  over,  such  of  the 
attendants  of  the  princess  as  refused  to  embrace 
Christianity,  and  desired  to  return  to  Atrica,  were 
disumsed  with  munificent  presents ;  and  an  em- 
bassy was  sent  to  the  king  of  Algiers,  to  inform 
him  of  the  nuptials  of  his  daughter,  and  to  profiTer 
him  the  friendship  of  King  Roderick.^ 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


ore 


>R  a  lime  Don  Roderick  lived  happily 
with  his  young  auti  beautiful  queen,  aod 
Toleilo  waa  the  eeat  of  festivity  And 
splendor.  The  priDd^ial  nobles  tlnijughout  ihe 
iaagiiofn  repaired  lo  his  court  to  pay  him  bumage, 
and  to  receive  his  oommands ;  and  ugne  were 
more  devoted  in  their  reverence  than  those  who 
were  obuosious  to  suspidon  from  tbeir  connection 
with  the  lal«  king. 

Among  the  foremost  of  these  was  Count  Julian, 
a  uuui  deeUoed  lo  be  infamously  renowned  in  the 
dark  slory  of  hia  country's  woes.  He  was  one  of 
the  proudest  Gothic  families,  lord  of  Consuegrn 
■  s,  and  connected  by  marriage  with 
Widia  and  the  bishop  Oppas  —  hia  wife,  the 
COUDtess  Frandina,  being  their  sister.  In  conse- 
qaence  of  this  connecljon,  and  of  Ids  own  merits, 
lie  hod  enjoyed  ihe  highest  dimities  and  corn- 
being  one  of  the  Espatorios,  or  royal 
BWord-bearers  —  an  office  of  tbe  greatest  eonli- 
denoe  about  the  person  of  the  sovereign.'  He  bad. 
'ntrusted  with  the  military  govern- 
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ment  of  the  Spanish  possessions  on  the  African 
coaat  of  the  strait,  wliich  nt  that  lime  were  threal- 
ened  by  tlie  Arabs  of  the  East,  the  followers  of 
Mahomet,  who  were  advancing  their  victorious 
standard  to  the  extremity  of  Western  Africa. 
Count  Julian  eatoblished  his  seat  of  government 
at  Ceuta,  the  frontier  bulwark,  and  one  of  the  far- 
famed  gates  of  the  Mediierranean  Sea.  Here  he 
boldly  faced,  and  held  iu  check,  the  torrent  of 
Moslem  invasion. 

Don  Julian  was  a  man  of  an  active,  but  irreg- 
ular genius,  and  a  gni-iping  ambition ;  he  had  a 
love  for  power  and  grandeur,  in  which  he  was 
joined  by  his  haughty  countess ;  and  they  could 
ill  brook  the  downfall  of  their  house,  as  threat- 
ened by  the  fate  of  Witiza.  They  had  hastened 
therefore  to  pay  their  court  to  the  newly  elevated 
monarch,  and  to  assure  him  of  their  fidelity  to  his 
interests. 

Roderick  was  readily  persuaded  of  the  sincerity 
of  Count  Julian  ;  he  was  aware  of  his  merits  as  a 
soldier  and  a  governor,  and  continued  him  iu  his 
important  command ;  bonoriag  him  with  many 
other  marks  of  implicit  contideuce.  Count  Julian 
sought  to  confirm  this  confidence  by  every  proof  of 
devotion.  It  was  a  custom  among  the  Goths  to 
rear  many  of  the  children  of  the  most  illustrious 
fiimilies  in  the  royal  household.  They  served 
OS  pages  to  the  king,  and  handmaids  and  ladies 
of  honor  to  the  queea,  and  weii^  instructed  in  all 
manner  of  accomplishments  befitting  iheir  gentle 
blood.  When  about  to  ilepart  for  Ceuta,  to 
resume    his    command,   Don  Julian  brought  his 
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daogliCer  Florinda  to  preaent  her  to  the  eovcrt- igiia. 
She  ma&  a  beau^ful  virgin  that  had  hoc  as  jel 
attnined  to  womanhood.  "  I  coiilide  her  to  y»ur 
protection,"  sniil  \ia  to  the  king, "  lo  bo  m\.to  bar 
as  a  fktber;  and  to  have  her  tniiued  iu  the  paths 
of  virtue.  I  can  leave  with  yon  no  dearer  pledge 
of  my  lojalty." 

King  Roderick  received  the  timid  and  blushing 
maiden  into  his  parental  cure ;  proinieiog  to 
walch  over  her  happiness  with  u  parent's  eye,  and 
that  she  should  be  enrolled  among  the  most 
cherished  attendants  of  the  queen.  With  this 
assurance  of  tlie  wellare  of  bb  child.  Cutint 
Julian  de{>urted.  well  pleused,  tor  his  govemmeut 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  StoTj-  of  Florinda. 

1HE  beautiful  daughter  of  Count  JuJieui 
was  rewived  with  great  Eivor  by  tha 
queen  Exilona  and  admitted  among  the 
noble  damsels  that  attended  upon  her  person. 
Here  she  lived  in  honor  and  apjiarent  security, 
and  surrounded  by  innoceDt  delights.  To  gratiiy 
his  queen.  Don  Roderick  had  built  for  her  rural 
recreation  a  palace  without  the  walls  of  Toledo, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tagua.  It  stood  in  the  midst 
of  a.  garden,  ailorued  after  the  lusurious  style  of 
the  East.  The  air  was  perfumed  by  fragrant 
shrubs  and  flowers  ;  the  groves  resounded  with  the 
song  of  the  tiightingale,  wliite  tliegush  of  fouut^ns 
and  water-falls,  and  the  distant  murmur  of  the 
Tagua,  made  it  a  delightful  retreat  during  the 
sultry  days  of  summer.  Tho  charm  of  perfect 
privacy  also  reigned  throughout  the  place,  for  the 
garden  walls  were  high,  and  numerous  guards 
kept  walch  without  to  protect  it  from  all  intrusion. 
In  this  deJicious  abode,  more  befitting  nn 
oriental  voluptuary  than  a  Gothic  king.  Don 
Roderick  was  accustomed  lo  while  away  much  of 
that  time  which  should  have  l>een  devoted  to  the 
toilaoms  cares  of  government.     The  very  security 
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»hA  peace  which  he  had  produced  ihruu^lioui  hi.* 
dominione  b;  his  precanlions  to  alxilish  the  meuua 
and  hablLudes  of  war,  had  effected  &  disastroua 
(luuige  in  ha  character.  The  hardy  mid  hcroiu 
qualities  which  liad  conducted  liim  to  the  tliroiic, 
were  sot't^ned  in  the  lap  of  indulgeuce.  Sur- 
rounded by  the  pleasurea  of  an  idle  aud  effeminate 
court,  and  beguiled  by  tho  eiaroplo  -of  his  ilo- 
generate  nobles,  he  gave  way  K>  a  fatal  senBunlity 
th»t  had  lajn  dormaoL  id  his  iiuturo  durUig  tliu 
TiKuoas  days  of  hia  adversity.  The  mere  love 
of  female  beauty  had  lirgt  enamored  him  of 
ExiloDa,  and  the  game  passion,  fo9t«i«d  by  volup- 
tDoni  idleness,  now  betrayed  h'"«  into  the  i^oiumiB' 
son  of  an  act  fatal  to  himself  aud  Spuin.  Th« 
following  is  the  story  of  his  error  as  gathered 
from  an  old  chronicle  and  l^eniL 

In  a  rtsoote  part  of  tiie  palace  was  an  apart- 
ment  demied  to  the  qneen.  It  was  like  an  canteni 
IttRm.  ifant  up  from  the  foot  of  man,  aorl  when; 
ifce  king  Umself  bat  rarely  entered.  It  lutd  iti 
•m  courts,  aad  gardens,  and  fountains,  where 
tbe  (fonen  w«s  woot  to  recreate  herself  with  her 
o  do  in  the 


jealoM  l>n*^  of  ^"^  biker's  fuLux-. 

One  imIiij  ^kj  the  kiii&  jfntri^'l  of  lahing  hi* 
mjtM,  m  ■M  JMj  •huBhtr,  repaired  to  ihii  apart- 
mtmt  to  mA  Aa  mw^  oi  liie  qoeea.  In  paw- 
11  ondory,  be  wai  drawn  liy  tbe 
t  owerliBDg 


24         TBE  LEGEND    OF  DON  RODERICK. 

surroiuided   by    n    grogsy    bank,  enameled  with 
Oowets. 

It  was  the  high  uoonU<Ie  of  a  Bummer  day. 
wheu,  in  sultry  Spain,  the  lEuidecape  trembles  to 
the  eye,  and  all  oature  seeks  repose,  except  tlie 
grasshopper,  that  pipes  his  lulliug  uote  to  the 
herdsmaQ  na  he  sleeps  beneath  the  shaile. 

Around  the  fouDtiun  were  several  of  the  damsels 
of  the  queen,  who,  confident  of  the  sacred  jiriviicy 
of  [he  place,  were  yielding  in  that  cool  retreat  to 
the  indulgence  prompted  by  the  season  and  the 
hour.  Some  iuy  asleep  on  the  flowery  bank ; 
others  sat  on  the  margin  of  the  fountain,  talking 
and  laughing,  as  tliey  bathed  their  feet  in  its  limpid 
waters,  and  King  Boderick  beheld  delicate  limhs 
shining  through  the  wave  that  might  rival  the 
marble  in  whiteness. 

Among  tli^  damsels  was  one  who  had  come  from 
the  Barhary  ooaat  with  the  queen.  Her  com- 
plexion had  the  dark  tinge  of  Mauritania,  but  it 
was  clear  and  transparent,  and  the  deep  I'iuh  ruse 
blushed  through  the  lovely  brown>  Her  eyes 
were  black  and  iiill  of  fire,  and  flashed  from  under 
long  silken  eyelashes. . 

A  sportive  contest  arose  among  the  maidens,  as 
to  the  comparative  beauty  of  the  Spanish  and 
Moorish  forms  ;  but  the  Mauritanian  damsel  re- 
vealed limbs  of  voluptuous  symmetry  that  seemed 
to  defy  all  rivalry. 

The  Spanish  beauties  were  on  the  point  of 
giving  up  the  contest,  when  tbey  bethought  them- 
selves of  the  young  Florindo,  the  slaughter  of 
Count  Julian,  who  lay  on  the  grassy  bank,  aban- 
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dooed  to  a  summer  slumber.  The  soft  glow  ul' 
youili  and  health  mantled  on  ber  cheek  ;  her 
fringed  eyelashes  scarcely  coveted  their  sleeping 
orbH ;  her  moist  and  ruby  lips  nei'e  sli^itly  [iikrtad, 
just  reTeiding  a.  gleam  of  her  ivory  [tetli,  wlule 
her  timocent  bosom  ro«e  [ind  fell  beneath  her 
bodice,  like  the  gentle  swelling  and  siuking  of  a. 
iranqui]  sea.  There  was  a  breathing  teiiderneas 
and  bt;uuty  in  the  sleeping  virgin,  that  seemed  to 
send  forth  sneemess  like  the  flowers  arouud  her. 

•■  Beliold,"  cried  her  companiucs  exuiiingly, 
-  the  champion  of  Spuoisli  beauty !  " 

In  their  playful  eagerness  they  Iwlf  disrobed 
tbe  innocent  Florinda  before  she  was  uiv:ire.  She 
avoke  in  time,  however,  to  escape  from  tliuir  busy 
hands ;  but  enough  of  her  charms  Imd  been  I'c- 
vealed  to  convince  the  monarch  thai  they  were 
not  lo  be  rivaled  by  the  rarest  beauties  of 
Uaoritania. 

Prom  thifl  day  the  heart  of  Roderick  was  in- 
flamed niih  a  &Ul  passion.  He  guzeil  on  the 
t)eaniiful  Floriuila  with  fervid  desire,  and  sought 
to  raid  in  her  looks  whether  there  was  levity  or 
wsntooness  in  her  bosoni  ;  but  the  eye  of  the 
daouel  ever  sunk  beneath  hie  gaze,  and  n-iuaiiiod 
beat  on  tlie  earth  in  vir^n  moilesty. 

In  Tain  be  called  U>  mind  Uie  sajrrixl  tru-t  re- 
poMid  in  him  by  CotuiL  Julian,  and  the  promise 
he  bad  given  lo  watch  over  his  daughutr  with 
pawnia]  (are ;  his  heart  wai  vitiated  by  seusual 
mdntgienoe,  and  tbe  consciousness  of  [luwer  tud 
nnderad  him  ielfiah  in  his  gratifications. 

'        '      tbe  garden   wlii're   the 
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queen  was  ilivertirig  herself  with  her  dHmsels,  and 
oomiag  to  the  founfmn  where  he  hsA  beheld  the 
innocent  mnideus  aX.  their  sport,  he  could  no  longer 
real  rain  the  passion  raging  within  his  breast. 
Seating  himself  heside  the  fountain,  he  called  Flo- 
rinda  to  draw  forth  a  thorn  which  had  pierced  his 
hand.  The  maiden  knelt  at  his  feet  to  examine 
his  hand,  and  the  touch  of  her  slender  tingers 
thrilled  through  his  veins.  As  she  knelt,  too,  her 
ttmber  locks  fell  in  rich  ringlete  about  Iter  beauti- 
ful head,  her  innocent  bosom  palpitated  Ijeneath 
the  cinmsou  bodice,  and  her  timid  blushes  incre:ised 
the  eSiilgence  uf  her  cliarms. 

Having  examined  tlie  monarch's  hand  in  vain. 
she  looked  up  in  his  face  with   artless  perplexity. 

"  .SeSoi',"  said  she,  "  I  can  lind  no  thorn  nor 
any  sign  of  wound." 

Don  Roderick  grasped  her  hand  and  pressed 
it  to  his  heart.  "  It  m  here,  lovely  Florinila !  " 
said  he ;  "  it  is  here  !  and  thou  alone  canst  pluck 
it  forth ! " 

"  My  lord ! "  exclsiraed  the  binsbing  and  as- 
toniahed  maiden. 

"  Florinda  ! "  stud  Don  Roderick,  "  dost  thou 
love  me  ? '' 

"  SeBor,"  swd  she,  "  my  father  taught  me  to 
lovB  and  reverence  you.  He  confided  me  to  your 
care  as  one  who  would  be  as  a  parent  to  me, 
when  he  should  be  far  distant,  serving  your 
majesty  with  lile  and  loyalty.  May  God  incline 
your  majesty  ever  to  protect  me  as  n  fether." 
So  saying,  the  maiden  drop])ed  her  eyes  to  the 
grouDct,  and  continued  kneeling ;  but  her  coiy- 
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bad  become  deadly  pale,  and  as  she  knelt 
Bbe  trembled. 

"  Florinila,"  said  (lie  king,  "  either  tliou  dost 
not,  or  thou  wilt  not,  luiderstand  me.  I  wuiild 
have  thee  loro  me,  not  as  a  iitUier,  nor  us  u  mon- 
anAu  but  aa  one  wto  iidores  thee.  Why  doBt 
thou  start?  No  one  shall  know  our  loves  ;  nnd, 
moreover,  the  love  of  a  monarch  iiiflicta  no  deg- 
radation like  the  love  of  a  common  uiiti ;  riches 
and  honors  attend  upon  it.  I  vrill  advance  thee 
ta  rank  and  dignity,  and  place  tht^u  abovi^  the 
proudest  females  of  my  court.  Thy  father,  too, 
(.ball  be  more  exalted  and  endowed  than  any 
Dobte  ia  my  realm." 

The  soft  eye  of  Florimia  kindled  at  these 
words.  **  Se&or,"  said  she,  "  the  line  I  Hpi-ing 
^m  can  receive  do  dignity  by  means  so  vile ; 
ami  my  &iher  would  rather  die  ihau  purchase 
rsnk  and  power  by  the  dishonor  rif  hie  cliijd. 
But  1  see,"  continued  she,  "  that  your  majesty 
tpealiti  in  this  manner  only  to  try  me.  You  may 
have  tlioQ^t  me  light  and  simple,  and  unworthy 
to  atteiul  upon  the  queen.  I  pray  your  mujetty 
to  [HTikiii  me,  that  I  have  taken  your  pleasantry 
in  ndi  serious  part." 

Id  this  way  the  agitated  maiden  mught  (o 
»T»de  the  addreasee  of  the  monarch,  but  still  her 
dterk  was  blandted,  and  ber  Itp  (joivered  as  she 
tfAe. 

Tbr  king  pressed  her  hand  to  his  lips  with 
terxar.  -  May  nita  iKMa  me,"  cried  he,  "  If  I 
•peak  to  prove  thee.  Uy  bean,  my  kingdam, 
are  U  tlij  comnauid.     Only  be  mine,  and  thou 
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andent  chronicles  and  legendary  ballads  that  hare 
transmitted,  Irom  generation  to  generation,  the 
story  of  the  woes  of  Spain.  In  very  trutli,  how- 
ever, she  appears  to  have  been  a  guiltless  victim, 
reusling  as  fur  hb  helpless  female  could  resist,  the 
artfi  and  intrigues  of  a  powerful  monarch,  who 
liad  naught  to  cheek  the  Indulgence  of  his  wiil, 
and  bew^ing  her  disgrace  nitli  a  poignancy  that 
shows  how  dearly  she  had  prized  her  honor. 

In  tie  first  paroxysm  of  her  grief  she  wrote  a 
letter  to  her  father,  blotted  with  her  tears  aud 
almost  incoherent  from  her  agitation.  "  Would  to 
God,  my  lather,"  said  she,  '*  that  the  earth  had 
opened  and  8wallowe<]  me  ore  I  hod  t>een  reduced 
to  vrrite  these  lines.  I  blush  to  tell  thee,  what  it 
is  Dot  proper  t<.>  conceal.  Alas,  my  father !  thou 
hast  intrusted  ihy  lamb  to  the  guardianshij)  of  the 
lion.  Thy  daughter  has  been  dishonored,  the  royal 
cradle  of  the  Gotha  polluted,  and  our  lineage  in- 
sulted and  disgraced.  Hasten,  my  &ther,  to  res- 
cue your  ebild  from  the  (lOwer  of  the  spoiler,  and 
10  vindicate  the  honor  of  your  house." 

When  Floriuda  had  written  these  lines  she 
summoned  a  youthful  esquire  who  hod  been  a  page 
in  the  service  of  her  fiither.  "  Sadille  ihy  steed," 
sud  she,  '*  and  if  ihoo  dost  aspire  to  knightly 
honor,  or  hope  for  lady's  grace ;  if  thou  hast 
tadij  for  thy  lord,  or  devotion  to  his  daughter, 
swiftly  upon  my  errand.  Rest  not,  halt 
not.  spare  not  the  spur,  hut  hie  thee  day  ami 
ni^ht  uuiil  thou  reach  the  sea ;  lake  the  tirst 
hark,  and  baste  with  sail  mid  oar  to  Ceuta.  nor 
intil  thou  give  llib  letter  to  the  count  my 
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ftlher."  The  youth  pat  the  letter  id  fais  bosotn. 
"  Trust  me,  Udy,"  said  be  **  I  will  neither  faolt, 
nor  lum  aaide,  uor  cast  a  look  behind,  untjl  I 
reach  Count  Julian."  He  mouated  his  fleet 
Htetxl,  Bped  Ilia  way  acroM  the  bridge,  and  soon 
left  behind  hiui  ilie  verdiuit  valley  of  the  Tagiis. 


I 


CHAPTER  VI. 


ExtrmaTdiDary  Entbuny* 

MlIE  heart  of  Don  Roderick  was  not  so 
n  depraved  by  sensuality,  but  tJial  the 
I  nroiig  he  had  been  guilty  of  townrd  the 
.  Florioda,  iiixi  the  diagracu  he  liail  in- 
flided  on  her  house,  neighed  hesvy.  od  his  Bpirils, 
and  a  doud  li^gan  to  grither  on  hia  once  clear  uiid 
an  wrinkled  brow. 

Hapten  U  this  time,  say  the  old  Spftnixh 
dmeide*.  pennitled  a  marvelous  intimalinn  if 
tbe  wralfa  n-ith  which  it  intended  to  viait  tlie 
MunaiOi  mud  iua  people,  in  panishmeiit  of  tlx'ir 
■■s;  nor  an  we,  mj  the  Hune  orthodox  wrilen, 
to  ibvde  and  wiihkoU  oar  fiuth  when  we  meet  m 
Ar  page  ef  Aaovei  ami  aoba  hiatmr  with  tb«M 
mgm  lad  pntrwto,  mioA  tnmaend  the  prob«bil- 
kiM  «f  inAbht  life;  far  iIk  revalntiaiu  of 
^^mtm  aad  the  iawablk  vt  aa^j  Idagi  m« 
•*M  eiBB.ikB  Aake  dw  pbjMalmv^  » 


32  TBE  LEGEND    OF  DON  RODERICK. 

£uti  tioU  up  w  aa  apo/Tf  ptutl  trailibon  of  Ara- 
bian origin. 

Now,  so  ll  happened,  according  to  the  te^ieod, 
that  about  this  time,  as  Sng  Roileriok  was  ideated 
one  day  on  his  lliroae,  Barroandeil  by  his  nobles,  in 
(b«  aocieul  dty  of  Tolt-do,  two  men  of  venenble 
iippearaDce  entered  the  ball  of  aadieuoe.  Thrir 
^owy  beards  des>;endied  to  tbetr  breasts,  and 
their  gray  hairs  were  bound  with  Itj.  They 
were  arrayed  in  white  garments  of  foreign  or 
antiquated  &shioD,  whidi  swept  the  ground,  and 
were  cintared  with  girdles,  wroogfat  with  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  from  whii^h  were  sospenried 
eoonnoos  bimi;'hes  of  keys  of  every  variety  of  Girm. 
Having  approached  the  throne  and  made  obei- 
snoce,  —  ~  Know,  O  king,"  sud  one  of  tins  old 
meu,  "*  thaU  iu  (Liys  of  yore,  when  tlen.-ales  of 
Lybiii,  saruauied  the  Strong,  had  set  up  liis  pil- 
lars at  the  ocean  strait,  he  erected  a  [uwer  near 
to  this  ancient  city  of  Toledo.  He  bnilt  it  of 
proiligioiK  strength,  and  finished  it  with  cnagic  an. 
shntcing  up  within  It  a  &arful  secret,  never  to  be 
penetrated  without  peril  and  -lisaster.  To  pro- 
t»H  this  terrible  mystery  he  closed  the  entrance 
to  the  edifice  with  a  [ronderous  door  of  iron,  se- 
L'unsd  by  a.  great  lock  of  steel,  and  he  left  a  com- 
manil  thai  every  king  who  should  succeed  him 
should  ad<i  :inother  lock  Iu  the  portal ;  ilenouncing 
woe  and  ite^jtruution  on  him  who  should  eventually 
unfold  the  secret  of  the  tower. 

"Tha  gn:irdian«hip  of  the  portal  was  given  in 
ntir  ancestors  and  hus  continueil  in  our  fiimlly. 
from  geoerulion  ui   geiienitioii.  since   the  days  of 
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Hercules.  Several  kings,  from  time  to  time,  liave 
ctkosed  the  gate  to  be  throwo  open,  and  have  at- 
lempuni  to  eater,  but  have  ptti<l  dearly  lor  their 
lenieritT.  Some  have  perished  within  tlie  thresh- 
old ;  others  have  been  overwhelmed  witli  horror 
ttl  tremendouR  soundsi  which  shook  the  tbuDda- 
tiana  of  the  earth,  niitl  liave  hastened  (o  reelosc 
[he  dour  aud  secure  it  with  its  tljoaeand  locks. 
Thus,  siocc  tlie  days  of  Hercules,  the  inmost 
rocessee  of  the  pile  have  never  been  penetrated 
by  mortal  man,  and  a  profound  mystery  luntiiiues 
to  prevail  over  this  great  enciuinlment.  This.  O 
king,  ia  all  we  have  to  relate  ;  and  our  errand  is 
to  enlreaC  thee  to  repair  to  the  lower  and  affix 
thy  lock  to  the  portal,  as  has  been  done  by  all  thy 
predecessors."  Having  thus  stud,  the  audent  men 
mode  ft  profonud  reverence  and  departed  from 
the  presence-chamber.-* 

Don  Roderick  remained  for  some  time  losl  in 
thought  after  the  departure  of  the  men ;  he  then 
disnuMeil  all  his  court  excepting  tlie  venerable 
Urbmo,  at  that  time  Aj'chhishop  of  Tule<lo.  The 
long  white  Imard  of  llils  prelate  bespoke  his  ad- 
vanced age,  and  his  overhan^ng  eyebrows  showed 
hiin  a  man  full  •>{  wary  counsel. 

"  Father, "  aoid  the  king,  "  I  have  an  earnest 
desire  to  penetrate  the  mystery  of  this  tower." 
The  worthy  prekte  shook  his  houry  head.  "  Be- 
ware, my  son, "  said  he ;  "  there  are  secrets  hidden 
from  man  for   his  gooil.     Your  predece-sors  for 
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mtuiy  geuemUous  hare  respected  this  mysiety, 
»itd  have  uicreMed  iu  might  and  empire.  A 
kuuwiedge  of  it.  therefore,  i$  uol  material  to  the 
wel&rn  of  yiiur  kiugitotn.  Seek  not  then  to  i»- 
ilolge  A  ranh  iwtl  oopniStable  cnrioutf,  wludi  it 
itit«nlicte(l  uiiil«r  hucL  awful  i 


"  Of  what  importauoe,'*  cried  the  kiiig,  "  are 
the  lueuiiws  of  llerculus  th»  Libyan  ?  wus  be  not 
a  ["W'^T*  ?  aud  cati  his  endiantments  hav^  ao^ii 
avail  agtunst  a  believer  iu  oitr  holy  &ith  ?  Doubt- 
less in  tfaia  (oirer  ar«  locked  up  treasures  of  gold 
and  jewels  aiUBssed  iu  dsy»  of  old.  the  spoils  of 
ughlv  kiu^  the  riirheii  of  the  [logaii  workL  Xy 
GOdbra  an  «xhiiust«d  -.  I  hnvt;  ne«d  of  ^apply  i 
and  siu«ly  it  would  be  an  ao»p(abIe  act  in  the 
eyee  of  Heaven  to  <baw  forth  this  weikteh  which 
lies  buried  undL-r  pmfitne  uid  necrumuiUc  speOa, 
and  CtMiiwcrate  it  to  n-ligious  parpoiiee.'* 

The  veueniblti  :uvlibialujp  atdll  uuiuiuueii  to 
remondtrat*?.  but  IXju  Roderick  heeded  not  his 
counsel,  tor  he  wiw  liid  on  by  tus  mali^naBt  ^tar. 
"  father, "  said  be,  ~  it  is  iu  vain  t>m  attempt  to 
diisuttdu  oat.  Uy  n9«ulutiuu  m  lixml.  Tu-tnor- 
n>w  1  will  explore  the  hidden  mystery,  ur  radkar 
th«  hidden  U«asuni6,  of  this  tower.'' 
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StOTF  or  tlie  MurrelDiu  and  roruntODs  Tnwar. 

[HE  morning  sou  gboue  brightly  upon  the 
diff-buill  lowera  of  Toledij,  when  King 

Roderiiik  iaeue<t  cmt.  of  the  gate  of  Uie 

city  at  the  liead  •>(  a  nomeroua  train  of  courtiers 
uid  cavaliors,  iind  crossei]  the  bridge  tliut  bestrides 
the  deep  rocky  bed  of  the  Tsgiin.  The  shining 
caTadcade  tvtrund  up  the  road  that  lends  amrmg 
tlw  moiuitainB,  und  soon  came  in  sight  of  ihe 
oecroniaiitic  tower. 

Of  thii  renowned  edifice  marvels  are  related 
hf  the  ancient  Arabian  and  Spanish  chiiiniolers, 
"and  I  doubt  much,"  adds  the  venerable  Agapida, 
"whether  many  readers  will  not  consider  the 
irhole  as  a  cunninglj  devised  fable,  sprung  from 
an  Oriental  imagination  ;  but  it  is  not  for  me  to 
reject  a  ikct  which  is  recorded  by  all  thoee  writers 
who  are  the  father*  of  our  national  history  ;  a  fact 
too.  which  is  as  well  attested  as  most  of  the  re- 
markable evenU  in  the  story  of  Don  Roilerick. 
None  bat  light  and  inconsiderate  minds,"  continues 
the  good  friar,  "  do  hastily  reject  the  mm- vein  us. 
To  the  thinking  mind  the  whole  world  is  enveloped 
in  mystery,  and  everything  is  full  of  type  and 
portent.     To  such  a  miud  the  necromantic  lower 
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affiled  by  the  predecessors  of  Dou  Rodenck. 
On  either  side  of  tLe  portal  stood  the  two  luitieut 
guardians  of  the  tower,  laden  with  tlie  keys  ap- 
peruimng  to  the  locks. 

The  king  alighted,  luid  approaching  the  portals, 
ordered  tlie  guardians  to  unlock  the  gate.  The 
hoary  headed  men  drew  back  with  terror.  ''  Alas ! " 
cried  they.  "  what  is  it  your  majesty  requires  of 
lu  ?  Would  you  have  the  mischiefs  ol  this  tower 
ynbound,  and  let  loose  to  tthake  the  earth  to  iu 
fbondadonB  ?  " 

The  renerable  Archbishop  Urbino  likewise  im- 
plored him  not  U>  dbturb  a  mystery  which  had 
been  held  sacred  from  generation  to  geueriition 
within  the  memory  of  mou,  aud  which  even  Cte- 
mr  hiiDBelC  when  sovereign  of  Spain,  hod  not  vtn- 
tared  to  ioTade.  The  youthful  cavaliers,  how- 
erer.  were  eager  to  pursue  the  adventure,  and 
eDconraged  him  in  his  rash  curiosity. 

-  Come  whiii  come  may,"  exclaimed  Don  Rod- 
cri(^  - 1  am  resolved  to  peuetrate  the  mystery 
of  ikb  lower.  "  So  sayin^.  he  again  commanded 
tlM  g^ui}i>iiB  la  unlock  the  portal.  The  aoctenl 
■■en  obeyed  witii  fear  and  irembliug,  but  their 
kaada  shook  wilh  age,  and  wheu  they  applied  the 
bgpa  Ibe  locb  wwc  so  mated  by  time,  or  of  hucIi 
that  they  resisted  their 
wberenpoQ  the  young  cavaliers 
I  and  lent  their  aid.  Still  the 
H  and  difficult,  that  with 
strength  a  great  part  of 
*  exhaosted  beibre  the  whole  of  them 
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When  the  lust  bolt  Lad  yielded  to  the  key,  the 
guardians  tiiid  the  reverend  archbiabop  again  en- 
treated tlie  king  to  pause  and  I'eflect.  "  What- 
ever is  within  this  tower,"  sjud  they,  "  ia  a8  yet 
harmless,  and  lies  bound  under  a  mighty  spell ; 
venture  not  then  to  open  ft  door  which  may  let 
forth  a  flood  of  evil  upon  the  land."  But  the 
anger  of  the  king  was  roused,  and  he  ordered 
that  the  portal  should  be  iiistaotly  thrown  open. 
In  vain,  however,  did  cue  after  another  eiert  his 
strength,  and  eqnally  in  vain  did  the  cavaliers 
unite  their  forces,  and  apply  their  shoulders  to 
the  gate ;  though  there  was  neither  bar  nor  bolt 
remaining,  it  was  perfectly  immovable. 

The  patienue  of  the  king  was  now  exhausted, 
and  be  odvanctjd  to  apply  his  hand;  scarcely, 
however,  did  he  touch  the  iron  gate,  when  it 
swung  slowly  open,  uttering,  aa  it  were,  a  dismal 
groan,  as  it  turned  reluctantly  npou  its  hinges. 
A  oold,  damp  wind  issued  forth,  accomjianied  by 
a  tempestuous  soimd.  The  heartx  of  the  ancient 
guardians  quaked  witiiin  them,  and  tlieir  knees 
smote  together ;  but  several  of  the  youthful  cava- 
liers rushed  in,  eager  to  gratify  their  curio«ty, 
or  to  signaliiie  themselves  in  this  redoubtable 
enterprise.  They  bad  scarcely  advanced  a  few 
paces,  however,  when  they  recoiled,  overcome  by 
the  halefiil  air,  or  by  some  fearful  vision.'  Upon 
this,  the  king  ordered  that  fires  should  be  kindled 
to  dispel  the  darkness,  and  to  correct  the  noxious 
and  long-imprisoned  air ;  he  then  led  the  way 
into  the  interior ;  hut,  Ihongh  stout  of  heart.  h« 
adv^meed  with  awe  and  hesitation. 

1  Bledn.  Cnmiea,  cap.  7. 
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AAer  proMeding  a  sliort  diatauce,  he  entered  a 
hall  or  tinte-chamber,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
wlikJi  WHS  a,  door,  and  before  it,  ou  a  [ledeaul, 
stuod  a  gigftntic  figure,  of  the  color  of  bronze 
and  of  a  terrible  aspect.  It  held  a  huge  nuice, 
whitJi  it  whirled  incessautly,  giving  such  cruel 
mtid  resounding  blows  upon  the  eartli  as  to  pre- 
rent  all  further  entrance. 

Tile  king  pansod  at  sight  of  this  appalling 
6gimt,  for  whether  it  were  a  living  being,  or  a 
Maine  of  tnagie  artifice,  he  coultl  not  tell.  On  it£ 
breast  was  a  scroll,  whereon  was  inecritied,  in 
lat^  letters.  "  I  do  my  dutj-."  '  After  a  little 
wlule  Roderick  plucked  up  heart,  and  addreued 
it  with  great  solemnity.  "Whatever  tliou  bo," 
said  be.  -  know  that  1  come  not  to  violate  this 
aaoctoarr,  but  to  inquire  into  the  mystery  it  con* 
tsiBt ;  [  conjure  thee,  therefore,  to  let  me  pass  in 

Upm  llib  the  figure  paoeed  with  uplifted 
iBaee,aad  tfae  kiag  and  hi£  tnin  passed  unmo- 
leMed  tfaoo^  the  door. 

T^tj  Bov  entered  a  vast  diatuber.  of  a  rare 
and  ■■■faov  aiclrisecure,  difficult  to  be  de- 
f^J  The  KaUt  were  inavsted  with  the  must 
pmiii  p-ii  •»  joined  together  ae  to  form  oue 
^MWtk  aad  perfatt  wafcce.     The  lofiy  d 

pBKvA  W  t»  ■  " 

I  of  the   I 
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Att  wnlls  :uiil  IV  nuiiler  uvhtt  'jiijoa 
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iAihK y<mtaf  tba  wutU  tbraa  ifauMnni  mii  ax. 
0putt  ttaa  tahls  mmJ  »  gpMcn  a^M.  ocUy  Ml 
rauml  wilii  pwwnoiM.  -awiw*.  ani  olowd  Kttlt » lodE 

-'III  tlii* uuAr  i» omtaiDBi  tfa*  ■jbimt  of  tba 
ittwM^  'Ow  ImmI  of  DuiM  tawi «  bag:  ^aa  tipMi 
ifc  bat  tH  Um  bt*— ■:  &r  rafwlw  «««mk 
«tIL  !■•  mvniled  w  Ian,  wkkii  an  loiaiK  ^daan 
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doth,  tiilded  l>etween  two  tablets  of  cop|>'.'i'.  On 
unfuliling  it,  lie  beheld  paiuteJ  ou  it  figui'oH  uf 
lueu  ou  liurseback,  of  fierce  clemennor,  clad  ill 
curtiana  and  robes  of  various  colors,  ]iA43r  the 
fashion  of  the  Arabs,  with  scimetars  haoging  from 
their  necks,  aiid  croBS-bonB  uC  their  Gaddle-backs, 
and  they  carried  banners  and  pennons  with  divers 
devices.  Above  them  was  inscribeii,  in  Greek 
cfattracterE,  •■  Rash  mouarch  !  behoW  lie  men  who 
&re  to  hurl  thee  from  thy  throne,  and  subdue  thy 
kiagdou ! " 

At  u^t  of  these  ihings  the  king  wan  troubled 
in  spirit,  and  dismay  fell  upon  his  alteudants. 
While  they  were  yet  regarding  the  paintmgs,  it 
seemed  a&  if  the  figures  begati  to  move,  and  a 
fiuut  sound  of  WEirlike  tumalt  arose  from  the 
dcfUi,  with  the  clash  of  cymbal  and  bray  of  trum- 
(jM,  ibe  ueigh  of  sl^ed  itaA  shout  of  army ;  but 
all  vat  bwd  indkdncliy,  as  if  afar  off,  or  in  a 
rererie  or  dteam.  The  tnore  ihey  gazed,  the 
r*-™-—  becacw  the  motion,  and  the  louder  the 
WMK ;  and  the  liwii  doth  rolled  forth,  and  ampli- 
fiod,  aad  spread  out,  as  it  were,  ii  mighty  bauiier, 
and  iOtd  the  ban,  and  mingled  with  the  air.  nniil 
tta  leilure  aaa  no  longer  riutde,  at  appealed  as 
a  IraiMt—mil  dead.  And  tbe  sliadowy  figures 
I  ■»"*™-,  and  tbe  din  and  nproar 
il  fienxr ;  and  whether  the  whole 

shaAad  ^vikb  eoajand  ap  bjr  capecnamral 

'      ~      TbejbdKld 

a  fftM.  faU  of  hatda,  wbcm  Onia- 

wen  aigigtd  ia  deadly  eon- 
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difiL  I'tif)  luuuil  il)u  rudi  luul  Inunp  of  HI<^e<ls, 
iba  Uliwt  iif  ii'uui|i  (ui't  i-luriou,  tbti  Aar.]i  uf  cjm- 
twl,  mill  lliu  •tunuy  •llii  ul'  K  iJiuiuiauil  ilrums. 
'lluicfi  was  Uiu  ivluiib  of  HWunis,  raid  lotKes,  und 
tHilblu'iitko,  wilb  titi'  whiadiiig  uf  lu-ruws  anil  the 
Uui'tlinu  »l  iliu'U  mill  luuutw.  Tliu  Chrititiaas 
ijuiulwl  butiiiti  tlio  Will  \  Um  iutiiWia  prusMnl  upou 
liiuui  (Ui't  pul  Uiuui  u>  uttor  ruui;  ihu  suuiiliuxi 
tii  (Jlu  i^iuw  WUB  iwit  iluwu,  Ulu  tMUUtur  of  Spain. 
Hw  u^IUku  iiinW  tool,  ihw  .ur  reiiuiui<ii'*I  trith 
ihiiutn  ft  iriiuuiili.  witJi  7>11b  uf  liiry.  and  wiUi 
Ulu  ^ivuii*  i>t'  J.viU^  OIDU.  .^Vutidst  Ulu  tlviug 
dliMdiuuB  KiiiK  tJMitiiiok  ImIiuIiI  ^i  cmwDtxi  vntr- 
t^,  vvikuM)  bwk,  wni)  (wmhixIh  liiuu  tmt  wlrnai) 
W«lul^  ituU  ^luvitM  wMv  Uiu  fvru,  lUil  whu  wa» 
UOWiwJ  uii  n  whitw  >uuwd  ibu  nswiubiwl  Itis  own 
iwr-lliirw  l.lrvlw-  IJi  Utu  ouultitiiuu  '>f  the  itight, 
lilu  ttwrioc  WM  illMiwuiHitl,  LUiti  HRw  uu  longHC 
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Tbt  king  orderol  lliat  the  iron  portal  slioulil 
'  be  cIiM«d,  but  the  door  was  inimovuljl(<,  iiuii  tin- 
[  espaliers  were  diamojed  by  the  tremenijims  tur- 
moil and  the  loitigled  shouta  and  groans  Unit  coii- 
tinned  to  prevuU  within.  The  king  and  liis  train 
bastened  back  to  Toledo,  pursued  and  pelted  hy 
the  tempesL  The  mouiitiuns  shook  and  echoed 
with  the  thunder.  Ireea  were  uprooted  and  blown 
down,  and  the  Tagus  raged  und  roared  iuid  flowed 
above  its  banks.  It  seemed  to  the  aSright«d 
ooortjers  as  if  the  phantom  legions  of  the  tower 
had  iMoed  forth  and  mingled  with  the  storm ;  for 
the  daps  of  thunder  and  the  howling  of 
the  wind,  thejr  landed  diey  heard  tbi;  sound  of 
the  drams  and  trnnipetfi,  the  shouts  of  armiea, 
and  the  rush  of  sieeds.  Thos  beaten  by  tempetit 
^rwhelmed  with  horror,  the  king  and  his 
coHrtierH  arrived  at  Ti^edo,  cJattering  aoroM  the 
|1ndge  of  tbe  Tagtu,  and  entering  the  gate  in 
~  ~  tlKni^  tltey  had  been  par- 

In  ibe  iButuiag  tbe  hesvou  were  again  wrene, 
all  ■  ■!■!  I  ■»»  redored  to  tTanqniltity.  The 
■ned  fcrth  with  hi*  araliM*, 
■ad  lo  tbe  tower,  fiJIowcd  bj  a 
pert  ■riUndfc.iKbe  waa  aaxioaa  oooe  OKire  lo 
doac  Ae  km  imr,  ad  ihn  ap  ihoie  erili  dot 
ibr  ■-  iilT  »  .,  ^-  .-■ .     B«t  ki!  <w 

coaiif  ■  a^fct*  «f  Ac  lower.  «  new  woodtr  nol 
«T».    -4*  t^  apprnd  fa^  b  ibe  air. 
Be  ben  ip 


the  wind 

»tlte  dron 
and  tbe  i 
Id  Ik 


E  umaem  tw  otjt  j 
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veteran  troopB,  Fteasoned  in  warfare  and  accuBtomed 
to  victory.  Tliuy  were  led  by  au  old  Arab  gen- 
eral, Muza  l)en  Nosier,  to  whom  was  confiiled  the 
gorenimeut  of  AJniagreb,  —  most  of  whieb  be 
bad  himaclf  conquered.  The  ambitioii  of  this  vet- 
eran was  to  make  the  Moslem  conquest  complete, 
fay  ezpelltag  the  Chrisdanafrom  the  Afiican  shores ; 
with  thia  view  hb  troops  meuaced  the  few  remain- 
ing Gotliic  fortreseea  of  Tingitauia,  while  he  him- 
self aat  down  in  person  before  the  walls  of  Ceata. 
The  Arab  chieftain  hod  been  rendered  confident 
by  continual  snoceas,  and  thought  nothing  could 
resist  his  arms  and  the  sacred  standard  of  [he 
Prophet  Impatient  of  the  tedious  delaya  of  a 
siege,  he  led  his  troops  boldly  agiunst  the  rock- 
built  towers  of  Ccula,  and  »ttempt«d  to  take  the 
place  by  storm.  The  onset  was  fierce,  and  the 
struggle  desperate :  the  swartby  sons  of  the  desert 
were  light  and  vigorous,  and  of  fiery  spirit ;  but 
the  Goths,  inured  to  danger  on  this  frontier,  re- 
tained the  stubborn  valor  of  their  race,  so  im- 
paired among  their  brethren  in  Spain.  They 
were  commanded,  too,  by  one  skilled  in  war&re 
and  ambitious  of  renown.  After  a  vehement  con- 
flict, the  Moslem  assailants  were  repulsed  from  all 
points,  and  driven  from  the  walls.  Don  Julian 
sallied  forth  and  barocsed  them  in  their  retreat, 
and  so  severe  was  the  carnage  tbat  the  veteran 
MuEa  was  fun  to  break  up  his  camp  and  retire 
confounded  from  the  siege. 

The  victory  at  Ceuta  resounded  tfarougbouc 
"nngilauia.  and  spread  universal  joy.  On  every 
aide  were  heard  shouts  of  exultation,  mingled  witb 
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prau<«  of  Cowit  Julian.  He  wa8  hailed  liy  the 
people^  wherever  he  went,  ss  their  deliverer,  and 
blessings  were  invoked  upon  tua  head.  The  heart 
of  Cunnt  Julian  was  liited  up,  aud  his  spirit 
swelled  wiihin  him  i  but  it  was  vrith  noble  and 
virliioiis  pride,  for  he  was  conscious  of  huving 
merileft  the  blessings  of  his  country. 

In  the  midst  of  his  exultation,  and  while  the 
r^idngs  of  the  people  were  yet  sounding  in  his 
ean,  the  page  arrived  who  bore  the  letter  &om 
his  nnfbrtanate  daughter. 

■*  What  ^dings  fi^m  the  king  ?  "  aaid  tlie  count, 
■s  (Jie  page  knelt  before  liim.  "  Noue.  my  lord." 
Tvplied  the  youth;  "  but  T  bear  a  letter  sent  in  all 
ha«te  by  the  Lady  Florindo." 

lie  ttwk  the  letter  from  his  bosom  and  pre- 
•eiited  il  to  his  lord.  As  Count  Julian  read  it.  his 
emmtenance  darkene<l  and  felL  "  This,"  said  ho, 
Intterly,  "  a  my  reward  for  serving  a  tyrant ;  and 
theM!  are  the  honors  heaped  on  me  by  my  country 
while  fighting  ita  battles  in  a  foreign  laud.  May 
eril  overtake  me,  and  iufiuny  rest  upon  my  name, 
if  I  oeaae  until  I  have  tiill  mcaaare  of  revenge." 

CuuDt  Julian  was  vehement  in  his  passions,  and 
took  no  counsel  in  his  wrath.  His  spirit  was 
bwaghty  in  the  extreme,  but  destitute  of  true 
tnagnauimily.  and  when  once  wonnded.  turned  to 
gall  aud  ven<<m.  A  dark  and  malignant  hatred 
entefcd  into  bis  sool,  not  only  agsinsl  Don  Rod- 
eridc,  bat  agnitist  all  Spain  ;  he  looked  upon  it 
Mt  tbe  Kcne  of  his  disgrace,  a  land  in  which  his 
fiunQy  was  dishonored,  and.  in  seeking  U>  revenge 
the  WTODgs  be  had  mfiered  from  bis  sovereign,  he 
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the  frontier  umler  his  command,  anii  prevailed 
upon  the  king  to  send  thither  the  lieat  horstu  uiid 
arms  remaining  from  the  time  of  Witiza,  there 
being  no  netnl  of  them  in  the  centre  of  Spain, 
in  ite  present  tranquil  state.  Tlie  residue,  at  his 
suggestion,  was  stationed  on  the  frontiers  of 
Gsllin ;  so  that  the  kingdom  was  Ictl  almost 
wholly  without  defense  against  any  sudden  irrup- 
tiOD  from  the  south. 

Having  thus  artfully  arranged  his  plans,  anil 
all  things  being  prepared  for  his  return  to  Africa, 
he  obtained  permission  to  withdraw  his  daughter 
from  the  court,  and  leave  her  with  her  mother. 
ihe  Countess  Frandina,  who,  he  pretended,  lay 
duigerously  ill  at  Algeziraa.  Count  Julian  issaed 
OQt  or  the  gate  of  the  city,  followed  by  a  shining 
iMod  of  chosen  followers,  while  be»ide  him,  on  a 
palfrey,  rode  the  pale  and  weeping  Florinda.  The 
populace  bailed  and  blessed  bim  as  be  paeeed,  but 
his  bean  turned  from  them  with  loatbiog.  As 
he  crossed  the  bridge  of  the  Tagus  he  looked 
bock  with  a  dark  brow  upon  Toledo,  and  raised 
his  mailed  hand  and  shook  it  at  the  royal  palaco 
of  King  Roderick,  which  crested  the  rocky  beighi. 
"  A  father's  rnrse,"  said  he,  "  be  upon  tboe  and 
thine  \  may  desolation  fiiU  upon  thy  dwel^ng,  and 
confusion  and  defeat  upon  thy  realm  !  " 

In    liis   joumeyiugs  through  the  countiy,    he 

looked  round  him  with  a  malignant  eye  :  the  pipe 

of  the  shepherd  and  the  song  of  the  husbandmuik 

were  as  discord  to  his  soul ;  every  sight  and  sound 

^^m       of  human  happiness  sickened  him  at  heart ;  and, 
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might  Bce  the  whole  scene  of  prosperity  l^d 
waste  with  lire  and  sword  by  the  invader. 

The  Btory  of  domestic  oatrage  and  disgrace  had 
already  been  made  known  to  the  Countess  Fran- 
dina.  When  tlie  hapless  Florindn  came  in  pres- 
ence of  her  mother,  she  fell  on  her  neck,  and  hid 
her  bee  in  her  bosom,  and  wept ;  but  the  coont- 
ess  ahed  never  a  tear,  for  she  was  a  woman 
haughty  of  spirit  and  strong  of  heart.  She 
looked  her  husband  sternly  in  tie  face.  "  Perdi- 
tion light  upon  thy  head,"  said  she,  "  if  thou  sub- 
mit to  this  dishonor.  For  my  own  part,  woman 
as  I  am,  I  will  assemble  the  followers  of  my 
house,  nor  rest  imtil  rivers  of  blood  have  waahed 
away  this  stiun." 

"  Be  saiistied,"  replied  the  count ;  "  vengeance 
is  on  foot,  and  will  be  sure  and  ample." 

Being  now  in  his  ovm  domains,  surrounded  by 
his  relatives  and  friends,  Count  Julian  went  on 
to  complete  his  wob  of  treason.  In  this  he  was 
aided  by  his  brother-in-law,  Oppas,  the  Bishop  of 
Seville,  —  a  man  dark  and  perfidious  as  the  night, 
but  devout  in  demeanor,  and  smooth  and  plaus- 
ible in  council.  This  artful  prelate  had  contrived 
to  work  himself  into  the  entire  contidence  of  the 
king,  and  had  even  prevailed  upon  him  to  pei^ 
mit  his  nephews,  Evan  and  Siseburto,  the  exiled 
80DS  of  Wltiza.  to  return  into  Sjimu.  They  re- 
sided in  Andalusia,  and  were  now  looked  to  as  fit 
instruments  in  the  present  traitorous  conspiracy. 

By  the  advice  of  the  bishop.  Count  Julian 
called  a  secret  meeting  of  his  relatives  and  ad- 
beroota  on  a  wild  rocky  mountjiiu,  not  &r  from 
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and  which  still  bean*  the  Moorish 
of  "  La  Siorra  de  Calderin."  or  the 
.  of  Treason.'  When  all  were  assembled, 
,  Julian  appeared  among  them,  accompanied 
by  the  bishop  and  by  the  Countess  Fraudina. 
Il^en  gnthering  around  him  those  who  were  of 
his  blood  and  kimlred,  ha  revealed  the  outrage 
thai  had  been  offered  to  their  house-  He  rep- 
rcseni«d  to  thorn  that  Roderick  was  their  legiti- 
eoemy  ;  that  he  bad  dethroned  WitiJ'ji,  their 
relation,  and  hud  now  stained  the  honor  of  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  daughters  of  their  lino.  The 
Conntesg  Frandina  seconded  his  worvls.  She 
wa*  a  woman  majestic  in  person  and  eloquent  of 
tongue,  and  being  inspired  by  a  mother's  feelings, 
her  speech  aroused  the  assembled  cavuliers  to 
ftiry. 

The  count  took  advantage  of  the  excitement 
of  tJie  monient  to  unfold  his  plan.  Tlie  main 
object  was  to  dethrone  Don  Roderick,  and  give 
lite  crown  Ui  the  sons  of  the  late  King  Witiia. 
By  this  means  they  would  visit  the  sins  of  the 
tyrant  upon  liis  head,  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
Htore  the  regal  honors  to  their  line.  For  this 
pnrpose  their  own  force  would  he  insutHoieat, 
but  they  might  procure  the  lud  of  Miiza  hen 
Noeier,  the  Arabian  general  in  mauril^nia.  who 
would  no  doubt  gladly  send  a.  part  of  his  troops 
into  Spain  to  assist  to  the  enterprise. 

The    plot    thus    suggested    by    Count    Julian 

received  the  unholy  sanction  of   Bishop  Oppas. 

who  engaged  to  aid  it  secretly  with  all  his  in- 

1  BlecU,  c«p,  6. 
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i  tat  be  had  great  wealtli  laA 
ABj  NttitMn.  The  enunple 
1  lU  who  mi^t 
odKnriM  lun  wavered,  tad  ihej  bomd  thnn- 
OThwt  \fj  dnndlU  OMiba  to  be  tnn  to  Ibe  coo- 
a|Mntcgr<  CVhui  Jsfitt  —dtnook  id  proceed  to 
JUHokaidwck  tb»c*apof  Sfan,  to  iweotiale 
Hm-Iw  «U.  wUletbe  b^op  wm  ta  keep  dMt 
di»  (MAW  of  lui^  ftoaerick.  Md  Imj  bn  bto 


I 


i«4C*»ai»,*iin[ii«iii**iy»««imk. 
<lrh  Cta>.<rr*>OA<<«>llata:badi 


"'*^^*^ 


allEN  Count  Julian  bad  placed  hie  h 

T\ty  in  C«iita,  surrounded  by 
I  iMldieiy  devoted  to  his  fortuues,  he  took 
iriih  bim  a  few  confidential  folloncrs  and  departed 
in  secret  for  the  camp  of  the  Arabiftn  Erair,  Muza 
ben  Nosier.  The  camp  was  spread  out  in  one  of 
those  pastoral  valleyK  which  lie  at  the  feet  of  the 
Barboiy  Hilla,  with  the  great  range  of  the  Atlas 
Mountains  towering  in  the  distance.  lu  the 
motley  army  here  assembled  were  warriors  of 
every  tribe  and  nation,  that  had  been  nnited  by 
pact  or  conquest  in  the  cause  of  Islam.  There 
were  those  who  had  tbUowed  Muza  from  the  fertile 
regions  of  Egypt,  across  the  deserts  of  Barcu, 
and  those  who  had  joined  his  standurd  from  among 
the  simbumt  tribes  of  Mauritania.  There  were 
Saracen  and  Tartar,  Syrian  and  Copt,  and  swarthy 
Moor ;  eumptnous  warriors  from  the  dvilized  cities 
of  the  Kost,  and  the  gaunt  and  predatory  rovers 
of  the  desert.  The  greater  part  of  the  army, 
however,  was  composed  of  Arabs ;  but  differing 
greatly  from  ihe  first  rude  hordes  that  enliettid 
under  the  banner  of  Mahomet.    Almost  a  century 
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of  oontiDual  vars  with  the  cultivated  uations  of 
the  East  had  rendered  them  aocomptiiihed  war- 
riors ;  and  the  cxxasional  eojouro  in  luxuriotis 
couDtriea  and  populous  dtiea,  bad  acquainted  them 
with  the  artd  and  habits  of  civiiizt^  Ufe.  Slill 
the  roviug,  restless,  aud  predatory  habita  of  the 
genuiue  son  of  lehmael  prevailed,  in  defiance  of 
every  chaoge  of  clime  or  situation. 

Count  Julian  found  the  Arab  conqueror  Uuza 
surrounded  by  somewhat  of  Oriental  state  and 
splendor.  He  was  advanced  in  life,  but  of  a  nohle 
presence,  and  concealed  his  age  by  dngeing  bis  hair 
and  beard  with  henna.  The  count  assumed  an 
ur  of  soldier-like  frankness  and  decision  when  he 
came  into  his  presence.  "  Hitherto,"  a^d  he, 
"  we  have  been  eneoues ;  but  I  come  to  thee  in 
peaoo,  and  it  rests  with  thee  to  make  me  the  most 
devoted  of  thy  friends.  I  have  no  longer  coun- 
try or  king.  Roderick  the  Goth  is  an  usurper, 
and  my  deadly  foe ;  he  has  wounded  my  honor  in 
the  tenderest  point,  and  my  country  affords  me 
no  redress.  Aid  me  in  my  vengeance,  and  I  will 
deliver  alt  Spain  into  thy  hands,  —  a  laud  for  ex- 
oeoding  in  fertility  and  wealth  all  the  vaunted  re- 
gioDS  thou  hast  conquered  b  'Hngilania." 

The  heart  of  Muu  leaped  with  Joy  at  these 
words,  fbr  he  was  a  bold  and  ambitions  conqueror, 
and,  having  overrun  all  wesli^rn  Africa,  had  often 
cast  a  wistlul  eye  to  the  mountains  of  Spain,  u 
he  beheld  them  brightening  beyond  the  waters  of 
the  strait.  Still  he  possessed  the  caution  of  a 
veteran,  aud  feared  to  engage  in  an  enterprise  of 
sod)  moment,  and  to  cany  his  arms  into  another 
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e  approbatiou  of 
his  sovereign.  Ilaring  drown  from  Count  Julian 
the  porticuIarB  of  bis  pluu,  and  of  the  meani)  ho 
possessed  to  carry  it  into  effect,  he  laid  them  be- 
fore his  confideiid&l  counselors  and  officers,  and 
demanded  their  opinion.  "  These  words  of  Count 
Julian,''  said  be,  "  muy  be  false  and  deceitflil ;  or 
he  may  notpossees  the  power  to  fulfill  his  promisee. 
The  whole  may  be  a  pretended  triasou  to  draw 
lu  on  to  our  destruction.  It  is  more  natural  that 
be  should  be  treacherous  to  us  than  to  his  coun- 
try.- 

Among  the  generals  of  Mnzo,  was  a  gaunt, 
swarthy  veleran,  scarred  with  wounds,  —  a  very 
Arab,  whose  great  delight  was  roving  and  desper- 
ftlc  enterprise,  and  who  cored  for  nothing  beyond 
his  meed,  his  lance,  and  scimetar.  He  was  a  native 
of  Damascus ;  his  name  was  Taric  ben  Zeyad, 
bat,  from  having  lost  an  eye,  ho  was  known  among 
the  Spaniards  by  the  appellation  of  Taric  el 
Tuerto,  or  Taric  the  one-eyed. 

The  hot  blood  of  this  veteran  lahmaelite  was 
iu  a  ferment  wbeu  he  heard  of  a  new  country  to 
invade  and  vast  regions  to  subdue,  and  he  dreaded 
Icet  the  caatiouB  hesitation  of  Muza  should  permit 
the  glorious  prize  lo  escape  them.  "  You  speak 
doubdngly,"  said  he,  "  of  the  words  of  this  Cbris- 
tiaD  lavalier.  but  tlicir  truth  is  easily  lo  be  as- 
certained. Give  me  four  galleys  and  a  handful 
1,  and  I  will  depart  with  this  Count  Juhan, 
skirt  the  Christian  coast,  and  bring  thee  bade 
tidingB  of  tlie  luid.  and  of  Iiis  means  to  put  it  in 
oar  power." 
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The  words  of  the  veteran  pleased  Muza  ben 
Nosier,  tmd  he  ^ve  his  consent ;  and  Taric  de- 
parted with  four  galleys,  and  five  hundred  men, 
guided  by  the  traitor  Julian.'  This  first  expedition 
of  the  Arabs  against  Spain,  took  place,  according 
to  certain  historiaos,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
seven  hundred  and  twelve ;  though  others  differ 
on  this  point,  as  indeed  they  do  upon  ahnoat  every 
point  in  this  early  period  of  Spanish  history.  The 
dale  to  which  the  judicious  chroniclers  incline,  is 
that  of  seven  hundred  and  ten,  in  the  month  of 
July-  It  would  appear  from  some  authorities, 
also,  that  the  galleys  of  Taric  cruised  along  the 
coasts  of  Andalusia  aud  Lusitania,  under  the 
feigned  character  of  merchant  barks,  nor  is  Ihis 
at  all  improbable,  while  they  were  seeking  merely 
to  observe  the  land,  and  get  a  knowledge  of  the 
harbors.  "Wherever  they  touched,  Count  Julian 
dispalched  emissaries  to  assemble  his  friends  and 
adherents  at  an  appointed  place.  They  gathered 
together  secretly  at  Gezira  Alhadra,  that  is  to 
Bay,  the  Green  Island,  where  they  held  a  confer- 
ence with  Count  Julian  in  presence  of  Taric  ben 
Zeyad."  Here  they  agaui  avowed  their  readiness 
to  flock  to  his  standard  whenever  it  should  be 
openly  raised,  and  made  known  their  various  prep- 
arations for  a  rebellion.  Taric  was  convinced, 
by  all  that  he  had  seen  and  heard,  that  Count 
Julian  had  not  deceived  tliem,  either  as  to  his  dis- 
position or  his  means  to  betray  his  country.     In- 

■  Beutei,  Cnm.    Otn.   Jt   Kiptnn,   L.   1,  c.  SS.     Ukrmal. 
Dttcr^  de  ^rica,  L.  3,  c.  10. 
*  Ultda,  OtKL  e.  B. 
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diilging  his  Arab  indinatioDs,  he  made  an  inroad 
into  the  land,  collected  great  spoil  and  many 
captiyes,  and  bore  off  his  plunder  in  Iriomph  to 
Muza,  as  a  specimen  of  the  riches  to  be  gained 
bj  the  conqaest  of  the  Christian  land.^ 

1  Conde,  EuL  Dom.  Arab,  part  1,  c.  8. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

:  of  Hnu  tn   the   Csli)ih.  —  SoEoDd   Exp«diC>oa   oT 


HN  hfaring  Lhe  tidings  brought  by  Taric 
cl  Tiierto,  and    beholding  the  epoil    he 

I  had  coUected,  Muza  wrote  a  ietwr  lo  the 

Calijih  WaJed  Ahnanzor,  setting  forth  the  traitor- 
ous proffer  of  Couot  Julian,  and  the  probability, 
through  his  means,  of  waking  n  suecesafiil  invasioD 
of  S}iain.  "  A  new  land."  said  he,  "  spreads  it- 
aelf  out  before  our  delighied  eyes,  and  incites 
our  ooift]uesl :  a  land,  too,  that  equals  SynA  in 
the  fertility  of  il«  soil  and  the  serenity  of  its  sky; 
Temen,  or  Arabia  the  H^py.  in  its  ddightfol 
lompenU»T« ;  ludia,  in  its  flowers  and  spices ; 
He^iai,  in  ita  fruits  and  flowers ;  Calhay,  in  its 
)H«cious  miutvals ;  and  Aden,  in  the  excellenoe 
of  its  port»  and  haihm^  It  is  populous  also, 
and  wealthy ;  having  many  splendid  dties  and 
m^cslic  inonuincnt?  of  andeni  arc  Wbsi  is  to 
prevent  this  glorioiK  land  ftvaa  beooming  the  in- 
hi^riUuiM  of  the  Cuthful  ?  Already  we  have  ovbi^ 
tatav  the  tribes  of  Berbery,  of  Zab,  of  Derar  of 
ZaaTH,  Manunnda  and  Sus.  and  the  notorious 
BtBudari]  of  Islam  Aoats  on  tlie  towers  ot  Tangier. 
But  four  leagoos  of  sm  sepoiMe  as  from  ibe  op- 
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poeile  co&aL  One  word  from  my  sovereign,  and 
the  conquerors  of  Africa  will  pour  their  legions 
Ldio  Audalusia,  re«cae  it  from  the  domination  of 
the  uDbelicver,  and  subdue  it  to  the  law  of   the 

The  Caliph  waa  overjoyed  with  the  contents  of 
the  letter.  "  God  is  great! "  exclaimed  he,  "  and 
Hahomet  'a  liis  prophet !  It  lias  beeti  foretold  bj 
the  ambasutdor  of  Giod  thai  his  law  should  extend 
to  the  ultimate  parts  of  the  West,  and  be  carried 
by  the  sword  Into  aew  and  unknown  re^ons. 
Behold  another  land  is  opened  for  the  triumphs 
of  the  faithful.  It  is  the  will  of  Allah,  and  be 
his  sovereign  will  obeyed."  So  the  Caliph  sent 
missives  to  Muza,  authorizing  him  to  undertake 
the  conquest. 

Upon  this  there  was  a  great  stir  of  preparation, 
and  numerous  vessels  were  assembled  and  equipped 
at  Tangier  to  convey  the  invading  army  across  the 
Btraitg.  Twelve  thousand  men  were  diosen  for 
ilus  expedition,  —  most  of  them  light  Arabian 
troops,  seasoned  in  warfare,  and  fitted  for  hardy 
and  rapid  enterprise.  Among  them  were  many 
horsemen,  mounted  on  fleet  Arabian  steeds.  The 
whole  was  put  under  the  command  of  the  veteran 
Taric  el  Tuerto,  or  the  one-eyed,  in  whom  Musa 
repoaed  implicit  confidence  ae  in  a  second  sel£ 
Taric  accepteil  the  command  with  joy ;  his  martini 
Gre  was  roiised  at  the  idea  of  having  such  an 
army  nnder  hia  sole  comnmnd,  and  such  a  coun- 
,  and  he    secretly  determined  never 
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He  choee  a  dark  night  to  convey  his  troops 
across  the  Straits  of  Hercules,  and  by  break  of 
day  they  began  U>  disembark  at  Tarifa  before  the 
country  hud  time  to  take  the  aJartn.  A  few 
Cbrifitians  hastily  assembled  from  the  neighbor- 
hood and  opposed  their  landing,  but  were  easily 
pat  to  flight.  Taric  stood  on  the  sea-side,  and 
watched  until  the  last  squadron  had  landed,  and 
all  the  horses,  armor,  and  munitions  of  war  were 
brought  on  shore ;  he  then  gave  orders  to  set 
fire  to  the  ships.  The  Moslems  were  struck 
with  terror  when  they  beheld  their  Seet  wrapped 
in  flames  and  smoke,  and  sinking  beneath  th« 
waves.  "  How  shall  we  escape,"  exclaimed  they, 
"  if  the  fortune  of  war  should  be  against  us  ? " 
"  There  is  no  escape  for  the  coward,"  cried  Taric ; 
"  the  brave  man  thinks  of  none ;  your  only  chance 
is  victory."  "  But  how  without  ships  shull  we 
ever  return  to  our  homes  ?  "  "  Your  homes,"  re- 
plied Taric,  "  are  before  you ;  but  you  mast  win 
them  with  your  swords." 

While  Taric  was  yet  talking  wilh  his  followers, 
says  one  of  the  ancient  chroniclers,  a.  Christian 
female  wa>*  descried  waving  a  while  pennon  on  a 
reed,  in  signal  of  peace.  On  being  brought  into 
the  presence  of  Taric,  she  prostrated  herself  be- 
fore him.  "  Sefior, "  said  she,  ''  I  am  an  andent 
woman ;  and  it  is  now  fully  siity  years  past  and 
gone  since,  as  I  was  keeping  vigils  one  wmter's 
night  by  the  fireside,  I  heard  my  Citfaer,  who  was 
sn  exceeding  old  man,  read  a  prophecy  stud  to 
have  been  written  by  a  holy  friar ;  and  this  was 
the  purport  of  the  prophecy,  that  a  time  would 
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i  when  our  couotry  would  be  iiivuile<l  auil 
conqnered  b;  a  people  from  Africa  of  a  Btraoge 
k  strange  tongue,  and  u  strange  religion. 
Tbey  were  to  be  led  by  n  strong  and  wiliant  cap- 
tsin.  who  would  be  known  by  those  signs :  on  his 
right  shoulder  he  would  have  a  hairy  mole,  and 
his  rieht  arm  would  be  much  longer  than  the  lelt, 
and  of  such  length  as  lo  enable  him  to  cover  bis 
knee  with  his  band  without  bending  bis  body." 

Taric  listened  to  the  old  beldame  with  grave 
attention,  and  when  she  had  concladed,  he  laid 
bare  his  shoulder,  and  lo  !  there  was  the  mole  as 
it  had  he«n  described  ;  hia  right  arm,  also,  was  in 
Terity  foimd  to  exceed  the  other  in  length,  though 
not  to  the  degree  that  had  been  mentioned.  Upon 
ihifi  the  Arab  host  shouted  for  joy,  and  felt  as- 
mu«d  of  conquesL 

The  discreet  Antonio  Agapida,  though  he  re- 
oorda  this  circumstance  as  it  is  set  down  In  andent 
chTonicle,  yet  withholtls  his  belief  from  the  pre- 
tended prophecy,  considering  the  whole  a  cunning 
device  of  Taric  to  increase  the  courage  of  bis 
troops.  "  Donbtless,"  says  he,  "  there  was  a 
collusion  between  this  andent  sibyl  and  the  crafly 
son  of  Ishmael ;  for  these  iufidei  leaders  were  full 
of  damnable  inventions  Co  work  upon  the  super- 
stitious lUncies  of  their  followers,  and  (o  inspire 
them  with  a  blind  confidence  in  the  succesB  of 
their  arms." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  veteran  Taric  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  excitement  of  his  soldiery,  and  led 
Aem  forward  to  giun  possession  of  a  stronghold, 
which  was,  in  a  manner,  the  key  to  all  the  adja- 
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cent  cowutry.  This  was  a  lofty  mountaia  or  prom- 
ontory almost  surrounded  by  the  sea,  and  connected 
with  the  maiu-limd  by  a  narrow  isthmus.  It  was 
called  the  rock  of  Calpe,  and,  Uke  the  opposite 
rock  of  Ceuta^  commauded  the  eDtrance  to  the 
Medit«rraucaD  Sea.  Here,  in  old  times,  Heroalei 
had  set  up  one  of  Ilia  pillars,  and  the  city  of  He- 
luclea  had  been  built. 

As  Taric  advanced  against  this  promontory,  he 
viae  opposed  by  a  hasty  levy  of  the  Christians, 
who  had  nsaembled  nuder  the  banner  of  a  Gothic 
noble  of  great  power  and  importance,  whose  do- 
mains lay  along  the  mountainous  eoast  of  the 
Mediterranean.  The  name  of  this  Christian 
cavalier  was  Theodomir,  but  he  has  universally 
been  called  Tadniir  by  the  Arabian  historians, 
and  is  renowned  oa  being  the  first  commauder 
that  nmde  any  stand  against  (he  inroads  of  the 
Moslems.  He  was  about  forty  years  of  age  j 
hardy,  prompt,  and  sagacious ;  and  had  all  the 
Gothic  nobles  been  equally  vigilant  and  slirewd 
in  their  defense,  the  banner  of  Islam  would  never 
have  triumphed  over  the  land. 

Theodomir  had  bnt  seventeen  hundred  men 
under  his  command,  and  tlieee  but  rudely  armed ; 
yet  he  made  a  resolute  stand  agiunst  the  army  of 
Taric,  and  defended  the  pass  to  the  promontory 
with  great  valor.  He  was  at  lenglii  obliged  to 
retreat,  and  Taric  advanced  and  planted  his  attin- 
dard  on  tlie  rock  of  Calpe,  and  fortified  it  as  his 
stronghold,  and  as  the  means  of  securing  a 


trance  into  the  land.     To 


his  first 


victory,  he  changed  the  name  of  the  promontory, 
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r  the   MoLuituiu  of 
;  has  grad- 


und  called  it  Gibel  Taric,  < 
Taric,  but  in  process  of  time  die 
uaUy  been  altered  to  Gibraltar. 

Ill  the  mean  time,  the  patriotic  cliieflain  Theo- 
dofflir,  having  collected  hie  routed  forces,  eu- 
caai{)ed  with  them  on  the  ekirt«  of  the  mouutaiiiB, 
sod  snmmoned  the  comitrj  round  to  join  his 
stimdard.  Ue  sent  oS  missives  in  all  speed  to 
the  king,  imparting  in  brief  and  blunt  terms  the 
news  of  the  invasion,  and  craving  asaistaDce  with 
equal  frankness.  "  Seiior,"  said  he,  in  his  letter, 
"  the  legions  of  Africa  are  upon  us,  but  whether 
they  Dome  from  heaven  or  earth  I  know  not 
Hiey  seem  to  have  fallen  from  the  clouds,  for 
tbey  have  no  slups.  We  have  been  taken  by 
anrprise,  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  obliged 
to  retreat ;  and  they  have  fortified  themselves  in 
oar  territory.  Send  us  lud,  Seiior,  with  instant 
speed,  or   rather,  come   yourself  to  our  ag«ist- 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


)f  Tmic. 

|9S^91HEN  Don  Goderiok  heard  that  legiooB 
RvVil  "^^  turbaned  troops  had  poured  ioto  Lhe 
I^JU^OI  laud  from  Africa,  he  called  to  mind  the 
visions  and  [iTtidictJona  of  the  necromaatic  tower, 
and  great  fear  came  upon  him.  But,  though 
soak  &om  his  formar  hardihood  and  virtue, 
though  enervated  b;  iudulgence,  and  degraded  in 
spirit  b;  a  conBciouaness  of  crime,  he  waa  reso- 
lute of  soul,  and  roused  himself  to  meet  the 
coming  danger.  He  summoned  a  hasty  levy  of 
horse  and  foot,  amountiug  to  forty  thousand ;  but 
now  were  felt  the  effects  of  the  crafty  counsel  of 
Count  Juhan,  for  the  best  of  the  hordes  and 
armor  intended  for  the  public  service  had  been 
Bent  into  Africa,  and  were  really  in  possesaiou 
of  the  traitors.  Many  nobles,  it  is  true,  took  the 
field  with  the  sumptuous  array  with  which  they 
had  been  accnstomed  to  appear  at  tonrnaniento 
and  jousts,  but  most  of  their  vassals  were  desti- 
tute of  weapons,  and  casi^l  in  cuirasses  of  leather, 
or  suits  of  armor  almost  consumed  by  mat.  They 
were  without  discipline  or  animation ;  and  their 
horses,    like    Uiemselves,    pampered    by    slothAil 
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pare,  were  little  litiMl  to  bcnr  the  bent,  tin.'  clust, 
and  loU  iif  lang  tamptugns. 

"nii»  army  Don  Roderick  put  under  tlie  com- 
itiunH  of  hU  kicsmnn  Ataulpho.  a  prince  of  the 
ni^val  blood  of  thts  GotLs,  aiid  of  a  noble  aiu\ 
generous  nature ;  and  lie  ordered  hiiD  to  tnarcli 
wilb  all  speed  to  meet  tbe  foe.  and  to  recruit  his 
foroM  on  the  way  with  the  troops  of  TLeodomir. 

In  ihe  meau  time,  Taric  el  Tuerto  had  receiTed 
large  reiuibrceinents  irom  Africa,  and  the  adber- 
I  of  Conni  Julian  aud  nl!  those  discouteuled 
iritli  the  bw&j  of  Don  Roilerick  had  flocked  (o 
bia  standafl;  for  many  were  deceived  by  the 
icpniH^ntitions  of  Count  Julian,  and  thoiiglit  that 
the  AntilS   hod  conie   to  nid  liim   in   placing   thi; 

s  of  WitiM  ujmn  the  throne.     Guided  by  the 

int,  tliG  troops  of  Taric  penetrated  into  various 
p>rtH  i>f  the  cuuutry,  and  laid  waste  the  juiid ; 
liriDging  lack  loads  of  spoil  to  their  ^ttroughold 
at  ilw  rock  of  Calpe. 

The  Prince  Ataulpho  miirched  nith  his  army 
thrODgh  Andalusia,  and  was  joined  by  Tbeodomir 
nitli  his  troopa ;  he  met  with  various  detachmenls 
of  the  enemy  foraging  the  country,  and  bud  sev- 
eral bloody  skiriniithes ;  but  he  succeeded  ui  driy- 
I  beibre  him,  and  they  retreaW  to  the 
rork  of  Caliie.  where  Taric  lay  gathered  up  witli 
tho  main  body  of  bis  army. 

The  prince  eneam]»cd  not  Ittr  from  the  bay 
which  spreads  itself  out  before  the  promontory 
In  the  evening  he  dispatched  the  veteran  Theo- 
donur,  with  3  trumpet,  to  demand  a  parley  of 
the  Arnb  chieftain,  who  received   the  envoy  in 
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hia  tent,  Eurrounded  by  his  captaios.  Theodomir 
mu  friuik  and  nbnipt  in  speech,  for  the  most  of 
hb  life  had  iK'en  pas^  &r  from  courts.  He  di;- 
livered.  in  round  icnus.  the  message  of  the  Prince 
Aualpbn :  upbriuiiiug  tiie  Anfa  general  with  his 
wwiton  iiivKsion  of  th«  Und,  and  sammtwing  him 
to  aurreuder  his  annr  or  to  expect  uo  dkiix^. 

lite  angle  eve  of  Taric  e]  Tuerto  glowed  like 
«  omI  of  fire  U  this  message.  -  Tell  jonr  oom- 
nandcr,'*  replied  he.  ~  that  I  hare  atwand  the 
atnul  to  oonqiMT  ^^lain.  dot  will  I  retoni  nntil  I 
1mv«  tMconpIiiltnl  mj  pwrpoae.  TeU  kua  I  have 
men  duUed  i&  war.  and  aimed  m  pn»(  whb 
vboae  Md  I  if«s(  aooa  to  ffn  a  good  ■naoMnt  of 
hknbUalMM.*- 

I  pamed  Anm^  ^ 


in  tlie  battle,  for  I  pledge  myself  u>  use  my  lance 
apon  no  other  foe  uutil  it  has  shod  his  blood 
ui>ou  the  nallTe  soil  he  has  betraywi."  So  say- 
ing, he  left  the  camp,  nor  coulil  the  Moslem 
chiefbuna  help  ttdmiring  the  honest  indigualioa 
of  this  patriot  knight,  while  tliey  siicretly  de- 
s{MBed  his  ren^ado  adversary. 

The  andent  Moorish  chroDiclers  relate  i 
avrfiil  portents  and  strange  and  mysterious  visions, 
which  appeared  to  the  commauders  of  either 
anny  dnring  this  anzJoos  nigliL  Certuiuly  it 
WHB  a  night  of  fearful  suspense,  and  Moslem  and 
Christian  looked  forward  with  doubt  to  the  for- 
tone  of  the  coming  day.  The  Spanish  sentinel 
wmlked  bis  pensive  round,  listening  oceasionally 
to  the  vagiie  sounds  from  the  dislaut  rock  of 
Calpe,  and  eying  it  as  the  mariner  eyes  the  thun- 
der-cloud,  pregnant  with  terror  and  destruction. 
The  Arabs,  too,  from  their  lofty  cliff's,  beheld  the 
nnmerouB  camp-fires  of  the  du-isLiiuis  gradually 
lighted  up,  and  saw  that  they  were  a  jKiwerfiil 
host ;  at  the  same  dmc  the  night  breeze  brought 
to  their  ears  the  gnlleu  roar  of  the  sea  which 
Beparoted  them  from  Africa.  When  they  con- 
ddered  their  perilous  aituatJon, —  an  army  on  one 
side,  with  a  whole  nation  aroused  to  reinforce  it, 
tuid  on  the  other  an  impassable  sea,  —  the  spirits 
of  many  of  the  warriors  were  cast  down,  and 
they  repented  the  day  when  they  had  ventured 
inio  this  hostile  land. 

'J'aric  marked  their  deepondciicy,  but  said 
DotbiKg.  Scarce  had  the  first  streak  of  morning 
light  trembled  along  tlie  sea,  however,  when  he 
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summoned  his  priticipiil  warriors  to  his  lent 
"  Be  of  good  clieec,"  said  lie :  "  Alliib  is  witL  us, 
and  ha£  sent  his  Prophet  to  give  assurance  of 
his  aid.  Scarce  bad  I  retired  to  my  tent  Usl 
uiglit,  wlieo  a  man  of  a  majcfiliu  and  veuersble 
presence  slood  before  me.  He  was  taller  hj  a 
palm  than  the  ordinary  race  of  men,  his  Sowing 
beard  was  of  a  golden  hue,  and  hia  eyes  were  so 
bright  that  they  seemed  to  send  forth  flashes  of 
fire.  I  have  heanl  the  Emir  Bahamet,  and  olher 
ancient  men,  describe  the  Prophet,  whom  they 
had  seeu  maur  limes  while  od  earth,  aud  such 
was  his  tbrm  uud  tiiieamcut.  '  Fear  oothing,  O 
Taric,  from  the  morrow,'  said  he ;  'I  will  be 
with  thee  in  the  tight.  Strike  boldly,  then,  and 
conquer.  Those  of  thy  followers  who  survive 
the  buttle  will  bare  this  land  for  an  inheritance 
for  those  who  tall  a  mansion  iti  Paradise  is  pre 
pared,  and  immorlal  bouries  await  their  cotmng. 
He  ^pnke  and  vunished ;  I  heard  a  stra' 
celestial  melody,  aud  my  teut  was  filled  with  the 
odors  of  Arabia  the  Happy."  "  Such,"  say  the 
Spamsh  cbroniclere,  "  was  another  of  the  arts  by 
which  this  arch  son  of  Ishmael  sought  to  animate 
the  bcttrle  of  hia  fbllowere ;  aud  the  pretended 
visiuu  lias  been  recorded  by  Uie  AnlMan  writers 
»&  a  veritable  oocurrence.  Marvelous,  indeed, 
wa»  the  elToct  produced  by  it  npon  the  infidel 
soldiery,  wlio  now  cried  out  with  eagerue&s  (o  be 
Ivl  Hgniiiil  llie  lu«." 


I 


onr  swords,"  said  he,  ' 
a  foodng  in  the  land. 
yOQ    rodty   mounlain  : 


CHAPTER    xn. 

B«ItJfl  flf  C«lpa,  — Fiite  nf  AlBlllpho. 

■  he  grny  sunimitB  of  the  rock  of  Calpe 
n  Srightened  witli  the  first  rays  of  moru- 
i  the  ChrisUau  army  issued  forth 
from  il9  eccampmenL  The  Prince  Ataulpho 
rode  from  squadron  to  squadron,  animating  his 
soldiers  for  the  battle.  ^  Never  shonid  we  sheathe 
■•  while  these  infidels  have 
They  are  pent  up  within 
'  must  iisaai]  them  in 
their  ru^ed  hold.  We  have  a  long  day  before 
aa ;  let  not  the  Betting  Eun  shine  upon  one  of 
their  host  who  is  not  a  iugitive,  a  captive,  or  a 

The  words  of  the  prince  were  received  with 
^outs,  aod  the  arm;  moved  towards  the  promoii- 
tmj.  As  they  advanced,  they  he^rii  the  clash 
of  cymbals  and  the  bray  of  trumpet*,  and  the 
rocky  bowtm  of  the  moontain  glittered  with  helms 
and  spears  and  scimetai-s;  for  the  Arabs,  in- 
Bpireil  with  fresh  confidence  by  the  words  of 
Taric,  were  sallying  Girth,  with  flaunting  ban- 
ners, to  the  combat. 

The  gniiot  Arab  chiefriun  stood  iijion  a  rock  as 
his  troops  marched  by ;  hia  buckler  was  at  bis 


back,  and  tie  br&ndialiod  iii  bU  hand  a  double- 
pointed  spear.  Calling  upon  Hie  several  leaders 
hy  tbetr  names,  he  esborted  them  to  direct  their 
attacks  against  the  Christian  captains,  and  espe- 
cially against  Ataulpho  ;  "  for  the  chiefs  being 
sbdn,"  said  he,  "  their  followers  will  vanish  trom 
before  us  like  the  morning  mist." 

The  Gothic  nobles  were  easily  to  be  distia- 
guiahed  by  the  splendor  of  llieir  arms,  but  the 
Prince  Ataulpho  was  conspicuous  above  all  the 
rest  for  the  youthful  grace  and  majesty  of  his 
appeanuice  and  the  bravery  of  his  array.  He 
was  mounted  on  a  superb  Andalusian  charger, 
richly  caporifioned  with  crimson  velvet,  embroid- 
ered with  gold.  His  surcoat  was  of  like  color 
and  adommeat,  and  the  plumes  that  waved  above 
his  burnished  helmet  were  of  the  purest  white. 
Ten  mounted  pages,  magriiliceutly  attired,  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  field,  but  their  duty  was  not  so 
much  to  fight  as  to  attend  upon  their  lord,  and 
to  furnish  him  with  steed  or  weapon. 

The  Christian  troops,  though  irregular  and 
undisdplined,  were  full  of  native  courage  ;  for 
the  old  warrior  spirit  of  their  Gothic  sires  still 
glowed  in  their  bosoms.  There  were  two  batlal- 
ioaa  of  iiilaiitry,  but  Ataulpho  stationed  them  in 
the  rear ;  "  for  God  forbid,"  said  he,  "  that  foot- 
soldiers  should  have  the  place  of  luiDor  in  the 
battle,  when  I  have  so  many  valiant  cavaliers." 
Ab  the  armies  drew  nigh  to  each  uttier,  however, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  advance  of  the  Arabs 
was  composed  of  infantry.  Upon  this  thtt  cav- 
aliers checked    their  steeds,  and    requested  that 
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the  fbat  soldiery  might  advance  aud  disporui  this 
loeel  crew,  holding  it  beaeuth  their  digtiitj'  to 
ounKDil  with  pedestrian  foCB.     The  jiritiwi,  Im 


)  charge  ;  u|Kia  wliidi, 
pntliog  Bpura  to  their  steeds,  they  rushed  upon 


The  Arabs  stood  the  shock  i 


nfully,  r 


the  horses  upon  the  points  of  their  lancos ;  muiiy 
of  the  liden  were  ehot  down  with  bolls  from 
iram-bows,  or  stabbed  with  the  poiiiards  of  the 
Modems.  The  cavaliers  suoceodt^d,  however,  in 
breakiDg  into  the  midat  of  the  hatlaliou  and  tlirutr> 
tug  it  into  ooofuaioD,  catting  (luwii  some  willi  ilieir 
•wtwdfi,  transpierdug  odiers  Willi  their  upeftn, 
and  tiampling  many  under  the  hoofs  uf  their 
hotin.  At  thi«  moment  the;  were  atlMcked  bjr 
■  band  of  Spwiiib  borHmen.  the  recreant  parti- 
MM  <i  Count  Julian.  Their  atumlt  buiv  huA 
ofOB  tbor  ttmaajmea,  wbo  vera  di«>rdered  bj 
t  wiA  tlM  faot-^cUiew,  and  mmty  a 

kjjr - 
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hod  been  renowned  for  prowess  before  lit  became 
a  traitor  Ui  his  couulrj-,  bat  guilt  will  sap  the  cour- 
nge  of  the  stoutest  heart.  Wheo  he  beheld 
Tiieodomir  rushing  upon  him,  he  would  have 
tamed  and  fled  ;  pride  alone  withheld  him ;  and, 
though  an  admirable  master  of  defense,  he  lost 
all  skill  b)  wurd  the  attack  of  his  lulversary-  At 
the  first  assault  lie  lance  of  Theodomir  pierced 
him  through  aud  through ;  he  fell  to  the  earth, 
gnashed  his  teeth  as  he  rolled  in  the  dust,  but 
yielded  his  breulh  without  nttt^ring  a  word. 

The  battle  now  became  general,  and  lasted 
throughout  (he  morniiig  with  varying  success. 
The  stratagem  of  Taric,  however,  began  to  pro- 
duce its  effect.  The  Christian  leaders  and  most 
conspicoouE  cavaliers  were  singled  out  and  sever- 
ally assailed  by  overpowering  numbers.  They 
fou^t  desperately,  and  performed  miracles  of 
prowess,  but  fell,  oue  by  one,  beneath  a  thousand 
wounds.  Still  the  battle  lingered  on  throughout 
a  great  part  of  the  day,  aud  as  the  declining 
sun  sbone  through  the  clouds  of  dust,  it  seemed 
as  if  the  conflicting  hosts  were  wrapped  in  smoke 
aud  fire. 

The  Prince  Alaulpho  saw  that  the  fortune  of 
battlo  was  against  him.  He  rode  about  the  field, 
calling  out  the  names  of  the  bravest  of  his 
knights,  but  few  answered  to  his  call ;  the  rest 
lay  mangled  on  llie  field.  With  this  handful  of 
warriors  he  endeavored  to  retrieve  the  day,  when 
he  was  assailed  by  Tenderos,  a  partisan  of  Count 
Juliau,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  recreant  Chris- 
tiaus.     At  (he  sight  of  this  new  adversary,  fira 
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flidwd  fhm  the  «jt»  of  ibe  pHntK,  for  Teu-lerM 
had  beat  Iiroi^it  op  in  hia  &iher'?  [olMe. 
"Welt  dost  ifaoa.miior!'' cried  be,  -*  to  ait*ck  tin 
son  of  lliy  lord,  wbo  |^*e  thee  bread  :  thou,  wbo 
hast  betnyed  thy  eoanlrj  and  tby  God  '. " 

So  nTo^.  be  wtied  a  }ance  from  one  of  his 
p^ce.  and  charged  fhriouslj  apon  the  apostate ; 
bat  Tenderos  met  him  -in  mid  c&i«er,  aud  file 
Uaoe  of  the  prince  was  shivered  npon  his  ^ield. 
Atatiljiho  then  gruped  his  mace,  whiiJi  hung  at 
hii  saddle-bow,  and  a  doubtfiil  fight  ensuoti  Ten- 
deroa  hss  jMweriul  of  fnune  and  superior  in  the 
we  of  his  weapons,  bat  the  cur^e  ol"  treason 
Mcmed  to  paraJyKe  his  arm.  He  wounded  Atiiul- 
pho  slightly  betiToe:i  the  greaves  of  bis  armor, 
bat  tbe  princu  Ui^t  a  blow  with  tu»  maice  thai 
crusIiFiil  through  helm  and  skttU  and  reached  the 
bnuu  ;  aud  Teuderoa  fell  dead  lo  earth,  his  ar- 
nor  rattling  as  he  full- 

At  tlie  Bame  momeni,  a  javelin  hurled  by  an 
Arab  transpierced  the  horse  of  Ataulpho.  which 
milk  beneath  bim.  The  prince  seized  the  reins 
of  tbe  sieod  of  Teudc'ros,  but  the  faithful  animal, 
aa  ihough  he  knew  hioi  to  be  the  foe  of  his  late 
lord,  reared  and  plunged  and  refused  to  let  him 
mount.  The  prince,  however,  used  him  as  u 
sliiekl  lO  ward  off  tbe  press  of  foes,  while  willi 
bis  sword  he  defended  himself  against  those  iu 
front  of  him.  Taric  ben  Zeyad  urrived  at  the 
scene  of  conflict,  and  paused  for  a  nionient  in  ad- 
niiratJou  of  tlio  snrpiiBsing  prowess  of  tbe  prince ; 
recollecting,  however,  that  his  t'a\l  noiild  be  a 
d«alh-bluw  Ut  bis  army,  he  e^purrcil  ii^k>ii  Illiu,  and 
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wounded  him  Bererely  with  his  si 
he  could  repeat  his  blow,  Tbeodoinir  led  up  a 
body  of  Christian  cavaliers  to  the  rescue,  and 
Taric  was  parted  from  his  prey  by  tlie  tumult  of 
the  fighi.  The  prince  sank  lo  the  earth,  covered 
with  wounds  aud  exh&usted  by  the  loss  of  blood. 
A  foithful  page  drew  him  from  under  the  hoofa 
of  the  horses,  and,  aided  by  a  veteran  soldier,  an 
auciuut  vassal  of  Ataulpho,  conveyed  him  lo  a 
short  distance  from  the  scene  of  battle,  by  the 
side  of  a  small  stream  that  gushed  out  bora 
among  rocks.  They  stanched  the  blood  that 
flotved  from  hb  wounds,  and  waslied  the  dust 
from  his  tac«,  and  laid  him  beside  the  fonntain. 
The  page  sat  at  his  head,  and  supported  it  on  hia 
knees,  and  the  veteran  stood  at  bis  feet,  with  his 
brow  bent  and  bis  eyes  full  of  sorrow.  The  prince 
gradimliy  revived,  and  opened  his  eyes.  "  How 
feres  the  battle?"  said  he.  "The  struggle  is 
hard,"  replied  the  soldier,  "  but  the  day  may  yet 

Tbe  prince  felt  that  the  hour  of  his  death  was 
at  hand,  and  ordered  that  they  should  aid  him  to 
rise  upon  his  knees.  They  supporleil  him  between 
them,  and  he  prayed  fervently  for  a  short  time, 
when,  finding  his  siranglh  declining,  he  beckoned 
the  veteran  to  sit  down  beside  him  ou  tlie  rock. 
Continuing  to  kneel,  he  uoofeased  himself  to  that 
ancient  soldier,  having  no  priest  or  friar  to  per- 
form that  office  in  this  hour  of  extremity.  When 
he  had  so  done,  he  sunk  again  upon  the  earth  and 
pressed  it  with  bis  lips,  as  if  he  would  lake  a 
fond  farewell  of  his  beloved  country.     The  page 
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\  WDold  tlien  have  raised  his  head,  but  found  that 
9  lord  bad  yielded  np  the  ghost. 
A  umiiber  of  Arab  vran-iora,  who  came  to  the 
ftmuiaio  to  slake  their  thirst,  cut  off  the  head  of 
ibe  priuce,  and  bore  it  in  triumph  to  Tnric,  crying, 
^  Behold  the  head  of  the  Chriatian  leader."    Taric 
imroodiately  ordered  that  the  head  should  be  put 
upon  ibe  end  of  a  lance,  together  with  the  surcoat 
of  the  priuoe,  and  borne  about  the  Held  of  battle, 
with  the  souod  of  trumpets,  atabals,  and  cymbals. 
When  the  Christiana  beheld  the  surcoat,  and 
luiew  the  features  of  the  prince,  they  were  struck 
with  horror,  and  heart    and  baud    failed    them. 
Theodomir  endeavored  in  vain  to  rally  them ;  they 
tbrew  by  their  weapons  and  fled  ;  aud  they  con- 
tinued to  fly.  and   the  enemy  to  pursue  aud  slay 
them,  until  the  darkness  of  the  uight.     The  Moa- 
B  then  returned  aud  plundered  the  Christiau 
mp,  where  they  found  abundaut  spoil. 
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Ttnur  of   Iho  Count:?.  —  Roderick  roimw  timwlf  to  Ann«. 

fi3BiS'"''  *'^""P'*''  fugi'ivea  of  ihe  Christian 
IkSM  Miay  ^prenil  lerror  throughout  the  laDd. 
|^3hI  I^'"^  i[jhiibilaDie  of  Ihe  towns  and  vil- 
lages galliered  arouiiH  tliem  hs  they  applied  sit 
their  gat«3  for  food,  or  Inid  themselves  down,  faint 
and  wouDdod,  beside  the  public  fountains.  When 
they  related  the  tale  of  thoir  defeat,  old  men 
shook  their  licada  and  groaned,  and  the  vromeu 
utler«!(I  crie.'«  and  lamentatiaus.  So  strange  and 
unloolied-for  a  cntamity  Hlled  them  with  coJiSter- 
nalion  nnd  despair  ;  for  it  was  long  since  Ihe  alarni 
of  war  had  souiidBd  in  their  land,  and  this  was  a 
warfare  that  carried  chains  and  slavery,  and  all 
kinds  of  horrors  in  its  train. 

Dot)  Roderick  was  sealed  with  his  beauteous 
queen,  Exilona,  in  the  royal  palace  which  crowned 
the  rocky  Bummit  of  Toledo,  when  the  bearer  of 
ill  tidifigs  came  galloping  over  the  bindge  of  the 
Tagus.  "What  tidings  from  the  army?"  de- 
manded the  king,  as  the  panting  messenger  was 
brought  into  his  prt-sence.  '^  Tidings  of  great 
woe,"  ezcliiiined  the  soldier,  "  The  prince  has 
fallen  in  battle.  I  saw  his  head  and  surcoal  upon 
a  Moorish  bince,  and  the  army  was  uVLTihrown 
and  tied." 
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Al  liearing  lliese  words,  Roderick  iTuicieil  hia 
fiice  wiih  lii»  liunds,  am)  for  some  liue  siit  id  si- 
lence ;  and  all  his  courtiei-s  siood  mute  luid  iigliast, 
and  DO  one  dared  lo  epeak  a  word.     In  ilint  hw- 
fol  space  of  time,  passed   borore  his  thougliUi  iill 
lib  erroTK  and  h:a  crimeii,  uiid  all  the  eviis  that 
lind    been    predicted  in  ihe  necromantic    tower- 
Hi*  iniud  V!a»  filltNi  with  horror  and   coDfusiuii. 
lor  the  hour  of  his  deslruation   seemed  ai  hand  ; 
but  he  snbdued  his  agitation  by  bis  strong  and 
L  luuglit}'  spirit ;  and  when  he  uncovered  his  fnue, 
i;  could  read   on   liis  brow  tlie   iroiibie  and 
jny   of  his   heart     Still   every   hour  broughi 
I  fnsh   tidings  of  disaster-     Messenger  after  mes- 
iMngercanie  sptiriing  into  the  city,  distracting  it 
Lwitli  new  alarms.     The  iiiHdels,  they  said,  were 
t  sirvngihcuing  themselves  iu  the  iand;  host  after 
\  host  wi:re  pouring  in  from  Africa  ;  the  sen-buurd 
Inf  Andalusia  glittered  with  spears  and  S' 
r  BaDdiii  of  turbaned    horsemen  had    < 
plains  nC  Sidouia,  even  to  llie  banks  of  the  Gua- 
diana.      Kields  were  laid  waste,  towns  and  cities 
pliuultired,  the  inhabitants  curried  into  captivity, 
,   and  Ihe  whole  country  lay  in  Biaoking  desolaiion- 
Boderick  ht'ard  all  these  tiding?  with  uu  un- 
I  lUanted  aspect,  nor  did  he  ever  again  lietray  sign 
I  of  oonslemaiion  ;  but  the  anxiety  of  his  soul  was 
evideul  iu  his  warlike  preparations.     He  issued 
,   urdcn)  iliai  every  noble  and  prelate  of  his  king* 
dom  abould  put  himself  at  thehetul  of  his  retainers 
Kod  ikke  the  field,  and  that  every  man  eB[>able  of 
bearing  arms  should  liaslen  io  his  stiiiiilurd,  bring- 
ing ii'Imtever  horse  and  mule  and  weapon  he  pos- 
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sessed  ;  and  he  iippoinltid  Ilie  plain  of  Curdova 
for  ihe  place  wliere  llie  array  weis  to  asaeinble. 
Throwing  liy,  timn,  all  the  trappings  of  his  lale 
Biothful  and  \'uIiiptuoDS  life,  and  arming  iiiroself 
for  wurtike  aclion,  he  departed  from  Toledo  at 
the  bead  of  his  guard,  composed  of  the  flower  of 
the-youthfiil  nobility.  His  queen,  Exilona,  ac- 
companied him,  for  slie  craved  pernusaioo  to  re- 
main iu  one  of  the  ciliea  of  Andaluaio,  that  she 
might  be  near  her  lord  in  this  lime  of  peril. 

Among  the  first  who  appeared  to  hail  the  ar- 
rival of  the  king  at  Cordova,  was  the  Bishop 
Oppa)^,  the  serret  partisan  of  the  traitor  Julian, 
lie  brought  with  him  his  two  nephews,  E?an  and 
Siseburto,  the  sons  of  the  late  King  Wiiiza.  and 
a  great  hostof  vast^als  and  retainers,  all  well  armed 
aud  appointed ;  for  tliey  had  been  furnished  by 
Count  Julian  with  a  part  of  the  arras  sent  by 
the  king  to  Africa.  The  bishop  was  smooth  of 
tongue  and  profound  in  hia  hypocrisy ;  his  pre- 
tended zeal  and  devotion,  and  the  horror  with 
which  he  spoke  of  the  treachery  of  his  kinsraan, 
imposed  upon  the  credulous  spirit  of  the  king, 
and  he  was  readily  admitted  into  his  moat  secret 
oouncits. 

The  alarm  of  the  infidel  invasion  had  apread 
throughout  the  land,  and  roused  the  Gothic  valor 
of  the  inhabitants.  On  receiving  ihe  orders  of 
Roderick,  every  town  and  hamlet,  every  mountain 
and  valley,  had  sent  forth  its  fighting  men,  and 
the  whole  country  wan  on  the  inarch  lovfards 
Andalusia.  In  a  little  while  there  were  gathered 
together,  on  the  plain  of  Cordova,  near  fiiVy  thou- 
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anod  bareemen  and  n  couaile^s  host  of  fiKit-»il- 

diere.     The  Gothic  nobles  appear<;d  in  burnished 

armor,  euriouBly  inlaid  and  adorned,  willi  chains 

ftnd  jewels  of  ;;nld,  and  oruamenis  ol'   precious 

atonea,  and  silken  scarfs,  and  surcoals  of  brocade, 

or  velvet  richly  embroidered ;  betraying  ilie  luxury 

sod  oBtenlalioti  into  which  they  had  declined  IVom 

1  liarilihooil  of  their  warlike  sires,     As  to 

n  people,  some  had  lances  and  shields 

aiid  swords  and  cross-bows,  hiit  the  greater  port 

were  unarnied,  or  provided  merely  with  slings, 

and  dubs  sladded  with  nails,  and  with  the  iron 

mplenofyiis  of  basbandry  ;  and  many  lintl  made 

I  aiiields  Tor  themselves  from  the  doors  aiul  windows 

I  of  tiieir    liabiiHtions.     Tbcy    were    a  prodigious 

[  host,  Kud  appeared,  say  the  Arabian  clirouiclurs, 

1  agitated  sea  ;  but,  though  brave  in   spiril, 

I  Ibey  possessed  no  knowledge  of  warlike  art,  and 

:  ineflVctual  iLrough  lack  of  ann«  and  dis- 

,   dplioe. 

SevertU  of  the  most  ancient  and  experienced 
oivaliers,  beholding  the  slate  of  llie  anny,  advised 
Don  Koderiuk  to  aw^t  the  arrival  of  more  regular 
tnwpa,  whtcli  were  stationed  iu  Iberia,  Cantabria, 
and  Gftllia  Gothics  ;  but  this  counsel  was  strenu- 
onsly  apposed  by  the  Bishop  Oppas ;  who  urged 
the  kiag  to  march  immeilialely  agiiiust  the  infidels. 
"Aa  yi4,"  said  he,  "  ilieir  number  is  but  liniited  ; 
but  every  day  new  lioets  arrive,  like  tliickft  of 
locuMa,  fhim  Africa.  They  will  au|:menl  faster 
ifaan  WG  ;  they  are  living,  too,  at  our  expense,  aud 
wbikt  we  pauae,  both  anniee  are  eouiuming  the 
e  of  Ibe  land." 


King  Roderick  listened  to  the  crafty  counsel 
of  the  bixhop,  arid  determined  lo  advance  without 
delaj.  lie  mounted  his  wnr-liorsc  Orelia,  and 
i«de  among  hia  troops  assembled  on  that  spacious 
plain,  and  wherever  he  appeared  he  was  received 
willi  iicckt  mat  ions ;  for  nothing  ao  arouses  ilie 
spirit  n(  the  soldier  as  to  behold  his  sovereign  in 
arms-  Ho  addressed  them  in  words  calciilalad  to 
IouijIj  their  Iiearts  and  !tnimfll«  their  courage. 
"  The  Siiriicens,"  said  he,  "  are  ravaging  our  land, 
and  their  object  is  onr  conquest.  Should  they 
prevail,  your  very  existeucv  m  a  nation  is  at  an 
eud.  They  will  overturn  your  allara,  ir^inple  on 
the  cross,  lay  waste  your  cities,  carry  off  your 
wivHS  and  daughters,  and  doom  yourselves  and 
sons  10  hard  and  cruel  slavery.  No  safely  remains 
for  you  but  io  the  prowess  of  your  arras.  For 
n)y  owti  part,  as  I  am  your  king,  so  will  I  be  your 
leaiiur,  lUid  will  \xi  the  foremop'l  to  encounter  every 
toil  atid  danger." 

The  soldiery  answered  their  monarch  with  loud 
acclamations,  and  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to 
fight  lo  the  lust  gasp  in  defeuse  of  their  country 
and  their  faith.  The  king  then  arranged  the 
order  of  their  march ;  all  those  who  were  armed 
with  cuirasses  and  coats  of  mail  were  placed  iu 
tile  I'l-ont  and  rear  ;  the  centre  of  the  army  was 
composud  of  a  promiscuous  throng,  without  body- 
armor  and  but  scantily  provided  with  weajions. 

When  they  were  abjuC  to  march,  llie  kiug 
called  lo  him  a  noble  cavalier  named  Ramiro, 
and,  delivering  Uim  the  royal  standard,  charged 
him  lo  guard  it  well   fur  the  honor  of  Spain; 
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jcsrcely,  however,  bod  the  good  knight  received 
it  ill  hie  hfind,  whea  be  fell  dead  from  tii.s  horse, 
and  the  fieS  of  Uie  ^Inuilunl  whs  broken  in 
twain.  Mhdj  ancient  rouriiera  who  were  pres- 
eoi  looked  upon  this  as  an  evil  omen,  and  coud- 
icled  the  king  not  to  set  forward  on  his  mtLrch 
that  daj  ;  but,  disregarding  all  nuguries  and  por- 
lente,  he  ordered  the  rojal  baniier  to  bo  put  upon 
a  lance,  Bind  gave  it  in  charge  of  another  stan- 
dard-liearer;  theDCommaiidiug  the  trumpets  to  be 
Mmnded,  he  departed  at  the  head  of  hie  host  to 
seek  the  enemy. 

The  tfeld  where  this  great  army  assembled 
was  called,  from  the  solenio  pledge  given  by  the 
nobles  and  the  soldiers.  El  camjio  de  la  verdad  ; 
OT.  The  Field  of  Truth  —  n  name,  says  the  sage 
chronicler  Abulcasim,  which  it  bears  even  to  the 
preseol  day.* 

1  La  Ferdida  <U  £ipaAu,  tap.  0.     bleda,  L.  2,  c.  8. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

M«reh  of  th*  Gothic  Armj.  —  Encrnnpnifnt  on  the  Bonkt  of 
the  GuidMlelc.  —  Myilerioiu  Prcdictionii  of  *  Palmer. — 
Conduct  of  Telistex  Ihersupoa. 

flSE9lIt'>  Iiopea  of  Andalusia  revived  as  this 
^^^H   iiiiglily    host    stretched    in    lengtbeniiig 

uQtil  Dight  it  continued  to  pour  along,  with  sound 
of  drum  uud  trumpet ;  it  was  led  on  by  the 
proudest  nobles  nud  bravest  cavaliers  of  the  land, 
aud,  liad  it  possessed  arms  and  discipline,  might 
hufe  undertaken  the  conquest  of  the  world. 

AAer  a  few  days'  march,  Don  Roderick  ar- 
rived in  sight  of  the  Moslem  army,  encamped  on 
the  banks  of  the  Guadalete,'  where  that  beauti- 
ful slreatn  winds  ibrougli  the  fertile  land  of 
Xercs.  The  iiiltdel  ho?t  was  far  inferior  in 
number  to  the  Christians,  but  then  it  was  com' 
posed  of  hardy  and  dexterous  troops,  seasoned  lo 
war  and  admirably  armed.  The  camp  shone 
gloriously  iu  the  setting  stui,  and  resounded  with 
the  clash  of  cymbal,  the  note  of  the  trumpet, 
and  the  neighing  of  fiery  Anibian  steeds.  There 
were   swarthy  troops   from   every  nation  of  the 

1  This  namo  wm  given  to  il  sulwoquenlly  bj-  the  Ar»l», 
It  ligniflca  the  Itivtr  of  Diralli.  Vide  PedrazB.  IlUl.  Granad. 
p.8,c.l. 
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AfricoQ  coast,  logeilier  with  legions  from  Syria 
and  Egypt,  while  the  light  Bedouins  were  cariier- 
inu  about  the  adjacent  plain.  What  grieved  and 
incensed  the  spirit!*  of  the  Cliristiaii  narrion. 
however,  was  to  behold,  a  little  apart  from  the 
Moslem  host,  an  encampment  of  Spanish  cava- 
liere,  with  the  banner  of  Count  Julian  waviog 
above  their  tents.  The^  were  ten  iliousand  in 
noinber,  valiant  and  hardy  men,  the  most  expe- 
rienced of  Spanish  soldiery,  moat  of  ihein  having 
served  in  the  African  ware ;  they  were  well 
armed  and  appointed,  also,  with  the  weapons  of 
which  the  count  had  beguiled  his  sovereign ;  und 
it  was  a  grievous  sight  to  behold  such  good  sol- 
diers arrayed  against  their  country  und  their 
&ith. 

The  Chrislions  pitclied  their  tents  about  the 
koar  of  vespers,  at  a  short  league  distant  from 
the  enemy,  and  remained  gazing  with  anxiety 
and  awe  upon  thitt  brtrbaric  host  that  had  caused 
sDch  (error  and  desolation  in  the  land  ;  (or  the 
first  sight  of  a  hostile  encampment  in  a  country 
disused  to  war  is  terrible  to  the  newly  enlisted 
soldier.  A  marvelous  occurrence'  la  recorded  by 
the  Arabian  chroniclers  as  having  taken  place  in 
tlie  Clirbtian  camp ;  but  discreet  SpHnish  writers 
relate  it  with  much  modificatioo,  and  consider  it 
a  stratagem  of  (he  wily  Bishop  Oppiis,  to  sound 
the  toyally  of  the  Christian  cavaliers. 

As  several  leaders  of  the  array  were  seated 
with  the  bishop  in  his  lent,  conversing  on  the 
dnliiou!'  fortunes  of  the  appronchiiig  contest,  an 
ancient   pilgrim   appeared    at    ihi:   entrance.      He 
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wjifl  bowed  down-witli  years,  his  snowy  iHnrd 
descended  to  his  girdle,  and  he  supported  his  tot- 
teriiig  steps  with  a  pnliner's  staff.  The  CRvaliers 
rose  and  received  him  with  great  reverence  ss 
he  advanced  within  the  lent.  Holding  up  his 
withered  hand,  "  Woe.  woe  to  Spun  ! "  exclaimed 
be,  •'  for  the  vial  of  the  wrath  of  Heaven  is 
about  to  be  ponred  out.  Listen,  warnors,  and 
take  warning.  Four  montlis  since,  having  per- 
formed my  pilgrimage  lo  the  sepulchre  of  our 
Lord  in  Palestine,  I  was  on  my  return  towards 
my  native  land.  Wearied  and  wayworn,  I  lay 
down  one  night  to  sleep  beneath  a  palm'tree.  by 
the  side  of  a  fountain,  when  I  was  awakened  by 
a  voice  saying  unto  me,  in  sod  accents,  '  Son  of 
sorrow,  why  sleepeat  thou?'  I  opened  my  eyes, 
and  beheld  one  of  a  (air  and  beauteous  oounte- 
uance,  in  shining  apparel,  and  with  gloriouR  wings, 
standing  by  the  fountain  i  and  I  said,  ■  Who  art 
thou  who  callest  upon  me  in  this  deep  hour  of 
the  night?' 

"'Fear  not.'  replied  the  stranger;  -lam  an 
angel  from  heaven,  sent  to  reveal  unto  thee  the 
fate  of  thy  country.  Behold,  the  sins  of  Itoder- 
ick  have  come  up  before  God,  and  his  anger  is 
kindled  against  him,  and  He  has  given  him  up 
to  be  invaded  and  destroyed.  Hiisten  then  to 
Spain,  and  seek  the  camp  of  thy  countrymeo. 
Warn  thera  that  such  only  shall  be  saved  as 
shall  abandon  Roderick ;  but  those  who  adhere 
to  him  shall  share  his  puninhment,  and  shall  fall 
under  the  sword  of  the  invader.' " 

The  pilgrim  reased,  and  passed  forth  from  the 
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lent;  cerlaiD  of  the  mvaliers  followed  liim  ^r 
delain  him,  ihat  itiey  might  convcrne  further  wjili 
him  about  Ihese  matters,  but  he  was  nowhere  to 
be  found.  The  seulinel  before  tlie  («nt  saiil,  "  I 
fa*  no  one  come  forth,  but  it  wns  as  if  a  blast 
of  wind  pttssed  by  mc,  and  there  was  a  niatliDg 
as  of  dry  leares." 

Tlje  caviilierB  remained  looking  upon  each 
other  with  astonishment-  Tlio  Bishop  Oppaa  sat 
with  his  ttyei  fixed  upon  tlic  ground,  and 
shadowed  'ay  Ijia  overhanging  brow.  At  length, 
breaking  silence,  in  a  low  and  faltering  voice, 
"  DoublJess,"  said  he,  *■  this  message  is  from 
Giod ;  and  since  He  has  taken  compassion  upon 
D3.  and  given  us  notice  of  his  iQipcuding  judg> 
menl,  it  beliooves  us  lo  hold  grave  council,  a:id 
determine  how  btsi  we  may  accomplish  his  will 
and  avert  hb  displeasure." 

The  cfaiefe  siiJI  remained  silent,  as  men  con- 
founded. Among  them  was  a  veteran  noble 
muned  Pelisle^.  He  had  distinguished  himself 
in  ibe  African  wars,  fighting  side  bj  side  with 
Ccouit  Julian ;  but  Ibe  latter  hnd  never  dared  to 
tamper  with  his  faJib,  for  he  knew  his  stem 
iategritj.  Pelisles  had  brought  with  hicn  lo  the 
eUBp  bis  Qolj  SOD,  who  had  never  drawn  a  sword 
exeepl  in  tonrney.  When  the  young  man  saw 
that  the  veterans  held  their  peace,  the  blood 
mantled  in  hi^  cheek,  and,  overcoming  his  mod- 
eatj,  be  broke  forth  with  a  generous  warmth: 
"  I  know  Dol.  cavaliers,"  said  he,  "  what  ie 
pMeing  bi  your  minds,  but  I  believe  this  pilgrim 
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lo  twi  nil  tiivoy  Trom  the  devil  ;  for  doi 
could  have  given  such  dastnrd  and  pel 
counsel.  For  my  own  pari,  I  siand  re 
defend  my  king,  my  couulry,  and  my  ft 
kaovr  no  higher  duly  than  this,  and  if  God 
fit  lo  strike  me  dend  in  the  performance 
Ieis  BovereigQ  will  he  done  !  " 

When  the  young  man  had  risen  to  spe 
fikther  had  fixed  his  eyes  upon  him  with  a 
and  stern  demeanor,  leaning  upon  a  Iwo-I 
Aword.  As  soon  as  the  youth  had  finish* 
Ibtea  embraeed  him  with  a  father's  foi 
"  Thou  hast  sijuken  well,  my  fton,"  said  he ; 
held  my  peace  at  the  counsel  of  ihia  los 
grim,  it  was  but  to  bear  thy  opinion,  and  ti 
whether  thou  wert  worthy  of  thy  lineage 
the  training  I  had  given  thee.  Hadst  thoi 
seled  otherwise  than  thou  host  done,  — 
thou  shown  thyself  craven  and  dialoyr 
help  me  God,  1  would  have  struck  off  th 
with  this  weapon  which  I  hold  in  my 
But  thou  hast  counseled  like  a  loyal 
Christian  knight,  and  I  thank  God  for 
given  me  u  son  worthy  lo  perpetuate  the 
ril'  my  line.  As  to  this  pilgrim,  be  he  Si 
he  he  devil,  I  care  not ;  this  much  I  p: 
ihal  if  I  am  lo  die  in  defense  of  my  <: 
and  my  king,  my  life  shall  be  a  eostly  pi 
to  ihc  I'oti.  Let  each  man  make  the  an 
solve,  and  I  trust  we  shall  yet  prove  Ihe  ] 
a  lying  prophet."  The  words  of  Peliates 
the    spirit)'    of   many   of   the    cavalion  [, 


fe 
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hoireTOr,  renwmed  full  of  anziooa  fiireboding; 
tod  wben  this  feaifnl  prophecy  was  rumored 
■boot  (he  camp,  bs  it  presently  was  b;  the  enu»- 
wiM  of  the  biihop,  it  spread  awe  and  dismaj 
■Bong  the  soldier;. 


CHAPTER    XV. 


SN  the  following  day  the  two  ariuies  re- 

1  maiued  regarding  each  other  with  wary 

:  menacing  aspect.     About  ouontide 


King  Ro<lei 
hundred  lioree  and 
armed  of  his  host, 
thai,  by  gfUDing  s 
might  raise  the  ^pir 
'  1  on   by  Theodi 


forth  a  chosen  force  of  five 
vo  hundred  foot,  the  beei 
skirmish  with  the  enemy, 
e  pbirtiul  Hdvantage,  they 
of  iho  iirmy.  They  were 
r,  [he  same  Golhic  noble 
who  had  Bignalized  hiraBelf  by  first  opposing  the 
invasion  of  the  Moslems. 

The  Christian  squadrons  paraded  wiih  dying 
pennons  in  the  valley  which  lay  between  the 
armiee.  The  Arabs  were  not  alow  in  answering 
their  defiance.  A  liirge  body  of  horsemen  sal- 
lied forth  to  the  encounter,  Mgether  with  three 
hundred  of  the  followers  of  Count  Julian.  There 
was  hot  skirmishing  about  the  field  and  on  the 
banliB  of  the  river ;  many  gallant  feats  were  dis- 
played on  either  side,  and  many  valiant  waniors 
were  slain.  As  the  niglit  closed  in,  the  trumpets 
from  either  camp  summoned  the  troops  to  retire 
Irom  the  combat.  lu  this  day's  action  the  Chris- 
tians suffered  greatly  in  the  loss  of  their  distin- 
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giiished  cavaliers ;  for  it  is  ihe  nobl&ti  .ipirits 
who  veatare  mo^t,  and  lay  ilicmselvee  open  to 
danger;  and  the  Hoslem  soldiers  had  instructions 
to  single  out  the  leaders  of  the  adverse  host. 
All  thifl  is  said  to  iinye  been  devised  by  iho  per- 
fidious Bishop  Oppas,  who  had  seerut  communi- 
cations with  ihe  enemy,  while  he  iQ(lueiic«U  the 
coundb  of  the  king;  and  who  trusted  thikt  by 
lh»  skirmishing  warfare  the  flower  of  the  Chrts- 
tiui  troops  would  be  cut  0%  aiid  the  rest  dis- 
hearleued. 

On  the  following  morning  a  lurger  force  was 
ordered  out  10  skirmish,  and  sueh  of  the  soldiery 
as  were  unarmed  were  commauded  to  stand  reiidy 
lo  seize  the  liorses  and  strip  off  the  armor  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  most  illuslrioDi 
of  the  wairiors  who  fought  that  day  was  Pclistes, 
llie  Gothic  uuble  who  had  so  stenily  cheeked  the 
toagne  of  the  Bishop  Oppas.  He  led  to  tlie  field 
■  Ui^c  body  of  his  own  vassals  and  retainers, 
and  af  cavaliera  trained  up  in  his  house,  who  bad 
bOowed  him  to  ibe  wars  in  ATrica,  and  who 
ItMhed  Qp  lo  kim  more  as  a  fiitber  than  a  chief* 
taw.  Decide  him  was  bia  only  boo,  who  now  for 
tke  fiist  liMe  was  *— *''"g  bis  sword  in  baule. 
TW  oociAa  that  da;  was  more  general  and 
lioo^  tlMB  tbe  day  preaedi^;  die  ilai^hler  of 
Ibe  QriMma  tnmort  was  j—nMe.  from  ibeir 
fade  itf  ddnnc  mmor;   wid 


r  of  iIm  Goddc  cUTalry  from 

nmUt,  tl«   fieU   was  •trewed 

«^  ifae  ka&»  of  tfae  yoMUal  wblea.     Xom 

w   Ae   waniow   ti 
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PeliBtes.  Their  leader  himself  was  bold  and 
hnrdy,  and  prone  to  expose  himself  to  daoger; 
but  years  and  experience  hod  raoderate<l  his  eftrlj 
fire  j  hifi  sod,  hotvcfer,  was  eager  (a  distinguish 
himself  iu  this,  his  first  essay,  and  rushed  with 
iiapetuous  ardor  into  the  hottest  of  the  battle. 
In  vain  hia  faiher  called  to  caution  him ;  he  was 
ever  in  [he  advance,  and  seemed  unconsdous  of 
the  perils  that  surrounded  him.  The  cavaliers 
anil  vassals  of  his  father  followed  hira  with  de- 
voied  zeal,  and  many  of  them  paid  for  their 
loyalty  with  their  lives.  When  the  trumpets 
sounded  in  the  evening  for  retreat,  the  troops  of 
Pelisles  were  the  last  to  reach  the  camp.  They 
cnnie  slowly  nod  mournfully,  aud  much  decreased 
in  number.  Their  veteran  commander  was 
sealed  on  his  wir-horse,  but  the  blood  trickled 
from  the  gruaves  of  his  armor.  His  valiant  son 
was  borne  on  the  shields  of  his  vassals  ;  when 
they  laid  him  on  the  earth  near  to  where  the 
king  was  standing,  they  found  that  the  heroic 
youth  had  expired  of  his  wounds.  The  cava- 
liers surrounded  the  body,  and  gave  utterance  to 
their  grief,  but  the  father  restrained  his  agony, 
aud  looked  on  with  the  stem  re^goalion  of  a 
soldier. 

Don  Roderick  surveyed  the  field  of  battle  with 
a  rueful  eye,  for  it  was  mvered  with  the  mangled 
bodies'  of  his  most  illustrious  warriors ;  he  «aw, 
too,  with  ULXJeiy,  that  the  common  people,  im- 
used  to  war  and  unsustained  by  disdpliae.  were 
harassed  by  uice«8aot  toils  uid  dangers,  and  w«re 
oxiling  in  their  zeid  and  courage. 
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Tbe  crafty  Bishop  Oppas  marked  lliii  ii.r<iiiiil 
tronble  of  the  king,  and  thought  a  favoriJiln  mo- 
ment had  arrived  to  away  him  to  hix  piirpotii'. 
He  called  to  his  mind  llie  varions  portwiiii  loid 
praphedes  which  had  forerun  their  preaeuL  dao- 
ger.  "  Let  not  my  lord  the  kiug,"  »ajd  hp. 
make  light  of  these  inysteriou*  n^velntionn. 
which  appear  to  be  so  disastroiiBly  futlilliiig.  Tlie 
huid  of  Heaven  appears  to  be  against  uh.  f>«- 
is  impending  over  our  heails.  Our 
troops  are  rude  and  unskilUul,  bat  tlightly  annMl, 
■•d  much  csai  domi  in  apiriL  Better  u  it  tbut 
wc  iKmilil  make  a  IreAty  with  the  enemy,  and  by 
pwUtng  part  of  bis  demaadis  preveut  ihe  uttJ^r 
ndn  at  our  ooontry.  If  audi  cmmael  be  ac^pt- 
aUe  to  my  lord  tbe  Idog,  I  stiunl  ready  to  depart 
ipoa  as  embauy  to  tbe  S^lem  camp." 

Upon  hearing  tfese  words,  Fdittts,  wbo  bad 
Mood  in  BDomlid  denoe, ic^vdoig  thedcttdbody 
of  im  too,  bam  fcrth  wHb  booeal  inrfiglMrtio»» 
'■Bj  Om  good  cwucd,"  snd  be. "Am  bw  wko 


&».      *Jly  fc.d,-   Mi  fe,   'I,  Wi^    l«r  a 
■     I        m4  fc—  h*  to  «M<  k-     Wan  A« 


and  rebuked  the  impetaOBJty  of  Peliates,  but  at 
B  rejected  the  counsel  of  tho  bishop. 
"  The  event  of  this  conflict,"  said  he,  "  is  in  the 
hand  of  God  :  but  never  sludl  my  sward  retom 
to  its  Bcabhiird  while  an  infidel  invader  r 
within  the  land." 

He  then  held  a  council  with  hie  captains,  and 
it  was  delermined  to  offer  the  enemy  general 
battle  on  the  following  dtty.  A  herald  was  di^- 
pat<'hed  defying  Taric  l>en  Zeyad  to  the  contes!, 
ajid  the  defiance  waa  gladly  accepted  by  the  Mos- 
lem chioFlain.'  Don  Roderick  then  formed  the 
plan  of  actjon,  and  assigned  to  each  commander 
hiB  several  elation,  after  which  he  diemisaed  his 
officers,  and  eacli  one  sought  his  tent,  to  prepare 
by  diligence  or  repose  for  the  next  day's  eventful 


■  BIcda.  Cronica. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

Traitonua  Heange  of  Couui  JulisD. 

lARIC  BEN  ZEYAD  had  been  Rurprited 
n  by  tlie  valor  of  the  Christinu  cavaliurs 

_  the  recent  battle*,  atid  at  tliu  iiuniher 

ukI  sppareat  devotion  of  the  troapa  which  hc- 
comjiuued  the  king  u>  the  Geld.  Tlie  confident 
ddbmce  of  Doa  Roderick  iucreaaed  hU  surprise. 
When  the  herald  bad  retired,  lie  turned  an  eye 
of  «u;»dcpii  on  Count  Julian.  "  Thou  hunt  rep- 
naoUed  thy  coaQtrymeD,"  said  he.  "  as  sunk  in 
ttKminwKj  and  lost  to  all  generous  impuUe;  yet 
1  fiod  tfaem  figfatiiig  with  the  courage  and  the 
ttnaigib  of  lionf.  Thon  hsEt  rejireaeoted  thy 
U^  BB  detested  by  his  subjeds  and  nirrouuded 
bf  mrrtt  tnaaao  ;  bat  I  btiitM  bt*  tenia  nhiten- 
iag  ilie  faiUa  atd  dale*,  while  iboasaodf  an  hourly 
^^''^M'g  to  im  Htanted.  Woe  outi}  thnc  if  thou 
fcaat  duk  dccctl&Ily  with  ut,  w  hetrayod  u*  with 


d  lo  hi*  Mit  iu  greM  troaU« 
'  eune  Mftau  Um  tbat  iIm 
It  pli^  luB  mw;  £ir  it  ii  thus 
10  dbvwl  eadi  oiImsv    He 
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the  letter  from  Floriiida,  revealiag  the  story  ef 
her  difilionor. 

"  Thou  kiiowesi,  my  trusty  page,"  said  he, 
"  that  I  have  riJired  thee  in  my  household,  and 
cherished  thet:  abovi:  all  thy  companions.  If  thou 
hast  loyalty  and  ulfection  for  tliy  lord,  now  is  the 
time  to  serve  turn.  Hie  thee  to  the  Chrialoan 
camp,  and  find  thy  way  to  the  tent  of  the  Bishop 
Oppits.  If  any  one  ask  thee  who  thou  art,  tell 
them  thou  art  of  the  household  of  the  bishop,  and 
bearer  of  missives  from  Cordova.  When  thoo 
art  admitted  to  the  presence  of  the  bishop,  show 
him  this  ring,  and  he  will  commune  with  thee  in 
secret  Then  teU  him  Count  Julian  greets  him 
as  a  brother,  and  demands  how  the  wrongs  of  his 
daughter  Florinda  are  to  be  redressed.  Mark 
well  his  reply,  and  bring  it  word  for  word.  Have 
thy  lips  dosed,  but  thine  eyes  and  ears  open  ;  luid 
olwerve  everything  of  note  in  the  camp  of  the 
king.  So,  speed  thee  on  thy  ei'rand — away, 
away  I " 

The  page  hastened  to  saddle  a  Sarbary  steed, 
fleet  as  the  wind,  and  of  a  jet  black  color,  so  as 
not  to  be  easily  discernible  in  the  night.  He 
girded  on  u  sword  and  dagger,  slung  an  Arab  bow 
with  a  quiver  of  arrows  at  his  side,  and  a  buckler 
at  his  shoulder.  Issuing  oat  of  the  camp,  he 
sought  the  banks  of  the  Guadalete,  and  proeeoded 
sUenlly  along  its  stream,  which  reflected  the 
distant  fires  of  the  Christian  camp.  As  be  passed 
by  the  phtce  which  had  been  the  scene  of  the 
recent  conflict,  he  heard  from  time  to  time  the 
groan  of  some  expiring  warrior  who  had  crawled 
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MDong  the  rtieds  o 


the  n 


of  the  r 


8[«e<i  stepped  caulioualy  over  the 
mangled  bodies  of  the  slain.  The  young  page 
wa£  unused  lo  the  aighu  of  war,  &Dd  his  heart 
bmt  quick  within  him-  He  was  hailed  by  the 
sentinels  as  he  approaclied  the  CbrisUau  camp, 
and,  on  giving  the  reply  taught  him  by  Count 
Julian,  was  conducted  to  the  tent  of  the  Bishop 
Oppa.. 

The  liishop  had  not  yet  retired  to  his  couch. 
When  ho  beheld  the  ring  of  Count  Julian,  and 
heard  the  words  of  his  message,  he  saw  that  the 
pige  wa6  one  in  whom  he  might  conlide.  ''  Htksten 
back  to  ihy  lord."  said  he,  "  and  tell  him  to  have 
&ith  in  me  and  all  ehall  go  well.  &a  yet  I  have 
kept  my  tn>op«  out  of  the  oombat.  They  are  all 
frnb,  Weill  anned,  and  well  appointed.  The  king 
ha*  confided  to  myself  aided  by  the  princes  Evan 
and  Sisebnrto,  the  command  of  a  wing  of  Uie 
wmy.  To-tnorrow,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  when 
batli  armies  are  in  the  heat  of  action,  we  will 
|Mn  over  with  <nt  CnrceB  to  the  Moslems.  But 
I  dann  the  oooqtact  made  with  Taric  ben  Zeyul. 
Am  my  nqdievs  be  plaocij  in  dominion  over 
SfHB,  aaA  triboiaiy  only  v>  the  Caliph  of  Dn- 
wamaaS  With  thiB  usiuiroiu  meaaage  die  page 
depuud.  He  kd  hi*  Uadt  steed  by  the  bridle, 
10  pRsatf  Im  aaA  for  rtBcrvaliou,  tu  he  went 
'~        '  r  tbe  fixpiring  fire*  of  the 

ibe  bM  otUpoM,  where  tbe 
.  iMlf  donbaing  on  their  smu.  he 
■miDMiad.  but  leaped  l^UJy 
I  pBtapan  lo  hia  *teed.     An 
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iiiTow  whistled  by  his  ear,  and  two  more  stuck  in 
the  target  which  he  bad  thrnwn  upon  his  back. 
The  datier  of  hvrifit  hoofs  edioed  behind  him,  but 
he  had  learnt  of  the  Arabs  W  fight  and  fly. 
Plucking  3  sh^  from  bis  qniver,  and  turning  and 
rising  in  the  stirrujis  as  his  coarser  galloped  at 
full  speed,  he  drew  the  arrow  to  the  head  and 
launched  it  at  liis  pursuer.  The  twang  of  the 
bow-string  was  followed  by  the  crash  of  armor, 
and  a  deep  groan,  as  the  horseman  tumbled  to  the 
earth.  The  page  pursued  his  course  without 
further  moleetntioo,  and  arrived  at  the  Uoslem 
camp  before  the  break  of  day. 


r 
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K^^l  LIGHThod  bumedthroughout  ihenight 
^&^^  ill  Ihe  tent  of  the  king,  und  anKious 
BKbI  thoughts  and  dismal  visions  tronblcd  his 
rKpnse.  Il'  he  fell  into  n  slumber,  he  beheld  in 
lii«  dreams  the  shadowy  phantotUB  of  the  uevro- 
maiitic  tower,  or  the  injured  Flormda,  piilu  and 
illsbevi-Ied,  imprecating  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
upon  hiB  head.  In  the  mid-watcheH  of  the  night, 
when  nil  was  ailent  eicept  the  fooWiep  of  the 
WDtinel  pacing  before  his  lent,  the  king  rose  from 
hi*  couch,  and  wtilking  forth,  looked  thoughtfully 
upon  the  martial  scene  before  him.  The  pale 
creaceut  of  the  moan  hung  over  the  Moorish  camp, 
and  dimly  lighted  up  the  windings  of  the  Gua- 
dalete.  The  heart  of  the  kkig  was  Leuvy  and 
oppressed ;  but  he  felt  only  for  himself,  says 
Antonio  Agapida  ;  he  thought  nothing  of  the  perib 
impending  over  the  thousands  of  devoted  subjects 
in  tbe  camp  below  him ;  sleeping,  as  it  were,  on 
the  margin  of  their  graves.  The  feint  clatter  of 
disloDt  hoo&,  as  if  in  rapid  flight,  reached  the 
monarch's  ear,  but  the  horsemen  were  not  to  lie 
deftcried.  At  that  very  hour,  and  along  the 
shadowy  banks  of  that  river,  here  and  there 
gleaming  with   the  sninty   niooiilight.  passed   the 
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Aigitive  mesaeiiger  of  Count  JulLiti,  with  the  pkn 
of  the  next  day's  treofon. 

The  day  hud  not  yel  dawned  wheu  tho  sleep- 
lees  aud  impatieDt  mannrch  summoned  his  att«iid- 
antB  and  arrayed  liimself  for  the  field.  He  then 
sent  for  the  venerable  Bishop  Urbiiio,  who  had 
Bocompariied  him  to  the  camp,  and,  laying  aside 
his  regal  crown,  he  knelt  with  head  uncovered, 
and  confessed  his  sins  before  the  holy  man.  After 
tJnig  a  Bulemn  mass  wae  performe<I  in  the  royal  tent, 
and  the  eiicharUt  administered  to  the  monardi. 
Wheu  tliese  ceremonies  were  winduded.  he  be- 
sought the  archbishop  to  depart  forthwith  for  Cor- 
dova, tliere  U>  HWUt  the  issue  of  the  battle,  and 
to  be  ready  to  bring  forward  reinforcements  and 
supplier.  The  aidibishop  saddled  his  mule  and 
daporied  just  as  the  &iot  blush  of  morning  began 
tu  kindle  in  ttie  e.-ist.  Alrendy  the  camp  re- 
sounded with  the  thrilling  call  of  the  trumpet,  the 
dank  of  armor,  and  the  tnunp  and  neigh  of  sleeds. 
As  tJie  HifhlMshop  passe>]  through  the  camp^  he 
locAed  wilh  a  compassionate  heart  on  this  vast 
moltitwio,  of  atfauoi  «o  nuny  were  $oon  to  perish. 
The  wuTtuTii  pmsaed  to  Ids*  his  hand,  uid  many 
ft  ««'ralMr  bU  uf  joub  Mtd  fire  received  his  bene- 
Aeligit,  wbo  ms  W  Be  stiff  and  oold  before  the 


mnn  tb»  traoiis  were  oanhaled  for  tlie  field, 
tton  Roderick  prefnnd  (o  sally  forth  in  the  sute 
■ud  ponp  wSili  whidh  the  Godao  kukgs  were  wont 
W  go  lo  iMUtfe.     H«  w»*  arrayvd  in  robes  of  ffAA 


tmkiSamomitx  WWhI  mtctftre  * 
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be  wore  a  regul  cronu  resplendent  iviUi  iniialiui- 
»hle  jewels.  Thus  gorgeouslj'  apfittn;lfil,  hr  ait- 
oended  a  lofty  limriot  of  Ivory,  the  osIc-Uikh  uf 
whtdi  were  of  bilvur.  and  the  whouU  unl  puht 
I'lrered  with  plale*  of  kuniiBhed  gold.  Atxiv<: 
lijt  bead  was  a  canopy  of  clutli  of  gol'I,  ciiiUummnI 
with  armorial  devicee.  and  studded  with  pruvkiwt 
scone*.'  This  somptuous  chariot  was  drnwn  by 
milk'WhitF  borees,  witli  uapsrieuus  of  criniMD 
velvet,  emhroidered  with  pearla,  A  tbouwu^ 
yotttbtai  cavaliere  surrounded  the  cur,  all  of  the  . 
noUiist  blood  and  braTeet  spirit;  all  kiii^iil»l  by  i 
the  kiDg'*!'  owb  hand,  aud  swuru  to  dcfuud  him  H>  J 
the  Ufit. 

Whai  itodetick  iasued  forth  in  ibi^  r««pleiul«ai  1 

■tate,  eajt  aii  AnbUu  writer,  surrouude<)  hv  tti*  * 

in  ^Ided  amiar  and  waviug  pluuitfB 

■n  won  tmergimg  in  the  daxzliiig  <Jt«ii0l 
dajr  ban  aoUat  (he  ^oiiouft   duad*  flf 


Am  tbe  foyal  ar  nUed  along  b  front  of  tte 
tqmditifu.  tiM  Mifcfiin  aboHiad  •nth  aduuiBliMi-  i 
Don  Bodendk  «»ad  Iwa  wepln!  and  addfuwaJ  ' 
ihesB  from  U*  Jofor  j^t-^,  mwiirtiin;  ihGin  of    ' 
die  humir  aad  liiiiiilMiiiii  wkidi  bad  alttwiy  umD 

~  ~       i   b;    the   ili^Mllwfc    J>pJ 


111     ^WIlUU.-     ll, 

in  or  will  periiah  twwaalii  >wur  aMtmU 
1  ff— iMl   Onn.  •>.  Oru.  TU 
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bravely  Co  the  Rght ;  yonr  families  arc  behind  you 
praying  for  your  succew ;  the  invaders  of  your 
nountry  are  before  you  ;  God  is  above  ta  bless  hiB 
holy  cause,  aod  your  king  leads  you  (o  the  field." 
The  army  shoated  wilh  one  accord,  "  Forward  to 

oncouuter 

The  ria 


id  death  be  hie  portion   who  shuns  the 


ag  sun  began  to  shiot'  along  the  glisten- 
iug  waters  of  the  Guadatete  as  the  Moorish  army, 
aquadron  afier  squadron,  came  sweeping  down  a 
gentle  declivity  to  tlie  sound  of  martial  music 
Thwr  turbans  and  robes,  of  varioua  dyes  and 
l^hions,  gave  a  splendid  appearance  to  their  host ; 
MS  they  marrlied,  a  cloud  of  dust  arose  and  partly 
hid  them  fmm  thi:  sight,  but  still  there  would 
break  forth  flashes  of  siise\  and  gleams  of  burnished 
gold,  like  ray^  of  vivid  lightning ;  while  the  sound 
of  drum  and  trumpet,  and  the  clash  of  Moorish 
cymbal,  were  as  the  warlike  thunder  within  that 
stormy  cloud  of  baUle- 

A^  the  armies  drew  n«ar  each  other,  the  sun 
disappeared    among    gatberiug    clouds,   aod    liie 
gloom  of  the  day  was  increased  by  the  columns 
of  dust  which  rose  fraoi  either  bosL     At  length 
the  trumpets  sounded  for  tlw  encoanter.     The 
faauk  flammeaeed  with  showers  of  arrows,  stones 
Mid  jatvUns.    The  Chri>ti«a  feoi-soldien  foagfat    ' 
ta  diMdvuiaige,  tbe  gra«tar  put  faei^  dcatitote    ' 
of  bela  or  hodtkr.     A  tMnalioa  of  1^  An-    * 
Ima  lK>rse«Mk.  M  by  «  Grwk  1 1  T^iln  nuned 
l^vel  el  Bum.  cuvend  a>  (raai  of  tke  Clin- 
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after  them.  Theodomir  now  brought  up  lii»  ^ta- 
soned  troops  inio  the  acliou,  seconded  by  the 
veteran  Pelistes,  and  in  a  little  while  the  battle 
became  furious  and  proniiacuouB.  It  wm  zIo- 
rioos  to  behold  the  old  Gothic  valor  shining  forth 
in  this  hour  of  fearful  Irial.  Wherever  the 
Uoslems  fell,  the  Christiana  rushed  fur  ward, 
•eiied  upon  their  horses,  and  stripped  them  of 
their  armor  and  their  weapons.  They  fought 
deeperalely  and  successlally,  for  they  fought  for 
their  cunnlry  and  their  faith.  The  bnttle  raged 
for  several  hours ;  the  field  was  strewn  with 
aUin,  and  the  Moors,  overcoooe  by  the  raultiluJe 
uA  fpry  of  their  foes,  began  to  fuller. 

When  Taric  beheld  his  troops  retreating  before 
ibe  eoemy,  he  threw  himself  before  ihem,  and, 
risiiig  in  his  stiiraps,  ''  O  Moslems  \  conquerors 
cf  Africa  I  ~  cried  be,  "whither  would  you  fly? 
Tbe  seA  b  behind  you,  the  enemy  before ;  yon 
baTC  no  hope  but  in  your  valor  and  tbe  help  of 
God  !     Do  as  I  do,  and  (he  day  is  ours  ! " 

With  theee  words  he  put  spurs  (o  his  horse 
and  ipnuig  anwog  tlie  enemy,  striking  to  right 
and  left,  catting  down  and  deatroying,  whi]e  bis 
Meed,  fierce  as  himself,  trsnipled  upon  the  foui- 
soUiers,  and  tore  them  with  bis  teeth.  At  Ibis 
naxaatl  a  mighty  shout  arose  in  various  parte  o< 
tbe  field  i  tbe  rnxutide  hour  had  arrired.  Tha: 
Bitbop  Oppaa,  wiib  tbe  two  priitcee,  who  hmA 
hitlierto  kept  ibeir  banda  out  of  tbe  fight.  Mid- 
6aAj  went  o»er  to  the  enemy,  aad  tnnieJ 
ibeir  weaipoftf  npon  their  astonished  ooUDtrjmcu. 
Vna  ibat  OMMiwat  the  fortDoe  of  tbe  day  mm 
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L'hiiiiged,  and  the  field  of  buttle  became  a  ^cnne 
of  wild  eoofusion  and  Lloody  masaacre.  The 
Chriatiaa^  know  not  whom  to  cooteiid  with,  or 
whom  to  trust.  It  eeemed  as  if  madness  bad 
seized  upon  llieir  friends  and  kinsmen,  and  that 
their  worst  enemies  were  among  themselvea. 

The  courage  of  Dog  Roderick  rose  with  hie 
danger.  Throwing  off  ihe  cnrabroua  rnbes  of 
rojrtlly,  nod  descending  from  hia  car.  he  sprang 
upon  hLs  aieed  Ore  I  in,  grasped  his  lance  and 
buckler,  and  endeavored  to  rally  his  retreating 
troops.  He  was  surrounded  and  assailed  by  a 
moitilude  of  hia  own  traitorous  subjects,  but  de- 
fended himself  with  wondrous  prowess.  The 
eaeiny  thickened  around  him ;  his  lojal  band  of 
cavaliers  were  slain,  bravely  fighting  in  his  de- 
fense ;  the  last  that  was  seen  of  the  king  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  enemy,  dealing  death  at  every 

A  complete  panic  fell  upon  the  Christians ; 
(hey  threw  away  their  arms  and  fled  in  all  direo- 
ttoos.  They  were  pursued  with  dreadful  slangh- 
tor,  until  the  darkness  of  the  night  rendered  it 
impossible  to  dislinguish  friend  from  foe.  Tario 
then  callei)  off  bis  troops  Irora  the  pursuit,  and 
took  possession  of  the  royal  campi  and  the 
ooneh  which  had  been  pressed  so  uneasily  on  the 
preceding  night  \fj  Oon  Boderick,  now  yielded 
sound  repoee  to  lus  conqueror.' 

>  Tdb   tiatllv   n  a 
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CHAPTER  XVni. 

iItlcilUrIheDer«aI.  — ThePaleor  Rodnick. 


JN  the  morniiig  aOer  Ibe  battle,  llie  Arab 
letuler,  Taric  ben  Zeyad.  rodu  over  the 
bloody  field  of  the  Guailolete,  strewed 
with  the  rnius  of  those  spleDdid  armies  which 
bad  so  Utel;  passed  like  glorious  pageants  along 
tbe  river  banks.  There  Moor  and  Christian, 
borsemiui  and  horse,  lay  ga.«hed  with  hideous 
wounds ;  and  the  river,  slilt  red  wtlh  blood,  was 
GJIed  with  the  bodies  of  the  slain.  Tlie  gaunt 
Arab  WHS  a«  a  wolf  roaniLng  through  the  fold  he 
had  laid  waste.  On  every  side  his  eye  reveled 
on  [he  ruin  of  the  couiiiry,  ou  (he  wrecks  of 
haughty  Spain.  There  lay  the  flower  of  her 
yoDtliful  ohivalry,  mangled  and  destroyed,  and 
dte  strengtii  of  her  yeomanry  proslinled  in  the 
dmt.  The  Gothic  noble  lay  confounded  wilh  his 
vanals,  the  peasant  with  the  prince — all  ranks 
anil  dignities  were  mingled  in  one  bloody  maa- 
«BCre. 

When  Taric  had  surveyed  the  Held,  he  caused 
the  spoils  of  the  dead  Aud  the  plunder  of  the 
c»mp  to  be  brought  before  him.  Tbe  booty  was 
immvuM.  There  were  massy  chains  and  rare 
jvw«l9  uf  gold,  pearls  and  precious  stones,  rich 
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dilks  unci  brocndes,  mid  all  otlier  luxurious  lU-co- 
rntioTiH  in  which  the  Gotliic  nobles  had  indulged 
in  the  lalter  times  of  tbeir  degeneracy.  A  rasi 
RinouDt  of  treasure  was  likewise  found,  which 
had  been  brought  by  Roderick  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war. 

Tnric  then  ordered  that  tim  bodies  of  the 
Moslem  warrjora  should  be  interred ;  as  for  ihoee 
of  the  Christians,  tlii^y  were  gathered  id  heaps, 
and  vast  pyres  of  wood  were  formed,  on  which 
they  were  consumed.  The  flames  of  these  pyre« 
rose  high  in  the  air,  nnd  were  seen  nfar  off  in 
the  nigUt :  and  wbcn  the  Christians  beheld  them 
from  the  neighboring  hills,  they  beat  their  breasts 
nnd  lore  their  hair,  and  lamented  over  Ihem  as 
over  Ihu  funerni  tires  of  their  pouotry.  The 
atrnngt:  uf  that  buttle  infected  the  air  for  two 
whole  niunlhs.  and  boaes  were  seen  lying  in 
hcMps  upon  the  field  for  more  than  forty  yean ; 
nay.  when  itges  had  passed  and  gone,  the  hus- 
baadman,  turning  op  (he  soil,  would  still  find 
fntgnients  of  Gothic  cuirasses  ami  helmf,  and 
Huorish    Mimelars.   thi-    reliis   of   that   divadfial 

Kitr  ihrve  (Uy«  tlte  Arabiu  horaemen  pomied 
the  Hyiu^  Cfcristiuts,  bvnting  dwm  oicr  the  Ian 
of  iW  counlry,  an  that  but  »  acsBly  Monber  of 
tbftt  na^Vf  ImM  f«ape4  U  lall  (be  bin  oT  ihar 
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A  diltgeut  Acarch  nns  acra>i'diiigly  made  ii>  tifery 
direction,  but  for  a  loDg  lime  in  vbcd  ;  at  li^ngiti 
a  soldier  broaght  to  Tnric  the  head  of  a  Chris- 
tjao  warrior,  on  which  wfis  a  cap  decorated  with 
festhera  and  precious  stones.  The  Arab  leader 
received  it  as  Ihe  head  of  the  iinforlunnte  Roder- 
ick, and  sent  it,  as  a  trophy  of  his  victoi'y,  to 
Uuxu  ben  Nosier,  nlio,  in  like  manner,  Iran.smii- 
ted  it  to  the  Caliph  at  Damascus.  The  Spuniab 
hntorians,  however,  have  always  denied  its  Idcn- 
tiiy. 

A  mystery  has  ever  huiig,  and  ever  must  con- 
luine  to  bang,  over  the  fate  of  King  Roderick, 
in  that  dark  und  doleful  day  of  Spain.  Whether 
he  went  down  amidal  the  storm  of  battle,  and 
stoued  fcr  his  sins  and  errors  by  n  patriot  grave, 
or  whether  he  survived  lo  repent  of  them  in 
bermit  exile,  must  remain  mailer  of  conjecture 
and  dispute.  The  learned  Archbishop  Rodrigo, 
wbo  lias  recorded  the  events  of  Ihiii  disastrous 
GehL  ttflimis  that  Roderick  fell  beneath  the  venge- 
ful blade  of  Ihe  traitor  Julian,  and  thus  expiated 
iritb  bb  blood  his  crime  againsl  the  hapless  Flo- 
ritidit ;  but  the  archbishop  stands  alone  in  hi^ 
record  of  ihe  fact.  It  seems  generally  admitted 
ibat  Orelia,  the  favorite  war-horse  of  Don  Rod- 
erick, was  found  entangled  in  a  marsh  on  the 
borders  of  the  (^adalete,  with  the  sandob  and 
mantle  and  royal  insignia  of  the  king  lying  close 
by  him.  The  river  at  this  place  ran  broad  and 
deep,  and  was  encumbered  with  the  dead  bodies 
of  warriors  and  steeds ;  it  has  been  supposed, 
tberefore,  that  he  perished  in  the  stream  ;  but  bis 
body  WBS  not  found  within  its  waters. 


lOfl      TtlL-  LKOE.VD   OF  DON  RODKHTCK. 

When  Mveral  years  ha^  passed  away,  and  raen'a 
nindB,  Ijoiitg  rcistorcd  to  some  degreci  of  tranqnil- 
lily,  bfgnu  to  occupy  themselTes  about  the  evenls 
of  thU  <li9ini(I  (lay,  a  rumor  arose  that  Roderick 
had  eai'iipeil  from  the  camnge  on  the  banks  of  the 
Oiuwlalote.  and  was  still  alive.  It  was  said  that 
having  from  a  rising  gronod  caught  a  view  of  the 
whole  (idd  of  battle,  and  seen  that  the  Aay  was  lost, 
and  his  army  llying  in  all  directions,  he  likewise 
sought  bis  mfety  in  flight.  It  is  added  that  the 
Arab  horsemen,  while  scouring  the  mountaius  in 
qneat  of  ftigilives,  fijiind  a  shepherd  arrayed  in  the 
tvjti  robcfi,  and  brou^t  him  before  the  cgnqueror, 
beUavin^  lum  to  be  the  king  lum£«l£  Count  Jo- 
U«l  Mxn  dispelled  the  error.  On  bi^ng  qvea- 
tioiMid,  tht>  tKwhlitig  rnstk  declared  that  while 
kMi&tg  his  shee|»  in  the  foMs  of  the  i 
iImw  nune  a  ATilier  on  ■ 
*(Mfli  am)  mdy  M  Mnk  h—Bih  ifae  f^at.  That 
^  fMxaUrr  with  a 
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*  OoesQ  sea,"  from  whence  lio  iniglit  yet  riitwrn 
once  more  to  elevate  his  standard,  And  l>t>ttl«  for 
the  recovery  of  faiH  tlirone. 

TcHr  &fler  year,  however,  elup»e<l.  auil  nnlhing 
was  heard  <A  Don  Roderick :  yet,  like  SebiuiiAii 
of  Portdgal  and  Anhur  of  England,  his  name 
aantiniied  to  be  a  rally ing-)K>iiit  fir  popular  faitli, 
nd  llie  tajtberj  of  bin  end  to  give  riso  to  nimnn- 
lie  tMim  Jit  length,  when  geuenttiou  at^r  gcii< 
entiaa  had  mnk  into  the  grave,  and  uear  two 
oealarin  had  piairii  and  gone,  trace*  were  raid  to 
he  fiM»««nd  tlttt  threw  a  light  on  the  fintil  for- 
UMto  of  the  ■nCwtanate  Roderick.  At  tJut  time 
tke  Gm^  king  of  L«ou.  luul 
e  dtj  of  Yiaeo  in  Liuitauia  from  the 
hnit  «f  tW  Vodeam.  As  hi*  nldier^  were 
tm^ag  ^mm  ite  dtj  and  iia  eoviroiu.  one  at 
Asm  ^BOTvend  ■■  kfcU,aan>rle  of  ifw  waUa.  a 
■■■  ^^Vd  ■!  hmiiirn,!.  with  a  aqmlclm  h 
fast  «■  wiaA  WM  kaoibed  tUa  epaaiib  b  OotUc 
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over  Ills  memory ;  but  when  his  thoughts  turned 
to  Count  Juliau,  his  patriotic  indignutiou  broke 
forth,  and  with  his  dagger  he  inacribed  a  mde 
malediction  on  the  atone. 

**  Accursed,"  said  he,  "  be  the  impious  and  head- 
long vengeaaoe  of  the  traitor  Julian.  He  was  a 
murderer  of  his  king,  a  destroyer  of  his  kindred, 
a  betrayer  of  his  couutry.  May  his  name  be  bit- 
ter in  every  month,  aud  his  memory  infamous  to 
all  genemUons," 

Here  ends  the  legend  of  Don  Roderick. 


ILUJSTRATIONS  OF  THE  FOREGOING 
LEGEND. 


THE  TOMB  OF  RODERICK 

Thx  renerable  Seboatiano.  Bishop  of  Salamanca, 
dedarei  that  th«  itiKriptioa  on  One  tcmb  at  ViSMi 
in  INxtngal  exiMed  in  Ms  time,  and  that  he  had 
M«n  it.  A  paitimtar  account  of  the  exile  and  ber- 
aut  Ufe  of  Roderick  is  Aimished  bj  Beiigansa,  on  the 
aolbority  of  PortogMM  clinnide«. 

"  Al^woa  htHoriadocM  Pam^m 
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It-i- 


f  fsi^lendu  por  compiUiero  a 
in.in.  J  elevaoda  la  Imogen  Ae  Nazarctb,  que  Cjriucu 
moD^  de  nacioo  griego  aira  traido  dc  JurujiikJura  ol 
monatleria  de  Caulmtano,  He  «ubio  &  un  inrtiite  muy 
w^ieio.  que  cttaba  lobre  el  mar,  juiitu  al  lugur  du 
PtaknieTnt.  Vivio  Bodrigo  en  uouijHUiia  de  el 
utJOffi  en  el  hoeco  de  una  grmUt  pjr  e«pncio  de  uii 
ano:  de^Mies  le  pauo  a  la  enuita  de  aaa  Mlguitl,  quu 
i.jfh«  cerca  de  Viaeo,  eD  doode  murio  /  fue  nepol- 


r  eala  relacion  en  lu  ootas  dc  Una 
*""—  Tanuf  o  wbre  Paulo  deacano.  El  clironiuon 
da  oa  Maisa,  que  Dega  haata  el  aRu  8S3,  dew  (|iie, 
faite  «a  tjespc^  ■  %nm  el  fin  del  ^f  KtA^gf- 
Fxm  aJSca  dopwa  el  Ber  Den  Alotua  e!  Uj^m, 
■ribdo  eaoado  1>  cBubd  de  VUeo.  encontro  en  ana 
igleaa  d  cpiuiD  que  oi  ranEu>r«  dlzr  —  >qui  ^azc. 
~  "  "  "  ■   *  Htj  de  loa  Godo«.~  —  Stryanza,  L. 
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for  andquaiiaa  conjectare  and  perplexity.  It  ii^  built 
upon  a  high  rooky  promontory,  witi  the  Tagiis  brawl- 
ing round  its  base,  anii  is  overlooked  by  cra^^ed  and 
precipitous  hills.  These  hills  abound  with  clefts  and 
caverns;  and  the  promontory  itself,  on  which  the 
city  is  bnilt,  bears  traces  of  vaults  and  suhterTaneoiu 
habitaUons,  which  are  occasionaily  discovered  under 
the  ruins  of  ancient  houses,  or  beneath  the  churches 


ThesB  are  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  the 
habitationi'  or  retreats  of  die  primitive  inbubitanta ; 
for  it  was  the  custom  of  the  ancients,  according  to 
Pliny,  to  make  caves  in  high  and  rocky  places,  and 
live  in  tbum  through  fear  of  floods ;  and  such  a  pre- 
oaution,  says  the  worthy  Don  Pedro  de  Roxas,  in 
his  history  of  Toledo,  was  natural  enough  among  the 
first  Toledans,  «eeing  that  they  founded  their  dty 
shortly  after  the  deluge,  while  the  memory  of  it  wm 
still  fi^sh  in  iheir  minds. 

Some  have  supposed  these  secret  caves  and  vaults 
to  have  been  places  of  concealment  of  the  inhabit- 
ants and  their  treasure  duiing  times  of  war  and  vio- 
lence ;  or  rade  temples  for  the  performance  of  relig- 
ious ceremonies  in  times  of  persecution.  There  are 
not  wanting  other,  and  grave  writers,  who  give  them 
B  idll  darker  purpose.  In  these  caves,  say  they, 
wore  taught  the  diaboUcal  mysteries  of  magic ;  and 
here  were  performed  those  infernal  ceremonies  and 
ineantation«  hDrril>le  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man. 
"  History,"  says  the  worthy  Don  Pedro  de  Roxas, 
■■is  full  oT  accounts  that  the  magi  taught  and  per- 
formed their  magic  and  their  superstitious  rites  in 
proibund  caves  and  secret  places ;  because  an  thin 
art  of  the  devil  was  prohibited  from  the  very  origin 
of  ChrisUanity,  thej  always  sought  for  hidden  places 
in  which  to  practice  it."     In  the  time  of  the  Moors 
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told,  nas  pabliclj  tniight  iit  tlicir 

[  oimergities,  tbc  aame  as  astroaomy,  philuujpby.  anil 

f<  ■stWm&tics,  and  at  no  placo  was  it  i^ullivikti'ii  with 

re  succeaa  than  at  Toledo.      Hence  thU  tiity  haa 

r  been  darkly  renowned  lor  myatio  aciein'e :  inH>- 

nnch  that  the  ma^c  art  was  called  by  the   Frencdi, 

■ad  by  other  nntioiia,  the  Arte  Tnletlana. 

Of  all  ibe  mnrvels,  however,  of  this  ancient,  pk- 
tarcaquB,  rumantic,  and  necromantic  city,  none  In 
Modem  times  surpass  the  Cave  of  IlmTuloK,  if  w« 
may  take  llu^  aci-oont  ol'  Don  Pedro  dc  Roxu  tor 
MitlieBtic.  Tlie  entrance  to  tbia  cuvu  is  within  lh« 
durch  of  San  Ginev,  lituati'd  in  nearly  tin-  higlieit 
part  of  the  city.  The  portal  is  secured  by  massy 
doon,  oprain^  within  the  walls  of  the  chitn-h,  but 
whicli  are  k^  rigonraily  cbsed.  Thi-  csvi'ni  «x- 
liodt  •oaiAeT  th«  city  and  beneath  tfae  b<-'l  of  tl>« 
D^g^  to  the  distance  of  three  leagnet  beyond.  It 
i^  in  aoaw  places.  «f  rare  architeGlare,  built  of  MiaJI 
s  carioastf  Tought,  taA  tiqipaTted  by  colninM 


tmt^  Acs  acM  m,  lad,  iatrimg  pswuiiHul  abaM 
Uf  •  iBi^m.^mm  to  •  ffaer  «Wc  tlaac  vas  a 
U^  <«-  ^tf*  «■  kHfie.  terii^  a  tMt  or  afav. 


•key- 

kwil  oat  oT  Ifae  ca>«.  It  «*•  n%ht&D  whn  dwr 
vBtd  fanh,  aad  tbcj  were  wnaeh  iCaotad  b^  the 
lonir  tbcr  had  imJefgowe,  a^  t^  ikc  eoU  mmI 
iliMf  MI  of  Ihc  caren,  to  vUtk  ther  were  th« 
■on:  KnriUe  froa  ita  bd^  ia  dte  Rnncr,  dud  all 
ofifaDH  611  vkaBlsCTttal  of  then  died.  WfaMlter 
the  III  Ilia ifc HI  wail  tatowiiged  to  ponae  Us  i«- 
wnJi  aod  g^t^  Ui  corks^,  Ifae  histmr  docs  doI 

AloMO  TcOm  de  HMesu,  ia  lui  hutoiy  cf  Uw 
world,  reoordi  that  not  kag  before  hii  time  a  be^ 
of  Toiedo,  boag  threatcaed  with  ptmiahmwit  by  hu 
auMcr,  fled  and  loc4  ndnge  in  An  cave.  Fancfiag 
hi*  pomaer  K  hit  beeli,  he  took  tta  keed  of  the  ob- 
Norigr  or  orfilnew  of  the  catc,  bat  kept  gropii^  and 
blanderitig  forward,  mtil  h«  csme  forth  at  tliree 
leagpea'  ditUace  froa  the  d^. 

VTT'  popalar  rtarj  of  this  cave,  cnr- 
ag  the  '•™— I?"  peopk,  ns.  Uiat  id  iti  re- 
!me»  laj  coneealed  a  gi«xt  Measure  of  gold, 
!  bf  die  **~-""  Wboerer  would  reach 
i«  hovd  nnut  pMi  dinm^  »evet«]  carei 
K-  grottoea ;  each  having  iti  r"*^*^'"*  t^ror,  and  lU 
ander  the  gnardiaitihip  €f  a  feradons  dgg,  who  bM 
tkt  ke^  of  all  the  gatet,  aad  iraldwf  day  and  ni^iL 
At  the  B{>proach  ot  an;  one.  he  Ao^s  his  teeth,  and 
makes  a  tiideoui  growUi^:  but  do  adTeottirer  afler 
wealth  has  had  eoimgc  to  brare  a  coniesl  ■iUi  thi< 
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The  mon  intrepid  candidate  on  record  wns  .1  poor 
man  who  hail  lost  hi^  alt,  and  had  tbose  grand  in- 
ccntines  to  desperate  enterprise,  a  wife  and  a  large 
Gunilj  of  children.  Hearing  the  storj  of  this  cave, 
be  determined  to  venture  alone  in  search  of  the 
■reamre.  He  accordinglj  entered,  and  waodered 
m»aj  hours,  bewildered,  about  the  cave.  OIlea 
vimIiI  he  hare  retnrtied,  but  the  thoughts  of  his  wile 
■nd  children  tirgcd  him  on.  At  length  he  arnved 
near  to  the  place  where  he  supposed  the  treasure  la/ 
Udden ;  bat  here.  Id  hb  dlsmaj,  he  beheld  the  floor 
of  the  canm  s»«wd  with  human  bones,  doubtless 
>  like  himself,  who  had 


lioeiaf;  all  courage,  he  now  turned  and  sought  his 
vmr  out  of  the  cave.  Horrors  thickened  apoo  hini 
u  be  fled.  Be  beheld  direiiil  phantoms  glaring  and 
^bbering  around  him,  and  heard  the  sound  of  pur- 
«I  in  tbe  echoes  of  hu  footsteps.  He  reached  liis 
heoM  oTcrcome  with  affiight ;  several  hours  elapsed 
bafiw  be  could  recorcr  speech  to  tell  hi^  stor^,  and 
be  died  od  tbe  ftdlowing  dav. 

ne  jodicioBS  Don  Pedro  de  Boias  holds  tlie  ac- 
ooont  of  tbe  buried  ttea>are  for  febulons,  but  the 
■drcston  of  tbia  onlockv  man  for  very  possible  — 
bciB^  led  OD  bj  ararice,  or  rather  the  hope  of  rv/- 
ttisii^  *  d^pente  fSntnne.  He.  moreover,  pro- 
MMDces  bis  dying  dtonlr  after  CMning  forth  as  verv 
pnbiUe :  bet^oie  the  darknes*  of  tbe  care,  its  cold- 
neM,  the  &igbi  at  finding  the  bones,  tbe  dread  of 
iwiiilin^  tbe  inuginarr  dog.  all  joining  to  operate 
Mfoa  s  man  'mha  wac  past  tbe  prime  of  hit  dayt. 
'  '  *  1  bf  poverty  and  acantj  food,  might 
e  bif  death. 


a  nBy  or  xetreat  firom  tbe  dty  is  CMe  i 
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ahould  be  taken ;  an  opinion  rendered  probable,  it  is 
thought,  by  its  grandeur  and  great  extent. 

The  learned  Sniajsnr  dfi  Mcndoia,  however,  in  his 
history  of  the  pund  cardinal  of  Spain,  »ffinaa  it  as 
an  established  fact,  that  it  was  first  wrought  out  of 
tlie  rock  by  Tubal,  the  son  of  Japhet,  and  grandson 
of  Noah,  and  afterwards  repaired  and  greatly  aug- 
mented by  Hercules  the  Egyptian,  who  made  il  hig 
habitation  alter  he  had  erected  his  pillan  at  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Here,  too,  it  is  said,  he  read 
magic  to  his  followers,  anil  taught  them  those  snper- 
natnral  arts  hy  which  he  occompliahcd  his  VMt 
achievemenbi.  Others  think  that  :t  was  a  temple 
dedicated  in  Herculei,  as  was  the  eaac,  according  to 
Pomponiiu  Mela,  with  the  great  cave  in  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar  J  certain  it  is,  that  it  has  always  borne  the 
name  of  '■  The  Cave  of  HeroiUes." 

There  are  not  wanting  some  who  have  insinuated 
that  it  was  a  work  dating  from  the  time  of  the  Ri>- 
maUB,  and  intended  as  a  cloaca  or  sewer  of  the  city ; 
bat  such  a  graveling  insinuation  wiil  be  treated  with 
proper  scorn  by  the  reader,  after  the  nobler  purposes 
to~which  he  has  heard  this  marvelous  cavern  conse- 

From  all  the  circumstances  here  adduced  frraa 
learned  and  reverend  authors,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  Toledo  is  a  city  Iruitful  of  marvels,  nnd  that  the 
necronantic  tower  of  Hercules  has  more  solid  foun- 
dation than  most  edifices  of  sitniUr  import  in  ancient 

The  writer  of  these  pog^s  will  venture  to  add  the 
result  of  his  personal  researches  ruspecting  the  hi- 
famed  cavern  la  question.  Rambling  about  Toledo 
in  the  year  1S26,  in  company  with  a  small  knot  of 
antiquity  hunters,  among  whom  were  an  eminent 
British  painter,'  and  an  English  nobleoitui,^  who  has 
1  Mr.  D,  W— kie.  l  LaH  Mah— n. 
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aiace  disdngaiahed  himaelf  in  Spanish  hlslorii'iil  rc- 
seMvJi,  (re  directed  oar  steps  [o  thu  rlmrcb  of  Siui 
Gines,  and  inquired  for  the  portjkl  tif  the  aecreC 
cavern.  The  eacrislan  was  ti  voluble  and  I'onuuunl- 
cUi*e  man,  And  one  not  MkuXy  to  be  niggard  of  his 
tm^ie  About  nnjthing  he  knew,  or  slow  to  bonel  of 
aaj  murvel  pertaiaittg  to  his  church  ;  but  he  pro- 
fessed utter  ignonmcti  of  the  existence  of  any  luiih 
ports]-  He  remembered  to  Lftve  hunrd,  howevur, 
that  inuDediatelj  under  the  entraiic^u  to  thv  churuk 
there  1**9  an  arch  of  mation  work,  appareutly  ilu* 
ii[^>er  pan  of  aome  subterranean  portal;  but  that 
:dl  had  been  «>vere<l  up  and  a  pavuuieDt  laid  down 
Uieremi ;  so  that  whether  it  led  to  the  ma^n  cave  or 
ibe  necramantic  lower  remains  a  mjatery,  and  no 
RHHt  remain  natil  Bome  monarch  or  archbishop  slialt 
■pin  fasTe  cmtra^  and  snthority  tc  bivak  Uu^  nfudl. 
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HE  overthrow  of  King  Roderick  and  his 
army  on   ihe   banks   of    the   Guadalele, 

tiirew  open   all  soulhem  Spain  to  the 

inroads  of  the  Moslems.  The  whole  country  fled 
before  Ibem  ;  villages  and  hamlets  were  hastily 
the  iiiliabilant!!  placed  their  aged  and 
infinn,  their  wires  and  children,  and  their  most 
eSecta,  on  mules  and  other  beasts  of  bur- 
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fear,  for  he  wns  the  idol  of  hU  aoldierj.  They 
admired  his  reslicis  and  daring  spirit,  which  uulh- 
ing  ooold  dismajr.  His  gnuiit  and  sincwj  form, 
hia  fiery  eye,  his  visage  seamed  with  scare,  were 
suited  lo  the  hardihood  of  hia  deeds  ;  mid  when 
monnted  oo  his  foaming  ateed,  careering  the  field 
of  battle  with  qoivering  lance  or  flashing  Hcinneiar, 
his  Arabs  would  greet  him  with  ehouls  of  enthu- 
tsiasta.  But  what  endeared  him  to  theni  mure 
than  all  wb£  his  »nldier-]lke  conlempt  of  gain. 
CQiiquest  was  his  only  passion  ;  glory  the  only 
reward  he  coveted.  As  to  the  spoil  of  the  con- 
quered, he  shared  it  freely  among  hia  followers, 
and  squandered  his  own  portion  with  open-handed 
generosity. 

While  Taric  was  pushing  his  triumphant  course 
through  Andaluaia,  tidings  of  his  stupendous  vic- 
tory on  the  banks  of  the  Guadalele  were  carried 
k>  Hiiza  ben  Nosier.  Messenger  after  messenger 
arrived,  vying  who  should  most  extol  the  adiieve- 
nieuti»  of  the  conqueror  and  the  grandeur  of  the 
oouqueat.  "  Taric,"  said  they,  "  has  overthrown 
the  whole  force  of  the  unbelievers  in  one  mighty 
bftlile.  Their  king  is  slain  i  thousands  and  tene 
of  tboDBauds  of  their  warriora  are  deairoyeil ;  the 
whole  laud  ties  at  our  mercy ;  and  city  afler  city 
is  Burrenderiog  lo  the  victorious  arms  of  Taric." 

The  heart  of  Huza  ben  Nosier  sickened  at 
these  tiding  and,  instead  of  rejoicing  »t  the  sue- 
ceaa  of  the  cause  of  Islam,  he  trembled  with 
jeabna  fear  lest  the  triumpLs  of  Taric  in  Spain 
fthould  eclipse  hia  own  victories  in  Africa.  He 
dispaidied  missivee  to  the  Caliph  Waled  Almuii- 


132 


THE  SUBJVGATIOK  OF  SPAIN. 


zor,  informing  him  of  these  new  conquests,  bui 
taking  [he  whole  glory  Co  himaelf,  and  mnkiag  no 
menlion  of  the  services  of  Taric;  or  at  least,  onlj- 
mentioning  him  incidentally  as  a  aubordinate 
comraaiider.  "The  bntlles."  said  he,  "hnve  been 
terrible  hh  the  day  of  judgment;  but  by  (he  aid 
of  Allah  we  have  gained  the  victory." 

He  then  prepared  in  nil  haste  to  cross  over  into 
Spain  and  [tsflnme  the  command  of  the  conquer- 
ing army  ;  and  he  wrote  a  letter  in  advance  to 
inieiTiipt  Taric  in  the  midst  of  bis  career. 
"  Wherever  ihia  letter  may  find  thee,"  said  he, 
"  I  charge  thee  halt  wttli  thy  array  and  await  my 
coming.  Thy  force  is  inadequate  to  the  Bubjuga- 
lioii  of  the  land,  and  by  rashly  venturing,  thou 
luaysi  lose  everything.  1  will  be  with  thee 
speedily,  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops  compe- 
leDt  to  so  great  an  enterprise." 

The  letter  overtook  the  veteran  Taric  while  in 
the  ttill  glow  of  triumphant  success,  having  over- 
run some  of  the  richest  part  of  Andalusia,  and 
just  received  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  E^ja. 
As  he  read  the  letter  the  blood  mantled  in  his 
sunburnt  cbeek  and  fire  kindled  iu  his  eye,  for  he 
penetrated  the  motives  of  Muza.  He  suppressed 
his  wrath,  however,  and  turning  with  a  bitter  ex- 
pression of  forced  composure  to  his  captains, 
"  Unsaddle  your  steeds,"  said  he,  "  and  plant  your 
luuces  ill  the  earth ;  set  up  your  tents  and  take 
your  repose,  lor  we  must  await  the  coming  of  the 
Wall  with  a  mighty  force  to  assist  tis  in  uur  oon- 
qiiesU" 

Tlui  Arab  warriors  broke  forth  with  land  umr- 
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8  Bt  these  words.  '■  What  need  have  we  of 
mid."  cried  they,  '■  when  the  whole  country  is  lly- 
ing  before  us  ;  And  whnt  better  commauder  can 
we  have  than  Taric  lo  lead  ub  on  to  victory  ?  " 

Count  Julian,  also,  who  was  present,  now  has- 
tened to  give  his  traitorous  couusoL 

"  Why  pause,"  cried  he,  "  at  this  preoious 
momeDt  ?  The  greal  army  of  ihe  Gotbs  is  van- 
<iuished,  and  their  nobles  are  slaughtered  or  dis- 
persed. Follow  up  your  blow  before  the  land 
emu  recover  frora  its  panic.  Overrun  the  prov- 
inoeo,  seise  upon  the  cities,  make  yourself  master 
of  ibe  capital,  and  your  conquest  ia  complete."  ' 

The  advice  of  Julian  was  applauded  by  all  the 
Anb  chieflains,  wlio  were  impatient  of  any  inter' 
ntptiOD  in  their  career  of  conquest.  Tario  WftB 
«a^f  persuaded  to  what  was  the  wish  of  hu 
hewt.  Disiegarding  the  letter  of  Muzb,  tlier&> 
fate  be  prepared  to  punue  his  victories.  For 
Ikis  porpoae  he  ordered  a  review  of  bis  troops  tm 
tbe  plaJD  of  Ecija.  Some  were  mouoted  cm 
ateeda  wUch  tliey  had  brou^l  from  Afrio ;  the 
rest  be  snppUed  with  horses  taken  from  the 
~    "    "  ~    repealed  fail  general  urdera,  tluU 

I  injtuy,  DOT  plunder 
They  were 
eMunber    tbesMelvea    wilb 


r  tbc  OMBtfiy  with  aD  ^ 


One  be  pteecd  i 


124 


TBE  SUBJUGATION   OF  SPAJtf. 


the  Greek  reaegado,  Magucl  d  Rumi,  b  maa  of 
deaperftte  courage  ;  aud  sent  it  against  the  anciflnl 
city  of  Cordova.  Another  was  sent  agaiost 
the  city  of  Malaga,  and  was  led  hj  Zayd  ben 
Kesadi,  aided  bj  the  Bishop  Oppas.  The  third 
was  led  hy  Taric  himself,  and  with  this  he  deter- 
mined to  make  a  wide  sweep  through  the  king- 
dom.' 

>  Chrimita  dt  Eipaia,  it  AlonzQ  «l  Stbio.     P.  t,  o.  L 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Caplun  af  Umisilft.  —  Subju^atioD  o{  the  Alpuxura  Houn- 

|HE  lerror  of  the  arms  of  Taric  ben 
Zeyad  went  before  him ;  aud,  nt  the 
same  time,  ihe  report  of  his  Icaitj  to 
those  who  submilled  without  resistaoce.  Wher- 
ever he  appeared,  the  towns,  for  the  moat  part, 
sent  forth  eome  of  their  principal  inhabilanis  to 
proffer  a  Borrender ;  for  they  were  destitute  of 
fortifications,  aud  their  fighting  men  had  perished 
in  battle.  They  were  all  received  into  allegiance 
to  the  Caliph,  and  were  protected  from  pillage  or 
molesIatioD. 

After  raorcbiiig  some  distance  through  the 
country,  he  entered  one  day  a  vaat  and  beautiful 
plain,  inters perMid  with  villages,  adorned  with 
pxrt'cs  and  gardens,  watered  by  winding  rivers, 
and  Hnrrounded  by  lody  mountainB.  It  was  the 
fiuDOUB  voga,  or  plain  of  Granada,  destined  to  be 
for  ages  the  favorite  abode  of  Ihe  Moslems. 
When  the  Arab  conquerors  beheld  this  delicious 
vega,  they  were  lost  in  admiration  ;  for  it  seemed 
as  if  the  Prophet  had  given  them  a  paradise  on 
ewlli,  as  B  reward  for  iheir  services  in  his  cause. 


3 


TBE  SUBJUGATION   OF  BPAIN. 


Taric  approitclied  tlie  city  of  Grauada,  which 
\\»A  a  formidHble  aspect,  seated  on  lofty  hilln  and 
fortified  with  Gothic  walla  nod  towera,  and  with 
the  red  castle  or  citadel,  built  in  times  of  old  by 
the  Ph<BDicia[is  or  the  Roraaos.  As  the  Arab 
chiedaiii  eyed  the  place,  he  was  pleased  with  its 
stem  warrior  look,  coiurasling  with  the  gmiting 
beauty  of  its  vega,  and  the  freslmesa  and  volup- 
tuous abuodance  of  its  hills  and  valleys.  He 
pitched  his  t«nta  before  its  walb,  and  made  pre- 
paralioua  to  attack  it  with  all  his  force. 

Tlie  city,  however,  bore  but  the  Bemblance  of 
power.  The  flower  of  iia  youth  had  perished  in 
the  battle  of  the  Guadalete ;  many  of  the  prinui- 
pul  ifiliiibitanta  hud  fled  to  tlie  mouutaias,  and  few 
remaiued  in  the  city  excepting  old  men,  women, 
and  children,  aud  a  uumber  of  Jews,  which  lost 
were  well  disposed  to  take  part  with  the  conquer- 
ors. The  city,  therefore,  readily  capitulated,  and 
was  received  tnio  vassalage  ou  favorable  terms. 
The  inhabitants  were  to  rulain  their  property, 
their  laws,  aud  their  religion  ;  their  churches  and 
priests  were  to  be  respected ;  and  no  other  tribute 
was  re<iuired  of  them  thau  such  as  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  pay  to  their  Gothic  kings. 

On  taking  possession  of  Granada,  Taric  garri- 
soned the  towers  and  castles,  aud  left  as  alcayde 
or  governur  n  chosen  warrior  iinLued  Betiz  Aben 
Habuz,  a  native  of  Aniliia  Felix,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  liis  valor  and  abilities.  This 
alcayde  subsequently  made  himself  king  of  Ora- 
nadat  and  built  a  palace  on  oue  of  its  hills ;  thv 
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remiiins   of  which    may  be    seen    at  ilie  jin  .'i>ni 

Even  tlie  deliglila  of  Granada  had  do  pnwer 
lo  [lela!u  the  active  and  anient  Thi'Iu.  To  the 
c^ast  (if  the  city  he  beheld  a  lut'ty  chain  of  inuiin- 
tuins,  taweriug  to  tlie  sby,  atid  crowned  with  shin- 
ing suciw.  These  were  the  "  Mountains  of  the 
Sun  aiid  Air; "  and  ihe  perpetual  snows  on  Iheir 
SDmuiis  gave  birth  lo  streams  that  fertilized  tlie 
plaiDs.  In  iheir  boaoina.  shnt  up  Hmnng  cliSs 
and  precipices,  were  many  small  valley?  of  greiil 
beauty  niid  abundance.  The  inhabJlmilH  were  a 
bold  and  hurdy  race,  who  looked  upon  iheir 
mouataintt  as  everlasting  fortresses  dmi  could 
neper  be  lakeii.  The  iiihabitauls  of  ihe  t>ur- 
roaodtDg  country  had  fled  to  these  aaluml  fasl^ 
nessM  for  refuge,  and  driven  thilhcr  their  flocks 
■nd  herds. 


It  cesidenco  of  Aben 


'  The  faoiup  fibown  u  t 
i«  e*lted  /'•  Oua  dtl  OaU-< 
■D  DUDed,  sayi  Fetlrau.  in  liin  bialDcy  "''  Gmnadr 

F  or  an  Arab  lionemBD,  srmuil  wilh  laiii^e  and 
boeklcr,  nhirh  nmc  jurmouoted  il,  »nd  which  rnrini  with 
•TCry  winil.  On  (his  warlike  wcaibcrcock  was  intcribed,  in 
Anbte  Bbaiuten.  — 

"IHce  d  Hhio  Ab«D  Habuz 
Que  nu  te  deSende  d  Aadaluz. " 
(Id  thu  way,  sayn  Abeu  Habuz  Ihu  Wiae. 


Tba  Cua  del  Gallo,  rnn  until  within  rwotilt 
two  gnu  hall;  bcauiiAilly  decorated  wilti  mi^ 
l^m  eatieht  lire  and  waa  so  damagnd  i 

tl  b  BOW  ■  ni«Dur«tlory  of  co«r« 
ig  «r  dM  Hoofiah  chuacter  renuiiiiiig, 
'il  xitM  of  thedty  and  Ihc  vega. 
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ThHc  fell  Ibnl  the  dominion  he  had  acquired  of 
the  phiina  would  be  itiBeciire  until  he  had  pene- 
trated and  subdued  these  haughty  nionntaiDB. 
Leaving  Aben  Hubaz,  therefore,  in  couiniand  of 
Granada,  he  marched  wilh  his  army  across  tlie 
vega,  and  entered  the  folds  of  the  sierra,  which 
stretch  towards  the  south.  The  iahabitants  fled 
with  affright  oti  hearing  the  Moorish  triirapets,  or 
Uelioldtitg  I  lie  iippi'oiich  of  the  turbaned  horse- 
men, and  plunged  deeper  into  the  recesses  of 
their  mountains.  As  the  army  advanced,  the 
roads  became  mure  aud  more  rugged  and  diffi- 
cult ;  sometimes  climbing  great  mcky  heights,  and 
at  other  times  desfeudiug  abruptly  into  deep  ra- 
vines,  the  beds  of  winter  torrents.  The  mountains 
were  strangely  wild  and  sterile ;  broken  into  cliffs 
and  precipices  of  variegated  marble.  At  their 
feet  wei-e  little  valleys,  enameled  with  groves  and 
gardens,  interlaced  with  silver  streams,  and  stud- 
ded with  villages  and  hamlets,  — but  all  deserted 
by  their  inhabitanLj.  No  one  appeared  to  dis- 
pute the  inroad  of  the  Moslems,  who  continued 
their  march  with  increasing  conHdence,  their  pen- 
nons fluttering  from  rock  and  cliff,  and  the  vul- 
leya  echoing  to  the  din  of  trumpet,  drum,  and 
uymbal.  At  length  they  came  to  a  defile  where 
the  mountains  aeemed  to  have  been  rent  asunder 
to  make  way  for  a  foaming  torrent.  The  narrow 
and  broken  road  wound  along  the  diziy  edge  of 
precipices,  until  it  came  to  where  a  bridge  was 
thrown  across  the  chasm.  It  was  a  fearful  and 
gloomy  pass ;  great  beetling  clifis  overhung  the 
road,  and  the  torrent  roared  below.     This  awful 


'  been  famous  in  the  waiiike  hio- 
tor;  of  those  mountuins,  by  liie  n&rae,  in  fi>n»er 
times,  of  the  Barranco  de  Tocob,  and  at  preseDI 
of  the  Bridge  of  Tublele.  The  Sarucea  army 
entered  fearlessly  ioto  the  pass ;  «  part  hud  al- 
ready crossed  the  bridge,  and  was  sloirl;  (oiling 
ap  (be  rugged  road  ou  the  opposite  side,  when 
great  shouts  ttrosu,  and  every  cliff  appeared  sud- 
I  deuly  peopled  with  furious  foes.  Id  au  instant 
'  »  deluge  of  missiles  of  every  sort  was  rained 
upon  the  astonished  Moslems.  Darts,  arrows, 
jareliiis,  and  stones,  came  whistling  down,  sin- 
gling out  the  moat  conspicuous  cavHliers ;  and 
at  times  great  masses  of  rock,  bounding  and 
thimderiiig  along  the  mounlain  side,  crushed  whole 
nnb  at  onoe,  or  hurled  horses  and  riders  over 
the  edge  of  the  precipices. 

It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  brave  this  mouu- 
Isin  warfare.  The  enemy  were  beyond  the  reach 
of  missiles,  and  safe  from  pursuit ;  and  the  horses 
at  the  Arabs  were  here  aii  incumbrance  rather 
tima  an  aid.  The  trumpets  sounded  a  retreat, 
and  tbe  army  retired  in  tumult  and  confusion, 
honuaed  by  the  enemy  until  extricated  from  the 
deffle.  Taric,  who  had  beheld  cities  aad  castles 
farrenderiiig  without  a  blow,  was  enraged  at  being 
braved  bj  a  mere  horde  of  mountain  boors,  and 
Bade  anotbcr  aliempt  to  penetrate  the  mountains, 
bnt  w»t  again  waylaid  and  opposed  with  horrible 

'ne  fiery  k>d  of  Ishmael  foamed  with  rage  at 
bcutt  thtiB  checked  in  his  career  and  foiled  in  his 
lie  was  uu  the  point  of  abaudoning  the 
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attempt,  and  returning  lo  the  vega,  wbeu  h  Cliris- 
tian  boor  sought  lib  camp,  and  was  admitted  lo 
his  preaeuce.  The  miserable  wretch  possessed  a 
cabin  and  a  little  patch  of  ground  among  the 
mountains,  and  offered,  if  these  should  be  pro- 
tected from  ravage,  to  inform  the  Arab  comman- 
der of  a  way  by  which  troops  of  horse  might  be 
safely  introduced  into  the  bosom  of  the  sierra, 
and  the  whole  subdued.  The  name  of  this  cai- 
tiff was  Fniidino,  and  it  deserves  to  be  perpetn- 
ally  recorded  with  ignominy.  His  eaae  is  an  ia- 
Btanco  how  much  it  is  in  the  power,  at  times,  of 
the  most  insignificant  being  to  do  mischief,  and 
how  all  the  valor  of  the  magnanimous  and  the 
brave  may  be  defeated  by  the  treason  of  the  self- 
ish and  the  despicable. 

Instructed  by  this  traitor,  the  Arab  commander 
caused  ten  thousand  foot-soldiers  and  four  thous- 
and horsemen,  cninmandcd  bj  n  valiant  captain, 
named  Ibrahim  Albuxaira,  t<i  be  conveyed  by  sea 
to  the  little  port  of  Adra,  at  the  Mediterranean 
fool  of  the  mountains.  Here  they  lauded,  and, 
guided  by  the  traitor,  penetrated  to  the  heart  of 
Ibe  sierra,  laying  everything  waste.  The  brave 
mountaineers,  thus  hemmed  in  betweeii  two  ar- 
mies, destitute  of  fortresses  and  without  hope  of 
Buecor,  were  obliged  to  capitulate  ;  but  their  valor 
was  not  without  avail,  for  never,  even  in  Spain, 
did  vanquished  people  surrender  oti  prouder  or 
more  honorable  terms.  We  have  named  the 
wretch  who  betrayed  his  native  mountains  ;  let 
us  equally  record  the  name  of  him  whose  pious 
patriotism  saved  tbem  from  desolation.    It  waa  the 
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reverend  Bbhop  Centerio.  While  the  warrior* 
resled  on  their  snna  in  grim  and  meunciug  tran- 
quillity amciDg  the  cliffs,  this  venerahle  prelBt« 
descended  lo  the  Arab  tents  in  the  valley,  to  con- 
dact  the  capitulation.  In  stipulating  for  the 
safety  of  his  people,  he  did  not  forget  that  they 
were  brave  men,  and  that  they  still  had  weapons 
in  their  hands.  He  obtained  conditions  accord- 
ingly. It  was  agreed  that  they  Bhould  be  per- 
mitted lo  retain  their  houses,  lands,  and  personal 
effects ;  that  Ihey  eliould  he  unmolested  in  their 
religion,  and  their  temples  and  priests  respected  j 
and  that  Ihey  should  pay  no  other  tribute  than 
9nch  as  they  bad  been  accustomed  to  render  to 
ibeir  kings.  Should  they  prefer  to  leave  the 
oonniry  and  remove  lo  any  part  of  Christendom, 
they  wore  to  be  allowed  lo  sell  their  possessions, 
and  to  take  with  tbera  the  money,  and  all  their 
other  effecla.' 

Ibraliiro  Albuxarra  remained  in  command  of 
ibe  territory,  nud  the  whole  sierra,  or  chain  of 
mountains,  took  hia  name,  which  has  since  been 
slightly  corrupted  into  thai  of  the  Alpuxarras. 
The  snbjugation  of  this  rugged  region,  however, 
was  for  a  long  time  incomplete  ;  many  of  the 
Cbriatians  maintained  a  wild  and  hostile  indepen- 
dence, living  in  green  glens  and  scanty  vaileyK 
among  the  heights ;  and  the  sierra  of  the  Alpux- 
arras  has  in  all  ages  been  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
C4ilt  ports  of  Andalusia  lo  be  subdued. 

1  PcdruB,  Hi*L  OraHad.  p.  3,  c.  3.     Bleds,  Crtmica,  L.  3, 


L^l 


CHAPTER  in. 


SIHILE    the  veteran    Taric  was    making 
]l  ilib  wide  drcait  through  the  laud,  the 

ixpeiiition  uuder  Magued  the  renegado 

proceeded  agiiiiist  the  dty  of  Cordova.  The  ia- 
habitanta  of  thai  andeut  plaoe  had  beheld  tlie 
great  army  of  Don  Boderick  spreading  like  an 
innndatJon  over  the  plain  of  the  Guadalquivir, 
and  had  felt  ctinGdent  that  it  must  sweep  the  in- 
Sdel  invaders  irom  the  laud.  What  then  was 
their  dismay  when  scattered  fugitives,  wild  with 
horror  and  afiright,  brought  them  tidings  of  the 
entire  overthrow  of  that  mighty  host,  and  the 
disappearauce  of  the  king  1  In  t)ie  midst  of  their 
oonBtomation,  the  Giolbic  noble  Pelistea  arrived 
at  their  gates,  haggard  with  btigue  of  body  and 
anguish  of  mind,  and  leading  a  remnant  of  his 
devoted  cavaliera,  who  had  survived  the  dreadtiil 
battle  of  the  Guadalet«.  The  people  of  Cordova 
knew  the  valiant  and  aleadfiist  spirit  of  Pelifltes, 
and  rallied  round  him  as  a  last  hope.  "  Roderick 
is  (alien,"  cried  they,  "  and  we  have  neither  king 
nor  captain ;  be  unto  us  as  a  sovereign ;  lake 
command  of  our  city,  and  protect  us  in  this  hour 
of  peril!" 
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Tlie  heart  of  Felistes  was  free  from  ambition, 
anil  was  too  much  broken  by  grief  to  be  lUttered 
by  the  ofier  of  command ;  bnt  he  felt  above 
eveiylliing  for  the  woea  of  liis  country,  and  was 
ready  to  assume  any  desperate  service  iu  ber 
cause.  "  Your  city,"  said  he,  "  is  surroaiided  by 
walls  and  lowers,  and  may  yet  check  the  progreBS 
of  ihi'  foe.  Promise  to  stand  by  me  to  the  last, 
and  I  will  undertake  your  defense."  The  inhab- 
itants all  promised  implicit  obedience  and  devoted 
eeal ;  for  what  will  not  the  iuhabitaciLj  of  a 
wealthy  city  promise  and  profess  in  a  moment  of 
aLirm  ?  The  instiuit,  however,  that  they  heard 
of  the  approach  of  the  Moslem  troops,  the 
wealthier  citizens  packed  up  their  effecU  uud  fled 
to  the  mouDtaina,  or  to  the  distant  city  of  Toledo. 
Even  the  monks  collected  the  riches  of  their  con- 
vents nod  churches,  and  Qed.  Pelistes,  though 
he  saw  himself  thus  deserted  by  those  who  had 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  safety  of  the  city,  yet 
determined  not  to  abandon  its  defense.  (le  bad 
StiD  lus  faithful  though  scanty  band  of  oavaliers, 
and  a  number  of  fugitives  of  the  army,  in  all 
amouDting  to  about  four  hundred  men.  fie  sta- 
tioned guards,  therefore,  at  the  gates  and  m  the 
Uwerg,  and  made  every  preparation  for  a  des- 
perate Kostance. 

Jn  the  mean  time,  the  army  of  Moslems  and 
apostate  Christians  advanced,  under  the  command 
(rf  the  Greek  renegade  Magued,  and  guided  by 
the  traitor  Julian.  While  they  were  yet  at  some 
I  from  the  dty,  their  scouts  brought  to 
I  a  shepherd,  whom  they  had  surprised  on 


c 


tbe  btnks  of  tbe  Gndalqinn-.     Hw  tremUiiig 
faittd  wu  an  nilwbJIaBt  of  Cofdova,  aw)  rereakd 
totkem  Uk  stale  «f  Uk  plaee  aad  Ifae  a 
of  itBganiwa. 

**  And  die  walk  aad  gMM,'  i 
dwj  rtroiigaftd  wefl  gavdad?' 

"  lite  watts  an  li^  aad  of  « 
rallied  theEliepbcfd,*'aBdnUKnb 
tho  gates  by  da;  lad  ai^     Bitt  ti 
place  where  the  atj  wKf  be  w«ailj  tmtend.     la 
I  part  of  Ibe  waa  aM  &r  frm  the  bri^g^  dia 


—K  height  finat  the  gwiwad.     Baid  bf  Maads  a 
%«ce,  by  the  Md  of  which  the  waD  Bay  flaAr 


Ibgaed 


reaegaJo  OuiitiaBB.  r— *^— —  of  Coaat  JaGn, 
ww>  ealerpd  Cwvova  M  if  ajiag  bcaoi^  tha 
cms;.  Oa  a  dwh  Md  iiiw|imaiiai  b^&,  tha 
If  mil  Ml  ipfwaached  to  the  and  of  An  Ivi^ 
wlaui  ciasuM  Iha  Gainih|iMi  mi  ,  mo  f 


pian  whw  MMid  tte  Cs^na.    TWa 
tadflaiJriiatlj  Mfcaui  ^    ~ 


>  wear  the  hi^  fidh  of 


iiBoaa  wAfltt^f  M  chaahnaif  mM^  Ae  favoan. 
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gtmnla,  suspecting  do  osauuh  from  williin,  were 
takeii  by  surprise  and  easily  oTCrpowerei!  j  the 
gate  was  thrown  open,  and  the  army  thiit  had  re- 
mained in  ambush  rashed  over  the  bridge,  and 
entered  without  opposition. 

The  oiarm  had  by  this  time  spread  throughout 
die  city;  but  already  a  torrent  of  armed  men 
was  pouring  throngh  the  streets.  Peliatea  suUied 
forth  with  his  cavaliers  and  such  of  the  soldiery 
as  be  could  collect,  and  endeavored  to  repel  the 
foe;  but  every  effort  was  in  vain.  The  Chris- 
tiams  were  -'lowly  driven  from  street  to  street  and 
eqnare  to  s(|uare,  disputing  every  inob  of  ground  ; 
tindl,  finding  another  body  of  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching to  attack  iheni  in  rear,  they  took 
refuge  in  a  convent,  and  succeeded  io  throwing  to 
and  barritig  the  ponderous  doors.  The  Moors 
Attempted  to  force  the  gates,  but  were  assailed 
with  8uch  showers  of  missiles  from  the  windows 
and  batUementfi  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire. 
Felistes  examined  the  convent,  and  found  it  ad- 
mirably mlculated  for  defense.  It  was  of  great 
extent,  with  spacious  courts  and  cloisters.  The 
gates  were  massive,  and  secured  with  bolts  and 
bars ;  the  walls  were  of  great  tJiickness ;  the 
windows  high  and  grated ;  there  was  a  great  tank 
or  cistern  nf  wnter,  an<I  the  friars,  who  had  flod 
from  the  city,  had  left  behind  a  good  supply  of 
provisions.  Here,  then,  Pelistes  proposed  to 
make  a  stand,  and  ui  endeavor  to  hold  out  until 
succor  shoidd  arrive  from  some  other  i:ity.  Hia 
proposition  was  received  with  shouts  hy  his  loyal 
cavaliers,  not  one  of  whom  but  was  rea<ly  to  liiy 
down  his  life  in  the  service  of  hia 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Detbase  o(  Ihe  Convent  oT  St.  Oeorge  by  Pelistai. 


n  nnrfl  ''''^  good  knight  Pelist«s  and  his  cava- 
tii^^f^l  liers  defend  their  SAcred  asylum  against 
the  reiieut^Kl  assaults  of  the  infidels.  The  Btao- 
dard  of  the  true  &ith  was  coastautly  displayed 
from  the  lofliest  tower,  and  a  fire  blazed  there 
thronghout  the  night,  as  signals  of  distress  to  the 
Burrounding  country.  The  wal«!iman  from  hia 
turret  kept  a  wary  lookout  over  the  land,  hoping 
in  every  cloud  of  dust  to  descry  the  glittering 
helms  of  Christiau  warriors.  The  country,  hoW' 
ever,  was  forlorn  and  abandoned,  or  if  perchance 
a  human  being  was  perceived,  it  was  some  Arab 
horseman,  careering  the  plain  of  the  Guadal- 
qnivir  as  fearlessly  aa  if  it  were  his  native  desert- 
By  degrees  the  provisions  of  the  lanveut  were 
consumed,  and  the  cavaliers  had  to  slay  their 
horses,  one  by  one,  for  food.  They  sufiered  the 
wasting  miseries  of  famine  without  a  murmur, 
and  always  met  their  commander  with  a  smile. 
Pelistes,  however,  read  their  aufierings  in  their 
wui  and  emaciated  countenances,  and  felt  more 
for  them  than  for  himself.  He  was  grieved  at 
heart  lliat  such  loyalty  and  valor  should  only 
lead  U)  slavery  or  death,  and  resolved  to 


1  only  ■ 

make         H 
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one  desperate  atlempl  for  their  deliverance.  As- 
•embting  them  one  day  in  the  court  of  the  con- 
vent, he  disclosed  to  them  his  purpose. 

"  Commiles  and  brothers  in  arms,"  Kiid  he,  "  it 
u  needless  to  conceal  danger  from  brave  men. 
Our  case  ia  desperate ;  our  countrymen  either 
know  not  or  heed  not  our  situation,  or  have  not 
the  meaiis  to  help  us.  There  is  liut  one  chance 
of  escape ;  it  b  full  of  peril,  and,  as  your  leader, 
I  claim  the  right  to  brave  it.  To-morrow,  at 
break  of  day,  I  will  siilly  forth  and  make  for  the 
city  gates  at  the  moment  of  their  being  opened; 
no  one  will  suspect  a  solitary  horseman ;  I  shall 
be  taken  for  one  of  those  recreant  Christians  who 
have  basely  minglud  with  the  enemy.  If  I  suc- 
ceed in  getting  out  of  the  city  1  will  hasten  U) 
Toledo  for  assistance.  In  all  events  I  shall  be 
bad(  in  less  than  twenty  days.  Keep  a  vigilant 
lookout  toward  the  nearest  mountain.  If  you 
behold  five  lights  blazing  upon  its  summit,  be 
aamired  I  am  at  hand  with  succor,  and  prepare 
yooTBelves  to  sally  forth  upon  the  city  as  I  attack 
the  gates.  Should  I  fkil  in  obtaining  aid,  I  will 
return  to  die  with  you," 

When  he  had  finished,  his  warriors  would  bin 
have  severally  tmdertoken  the  enterprise,  and 
they  remonstrated  againtit  his  exposing  himself  to 
Buch  peril ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  shaken  from  his 
parpose.  On  the  following  morning,  ere  the  break 
of  d^y.  bis  horse  was  led  forth,  caparisoned,  into 
the  court  of  the  convent,  and  Pelistes  appeared 
in  complete  armor-  Assembling  his  cavaliers  in 
the  chapel,  he  prayed  with  them  for  some  time 


before  the  ullar  of  ihe  hoi;  Virgin.  Then  riaiug 
and  standing  in  the  midBt  of  them,  "  God  knows, 
my  compuriioDs,"  said  he,  "  whether  we  have  snj 
longer  a  country ;  if  not,  better  were  we  in  our 
gravea.  Loyal  and  true  have  ye  been  to  me,  and 
loyal  have  ye  been  to  my  son,  even  to  the  hour  of 
his  death  ;  and  grieved  am  1  that  I  have  no  other 
means  of  proving  my  love  for  you,  thaik  by  ad- 
venturing my  worthless  life  for  your  deliverance. 
.VII  I  aak  of  you  before  I  go,  is  a  solemn  prorniBe 
to  defend  yourselves  to  the  last  like  brave  men 
and  Christian  cavaliers,  auU  never  to  renounce 
your  Wth,  or  throvf  yourselves  ou  the  mercy  of 
the  renegado  Magued,  or  the  traitor  .Julian." 
They  all  pleilged  their  words,  and  took  a  solemn 
oath  to  the  same  eSect  before  the  altar. 

Pelistes  then  embraced  them  one  by  one, 
and  gave  them  his  benediction,  and  as  be  did  so 
his  heart  yearned  over  them,  for  he  felt  towards 
them,  not  merely  as  a  companion  in  arms  and  as 
a  commander,  but  as  a  father ;  and  he  took  leave 
of  them  as  if  ho  hod  been  going  to  his  death. 
The  warriors,  on  their  part,  crowded  round  him 
in  silence,  kissing  his  hands  and  the  hem  of  his 
surcoai,  and  many  of  the  sternest  shed  lean. 

The  gray  of  tlie  dawning  had  just  streaked  the 
east,  when  Peliates  took  lauce  in  hand,  hung  his 
shield  alMDt  his  ntxk,  and  mounting  his  steed, 
issued  quietly  forth  from  a  postern  of  the  con- 
vent lie  paced  slowly  tliough  the  vacant  str«elA, 
and  the  tnuiip  of  his  steed  echoed  ufai  in  that 
'    sus))eclod  t 
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dty,  U)  be  aa  euemy.  He  arrived  at  die  gate 
JDat  at  the  hour  of  upeniii^  ;  a  foragiug  party  waa 
entering  with  cattle  and  with  beasta  of  burden, 
ui<l  he  passed  unheeded  through  the  throng.  As 
90OD  as  he  was  out  of  sight  of  the  soldiers  who 
guarde<l  [he  gate,  he  quickened  his  pace,  and  at 
leugth,  galioping  :tt  fuU  speed,  succeeded  m  gaiitiug 
llie  mountains.  Here  he  paused,  and  alighted  at  a 
solitary  fanB-houxe  to  breathe  hia  panting  steed  ; 
but  bad  scarce  pot  foot  to  ground  when  he  heard 
the  distant  sound  of  pursuit,  and  beheld  a  horse' 
iDAa  spurring  up  the  mountain. 

Throwing  himself  again  upon  his  steed,  be 
abandoned  the  road  and  galloped  across  the  nigged 
heights.  The  deep  dry  channel  of  a  torrent 
checked  his  career,  and  his  horse  stombling  upon 
the  margin,  rolled  with  liis  rider  to  the  bottom. 
Pelistes  waa  sorely  bruised  by  the  fiill,  and  his 
whole  visage  was  bathed  in  blood.  His  horse,  too, 
was  tnaimed  and  nnable  to  stand,  90  that  there 
wu  no  hope  of  escape.  The  enemy  drew  near, 
aod  proved  to  be  no  other  than  Magued  the  rene- 
gulo  general,  who  had  perceived  him  as  he  issued 
forth  from  the  city  aud  hod  followed  singly  in 
pursuit.  "Well  met,  sefior  olcaid!"  eiclaimed 
he,  "and  overtaken  in  good  lime.  Surrender 
yourself  my  prisoner." 

Pelistes  made  no  other  reply  than  by  drawing 
his  sword,  bracing  his  .shield,  and  preparing  for 
defense.  Magued,  though  an  apostate,  and  a 
fierce  warrior,  possessed  some  sparks  of  knightly 
magnanimity.  Seeing  his  adversary  dismounted, 
he  disdained  to  take  him  at  a  disadvantage,  but, 
alighting,  tied  his  faoise  to  a  tree. 


Ui> 
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Th«  TOufltot  t)Mt  «nsiit<d  was  desper&te  and 
(tnultlftil,  fur  »cliliim  htul  twu  warriors  met  so  w«l] 
nKtchoil  or  uf  ut(ual  prowtMS.  I'heir  shields  trere 
)MH>kMl  k>  )>ieow.  ibo  grouutl  vns  stKwed  with 
fkvfOMBU  of  their  vnor,  wkI  staioed  irith  dieir 
ihod.  IVjr  (wnaod  repcHtedl;  to  take  hreuh. 
ngwdJUf  MKh  oikar  wild  wonder  ukd  ■dwirarion. 
b»Brtw.  howvvw,  hmi  koca  pnnood^  iiywej  ij 
U*  ftA.  wd  Dh^  k>  gr«M  dJaJrant^a.  Tb 
WMtgwIo  piraii«d  i^  anl  mm^  not  to  daj  him, 
km*  t»  Ut»  khk  altw>  SkittiBg  Us  grand  «cb- 
liiMMlty.fatt  woMJad  hi»  awwyinr,  whn  wagww- 
^  winkir  iMi  WMkar  frantka  bssof  Uaoi. 


parnnL  antt  W  btt  pcwtnte  afow  Aa 
IW  I  Ml  m,Mli  n>  vf^mA  loOiBC  his 


«<M«p.  wtt  walwt  k^aalE  ok  a  nA  fei 
t»  rMttwr  bMMlt.  k  tftia  akHiM.  tbi 
.  19  a«Mn  Tiiiiwt  «wJ 
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U>  the  rescue,  but  were  repulsed  by  a  j^uperior 
force  and  driven  blick  to  the  great  portal  of  the 
cburch.  The  enemy  entered  pell-mell  with  them, 
fightiug  from  male  to  aisle,  &om  altar  to  altar,aQd 
in  the  courts  and  clotsters  of  the  coaveuL  The 
greater  part  of  the  cavaliers  died  braTely,  sword 
in  hand  ;  the  rest  were  disabled  with  wounds  and 
made  prisoners.  The  couvent,  which  was  lately 
their  castle,  was  now  made  their  prison,  and  in 
afier-limes,  in  commemoration  of  this  event,  was 
consecrated  by  the  name  of  St  George  of  the 
Captives. 


CHAPTER  V. 

a  ihe  Patriot  Pelistei  and  the  Tnitor  JiiUu. 

SHE  lojaltj  and  process  oT  the  good 
lit  Pelistea  had  gained  hii 
dt  eveu  of  his  enemies. 
liir  a  li'iig  time  disabled  by  his  wounds,  daring 
wbicli  he  was  ktodly  treated  by  the  Arab  chief- 
tains, who  strove  by  every  courteous  means  to 
cheer  hb  SAdtieas  atid  make  him  forget  that  he 
was  a  eaplive.  When  he  was  recovered  from 
his  wounds  liiey  gave  him  &  magnifii^ent  banquet, 
to  testify  their  admiration  of  his  virtues. 

Pelistes  appeiired  at  the  banquet  clad  in  uble 
armor,  and  with  a  countenatice  pide  aud  dejected, 
for  Ihe  ills  of  his  country  evermore  preyed  upon 
his  heart.  Among  the  assembled  guests  was 
Count  Julian,  who  held  a  high  command  in  the 
Moslem  army,  and  was  arrayed  in  garments  of 
mingled  Christian  and  morisco  fashion.  Felttfea 
had  been  a  close  and  bosom  friend  of  Julian  in 
former  limes,  aud  had  served  with  him  in  tba 
wars  in  Alrica,  but  when  the  count  advanced  to 
accost  him  with  his  wonted  amity,  he  turued 
away  in  silence  and  deigned  not  to  notice  him ; 
neither,  during  the  whole  of  the  repast,  did  he 
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'Sddreas  to  him  ever  a  word,  bat  treated  him  fi» 

«3]ic  unknown. 

When  i\m  banquet  was   nenrl;  at  a  close,  the 

vlucourae  turned  upon  the  events  of  the  war,  and 

Vhe  Moslem  chiefttiins,  in  great  courtesy,  dwelt 
VpOD  the  merits  of  m»ny  of  the  Christian  cav- 
aliers who  Lad  fallen  in  battle,  and  all  extolled 
■•he  vaJor  of  Ihosi;  who  bad  reaenlly  ptriahed  ia 
'Khe  defense  of  the  cunveut.  Ptlisle,^  remained 
^lent  lor  a  time,  and  checked  the  >,'t'ief  which 
dwelled  within  his  bosom  as  he  thought  of  Ilia 
devoted  cavaliers.  At  length,  lifting  up  his 
'^mice,  "  Happy  are  the  dead,  anid  he,"  "  for  they 
Vest  in  peace,  and  arc  gone  to  receive  the  reward 
«3r  llieir  piety  and  valor !  I  could  mourn  over 
^Jie  loes  of  my  compauions  in  arms,  but  they  have 
dUen  with  honor  and  are  spared  the  wrelched- 
xiBis  I  feel  in  witnessing  the  thraldom  of  my 
coanlry.  I  have  seen  my  only  son,  (he  pride  and 
l:iope  of  my  age,  cat  down  at  my  side ;  I  have 
%)e]ield  kindred,  friends,  and  fallowers  falling  one 
fcy  one  around  me,  and  have  become  so  seasoned 
•^  those  losses  that  I  have  ceased  to  weep.  Yet 
Khere  b  one  man  over  whoae  loas  I  will  never 
^>e«se  lo  grieve.  He  was  the  loved  companion  of 
nay  youth,  and  itie  steadfast  associate  of  my 
graver  yeara.  He  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  of 
C^hristian  knights.  As  a  friend,  he  was  loving 
CftnU  sincere ;  as  a  warrior,  his  achievements  were 
^bove  all  praise.  What  has  become  of  him, 
n^as,  I  know  noil  If  fallen  in  bnllle,  and  I 
knew  where  his  bones  were  laid,  whether  bleach- 
■  ng  on  the  plains  of  Xeres  or  buried  in  the  waters 
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of  the  Guadalete,  I  would  seek  ihem  out  and  en- 


(ited 


Or 


palriol. 
L9,  Le  aliould 
laods,  I  would 
would 

r  coun- 


□  nhose 


shrine  them  as  the  relics  of  a  ea 
if,  like  many  of  his  compaoions  i 
be  driven  to  wander  in  foreigi 
joiu    him  ID  hia  baplesa   exile,  aail 
mourn  together  over  the  desolation  of 
try ! " 

Even  the  hearts  of  the  Arab 
touched  by  the  lament  of  the  good  Feii: 
thejsaid — '•Who  was  this  peerless  friend 
praise  thou  art  so  fervent?" 

"  His  name "    replied    Pelistes,    "  was    Count 

The  Moslem  warriors  started  with  surprise. 
"  Noble  cavalier,"  exclaimed  they,  "  has  grief 
disordered  thy  senses  ?  Behold  ihy  friend  bving 
and  standing  before  thee,  anil  }'ct  thou  dost  not 
know  him  !     Thia,  this  is  Count  Julian  !  " 

Upon  this,  Ptlistes  turned  his  eyes  upon  tbe 
count,  and  regarded  him  for  a  time  with  a  lofty 
and  stern  demeanor :  and  the  countenance  of 
Julian  darkened,  and  was  troubled,  and  his  eye 
sank  beneath  the  regard  of  that  loyal  and  honor- 
able cavalier.  And  Pelistea  said,  "  In  the  name 
of  Giod,  I  charge  thee,  man  unkuown !  to  answer. 
Dost  tbou  presume  to  call  tliyself  Count  Julian  ?  " 

The  count  reddened  with  anger  at  these  words. 
"  Pelistes,"  said  he,  "  what  means  this  mockery  ? 
thou  knowest  me  well ;  thou  knowest  me  for 
Count  JuliAM." 

"I  know  thee  for  a  base  imposter!"  cried  Pel- 
istes. "  Count  Julian  was  a  noble  Gothic  knight; 
but  thou  appearest    in    mongrel    Moorish    garb. 
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Count  Julian  was  &  Christian.  &ithful  and  devout ; 
bnt  I  b«ho1d  in  ihce  n  rciicgndo  and  au  infidel. 
Count  Julian  was  ever  loyal  to  liis  king,  and  fbre- 
'lD08t  in  liis  country's  caust:;  were  he  living,  he 
would  be  tbc  first  to  put  shield  on  neck  and  lance 
in  rest,  to  clear  tlie  land  of  her  invadore ;  but 
thou  art  a  hoary  Iraiior :  thy  hands  are  stained 
with  the  royal  blood  of  the  GDths,  and  thou  haat 
betrayed  thy  country  and  ihy  God.  Therefore,  1 
agiUD  repeat,  man  unknown !  if  thou  sayest  ihoa 
art  Count  Julian,  thou  lieet  I  My  friend,  alax,  is 
dead  ;  and  thou  art  Bonie  fiend  from  hell,  which 
bast  taken  possession  of  his  body  lo  dishonor  his 
memory  and  render  him  an  abhorrence  among 
men  ! "  So  saying,  Pelisles  turned  his  back  upon 
the   traitor,  and    went   forth   from  the   banquet: 


ieaving  Connt  Julian  overwhelmed  >, 


ith  r 


and  an  objec 


of  scorn  to  all  the  Moslem  cav- 


CHAPTER  VI. 

How  Tkric  El  Tneito  captured  tbc  City  of  Toledo  thrangh 
Ihe  aid  of  the  Jews,  and  buw  he  fooDd  the  fuoom  Talis- 
mimic  Tablo  of  tiolotnon. 

IPSStHILF.  iliese  events  were  passing  in  Cor- 
^WnSjj  (iipv;i,  the  one-eyed  Arab  general,  Taric 
|QjBg31  '^'  Tucrto,  having  subdued  ihe  dtj  and 
vega  of  Griuiiida,  and  the  Mountains  of  the  Sua 
nod  Air,  directed  his  marcli  into  the  interior  of 
the  kingdom,  to  attack  the  ancient  city  of  Toledo, 
the  capital  of  the  Gothic  kings.  So  great  wan 
the  terror  caused  by  the  rapid  conqnesla  of  the 
invaders,  that  at  the  very  rumor  of  their  ap- 
proach many  of  the  iDhabitaiil«,  though  thus  iu 
the  very  citadel  of  the  kingdom,  abandoned  it 
and  fled  to  tlie  mountains  witli  their  familiee. 
Enough  remained,  however,  to  have  made  a  for- 
midable dufense ;  and,  as  the  city  was  seated  on 
a  lofly  rock,  surrounded  by  massive  walls  and 
towers,  and  almost  girdled  by  the  TaguB,  it 
threatened  a  long  resistjuice.  The  Arab  war- 
riors pitclied  their  t«nt3  in  the  vega,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  river,  and  prepared  for  a  tedious 
siege. 

One  evening,  as  Turic  whs  seated  in  his  lent, 
meditating  on  the  mode  in  which  he  should  assail 
this  rock-built  dty,  certain  of  the  patrols  of  tlie 
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camp  brougbt  a  stranger  before  him.  "A-^  »!■ 
were  going  our  routirts,"  said  tbey,  •*  we  lielield 
this  num  lowere<i  down  with  cords  from  a  tower, 
aud  he  delivered  himself  into  our  hands,  praying 
to  be  conducted  to  thy  presence,  that  he  might 
ruVMl  to  thee  certjun  things  important  for  thee 
to  know." 

Taric  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  stranger;  he  was 
a  Jewigh  ralibi,  with  &  long  beard  wliich  spread 
npon  his  gabardine,  and  descended  even  to  big 
girdle.  "  What  hast  thou  to  reveal  ?  "  said  lie  lo 
the  Israelite.  "  What  I  have  to  reveal,"  replied 
Ihe  other,  "  is  for  ihee  alone  to  hear ;  command, 
then,  I  entreat  thee,  that  these  men  withdraw." 
When  they  were  alone  he  addressed  Taric  in 
Arabic :  "  Know,  0  leader  of  tJie  host  of  Islsm," 
Mid  he,  "that  I  am  sent  to  thee  on  the  part  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  resident  in  Toledo.  We 
bnve  been  oppressed  and  insulted  by  the  Chris- 
ijtuig  in  the  time  of  their  prosperity,  and  now 
that  they  are  threatened  with  siege,  they  hava 
taken  from  us  all  our  provisions  and  our  money ; 
they  have  compelled  us  to  work  like  slaves,  re- 
pairing their  walls ;  and  they  oblige  us  to  hear 
artns  and  guard  a  part  of  the  towers.  We  abhor 
their  yoke,  and  are  ready,  if  thou  will  receive  us 
as  subjects,  arid  permit  us  the  free  enjoyment,  of 
our  religion  and  oar  property,  to  delit'er  the 
towers  we  guard  into  thy  hands,  and  to  give  thee 
safe  entrance  into  the  city." 

The  Arab  chief  was  overjoyed  at  this  proposi- 
tion, and  he  rendered  much  honor  to  the  rabbi, 
and  gave  orders  to  clothe  him  in  ii  cosily  robe, 
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uni]  to  porfiime  liiB  heard  mth  essences  of  a 
pleasant  odor,  so  that  he  was  the  most  sweet- 
Bmelling  of  hb  tribe ;  and  he  said,  "  Make  thy 
words  good,  and  put  me  in  possession  of  the  city, 
and  1  will  do  ull  and  more  than  thou  hast  re- 
quired, and  will  bestow  countless  wealth  upon 
thee  an(i  thj  brethren." 

Then  a  plan  was  devised  between  them  by 
which  the  city  was  to  be  betrayed  and  given  up. 
"  But  how  shall  1  be  secured,"  said  he,  "  that  all 
thj  tribe  will  fulfill  what  thou  hast  engaged,  and 
that  this  is  not  a  stratagem  to  get  me  and  my 
people  into  your  power  ?  " 

"  This  ahoU  be  thy  assurance,"  replied  the 
rabbi ;  "  ten  of  the  principal  Israelites  will  come 
to  this  tent  and  remain  as  hostages." 

"  It  is  enough,"  said  Taric ;  and  he  made  oath 
to  accomplish  all  that  be  had  promised ;  and  the 
Jewieh  hostages  came  and  delivered  tbemselves 
into  his  bands. 

On  a  dark  night  a  chosen  band  of  Moslem 
warriors  approached  the  part  of  the  walls  guarded 
by  the  Jews,  and  were  secretly  admitted  into  a 
postern  gate  and  concealed  wit! tin  a  tower. 
Three  thousand  Arabs  were  at  thu  same  time 
placed  in  ambush  among  rocka  and  thickets,  in  a 
(ilacc!  on  the  ojiposite  side  of  the  river,  command- 
ing a  view  of  the  city.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing Taric  ravaged  the  gardens  of  the  valley,  and 
get  fire  to  the  Jarm-houses,  and  then,  brealdug  ap 
his  camp,  marched  off  as  if  abandoning  the  siege. 

The  people  of  Toledo  gazed  with  astonishment 
from  their  walla  at  the  retiring  squadrons  of  the 
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',  and  Bcarcelj'  conld  credit  tbeir  unexpectad 
ranee;  before  night  there  was  not  a,  turban 
nor  a  hostile  lance  U)  be  seen  in  the  vegu.  They 
■ttritiuled  it  all  to  the  special  intervention  of 
their  patron  saJDt,  Leocadia ;  and  the  foUgwing 
day  being  Palm  Sunda;,  they  sallie<I  tbrtb  in 
processitiii.  man,  woman,  and  child,  to  (he  church 
of  that  bleeaed  saint,  which  is  idtaated  without 
tbe  waJU,  that  they  might  return  thanks  for  her 
■urveloua  protection. 

Wlicn  all  Toledo  had  thos  poured  itself  forth, 
and  wus  marohing  vrith  cross  and  relic  and  solemn 
.  towards  the  chapel,  the  Arabs  who  had 
l>eeii  concealed  in  the  tower  rushed  forth,  and 
Inured  the  gates  of  the  city.  While  some 
guarded  the  gates,  others  dbpersed  tliemselvea 
aliout  the  streets,  alnyiug  all  who  made  resistance ; 
d  others  kindled  a  fire  and  made  a  column  of 
loke  on  tbe  lop  nf  the  citadel.  At  sight  of 
18  signal,  tile  Arabs  in  ambush,  beyond  the  rivor 
•e  wilh  a  great  shout,  and  attacked  the  multi- 
ia  who  were  thronging  to  tlie  church  of  St. 
SLeooulia.  There  was  a  great  muBsacre,  although 
"  i  people  were  without  arms  and  made  iio  re- 
Unce ;  and  it  is  said  in  ancient  chronicles  that 
i<  was  the  apostate  Bishop  Oppas  who  guided  the 
loslems  to  their  pruy,  and  lodted  them  to  this 
Mighter.  The  pious  reader,  says  Fray  Atitonio 
,/^piiIn,  will  be  slow  to  believe  such  turpitude ; 
ml  (here  is  nothing  more  venomous  than  the 
S^ncor  of  an  apostate  priest ;  for  the  best  things 
in  this  world,  when  corrupted,  become  the  wiisl 
and  must  baneful. 
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MuDjr  of  the  Clirietuiiis  liad  taken  refuge 
within  the  church,  and  had  barred  Uie  doors,  bnt 
Oppas  cDmmandijd  that  fire  should  lie  set,  to  the 
portals,  threatening  to  put  every  oue  within  to 
the  Bword.  Ilftppily  the  veteran  Taric  arrired 
jnst  in  lime  to  stay  the  fury  of  this  reverend 
renega<lo.  Tie  ordered  the  trnmpets  to  call  off 
the  troops  from  the  carnage,  and  extended  grace 
to  all  the  surviving  inhabitants.  They  were  per- 
mitti^  to  remain  in  quiet  poiuegsion  of  their 
honieH  and  effects,  paying  only  a  moderate  trib- 
ute ;  and  they  were  allowed  to  exerclHe  the  ritea 
of  their  religion  in  the  existing  churclies,  to  the 
number  of  seven,  but  were  prohibited  from  erect- 
ing any  others.  Those  who  preferred  lo  leave 
the  dty  were  suffered  to  depart  in  safety,  but  not 
to  lake  with  ihem  any  of  their  wealth. 

Immense  spoil  was  found  by.  Taric  in  the 
alcazar,  or  royal  castle,  situated  on  a  rocky  emi- 
nence in  ihe  highest  part  of  the  dty.  Among 
the  regnlia  treasured  up  in  a  secret  chamber  were 
twenty-five  I'egal  crowns  of  fine  gold,  garnished 
with  jatdnths,  amethysts,  diamonds,  and  other 
precious  stones.  These  were  the  crowns  of  the 
different  Gothic  kings  who  had  reigned  in  Spain ; 
it  having  been  the  usage  on  the  death  of  each 
king  to  deposit  hja  crown  in  this  treasury,  in- 
scribing on  it  his  name  and  age.' 

When  Taric  was  thus  in  possession  of  the  dty,. 
the  Jews  c»:ne  to  him  in  procession,  with  gongs 
and  tlances  and  the  Boond  of  timbrel  and  psaltery, 

>  Coude,  HiU.  di  lot  Araba  t»  Eqiima.  e.  IS. 
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hoiliiig  bim  as  their  lord,  and  i 


promises. 
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r  Ishmael  kept  his  word  nil 
children  of  Israel ;  they  weie  protected  i 
possession  of  all  their  ne;Llth  aud  the  e 
their  religion,  and  were,  moreover,  rewarded  with 
jewels  of  gold  and  jewels  of  silver  and  much 
moneys.' 

A  snbseqiieni  eipeditioa  wits  led  by  Taric 
against  Guitdalaxara,  which  surrendered  without 
resiBlance ;  he  moreoTer  captured  the  city  of 
Mediua  Celi,  where  he  found  &ii  inestimable  table 
which  had  formed  a  part  of  the  spoil  uikeii  at 
Rome  hy  Aloric,  at  the  time  tfaiit  iho  sacred  city 
was  conquered  by  the  Goths.  It  was  composed 
of  one  single  and  entire  emerald,  and  possessed 
talistnanic  powers ;  for  traditions  affirm  thut  it  was 
the  work  of  genii,  and  had  been  wrought  by  them 
for  King  Solomon  the  Wise,  the  son  of  David. 
This  marrelous  relic  was  carefully  preaerveil  by 
Taric,  as  the  most  precious  of  all  his  spoils,  being 
intended  by  him  as  a  present  to  the  caliph ;  and 
in  oommemoraljon  of  it  the  city  was  calleil  by  the 
Arahti  Medina  Almeyda,  —  that  is  lo  say,  ■' Tlie 
Gty  of  the  Table."  3 

1  Tha  Btnlag:em  of  tbe  Jive  of  Toteda  i)  recorded  briefly 
br  Bitbop  Luca»  lie  Tuy,  id  hii  cbn>niele,  but  i>  rcUled  it 
laip  in  the  cluunicle  of  the  Uoor  Rasis. 

*  AccordiDg  to  Arabiu  legends,  tbia  table  viu  a  mirror  re- 
vealing all  grent  crend;  insomuch  that  h;  looking  on  it  th« 
rDi^htI>dioldbatlle9ai]duegeB  and  feats  ofrhivslir- 
n  action!  wortby  of  renown  1  and  might  tbtu  iMertaia 
mtb  al  ail  hiatoric  tran«actiooB.     Il  was  a  mirror  of 
7  IbCTcrort;  and  bad  vety  |ffobably  aided  Kio);  Snluiunn 
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HaviDg  made  Ihese  and  other  conqneata  of  less 
impurtaDce,  anil  having  coUt'ctcd  great  qiiiuitities 
of  gold  and  tjilver,  and  rich  stufis  and  precious 
Btouee,  Taric  returued  with  his  booty  to  the  royal 
cily  of  Toledo. 

id  iriadom  for  which 


I 
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CHAPTER   VII. 

ler;  Uii  Enlnnce  inio  8puin  and  Capture  ot 

lis  leiive  for  a  seasoD  ihe  bold  Turic 
ilia  triumphant  progress  from  city  to 
■,  while  we  lurn  our  eyes  to  Muza 
ben  Nosier,  ihe  renonned  emir  of  Almagreh,  und 
the  com  miuider- Id -chief  of  tlie  Moslem  dirixs  of 
the  West.  When  that  jedlous  chieftain  had  dis- 
patched hia  Idler  commandiDg  Turic  lo  pause  und 
ttwait  hi»  coming,  he  imiiie'] lately  made  every 
preparation  lo  enter  Spain  with  a  powerful  rein- 
fbrceineiit,  and  to  Cake  eonimand  of  the  conquer- 
ing army.  He  leh  his  eldest  son,  Ab.laUsig,  in 
Caervan,  with  authority  over  Almagreb,  or  West- 
ern Africa.  This  Abdalasis  was  in  the  flower  of 
bis  youth,  tind  beloved  by  the  soldiery  fur  the 
niBgnniiimiiy  and  the  engaging  atfahihty  which 
graced  his  courage. 

Uuca  ben  Nosier  crossed  the  Strait  of  Hercules 
with  A  chosen  force  of  ten  thousand  horse  and 
eight  thousand  foot,  Arabs  and  Africans.  Oe 
was  accompanied  by  his  two  skiiir,  Meruan  and 
Abdelola,  and  hy  numerous  illustrious  Arabian 
cavaliers  of  the  tribe  of  the  Koreish.  He  landed 
his  shining  legions  on  the  coaat  of  Andalusia, 
nnd   pitched    bis    Icnis  near   to    Ibe    Guadiaiia. 
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There  flrat  ho  received  ialelligeiice  of  ihe  di»- 
obedicDce  of  Taric  to  his  orders,  and  that,  wiiii- 
oat  wailing  his  arrival,  the  impetuous  ohiefWo 
had  coiitiiined  bia  career,  and  with  his  light  Arab 
squadroDs  had  overrun  and  subdued  the  ooblest 
proviuces  aiid  citii^  of  the  kiogdoiu. 

The  jealous  !<[>irit  of  Muza  was  still  more  ex- 
asperated by  these  tidings  ;  ho  looked  tipou  Taric 
no  longer  as  a  friend  and  coadjutor,  but  as  an  in- 
vidious rival,  the  decided  enemy  of  his  glory,  and 
he  determined  on  his  ruin.  His  first  considera- 
tion, however,  was  to  secure  to  himself  a  share  in 
the  actual  conquest  of  the  land  before  it  should 
be  entirely  subjugated. 

Taking  guides,  therefore,  from  among  his 
Christian  captives,  he  set  out  to  subdue  such 
parts  of  the  country  as  had  not  been  visited  by 
Taric.  The  iirst  place  which  he  assailed  was  the 
ancient  city  of  Carmoiia ;  it  was  not  of  great 
magnitude,  but  was  fortified  with  high  walls  and 
niassive  towers,  uiid  many  of  the  fugitives  of  the 
late  army  had  thrown  themselves  into  it. 

The  Goths  had  by  this  time  recovered  from 
their  first  panic  ;  they  had  become  accustomed  to 
the  sight  of  Moslem  troops,  and  their  native 
courage  had  been  roused  by  danger.  Shortly 
nfler  the  Arabs  had  encamped  before  their  walls, 
11  band  of  cavaliers  made  a  sudden  sally  one 
iiioruiug  before  the  break  of  day,  fell  upon  the 
enemy  by  surprise,  killed  above  three  hundred  of 
them  iu  their  tents,  and  effected  their  retreat  into 
the  city  ;  leaving  twenty  of  their  number  dead, 
covered  with  honorable  wounds,  and  in  the  very 
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On  the  fbllowtug  Aay  llirj'  maile  aootLer  iaAj, 
uA  fell  on  a  difierent  quarter  of  the  cucamp- 
metil ;  bnt  the  Arabs  were  oo  their  guard,  and 
met  tbem  with  superior  numhers.  After  fighting 
fiercel}'  for  a  lime,  they  were  routed,  and  fled 
fiill  speed  for  the  city,  with  the  Arabs  hard  upon 
their  traces.  The  guard->  within  feared  to  open 
the  gKle,  lest  with  their  IHeiids  ihej  should  admit 
■  bHTent  of  eoeinies.  Seeing  themselTes  ihtia 
ihnt  OQi.  the  fngilive^  determined  to  die  like 
tasve  scJdterv  rather  than  surrender.  Wlieeling 
roddenlj  ronnd,  they  opened  a  path  ifarougfa  the 
boat  of  ifaeir  pursnus,  fought  ttieir  way  back  xa 
the  carap.  and  raged  about  it  with  desperate  fury 
until  they  were  all  slain.  aAer  baTing  killed  above 
^tit  hundred  of  the  enemy.' 

Mnza  now  ordered  that  the  pkoe  should  be 
taken  by  storm.  Tlie  Uoeiems  assailed  il  on  all 
tides,  bnt  were  Tigoronsly  reatsted ;  many  were 
slun  by  sbowore  of  slooes.  arrow;!,  and  bcnling 
[nteh,  and  many  who  had  moimt^d  with  scaling- 
Udderv  were  thrown  headlong  from  the  balde- 
mente.  The  alcayde,  Oftlo,  aided  solely  by  two 
men,  defended  a  town"  and  a  portion  of  the  wall, 
ktUing  asd  wounding  with  a  croas-bow  more  than 
eighty  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  lasted  above 
half  a  ilay,  when  the  Hwlems  were  rcpuked  with 
Ibe  Ion  of  fifteen  hundred  men. 


ii^  with  such  fomiidalile  icMtlamiB  tma  to  snail 
a  eitj :  for  ii  waa  one  of  the  few  pUcea,  dnring 

tMMx&Ue  eonqneet,  where  the  Gothic  vaJor 
•AbdcaMa,  Pt,4»i  A  £«icia,  L.  I,  c  1). 
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BboDe  forth  with  its  proper  lustre.  While  the 
Moslem  army  lay  ejicamped  hefore  ihe  place,  it 
was  joined  by  Mngued  the  renegndo,  and  Count 
Julian  the  Irailur,  with  one  ihonsaud  horsemen ; 
most  of  them  recreant  Cliristiau?,  base  betrayers 
of  their  country,  and  more  savage  in  tlieir  war- 
fare than  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  To  find  favor 
in  the  eyes  of  Muza,  nud  lo  evince  his  devotion 
to  the  cause,  the  conut  undertook,  by  wily  strata- 
gem, to  put  this  gallant  city  in  his  power. 

One  evening,  just  at  twilight,  a  number  of 
Ohristians,  habited  as  travelling  merchants,  ar- 
rived at  one  of  Ihe  gates,  conducting  a  train  of 
mules  laden  with  arms  and  warlike  munitions. 
"Open  the  gate  quickly,"  cried  they;  "we  bring 
supplies  for  the  garrison,  but  the  Arabs  have  dis- 
covered and  are  iu  pursuit  of  us."  The  gate 
was  thrown  open,  the  merchants  entered  with 
their  beasts  of  burden,  and  were  joyfully  received. 
Meat  and  drink  were  placed  before  them,  and 
after  they  had  refreshed  themselves  they  retired 
to  the  quarters  allotted  to  tlicm. 

These  pretended  merchants  were  Count  Julian 
and  a  number  of  his  partisans.  At  the  hour  of 
midnight  they  atole  forth  silently,  and  assembling 
together,  proceeded  lo  what  is  called  the  Gate  of 
Cordova.  Here  setting  suddenly  upon  the  unsus- 
pecting guards,  they  put  ihem  to  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  and  Ihrowiug  open  the  gates,  admitted  a 
great  body  of  ihe  Arabs.  The  inhabitants  were 
roused  from  their  sleep  by  sound  of  drum  and 
trumpet  and  the  clattering  of  horses.  The  Arabs 
scoured  the  streets  ;  a  horrible  massacre  was  com- 
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nenced,  in  which  none  were  spared  bul  Kiit^h  of 
llie  feniHles  H8  were  youcig  nuil  beautiful,  and 
Sited  lo  grace  the  harems  of  the  coiiijuororB. 
The  arrival  of  Muzo  put  un  eod  to  the  pillage 
tad  the  slaughter,  and  he  granted  favorable  (eriiiB 
lo  the  survivors,  ThiiP  the  valiant  little  city  of 
Cnrmona,  after  noblj  resisting  the  open  assaultn 
of  the  infidels,  fell  a  victim  to  tlie  treacbeiy  of 
aposiati^  Chi'istiaDs.' 

1  OtiK.  gat.  dc  i^pmio,  poi  Alouo  el  SabiO.     F-  3,  o.  1- 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

Muia  marches  agiunst  Ihe  City  of  Seville. 

|^^^||FTER  the  capture  of  Carmona,  Musa  de- 

BBBa  ''^'''^  or  grain,  with  orchnrds  and  gardens, 
through  which  ghded  Ihe  iH>ri-t]uning  Guadalquivir. 
On  the  ijoniers  of  the  river  stood  (he  aiicieut  city  of 
Seville,  surrounded  b7  Roman  walls,  aiid  defended 
hy  its  golden  lower.  Uiideretanding  from  his 
spies  thai  the  city  had  lost  the  flower  of  its  youth 
iu  the  battle  of  the  Guadaletc,  Muza  anticipated 
but  a  faint  resistance.  A  considerable  force, 
however.  Nlill  remained  within  ihe  place,  and 
what  tliey  wanted  in  numbers  they  made  up  in 
resolution.  For  some  days  they  withstood  the 
assaults  of  the  enemy,  and  defended  their  walls 
with  great  courage.  Their  want  of  warlike 
munitions,  however,  and  tlie  superior  force  end 
skill  of  (he  besieging  army,  leA  itiem  no  hope  of 
being  able  lo  hold  out  long.  There  were  two 
youthful  cavaliers  of  uncommon  valor  in  the  city. 
They  aaacmbled  the  warriors  and  addressed  them. 
"  We  cannot  save  the  eity,"  said  they ;  "Ijut  at 
least  we  may  save  ourselves,  and  preserve  w 
many  strong  arms  for  the  service  of  our  country. 
Let   us  cut  our  way  through  the  Infidel  force, 
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■od  giun  some  eeciire  fortress,  from  wbmice  v/e. 
may  relurti  wUh  angraeiiled  numbers  Tor  Ihe  res- 
cue of  the  city." 

Tbe  advice  of  the  ymiog  cavaliers  was  adopl- 
id.  In  the  dead  of  ihe  night  the  garrison  aa- 
fietnbled,  to  the  number  of  nbout  three  thousand, 
—  the  most  part  mannled  on  horsebacli.  Sud- 
denly sallying  from  one  of  the  gates,  they  mshed 
Id  a  compnct  body  upon  the  camp  of  the  Sars- 
,  which  waa  negligently  guarded,  for  the 
Moslems  expected  no  such  act  of  ileHperation. 
The  camp  was  a  scene  of  great  carnage  and  con- 
fusion ;  many  were  slain  on  both  sides  ;  the  two 
valiant  lenders  of  the  Christians  fell  covered  with 
wounds,  but  the  main  body  succeeded  in  forcing 
iheir  way  through  the  centre  of  the  ai-my,  and  in 
making  their  retreat  to  Beja  in  Lusilania. 

Muza  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the  meaning  of 
this  desperale  sally.  In  the  morning  he  perceived 
the  gales  of  the  city  wide  open,  A  nnmber  of 
ancient  and  venerable  men  presented  themselves 
at  bis  tent,  offering  submission  and  imploring 
mercy,  fur  none  were  left  in  the  place  but  tlie 
ohl,  the  infirm,  and  tbe  miserable.  Muza  liBteued 
(o  them  with  compassion,  and  granted  their 
prayer,  and  the  only  tribute  he  ex.icted  was 
three  measures  of  whciit  iiud  three  of  barley 
from  each  house  or  family.  He  placed  a  gar- 
rison of  Arabs  in  the  city,  and  left  there  a  num- 
ber of  Jews  to  form  a  body  of  population.  Having 
thus  secured  two  important  places  in  Andalusia,  he 
H  passed  Ihe  boundaries  of  the  province,  and  ad- 
^b     vanced  with  great  martial  pomp  into  Lusitania. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


i«  Cil7  of  HeriiU 


^iHE  army  of  Muza  was  dow  augmenlfid 
Si  tu  itbuut  eighteen  thousand  horsemen, 
adj  ijiii  he  took  with  biin  but  few  fool-Bol- 
,   Iciiving   them    to   gBirtson    the    conquered 
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into  Lnsitania.  Citj  after  city  laid  its  keys  at  hb 
feet,  and  implored  to  be  received  iu  peaceful  vas- 
salage. One  city  alone  prepared  for  vigorous  de- 
fense, the  andent  Merida,  a  place  of  great  ex- 
tent, uiiconnled  riches,  and  prodigious  strength. 
A  Doble  Goth  named  Sacarus  was  the  governor, 
—  a  man  of  coTiBummate  wisdom,  patriotism,  and 
valor.  Hearing  of  the  approitch  of  the  invaders, 
he  gathered  within  the  walls  all  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  country,  with  their  horses  and  mules, 
their  flocks  and  herds,  and  moat  precious  eSects. 
To  insure  for  a  long  time  a  supply  of  bread,  he 
SUed  the  magazines  with  grain,  nnd  erected  wind- 
mills on  the  churches.  This  done,  he  laid  waste 
the  surrounding  country  to  a  great  extent,  so  that  a 
besieging    army    would    have    to    encamp    in    a 

When  Uuza  csime  in  sight  of  this  magnificent 
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d^,  he  was  struck  with  ndmiratioo.  Ilf  ni- 
maineil  for  some  lime  gnzing  iii  sileucc  upuii  its 
mighty  nails  and  lordly  lowers,  its  vnst  exti:iil, 
am]  the  stalely  palaces  and  teraples  wilh  wliieli  it 
wm?  adorned.  "Surely,"  cried  he,  at  length,  "iilt 
ihe  people  of  the  enrth  have  cumbiued  iheir 
power  and  skill  lo  embellish  aod  a^'graiidize  this 
city.  Allah  Aohhar !  Happy  will  he  be  who 
iJtall  have  the  glory  of  making  such  a  cod- 
ijnesi ! " 

Seeing  that  a  place  t<o  populous  and  so  strongly 
fortified  wnuld  be  likely  to  maintain  a  long  a[id 
formidable  resistance,  he  sent  messengers  to 
Africa  lo  bis  sou  Abdalaeis,  to  collect  all  the 
furccs  that  could  be  spared  from  the  gtirrisons  of 
Hauritnnin.  and  to  hasten  and  reinforce  him. 

Wtile  Muza  was  forming  his  encampment,  de- 
•erters  from  Ihe  cily  brought  him  word  thnt  a 
band  intended  to  aally  forth  ni  midnight 
and  surprise  his  camp.  The  Arab  commander 
Smtnedistely  took  measures  to  receive  Ihem  with 
>  oonnier  surprise.  Having  formed  his  plan,  and 
commtmicated  it  to  his  principal  officer?,  he  or- 
dered that,  throughout  the  day,  there  should  be 
kept  up  an  njipearauce  of  negligent  confusion  in 
his  encampment.  The  outposts  were  feebly 
guarded ;  fires  were  lighted  in  various  places, 
AS  if  preparing  for  feasting ;  bursts  of  music  tixid 
U  of  revelry  resounded  from  diflerent  quar- 
and  the  whole  camp  seemed  to  be  rioting  in 
eM  security  on  the  plunder  of  the  land.  As 
night  advanced,  the  fires  were  gradually  ex- 


ttaguisbed,  and  silence  ensued,  na  if  the  soldierv 
had  Buiik  into  deep  sleep  aAer  the  caroanal. 

In  the  mean  time,  bodies  of  troops  had  been 
secretly  nnci  silently  murcbed  to  reinforce  the 
oulpusts  1  and  the  retiegado  Mtigued,  with  a 
numerous  force,  had  formed  an  ambuscade  in  n 
deep  stone  quarry  by  which  the  Chriatiaufl  would 
have  to  pass.  Theae  preparations  boinf;  made, 
they  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in 
breathless  silence. 

About  midnight  ihe  chosen  liirce  intended  for 
the  sally  assembled,  and  the  command  was  con- 
fided to  Count  Tendero,  a  Gotbic  cavalierof  trid 
prowess.  AAer  having  heard  a  solemn  mass  and 
received  Ibc  benediction  of  the  priest,  tbey  marcheil 
out  of  the  gate  with  all  poiisible  silence.  They 
were  suffered  to  pass  the  ambuscade  in  the  quarry 
without  molestation ;  as  they  approached  the  Mos- 
lem camp  everything  appeared  quiet,  for  the  foot- 
soldiers  were  concealed  in  slopes  mid  hoUowa,  and 
every  Arab  horseman  lay  in  his  armor  beaide  his 
steed.  The  sentinels  on  the  out  posts  waited 
until  the  Christiana  were  close  at  hand,  and  then 
Htul  in  apparent  consternation. 

Count  Tendero  gave  the  signal  for  assault, 
and  tlie  Christians  rushed  confidently  forward. 
In  an  instant  an  oproar  of  dinims.  trumpets,  and 
shrill  war-cries  burst  forth  from  every  side.  An 
army  seemed  to  spring  up  from  the  earth ;  squad- 
rons of  horse  came  thundering  on  them  in  front, 
while  tbe  qnarry  poured  forth  legions  of  armol 
warriors  in  their  rear. 

The  noise  of  the  terrific  conflict   tbat    took 
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place  was  beard  ou  the  city  walla,  and  answertii 
by  shouts  of  exultation,  for  tbt.^  Cliri'^tiiiim  thoii^t 
it  rose  icom  tlie  terror  and  conftiaion  of  the  Arab 
auap.  In  a  little  wliile,  however,  they  were  un- 
■i-jceived  by  fugitives  from  the  light,  agha«t  with 
(error  and  covered  with  wound'i.  "  Hell  itaelfi" 
cried  they,  "  is  ou  the  side  of  these  tii6dels :  the 
earth  costs  forth  warriors  and  steeds  to  aid  tbem. 
We  have  fought,  uol  with  men,  but  devils  ! " 

The  greater  part  of  the  chosen  troops  who  had 
(allied  were  cut  to  pieces  in  that  scene-  of  tn:issHcre, 
for  they  liod  been  confounded  by  the  tempest  of 
bottle  which  suddenly  broke  forth  around  them. 
Count  Tendero  fought  with  despenite  valor,  and 
feD  covered  with  wounds.  His  body  was  found 
the  uext  morning,  lying  among  the  sliiin,  and 
tnuiGpierced  with  half  a  score  of  lances.  The 
~3  Mtigued  cut  off  his  head  niid  tied  it  to 
the  Iwl  of  his  horse,  and  repaired  with  this  savage 
trophy  to  the  tent  of  Muza ;  but  the  hostility  of 
the  Arab  general  was  of  a  leas  malignant  kind. 
He  ordered  that  the  head  and  body  should  be 
placed  Uigether  upon  a  bier,  and  treated  with  be- 
ooniing  reverence. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  a  train  of  priests  and 
friars  came  forth  from  the  city  to  request  permis- 
>  seek  for  the  body  of  the  count.  Muza 
deUverud  it  to  them,  with  many  soldier-like  enco- 
.he  valor  of  that  good  cavalier.  The 
prieHta  covered  it  with  a  pall  of  cloth  of  gold,  and 
bore  it  back  in  molanchoiy  procession  to  the  city, 
where  it  was  received  with  loud  lamentations. 

The  siege  was  now  pressed  with  great  vigor, 


tati  Pepeatefl  assaults  were  made,  but  in  vaia. 
Hois  saw,  at  leon^th,  that  the  walla  were  loo  high 
to  be  scaled,  and  Uie  gales  too  strong  lo  be  burst 
open  wilbont  the  aid  of  engines,  and  hi^  desisted 
from  die  attack  until  madiines  for  the  purpoae 
(Mold  be  constructed.  Tlie  goTeraor  suspected 
from  this  cessation  of  acdve  war&re  that  the 
nnemr  flattered  thenuelfee  to  reduce  the  place  hy 
fumne;  he  caused,  therabre,  large  baskets  of 
bread  lo  be  thrown  from  the  wall,  and  semi,  a 
messenger  to  Miua  to  inform  him  that  i£  his 
army  dtonld  be  in  want  of  bread  he  wooM  snp- 
jily  it,  luring  suflideut  cora  in  hb  granaries  for  a 
ten  j^ars'  siege.^ 

Ute  citijeens.  however,  did  not  possess  the  dd- 
dannted  S{urit  of  their  gov^raor.  When  ihej 
found  that  the  Moslems  wer«  ooostracting  ti«- 
mendous  engiDes  for  the  destroction  of  their  walls, 
tfce^  lost  all  eoon^  and,  sumMwdiag  the  gover- 
nor in  a  damoroBS  ranhitDdA,  oompelled  him  to 
send  forth  pe««oos  to  rspitalalfe. 

TW  aadMSsadon  cane  into  the  presence  of 
Usia  with  awe,  for  tb^  expected  to  find  a  fieive 
BZtd  fonoidable  warrior  in  one  who  had  filled  the 
bad  with  tenor;  but,  to  their  astanuhuent,  ihej 
bdtcU  an  ancient  and  Tooeiafale  man,  with  white 
hair,  a  snowy  beard,  and  a  pale,  emaciated  oonn- 
tMunoe.  He  had  passed  the  prenons  nj^t  witl^ 
owt  skefvand  had  (imd  all  d^  in  the  field:  be 
was  6x])ai)st«(I,  tfaemfent,  by  watdiiohMtB  and 
fiai^&  and  his  garments  were  oov^rtd  with  dnsL 

'  What  a  deril   ot  a  man   is  thu."  : 
■  BMa  Owco.  t.  1,  c  U. 
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such  a  siege  when  on  the  verge  of  thy  j;riiTe, 
Let  ns  defend  our  city  the  best  ivay  we  can  ; 
surely  we  ctui  hold  out  longer  than  the  life  of 
tiuB  graybeartl." 

They  returned  to  the  city,  therefore,  waffing  at 
an  invader  who  seemed  fitter  to  lean  on  a.  cruleh 
than  wield  a,  lauoe  ;  and  the  terms  offered  by 
Muzu,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  thought 
favomble,  were  flcomfully  rejected  by  the  iHiiabi- 
Unts.  A  fetr  days  put  an  end  to  thb  mistaken 
ooufident^.  Abdalasis,  the  son  of  Muza,  m'rived 
from  Africa  at  the  bead  of  his  reinforcement ;  he 
brought  seven  thousand  horsemen  and  a  luiat  of 
Borhary  archerE,  and  made  a  glorious  display  as 
he  marched  into  the  camp.  The  arrival  of  this 
youthful  warrior  was  hailed  with  great  acclama- 
tions, so  much  had  he  won  the  hearts  of  the  sol- 
diery by  the  frankness,  the  suavity,  and  gener- 
osity of  his  conduct.  Immediately  after  his 
arrival  a  grand  assault  was  made  upon  the  city, 
and  several  of  the  huge  battering  engines  beiiig 
finished,  tbey  were  wheeled  up  and  began  to 
thunder  against  the  walls- 

The  unsteady  populace  were  again  seized  with 
xenm,  and,  surrounding  their  governor  with  fresh 
clamors,  obliged  him  to  send  forth  ambassadors 
a  eeooiid  time  to  treat  of  a  surrender.  When  ad- 
mitted to  ibe  presence  of  IVIuza,  the  ambai^sadors 
sely  believe  their  eyea,  or  that  tliia  was 
tlie  same  withered,  white-headed  old  mao  of 
whom  they  had  lately  spoken  with  scoffing.  His 
hair  and  beard  were  tinged  of  a  ruddy  brown ; 
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hi-)  <'oiiiil*iiftiice  was  refreshed  by  repose  and 
fluslieil  with  iadignalioii,  »nd  he  Appeared  &  man 
in  the  iiiiilured  vigor  of  his  days.  The  ambossa- 
liore  were  stnick  with  awe.  "  Surely."  whis- 
pered tliey.  one  In  the  other.  **  Uiie  must  be  either 
H  devil  or  a  magicinn,  who  csn  thus  make  himself 
old  and  young  at  pletmure ! " 

Muia  received  them  haoghtily.  ■*  Hence," 
said  he,  "  &nd  lell  your  people  1  grant  them  the 
uuue  terms  I  have  already  proffered,  provided  the 
avj  tw  iiistantlj  surreodered ;  but,  br  the  head 
of  Mahomet,  if  there  be  any  ftirthcr  delay.  Dot 
one  mother's  son  of  ye  shall  reoeive  mein^  at  my 

The  dqaatim  Tftontcd  into  the  dty  pale  and 
diBmayed.  "Go  forth!  go  forth!"  oied  ihey, 
-  and  accept  whatvrer  terms  are  oflored ;  of  wlutt 
avul  b  it  to  fi^ht  agaitut  men  who  can  renew 
tlt«u  youth  at  pkn^Dre?  Bebotd.  we  left  (be 
leader  of  the  tnSdels  an  old  and  feeble  mao.  aod 
l»^y  we  Bud  him  jvakStd  and  vigonMa.'  > 

The  plKe  was,  tbee^orc  nntvaderad  ftnb> 
wMt,  a»d   Maa  enlered  it 

Tbose  wbo  cbwB  lo  le- 
n  perans,  powwwnoiw,  aod 
raligkw ;  k#  lock  ik  pnifMty  ot  ibwe  <Mly  wte 
■hamifaKd  ifat  cirr  or  k^  Ulea  in  battle;  to- 
jgAar  wMi  an  »f»s  a^i  hocieB.  iBd  the  maiiiuB 
I  of  the  dwnvkes.     Aikmc   dtt» 
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Bftcred  spoils  WHS  found  a  cup  made  of  a  single 
pesirl,  nbich  a  king  of  Spain,  in  nncient  times, 
had  brought  from  the  temple  of  .lenisalem  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  Nabuchodoiiosor  Thin  pre- 
uoiu  relic  was  sent  by  Muza  to  the  caliph,  and 
was  placed  in  the  principal  mosque  of  the  city 
of  Damascus.* 

Moza  knew  how  to  esleetn  merit  even  in  an 
ettemj.  Wlien  Saonrn?,  ihe  Governor  of  Mei'ida, 
appeared  before  him,  he  lauded  him  greatly  for 
the  skill  uud  conrnge  he  bad  displayed  in  the 
defense  of  hie  cily  ;  and,  taking  off  his  own 
Ecimetar,  which  whs  of  great  value,  girded  it  upon 
him  with  his  own  hands.  "  Wear  this,"  said  he, 
"  Bfi  a  poor  memorial  of  my  admiration  ;  a  soldier 
of  such  virtue  and  valor  is  woi'lhy  of  far  higher 
honors." 

He  would  have  engaged  the  governor  in  bis 
service,  or  have  persuaded  him  to  remain  in  the 
dty,  as  an  illustrious  vassal  of  the  caliph,  hitt  the 
noble-minded  Sacanis  refused  to  bend  to  the  yoke 
of  the  conquerors  ;  nor  couhl  be  bring  himself  to 
reside  contentedly  in  his  country,  when  subjected 
to  the  domination  of  the  inSdel.i.  GiiilieHng 
together  all  ihose  who  chose  to  accompany  him 
ipto  exile,  he  embarked  to  seek  some  I'Ountry 
where  he  might  live  in  peace  and  in  the  free 
exercise  of  his  religion.  What  shore  these  ocean 
pilgrims  landed  upon  has  never  been  revealed ; 
but  imdition  vaguely  gives  ns  to  believe  that  it 
was  some  unknown  island  far  in  the  boaom  c^ 
the  Atlantic.^ 
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R90BFTER  ibe  capture  of  Merida,  Uuia  gave 
uSl.'iS  ^  S'^^i'^  banquet  lo  his  captajus  and  db- 
^^a^  tiii^uished  wHrriors  in  ihai  magiiificeDt 
dtj.  At  [Lis  luortial  feasl  were  manj  Arab 
cavaliers  who  had  been  present  in  various  battles, 
Kud  they  vied  with  each  other  iu  recouoting  the 
daring  enterprises  iu  which  ihcj  had  been  engnged. 
and  the  splendid  triumph!)  (he;  had  n-itnes»vil. 
While  tiiey  Inlked  with  ardor  atid  exultation,  Ab- 
dalasia,  ilie  sod  of  Muza,  alone  k^t  silence,  aitd 
sat  with  n  dejecird  oouulenauoe.  Al  length,  when 
there  whs  a  pause,  he  turned  to  his  &ther  and 
addressed  him  with  moclesi  earnestness.  "  My 
lord  and  fBtlll^r.''  said  he,  ~  1  blu$h  to  hear  j-our 
warriors  recount  the  toils  and  dangers  they  have 
passed  while  t  have  done  nothing  to  entitle  me  to 
their  oompanioiiship.  When  I  return  to  Egypt 
and  present  myself  beTorv  ihi-  oilipb,  he  will  ask 
me  of  my  services  in  Spain ;  what  battle  I  have 
gained  ;  what  town  or  caslle  I  have  token.  How 
shall  I  answer  him?  If  you  love  me,  then,  tts 
your  sou.  give  me  a  command,  intrust  to  me  an 
cuterpri-H-.  nod  let  nie  acquire  a  uame  worthy  to 
be  mcniiuned  among  men." 
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The  eyes  of  Muza  kindled  with  joy  ftt  (iriiling 
Abdftlndis  lhu3  amblljmi!)  nl'  rcJiniTn  in  iiniis. 
"Allah  be  pruiseiil"  esulnimed  he,  "(lie  heRri 
of  my  SOD  is  in  the  right  place.  It  is  becoming 
ID  ygath  to  look  upward  and  he  aspSriiig.  Thy 
desire,  Abdaln^i^,  shall  he  gratified." 

An  opportunity  at  that  very  time  preseated  it- 
self to  prove  tlie  prowess  and  discretion  of  the 
youtli.  During  the  siege  of  Merida,  the  Chris- 
tian troops  which  had  taken  refuge  at  Beja  had 
reiiiforiied  themaelvas  from  PennHor.  mid  suddenly 
returning,  had  presented  themselves  before  the 
gales  of  the  city  of  Seville.'  Certain  of  the 
Chrbtian  inhabitants  threw  open  the  gales  and 
admitted  them.  The  troops  rushed  to  the  alcazar, 
look  it  fay  surprise,  and  put  many  of  Ilie  Moslem 
garrison  lo  the  sword  i  the  residue  made  their 
escape,  luid  Hed  to  the  Arab  enmp  befoi'e  Merida, 
leaviug  Seville  in  the  hands  of  (lie  Christinns. 

The  veteran  Muza,  now  that  (he  siege  of  Merida 
was  at  uu  end,  was  meditating  the  recapture  and 
punishment  of  Seville  at  iLe  very  lime  when 
Abdulasis  addressed  hini.  "  Behold,  my  son," 
exclaimed  he,  "  an  enterprise  worthy  of  thy 
ambition  !  Take  with  thee  ell  the  troops  thou 
bnst  brought  from  Africa ;  reduce  the  city  of 
Seville  again  to  subjection,  and  plant  thy  standard 
upon  its  alcuzar.  But  stop  not  there :  carry  thy 
oau(]uering  sword  into  the  southern  parts  of 
Spain  i  thou  wilt  find  there  a  harvest  of  glory  yet 
to  be  reaped." 

Abdulasis  Inst  no   time  in   departing   upon  this 
>  Expinou,  A'lt^.  s  Grnad.  di  SarilU,  L.  3,  l-.  3. 
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enterprise.  He  took  with  him  Count  Julian, 
Magucd  ci  Runii,  ami  the  Bishop  Oppns,  ihiit  lie 
might  benefit  by  their  knowledge  of  the  eouiitry. 
When  lie  came  in  sight  of  liie  fair  city  of  Seville, 
sealed  like  r  queen  in  Ihe  midst  of  its  golden 
plain,  with  [ho  Gimdslquivir  flowing  beneath  its 
walls,  he  gnzed  upon  it  with  the  admiration  of  r 
lorer,  and  lamciiiud  in  his  soul  that  he  had  lo 
visit  it  OS  an  avenger.  His  troops,  however,  re- 
garded it  with  wrathful  eyes,  thinking  only  of  its 
rebellion  and  of  the  massacre  of  their  country- 
men ill  the  aleaiar. 

The  principal  people  of  the  city  had  taken  no 
part  iu  this  gallant  but  fruitless  insurrection  ;  and 
now,  when  they  beheld  the  army  of  Abdalasis 
encamped  upon  the  banlts  of  the  Guadalquivir, 
would  fain  have  gone  forth  to  make  explanations, 
and  intercede  for  mercy.  The  populace,  however, 
forbade  any  one  to  leave  the  city,  and,  barring  the 
gates,  prepared  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last. 

The  place  was  attacked  with  resistless  fury. 
The  galea  were  soon  burst  open ;  the  Moslems 
niahed  in,  panting  for  revenge.  They  coulined 
not  their  slaughter  to  the  soldiery  in  the  alcazar, 
but  roamed  through  every  street,  confounding  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty  in  one  bloody  massacre, 
and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  Abdalaais 
oouid  at  length  succeed  in  slaying  (heir  sanguinary 

The  son  of  Muza  proved  himself  ns  mild  iu 
conquest    ns    he    had    been    intrepid    in    assault. 
The    moderalion    and   l*nieniiy  of  liis    conduct 
1  Condc,  r.  l,c.  14. 
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soothed  the  terrors  of  Ihu  vunquisbcd,  and  liis 
wise  prccfflulioiis  restored  tmnquiltity.  Having 
maiie  proper  regulalions  for  the  proiecilon  of  ilie 
inhabilanL',  he  letl  a  siroiig  gnrrison  in  the  place 
10  pieveul  any  future  insurrection,  and  then  de- 
psrted  on  the  further  [irosecution  of  his  eulerprise. 

Wherever  he  went  his  arms  were  viclorioiiB  ; 
and  his  victories  were  alwnjs  ch»racterizcd  by 
the  same  magnanimity.  At  tcnglh  he  arrived  on 
the  ooufines  of  that  beautiful  region,  comprising 
loflj  nnd  precipitous  muuntBiiiH  and  rich  and 
de]i^us  plains,  aderwarda  known  by  ihe  name  of 
the  kingdom  of  Mnrcia.  All  this  part  of  the 
ominlry  whs  defended  by  the  veteran  Theodomir, 
who,  by  Hkillful  management,  iiad  saved  a  remnant 
of  his  forcf-a  aller  the  defeat  oti  tlie  banks  of  the 
Guadalete. 

Theodomir  was  a  stanch  warrior,  but  a  wary 
and  prudent  rann.  He  bad  experienced  the  folly 
of  opposing  Ihe  Arabs  in  open  field,  where  their 
oiralry  anil  armur  gave  them  sucb  superiority ; 
on  their  approach,  therefore,  he  assembled  all  his 
people  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  took  poxses- 

a  of  the  cliffs  and  mountain  pajses.  •'  Here," 
taid  be,  "a  simple  goat-herd,  who  can  hurl  down 
Tocks  and  stones,  is  as  good  as  a  warrior  armed 
in  proof."  In  this  way  lie  checked  and  harassed 
Ihe  Moslem  army  in  all  its  movements, — shower* 
log  down  missiles  upon  it  from  overhanging  pre- 
dpioee,  and  waylaying  it  in  narrow  and  rugged 
deftly  where  a  few  raw  troops  could  make  stand 

L  fair  way  to  bathe  his  foes. 
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and  oblige  them  to  withdraw  from  his  terriiuries; 
nnfortutiAlely,  liowever,  ihe  wury  veteran  liad  two 
SODS  with  Liin,  young  men  of  but  uml  iieadj 
valor,  who  considered  all  this  prudence  of  their 
&ther  KB  savoriDg  of  cowardice,  and  who  were 
anxioua  to  try  their  prowess  in  Ihe  open  field. 
"  What  glory,"  said  they,  "  is  [o  be  gained  by 
destroyicig  an  enemy  in  this  wuy,  from  the  eovert 
of  rocks  aud  tliicketsf"' 

"  Too  talk  like  young  men,"  replied  the  veter- 
an. "  Glory  is  a  prize  one  muy  fight  for  abroad, 
but  safety  is  the  object  when  the  enemy  is  at  the 
door," 

One  day,  however,  the  young  men  succeeded 
in  drawing  down  their  father  into  the  plain. 
Abdalaais  immediately  seized  on  the  opportunity, 
and  threw  himself  between  thu  Gotli^  and  their 
mountain  fastuesses.  Tbeodomir  saw  too  late  the 
danger  into  which  he  was  betrayed.  "  What  can 
our  raw  troops  do,"  said  he,  "  against  ihose  squad- 
rons of  horse  that  move  like  castles?  Let  us 
make  a  rapid  retreat  to  Oribueio,  and  defend  our- 
selves from  behind  its  walls." 

"  Father,"  said  the  eldest  sou,  ''  it  is  loo  late  to 
retreat ;  remain  here  with  the  reserve  while  my 
brother  and  I  advance.  Fear  nothing;  am  aot  I 
your  son,  aud  would  I  not  die  lo  defend  you?" 

"  In  truth,"  replied  the  veteran,  "I  have  laj 
doubiB  whether  you  are  ray  son.  But  if  I  re- 
main here,  and  you  should  all  bo  killed,  where 
llieu  would  he  my  protection  ?  Come,"  added 
be,  luniing  lo  the  second  i-oti,  "I  Irust  that  thou 
art  virtually  my  son,  let  us  hasten  to  retreat 
before  it  is  too  late." 
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"  Falhw,"  rBpIied  ihe  yoangesi,  "  I  linvc  not  a 
donbt  that  I  am  honeatly  and  thoroughly  your 
son,  and  as  such  I  honor  jou  ;  but  1  uwis  iluty 
likewise  to  my  mother,  Hiid  wheu  I  sallied  lo  the 
wtix  (the  gave  me  her  hlessiug  as  loag  as  1  should 
acl  with  valor,  but  her  uurse  should  I  prove 
isniven  and  fly  the  field.  Fear  nothing,  father ;  1 
wiE  defend  you  while  living,  and  even  after  you 
nre  deud.  You  shall  never  fail  of  od  houurable 
sepulture  among  your  kindred." 

"  A  pestilence  on  ye  both,"  cried  Theodomir, 
"  for  a  brace  of  mbbegotlen  madmen  !  What  care 
1,  think  ye,  where  ye  lay  my  body  when  I  am 
dead  ?  One  day's  existence  in  a  hovel  is  worth 
an  age  of  interment  in  a  marble  sepulchre. 
Come,  my  friends,"  said  he,  tarniug  to  his  prin- 
cipal cavaliers,  "  let  ua  leave  these  hot-headed 
striplings  and  make  our  retreat ;  if  we  tarry  any 
longer  the  enemy  will  be  upon  ua." 

Upon  this,  the  cavaliers  and  proud  hidalgoes 
drew  up  scorDfiilly  and  tossed  their  heads :  "  What 
do  you  see  in  us,"  said  they,  "that  you  think  we 
will  show  our  backsTo  the  enemy?  Forward  I 
V.HS  ever  the  good  old  Gkilhic  watchword,  and 
v.ith  thill  will  we  live  and  die  I  " 

While  lime  was  lost  in  ibesi.'  disputes,  the 
Uoslem  army  kept  advancing  until  retreat  was  no 
lODger  practicable-  The  battle  was  tumultiiona 
and  bloody.     Theodomir  fought  like  a  lion,  but  it 
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Seeing  there  was  uo  longer  B,nj  hope, 
seized  the  bridle  of  b  fnvoriie  pBge  wLo  wi 
him,  and  who  was  ubout  spurriog  Tor  the 
tBJDS.  "  Part  not  from  lue,"  anid  he,  "  but  do 
thou,  at  lentil,  attend  to  xny  couiieeL,  my  sou  ;  aiid 
of  a  Iriitli  I  believe  thou  art  my  sou,  for  thou  art 
the  offspring  of  one  of  my  handmaid?  who  was 
kiud  unto  me."  And  indeed  the  youlh  marvet- 
oualy  resembled  hira.  Turning  ihen  the  reins 
of  his  own  steed,  and  giving  him  the  spur,  he  fled 
amain  from  llio  field,  followed  by  the  page ;  nor 
did  he  slop  until  he  arrived  within  the  walls  of 
Orihueia. 

Ordering  the  gates  to  bo  barred  and  bolted,  he 
prepared  to  receive  the  enemy.  There  were  but 
few  men  in  the  city  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
most  of  the  youth  having  tiillen  in  the  field.  He 
caased  the  women,  therefore,  lo  clothe  themselves 
in  male  attire,  lo  put  on  hats  and  helmets,  lo  take 
long  reeds  in  their  hands  instead  of  lances,  and  to 
cross  their  iiair  upon  their  chins  in  semblance  of 
beards.  Wilh  these  troops  he  lined  the  walb  and 
towers. 

It  was  about  the  hour  of  twilight  that  Abda- 
lasis  spproauhed  with  his  urmy,  but  he  paused 
when  he  saw  the  walls  so  numerously  garrisoned. 
Then  Theoilomir  took  a  flag  of  truce  in  his  hand, 
and  put  a  herald's  tabard  on  the  page,  and  they 
two  sallied  forrh  la  capitulate,  aud  were  gracious- 
ly received  by  Abdalaais. 

"I  come,"  said  Theodomir,  "on  the  behalf  of  the 
commander  of  this  city,  lo  ircal  for  terms  worthy 
of  your  magnanimity   and   of  his   dignity.      You 
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percirive  ihnt  liie  ci;y  is  capniile   of  withjl 


.  loi 


:  siege,  but  be  li  deeiroue  af  sparing  tlic 
liTcs  of  hia  soldiers.  Framise  ilmt  tlie  inhabit- 
(Uiis  shall  \ye  ri  liberty  lo  tlvpnrt  iinmoleste'l 
wicli  tbeir  pruperly,  and  the  city  will  be  delivered 
op  lo  you  to-morrow  morning  without  r  blow  ; 
otbcrwisit;  we  are  prepared  to  fight  until  not  u 
DUia  be  It'n." 

Abdalasis  was  Weil  pleased  to  get  so  powerfnl 
■I  piftce  upon  such  eauy  terms,  but  stipulated  thnl 
die  garrison  should  lay  dowti  their  arms.  To 
this  Tlieodomir  i-eadily  assented,  with  the  excep- 
tion, however,  of  the  governor  and  his  reliuuc, 
which  was  granted  out  of  consideration  for  his 
dignity.  The  articles  of  capituUtioD  were  then 
dmwn  oul,  and  when  Abdalasis  had  affixed  \i\^ 
name  and  .~eal,  Tlieodomir  took  the  pen  and 
wrole  bis  signnlure.  "  Behold  in  me,"  said  lie, 
"the  governor  of  the  city!" 

Abdalasis  was  pleased  with  the  hardihood  of 
tiie  cumttiander  of  the  place  in  thus  venturing 
personally  in[o  his  power,  and  entertained  tho 
veteran  with  still  greater  honor.  When  Theodo- 
loir  returned  to  the  city,  he  made  known  the 
capitulation,  and  charged  the  inhabitants  \o  pack 
up  iheir  effects  during  the  night  and  be  ready  to 
sally  forth  during  the  morning. 

At  the  dnwn  of  day  the  gates  were  thrown 
open,  and  Abdaksis  looked  to  see  a  great  force 
issuing  forth,  but  to  hia  surprise  beheld  merely 
Theodomir  and  his  page  in  battered  armor,  fol- 
lowed by  a  multitude  of  old  men,  women,  and 
children. 
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Abdalasis  wniled  until  the  whole  had  coiiH' 
forth,  iheti  turning  lo  Theodomir,  "  Where," 
cried  he,  "  nre  llie  soldiers  whum  I  3aw  lust 
uveDJng  lining  (he  walls  and  lowers  ?  " 

"  Soldiers  have  I  none,"  replied  the  relemn. 
"  As  to  my  garrison,  behold  it  before  you.  With 
these  women  diil  I  man  my  walls,  and  this  my 
pnge  is  my  hemid,  guard,  and  retinue." 

Upon  this  the  Bishop  Oppas  and  Count  Julian 
exclaimed  that  the  capilulntion  was  a  base  fraud 
iiiid  ought  not  (o  be  complied  with  ;  but  Abda- 
lasis relished  the  stralHgem  of  the  old  soldier, 
and  ordered  thai  the  ^lipulations  of  the  treaty 
should  be  faithfiiUy  performed.  Nay,  so  high  an 
opinion  did  he  conceive  of  the  subtle  wisdom  of 
thiif  (Wmmaiider  that  he  permitted  him  to  remain 
ill  authority  over  the  sorrounjing  country  on  hb 
acknuwledging  allegiance  and  engaging  to  pay 
tribute  to  the' caliph  ;  and  all  thnt  part  of  Spain, 
comprising  the  beautiful  provinces  of  Murcia  and 
Valencia,  was  long  after  known  by  the  Arabic 
uame  of  its  defender,  acid  is  8till  recorded  in  Ara- 
bian chronicles  as  "  The  land  of  Tadrair."^ 

Having  succeeded  in  subduing  this  rich  and 
fruitful  region,  and  having  gained  great  renown 
(or  hia  generosity  as  well  os  valor,  Abdalasis  ru- 
turued  with  the  chief  part  of  his  army  to  the  aty 
of  Seville. 

1  CondB,  p.  1.  Cnmca  dtl  Mum  liaiit.  Cron.  gai.  E^mia, 
pDr  AloDCD  el  Sabio,  p.  3,  c.  1. 


I 


I 


CHAPTER    Xr. 


|HKN  iiaza  ben  Nosier  had  sent  his 
»on  Abdnlasis  to  eubilue  Seville,  he  de- 
parted I'or  Toledo  lo  call  Taric  to  ro- 
cotmt  for  Ilia  disobedience  to  his  orders ;  for, 
amidsl  nil  liis  own  successes,  the  prosperous  ca- 
reer of  tliat  commander  prejed  upon  his  mind. 
What  can  content  the  jealous  and  ambitious 
heart  ?  As  Muza  passeil  through  the  land,  towns 
and  cities  submitted  to  him  without  resistance ; 
he  was  lost  in  wonder  at  the  riches  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  noble  monuments  of  art  wiih  which  it 
•TBS  adorned ;  when  he  beheld  the  bridges,  con- 
Ktructed  in  ancient  times  by  the  Itomans,  they 
seemed  to  him  the  work,  not  of  men,  but  of  genii. 
Yet  all  these  ndmirable  objects  only  made  him  re- 
pine the  more  thtit  he  bad  not  had  the  exclusive 
glory  of  invading  and  subduing  the  land  ;  and 
exasperated  bim  the  more  against  Taric,  for  hav- 
ing apparently  endeavored  to  monopoliie  the 
conquest. 

Taric  heard  of  his  approach,  and  came  forth  to 
meet  him  at  Talavera,  accompanied  by  many  of 
the  roost  distinguished  companions  of  his  victories, 
and  with  a  train  of  horses  and   mules   laden  with 
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flpoila,  witb  which  he  truated  to  propitiate  the 
favor  of  Ilia  oonimander.  Tiieir  meeting  took 
place  on  tliu  banks  of  the  rapid  river  TielHr, 
vhich  rises  iti  the  mouutoius  of  Flacencia  and 
throws  itself  into  the  Tugus.  Muza,  io  former 
dajH,  whili:  Taric  bad  acted  as  bis  subordinate 
Aiid  indefatigable  officer,  had  cherished  and  con- 
sidered liim  us  a  ^coud  self;  but  now  that  be  had 
started  up  to  be  a  rival,  bo  could  not  conceal  bis 
jealousj.  Wheu  the  veteran  came  into  his  pres- 
ence, he  regarded  biro  for  a  moment  with  a  stem 
and  indignant  aspect.  "  Why  bast  thou  disobeyed 
my  orders  ?  "  said  lie.  "  I  commanded  tliee  to 
await  my  arrival  witb  reiuforcemeuta,  but  Ibou 
hast  rashly  overrun  the  country,  eodaugeritig  tbe 
loae  of  our  armies  and  the  ruio  of  our  cause." 

"  1  huve  acted,"  replied  Taric,  "  in  such  nuui- 
oer  as  I  thought  would  best  servo  the  cause  of 
Islam,  and  in  so  doiug  I  thought  Io  fulfill  the 
wishes  of  Muza.  Whfilever  I  have  done  bas 
been  as  your  servant ;  behold  your  share  as 
commaudcr-iii-chier  of  spoils  which  I  have  col- 
lected." So  Eayiag  be  produced  an  immense 
treasure  in  silver  and  gold,  and  costly  stuffs  and 
precious  stones,  and  spread  it  before  Muui. 

The  anger  of  the  Arab  commander  was  slUl 
more  kindled  at  tbe  sight  of  this  booty,  for  it 
proved  how  spleudid  had  been  tlio  victories  of 
Taric ;  but  be  restrained  hb  wrath  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  they  proceeded  together  in  moody  sileuce 
to  Toledo.  Wheu  he  eolered  this  royal  city, 
however,  and  ascended  to  the  ancient  palace  of 
tlie  Gkithic  kings,  and  reflected  that  all  this  hud 
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been  a  scene  of  Iriumph  to  his  rival,  lie  could  do 
longer  repress  liis  indignation.  He  deranucled  of 
Tiiric  a  strict  nccount  of  ali  the  riches  be  had 
gnthered  in  Spuin,  even  of  the  presentE  lie  had 
reserved  for  the  caliph,  and,  above  all,  he  mude 
liim  yield  up  his  favorite  trophy,  the  talismaiiic 
table  of  Salomon.  When  all  this  v/an  done,  he 
agnin  upbraided  him  bitterly  witli  hb  diaibedi- 
eoce  of  orders,  and  with  the  rnshnes.'  of  his  con- 
duct. "  Wliat  blind  confidence  in  fortune  host 
tfaon  shown,"  said  he,  "in  overmnniag  such  a 
country  and  assailing  such  powerful  cities  with 
thy  scanty  force  !  What  madness  to  venture 
everything  upon  a  desperate  chance,  when  thoo 
knewesi  I  was  coming  with  a  force  to  make  the 
vicioiT  secure.     All  thy  success  has  been  owing 

luck,  not  to  judgment  nor  generals  hi  p." 
I  then  bestowed  high  praises  upon  the  other 

I  for  their  services  in  the  caii^  of  Islam, 
pay  answered  not  a  word,  and  their  counte- 

were  gloomy  and  discontented  ;  for  they 
lelt  the  injustice  done  to  their  favorite  leader. 
As  to  Toric,  though  his  eye  burned  like  fire,  he 
kept  his  passion  witliin  bounds.  "I  have  done 
the  best  1  could  to  serve  God  and  the  caliph," 
lud  be  emphatically ;  ''  my  conscience  acquits 
me,  and  I  trust  my  sovereign  will  do  the  same." 

"  Perhaps  he  may,"  replied  filuza,  bitterly  j 
"  but,  in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  confide  his  in- 
tcrealB  lo  a  desperado  who  is  heedless  of  orders 
tad  throws  everything  al  hazard.     Such  a  geu- 

nworthy  to  be  introsltul  with  the  fate  of 
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So  sayiug,  bo  diTesled  Taric  of  his  commaQd, 
aud  gave  it  to  Mngued  the  renegado.  The  gaunt 
Taric  Rtill  maintainod  an  uir  of  stern  composure, 
Hia  only  words  wtre,  "  The  caliph  will  do  me 
juBtice ! "  Muza  was  ho  transported  wiiL  passion 
at  this  Ictcouic  deBoncc  that  he  ordered  him  to 
be  thrown  into  prison,  and  even  threatened  his 
life. 

Upon  this,  ]U!Bgued  el  Rumi,  though  he  had 
risen  by  the  disgrace  of  Taric,  had  the  generosity 
to  speak  out  warmly  iu  iiis  favor.  "  Consider," 
said  he,  to  Muza,  "  what  may  bo  tlie  consequen- 
ces of  this  severity.  Tnric  has  many  friends  in 
the  army ;  liis  actions,  too,  have  been  signal  and 
illustrious,  and  entitle  him  to  the  highest  honors 
and  rewards,  instead  of  disgrace  and  imprisou- 

The  anger  of  Musui,  however,  was  not  U>  be 
appeased  ;  and  he  trusted  to  justify  his  measures 
by  dispatching  missives  to  the  caliph,  complain- 
ing of  the  insubordination  of  Taric,  and  his  rash 
and  headlong  conduct.  The  result  proved  the 
wisdom  of  the  caution  given  by  Magued.  In  the 
cwurse  of  a  little  while  Muza  received  a  humili- 
ating letter  from  the  caliph,  ordering  him  to  re- 
store Taric  to  the  command  of  the  soldiers 
"  whom  he  had  ao  gloriously  conducted  ;  "  and 
not  to  render  useless  "  one  of  the  best  swords  in 
Islam !  ■■ ' 

It  is  thus  the  envious  man  brings  humiliation 
and  reproach  upon  himself,  in  endeavoring  to  de- 
grade a  raeritorioua  rival.  When  the  tidings 
>  CoDde,  pt.  1.  c  IS. 
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came  of  the  justice  rendered  liy  the  caliph  to  the 
merits  of  the  vetefan,  there  was  general  joy 
throughout  the  army,  and  Muza  reLid  in  the 
eniiliog  conntenancea  of  every  one  aronnd  him  n 
WTere  censure  upon  bis  conduct.  He  concealed.  - 
hDwever,  his  deep  humiliation,  and  affected  to 
obey  the  orders  of  his  sovereign  with  great 
aLtcrity ;  he  released  Taric  from  prison,  feasted 
him  at  hia  own  table,  and  then  publicly  n^placed 
him  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  The  array  re- 
ceived its  favorite  veteran  with  shouts  of  joy,  and 
celebrated  with  rejoicings  the  reconciliation  of 
the  couimandera ;  but  the  shouts  of  the  soldiery 
were  abhorrent  to  the  ears  of  Maza. 


CHAPTEK  XU. 


ffS^^IIE  Jisi^ensions,  which  for  a  time  had 
rK  ^fl  di^tnicled  the  conquering  armj,  being 
jlJJ.lw^  npp<:iise<l,  and  the  ArHbian  generals 
being  apparently  once  more  reconciled,  Mukb,  aa 
com  mil  iider- in-chief,  proceeded  lo  complete  the 
enterprise  hy  subjugating  the  northern  parts  of 
Spain.  The  SHiue  expeditious  mode  of  conquest 
that  had  been  siigaciously  adopted  by  Taric  was 
still  pursued.  The  troops  were  lightly  armed, 
and  fi-eed  from  every  superfluous  incambrance. 
Each  horseman,  beside  his  arms,  carried  a.  timdl 
Back  of  proviaions,  a  copper  ressel  in  which  lo 
cook  them,  and  a  skin  which  aerved  him  for  sur- 
coal  and  for  bed.  The  infantry  carried  nothing 
but  their  arms.  To  each  regiment  or  squadron 
WM  allowed  a  limited  number  of  aumpler-mules 
and  attendants,  barely  enough  lo  carry  their 
neoesf^ary  baggage  and  supplies ;  nothing  was 
permitted  that  could  needlessly  diminish  the 
number  of  fighting  men,  delay  iheir  rapid  move- 
ments, or  consume  their  provisions.  Strict  or- 
ders were  again  issaed,  prohibiting,  od  pain  of 
death,  all  plunder  excepting  the  camp  of  an 
enemy,  or  cities  given  up  to  pillage.' 
'  Ooadc,  pt.  1.  c  U 
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The  armies  now  took  their  several  lines  of 
insrvb.  TLal  utiilcr  Tarie  departed  tow&rds  the 
uortheasl ;  beating  up  the  country  towards  the 
touroe  of  the  Tagns,  IraTeraing  the  chain  of 
Iberian  or  Airagonian  Mountains,  and  pouring 
down  into  the  plains  and  Fallcjs  watered  hy  the 
Ebro.  It  was  woutlerfnl  to  see,  in  so  brief  ii 
space  of  time,  such  a  vast  ain3  difficult  connlry 
penetrated  and  subdued,  and  the  invading  arjny, 
tike  an  inundating  Hood,  pouring  its  streams  into 
the  most  remote  recesses. 

While  Taric  was  thus  sweeping  the  country 
to  the  norllieast,  Muzn  departed  in  an  opposite 
direction;  yet  purposing  to  mtict  him,  and  to 
join  their  Forces  in  the  north.  Bending  liis 
conree  wesCwardly,  he  made  a  circuit  behind  the 
mountains,  and  then,  advancing  into  the  open 
country,  displayed  \ni  banners  before  Salamanca, 
which  surrendered  without  resistance.  From 
hence  he  continued  on  towards  Astorga,  receiving 
the  terriljed  submission  of  the  land ;  then  turning 
op  the  Valley  of  the  Douro,  lie  ascended  the 
course  of  that  famous  river  towards  the  cast ; 
croesed  the  Sierra  de  Moucayo,  and,  arriving  on 
the  bonks  of  tlie  Ebro,  marched  down  alotig  its 
Itream,  until  he  appi-oached  the  strong  city  of 
SaragossH,  the  citadel  of  all  that  part  of  Spain. 
In  this  plac^hail  taken  refuge  many  of  ttie  most 
valiant  of  the  Gothic  warriors  —  the  remnants  of 
Hnnies,  and  fugitives  from  conquered  cities.  It 
was  one  of  the  last  rallying- points  of  the  land. 
When  Muza  arrived,  Taric  had  already  been  for 
•ome  time  before  the  place,  laying  close  siege ; 
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Ilie  iiihnbitaiils  were  pressed  hy  fiiinitie,  and  had 
snffered  great  losses  in  repeated  conibals ;  but 
Ihei'C  wns  a  spirit  and  obstinacy  Ju  their  resist- 
nnce  surpassing  anything  that  had  yet  been  wit- 
iieAseil  by  the  invaders. 

Mii)^a  DOW  tuok  commatid  of  the  siege,  and 
oi'derod  a  general  aaaault  upon  the  walla.  The 
Mo.ileins  planted  their  scaling  -  ladders,  and 
mounted  with  (heir  accustomed  intrepidity^  but 
were  vigorously  resisted  \  nor  could  all  their 
eSbrts  obtain  them  a  footing  upon  the  baltle- 
ments.  While  Ihey  were  thus  assailing  the 
walls,  Count  Julian  ordered  a  heap  of  combusti- 
bles to  be  placed  against  one  of  the  gates,  and 
Bet  on  fire.  Tlie  inhabitants  attempted  in  vain, 
from  the  barbican,  to  extinguish  the  flam  en. 
They  burned  so  fiercely  that  in  a  litile  while 
the  gate  Fell  from  the  hinges.  Count  Julian  gal- 
loped inh)  the  city,  mounted  upon  a  powerful 
charger,  himself  and  his  steed  idl  covered  with 
mail.  He  was  followed  by  three  hundred  of  his 
partisans,  and  supported  by  Magued  the  rene- 
gade, with  a  troop  of  horse. 

The  inhabitants  disputed  every  street  and  pub- 
lic square ;  they  made  Imrriers  of  dead  bodies. 
fighting  behind  these  ramparts  of  their  slaugh- 
tered countrymen.      Every  window  and  roof  was 


filled    with    combatants ;    the 


children  joined  iu  the  desperate  fight,  throwing 
nissiles  of  all  kinds,  and  scnld- 


down  stones  a 


The  battle  raged  until  the  hour  of  veapers, 
when  Ihe  principal  inhabitants  held  a  parley,  and 
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cspitaUled  for  a  surrender.  Muza  had  been  in- 
censed at  their  obstinalo  TeisinlHiioe,  which  UmA 
cost  the  Uvea  of  so  mniiy  of  liis  aoliliers ;  he 
knew,  also,  that  in  the  city  were  collected  the 
riches  of  manj  of  the  towns  of  easlern  Spain. 
He  demanded,  therefore,  beside  the  aenal  terms, 
A  heavy  nuni  lo  bo  paid  down  by  the  citizens, 
called  the  eontrihutiun  of  blood ;  as  by  this  they 
redeemed  ilieni.ielves  from  the  edge  of  the 
Bword.  The  people  were  obliged  to  comply. 
They  collected  all  the  jewels  of  ihcir  richest 
familiea,  and  all  the  ornaments  of  tlieir  temples, 
and  liud  them  at  the  feet  of  Muza ;  and  placed 
in  his  power  many  of  iheir  noblest  youths  aa 
hostages.  A  strong  garrison  was  then  appointed, 
and  thns  the  fierce  city  of  Saiagossa  was  subdued 
to  lli^.  yoke  of  the  conqueror. 

The  Arab  generals  pursued  their  conquests 
even  to  the  fool  of  the  Pyrenees  ;  Taric  then  de- 
scended along  the  course  of  the  Ebro,  and  con- 
liuued  along  the  Mediterranean  coast ;  subduing 
the  famous  city  of  Valencia,  with  its  rich  and 
beautiful  domains,  and  carrying  the  success  of 
bis  ariDB  even  lo  Deiiia. 

Maza  nnderlook  with  his  host  a  wider  range 
of  oonquest.  He  overcame  the  cities  of  Barcelona, 
Gerona,  and  others  that  lay  on  the  skirts  of  the 
eastern  mouutaiiia ;  thencroasing  into  the  land  of 
the  Franks,  be  captured  the  city  of  Narbonne  — 
in  a  temple  of  which  he  found  seven  equestrian 
images  of  silver,  which  be  brought  off  as  trophies 
of  his  victory.^     Returning  iuto  Spain,  he  scoured 
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its  northern  regions  along  Gallicia  mid  the  As* 
tanas ;  pnued  Iriumplioiilly  thraugli  LusitaDia, 
nnd  ariivcd  once  mare  i[i  Andalusia,  coveied 
with  laurels  and  enriched  with  immciiBe  spoils. 
ThoB  was  completed  the  subjugation  of  unhappy 
Spain.  All  its  cilies,  and  fortruases,  and  strong- 
holds,  were  in  llie  hands  of  the  Samceus,  except- 
ing some  of  the  wild  mountain  trscts  [hat  borderetl 
the  Atlantic  nad  extended  towards  the  north. 
Here,  then,  tlie  story  of  the  conquest  might  con- 
clude, but  thai  the  indefatigitble  chronicler.  Fray 
Anionio  Agupida,  goes  on  to  record  the  fete  of 
those  persons  who  were  most  renowned  in  the 
enterprise.  We  shall  follow  his  steps,  and  avail 
ourselves  of  his  informaliou,  laboriously  (»Ilected 
from  various  sources ;  and,  truly,  the  story  of 
each  of  the  autora  in  this  great  historical  drama 
bears  with  it  Its  striking  moral,  and  is  full  of  ad- 
monition and  instruction. 


CHAPTER  XUl. 


1  SHmoBcus.  —  Receplioa 


I 


I  FIE  heart  oF  Mu7ji  ben  Nosier  was  now 
liflei]  up,  for  he  eoiisidered    hi9  glory 

complete.     He  held  a  sn^ay  that  might 

have  gratitied  the  umbilion  of  the  proudest  sov- 
ereign, for  all  western  Africa  and  the  newl;  ac- 
i|nired  peninsula  of  Spain  were  obedient  to  his 
rule;  and  he  was  renowned  Ihroughout  all  the 
lands  of  Islam  as  the  great  conqueror  of  the 
West.  But  Eiudden  humiliiiliun  awAJteil  him  in 
the  very  moment  of  liia  highest   Iriuiuph. 

NotwilhstHnding  the  outward  reconciliatiou  of 
HuEH  and  Taric,  a  deep  and  implacable  hostility 
nntinned  tn  exist  between  them  ;  and  each  had 
busy  partisans  who  distracted  the  armies  by  their 
feuds.  Letters  were  incessantly  dispatched  to 
Damascus  by  either  party,  exalting  the  merits  of 
their  own  leader  and  decrying  his  riv«l.  Taric 
was  represented  as  rash,  arbitrary,  and  prodigal, 
and  OS  injuring  the  discipline  of  the  array,  by 
Mmetimes  treating  it  with  extreme  rigor  and  at 
Other  times  giving  way  to  licentiousness  and  pro- 
(uHOn.  Muzn  was  lauded  ua  prudent,  sagacious, 
dignified,  and  systematic  in  his  dealings,  The 
Mends  of  Taric,  on  the  other  hand,  represented 
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him  ns  brave,  generous,  and  high-minded  ;  scru- 
puloiis  in  reserving  lo  hia  sovereign  his  rightful 
share  of  the  Hpoila,  but  distributing  the  rest 
bounteously  atnung  bis  soldiers,  and  thus  increas- 
ing their  rtlncrity  in  the  service.  "  Muza,  on  the 
contrary,"  Buid  they,  "  is  grasping  and  insntiable ; 
he  levies  intolerable  contributions  and  collects  im- 
mense treasure,  btit  sweeps  it  all  into  his  own 
coffers," 

The  caliph  was  at  length  wearied  out  by  these 
oomplainls,  itnd  feared  that  the  safety  of  Ihe  cauM 
might  be  endangered  by  the  dissea^ions  of  the 
rival  generals.  He  sent  letters,  therefore,  order- 
ing them  to  leave  suitable  persons  in  charge  of 
their  several  commands,  and  appear,  forthmth, 
before  bim  at  Damascus. 

Such  was  the  greeting  from  his  sovereign  that 
awaited  Muza  on  his  return  from  the  conquest  of 
northern  Spain,  It  was  a  grievous  blow  lo  a 
man  of  his  pride  and  ambition  ;  but  he  prepared 
instantly  to  obey.  He  returned  to  Cordova,  col- 
lecting by  Ihe  way  all  the  treasures  he  had  de- 
posited in  variou:!  places.  At  that  city  he  called 
a  meeting  of  his  principal  oIBcers,  and  of  the 
leadera  of  the  faction  of  apostate  Christians,  and 
made  them  all  do  homage  to  liis  son  Abdalaais, 
as  emir  or  governor  of  Spain.  He  gave  this 
favorite  son  much  sage  advice  for  the  reguhition 
of  his  conduct,  and  left  with  him  his  oephew, 
Ayub,  a  man  greatly  honored  by  the  Moslems  for 
his  wisdom  and  discretion  ;  exhorting  Abdalasis 
to  consult  him  on  all  occasions,  and  consider  him 
as  his  bosom  counselor.     He  made  a  parting  ad- 
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dress  lo  his  adhereats,  full  of  cheerful  coufiileniK ; 
assuring  them  that  he  would  aoon  relura,  loaded 
with  new  fnvorii  and  honors  by  his  sovereign,  and 
enabled  to    reward    thcni  all    for   their    faithful 


When  Klaza  sallied  forlh  from  Cordova,  to  re- 
pair to  Damascus,  his  ciivnJagada  appeared  like 
the  sumptuous  pageant  of  some  orieulal  poteu' 
late ;  for  b«  had  numerous  guards  aud  attendaiits 
spleodidly  armed  and  arrayed,  together  tvith  four 
hundred  hostages,  who  were  youthful  cavaliers 
of  the  noblest  families  of  the  Giuthj,  and  a  great 
DDinber  of  captives  of  both  sexes,  chosen  for  their 
be&nty,  aud  intended  as  presents  for  the  oaLipb. 
Then  there  was  a  vast  traiu  of  beasta  of  burden, 
laden  with  the  plunder  of  Spalu ;  for  he  took  with 
him  all  the  wealth  be  had  collected  in  his  oon- 
qnesta,  Olid  all  the  share  that  had  been  set  apart 
for  hifl  sovereign.  With  this  display  of  trophies 
aud  spoils,  showing  the  magniScence  of  (he  land 
be  had  conquered,  he  looked  forward  with  con- 
fideoce  to  silence  the  culunmies  of  his  foes. 

As  he  traversed  the  valley  of  the  Gaudolquivir 
he  oHen  turned  aud  loolced  back  wistfully  upon 
Cordova  ;  and,  at  the  distance  of  a  lengne,  when 
about  to  lose  sight  of  it,  he  checked  his  steed 
upon  the  summit  of  a  hill,  and  gazed  for  a  long 
time  upon  its  palaces  aud  towers.  "  0  Cordova  1 " 
exclaimed  he,  "  great  and  glorious  art  thou  among 
dliet,  and  abundant  in  all  delights.  With  grief 
and  sorrow  do  I  part  from  thee,  for  sure  I  am  it 
would  give  me  length  of  days  to  abide  within  ihy 
pleasuut    walls!"     When  he   had  utleruJ  these 
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woi^,  say  the  Arabian  uhroDicles,  he  resumed 
his  wayfaring  ;  but  his  eyes  were  bent  upon  the 
ground,  and  frequeut  siglis  bespoke  (he  heaviuess 
of  Ilia  heart. 

Embarking  at  Cadi*,  he  passed  over  to  Africa 
with  ail  his  people  and  efTects,  to  reflate  his 
government  in  that  country.  He  divided  the 
command  between  his  sons,  Abdelola  and  Meruan, 
leaving  the  Tormer  in  Tangier  and  the  latter  in 
.Cairvan.  Tliiis  having  secured,  aa  he  thought, 
tlie  power  and  proi^perity  of  his  family,  by  placing 
all  his  sons  ns  his  lieutenants  in  the  country  he 
had  conquered,  he  departed  for  Syina,  bearing 
with  him  the  sumptuous  spoils  of  the  West. 

Wtile  Muia  was  thus  disposing  of  his  cora- 
maods,  and  moving  eumbrously  under  the  weight 
of  wealth,  the  veteran  Taric  was  more  speedy 
and  alert  in  obeying  the  summons  of  the  caliph. 
He  knew  the  importance,  where  complaints  were 
to  be  heard,  of  behig  first  in  presence  of  the 
judge  ;  besides,  he  was  ever  ready  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning,  and  had  nothing  to  impede 
him  in  his  movements.  The  spoils  he  had  made 
in  his  conquests  had  either  been  shared  among 
his  soldiers,  or  yielded  up  to  Miiza,  or  squandered 
away  with  open-handed  profusion.  He  ap- 
peiired  in  Syria  with  a  small  train  of  war-worn 
Ibllowers,  and  had  no  other  trophies  to  show  than 
his  battered  armor  and  a  body  seamed  with  scarv. 
He  was  received,  however,  with  rapture  by  the 
multitude,  who  crowded  to  behold  one  of  those 
conquerors  of  the  West,  whose  wonderful  achieve- 
ments  were   the   theme  "f  every   tongue. 


e.     They        M 
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ki»  lacrA.  sanbunt  fbatarae,  ■■:d  fau  acaltwd  e7«. 

-AO  baiL"  cried  tber,  -^  lo  tke  Smml  oT  JdM. 

tbc  lerror  of  the  unbdieTcrs  I     Behold  tfae  tme 

modiEl  ai  a  mTriar.  arhu  c 

far  BDtight  ttul  gloT}-  ? " 

TWric  WM  gracionalj  nuBived  I7  die  (al^ih, 

wlw  a^ed  ddinga  of  hu  Tietories.  He  gave  » 
■oldMF-Iike  Bceonoi  of  bis  aetioni.  frank  and 
fun,  witfaonl  an;  fdgned  mtidesl^.  jet  witbnnt 
raingloiy.  **  Oonunander  of  the  FaithfaL,"  uid 
be,  **  I  bring  thee  no  nlrer,  dot  gold,  nor  prv- 
iMMg  slonee,  nor  oqitira,  for  <rii&l  Bpoils  I  did 
not  abare  wiib  niT  aoldiere  I  gare  up  to  Uum  aa 
mj  CDitmiatider.  Bow  I  bavt-  mndacled  mj^elf 
tbe  boaorable  warriors  of  ibj  boat  wltl  tdl  tbee : 
■ay,  let  our  euemi^.  Ilie  CliristiKna.  be  asked  if  I 
have  «Ter   abotm  mjself  cowardly,  cir  CTBel   or 


"  Wbftt  kind  rf  people  arc  these  Christians  ? " 
demanded  tbe  ealipb. 

■*  TTie  Spaniards,"  replied  Tnric.  "are  lions  ic 
their  castles,  eagles  in  tlieir  saddles,  but  mtre 
women  wben  on  fool.  When  viuiquished  thej 
Caeape  like  goats  to  the  mountains,  for  thty  need 
not  see  tbe  gronad  thej  tread  on." 

"  And  teU  me  of  llie  Moore  of  Barbarj." 

•^  Tbey  are  like  Arabs  in  the  fierceness  and 
dexleritj  of  their  attacks  aai  in  their  kiioickdge 
of  Uie  Btrata^ms  of  war  ;  they  resemble  them, 
too,  in  feature,  in  fortitude,  and  bospilality  ;  but 
tbejr  HIV  tbe  moat  perfidious  pi-oplc  upon  eartb, 
and  never  regard  promifc  or  pligbied  faith." 


192 


THE  SUBJUGATION  OF  SPAIN. 


^ 


"  And  the  people  of  Afrniic  ;  wbat  sayest  ihni 
of  them  ?  " 

"  Tbey  are  infinite  in  number,  rapid  in  the  on- 
Bet,  fierce  in  buttle,  but  confused  aud  beadlang  in 
flight." 

"  And  how  fared  it  with  thee  among  these 
people  ?     Did  they  sometiiuen  vanquish  thee  ?  " 

"  Never,  by  Alliili ! "  cried  Taric,  with  honest 
warmth  ;  never  did  a  banner  of  mine  fly  the 
£eld.  Though  the  enemy  were  two  to  one,  mj 
Moslems  never  shunned  the  combat !  " 

The  caliph  was  well  pleased  with  the  martial 
bluntuess  of  the  veteran,  and  showed  him  great 
honor  ;  and  wherever  Toric  appeared  he  was  the 
idol  of  the  populace. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


^^ailORTLT  after  the  arrival  of  Tnric  el 
^£^^  Tuurlo  at  Damascus,  the  caliph  feU 
T-SS^  H;iiigerou$ly  ill,  msomuch  Ihnt  his  life 
wui  dt^p^ired  of.  Duriug  hU  illness,  tidings 
were  brought  thai  Miiza  ben  Nosier  had  entered 
Syria  with  a  viu'it  cavalcade,  hearing  all  the 
riches  Hud  trophies  gained  in  (he  weBtern  con- 
quests. NovF  Sutciman  ben  Abdelmelec,  brother 
to  the  caliph,  was  aaccessor  to  the  throne,  and  he 
9nw  that  his  brother  had  not  long  to  live,  and 
wished  to  grace  the  com  men  cement  of  h'm  reign 
b]r  this  triumphant  display  of  the  spoils  of  Chrie- 
Usiidum  ;  he  sent  messengera.  therefore,  to  Bluza. 
saying.  "  The  culipL  is  ill  luid  caanot  receive 
ihee  at  present ;  I  pray  thee  tarry  on  the  road 
aolil  his  recovery."  MuEa,  however,  paid  uo  at- 
tention to  the  messages  of  Suleiman,  but  rather 
hastened  hi^  march  to  arrive  before  ihe  death  of 
the  caliph.  And  Suleiman  treasured  up  his  con- 
duct in  Ilia  heart. 

Uaea  entered  the  city  in  a  kind  of  triumph, 
with  a  long  train  of  horses  and  mules  and  camels 
laden  with  Ireoaure,  and  with  the  four  hundred 
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aoDs  of  Gothic  nobiea  as  boalage?,  each  (]e(x>i'&led 
with  a  diadein  and  a  girdle  of  gold  ;  and  with  one 
htiudred  Christian  danisela,  whose  bettuty  dazzled 
ftll  btiholdei'S.  As  he  pitssed  through  [he  streels 
he  ordered  purses  of  gold  to  be  thrown  amoag 
[he  populitce,  who  rent  the  air  with  acclamations. 
"  Behold,"  cried  they,  "  llie  veritable  conqueror 
of  the  unbelievers !  Behold  the  true  model  of  a 
conqueror,  who  brings  home  wealth  to  his  conn- 
tiy  !  "  And  they  heaped  beuedicciuns  on  the  head 
of  Muza. 

The  Caliph  Waled  Almanzor  rose  IVoin  his 
couch  of  illness  lo  receive  the  emir,  who,  when 
he  repaired  to  the  paluce,  filled  one  of  iia  great 
courts  with  ti'euauics  of  all  kinds  ;  the  balls,  too, 
were  thronged  with  youthful  hostages,  magnifi- 
cently attired,  and  with  Christian  damsels,  lovely 
as  the  houris  of  paradise.  When  the  caliph  de- 
manded an  account  of  the  conquest  of  Spain,  he 
gave  il  with  great  eloquence;  but,  in  describing 
the  various  victories,  he  made  no  mention  of  llie 
name  of  Taric,  but  spoke  as  if  everything  bad 
been  efiected  by  hiniseli'.  He  then  presented  the 
spoils  of  ihu  Christians  as  if  they  had  been  all 
laken  by  his  own  hands  ;  niid  when  he  delivered 
to  the  caliph  the  miraculous  table  of  Solomon,  he 
dwelt  with  nuimation  on  the  virtues  of  that  in- 
estimithle  tulismaji. 

Upon  this,  Taric,  who  was  present,  could  no 
lunger  hold  his  peace.  "  Commander  of  the 
Fiiithful,"  Sttid  he,  "  examine  this  precimis  (able, 
if  nuy  part  be  wanting."  The  caliph  examined 
the  table,  which  was  composed  of  a  single  eme- 
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ruld,  and  he  found  that  oue  foot  tvas  supplied  \iy  a 
foot  of  gold.  The  aiiiph  (urntd  to  Muza  mid 
said,  "  Where  is  the  other  foot  of  the  table  ? " 
Uttza  miewered,  "  I  kuow  uot ;  one  foot  was 
wanting  when  it  came  into  my  hands."  Upon 
this,  Taric  drew  frani  beneath  his  robe  a  foot  of 
emerald  of  like  workman !>liip  to  ihe  others,  and 
fitting  exactly  to  the  table,  "  Beliold,  O  Coro- 
Buader  of  the  Faithful  1  "  cried  he,  a  proof  of 
(be  real  finder  of  the  table  ;  and  au  is  it  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  spoils  exhibited  by  Muisa  aa 
trophies  of  his  achieve meuts.  It  whs  T  who 
gained  them,  and  who  captured  the  cities  in  which 
ihey  were  found.  If  you  waut  proof,  dfniHud  of 
these  Christian  cavaliers  here  present,  most  of 
trliom  I  captured ;  demand  of  those  Moatem 
WMTiors  who  aided  me  in  my  battles." 

Muza  was  conlounded  for  a  muraent,  bill  at- 
tempted to  viudicate  himself.  "I  spake,"  said 
he,  ■•  OS  the  chief  of  your  armies,  under  whose 
orders  and  banners  this  coiiqueat  was  achieved. 
The  actions  of  the  soldier  are  the  actions  of  the 
commander.  In  a  great  victory  it  is  not  sup- 
poeed  that  the  chLcf  of  the  army  takes  ali  Ihe 
captives,  or  kills  all  the  slaiu.  or  gathers  all  the 
booty,  though  all  are  enumerated  in  the  recoi'dK 
of  his  triumph."  The  ciiliph,  however,  wan 
wroth,  and  heeded  uot  his  words.  "  Yoii  liuve 
vaunted  your  own  deserts,"  said  he,  '■  and  have 
forgotten  the  deserts  of  others ;  nay,  you  have 
sought  to  debase  another  who  hus  loyally  served 
his  Bovcreign ;  the  reward  of  your  envy  and 
covrtuusness  be  upon  your  bead  I "     So  saying, 
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he  bestowed  a.  grent  part  of  the  spoils  upou  Taric 
and  the  other  chiefs,  but  gave  nothing  to  Muza ; 
niid  the  veteran  retired  amidBt  the  sueeM  and 
inurmiira  of  those  present. 

Id  a  few  days  the  Caliph  Waled  died,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother  Suleiman,  The  nevr 
sovereign  cherished  deep  resenttneat  agaiitst 
Muza  for  having  pre»ieut«d  himself  at  court 
contrary  to  his  command,  and  he  listened  readily 
to  the  calumnies  of  his  enemies  — for  Muza  had 
been  loo  illustrious  in  his  deedn  not  to  have  many 
enemies.  Ail  now  took  courage  when  they  found 
he  was  out  of  favor,  and  they  heaped  slanders  on 
hie  head;  chaining  him  with  embezzling  much 
of  the  share  of  the  booty  belonging  to  the  sove- 
reign. The  new  caliph  lent  a  willing  ear  to  the 
accusation,  and  commanded  him  to  render  up  all 
that  he  had  pillaged  from  Spain.  The  loss  of 
his  riches  might  have  been  borne  with  fortitude 
by  Muzn,  but  the  stigma  upon  his  fame  filled  his 
heart  with  bitterness.  "I  have  been  a  faithful 
servant  to  the  throne  from  my  youth  upwards," 
said  he,  "  and  now  am  I  degraded  in  ray  old  age. 
I  core  not  for  wealth,  I  core  not  for  life,  but  let 
me  not  be  deprived  of  that  honor  which  Gad  has 
bestowed  upon  me !  " 

The  caliph  waa  still  more  exasperated  at  his 
repining,  and  stripped  him  of  his  commandB,  con- 
fiscated his  effects,  fined  him  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pegania  at  gold,  and  ordered  that  he  should 
be  scourged  and  exposed  to  the  noontide  sun,  and 
afterwai'ds  thrown  into  prison.'  The  populace, 
>  Conilfl,  pt.  1,  c.  17. 
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■iw,  reviled  and  ecoSed  at  liim  in  fais  raiser;, 
ud  as  'hej  beheld  him  led  forlh  to  the  f>iil>lic 
gaze,  and  fainling  in  the  auu,  thej  poiuled  eX  him 
with  derision,  atid  exclaimed,  "  Behold  the  ciivi- 
DUB  man  and  the  impostor :  (his  is  he  who  prc- 
letided  to  hare  conquered  tlie  Iiiiid  of  ihe  iiiibi-- 


JHILE    these   e 
Syrin,  the  yoi 
I  of  Muza,  remained  as  erair  or  goveraor   ■ 
He  was  of  a  generous  and  benignant   ! 
diBposiiion,  but   lie  was  open  and  confiding,  nud 
easily  led  away  by  tbe  o])inioiis  of  those  he  loved. 
Forluoately  bis  father  liad  left  with  him,  as  a 
bosom  counselor,  the  discreet  Ayub,  the  nepbenr 
of  Muza ;  aided  by  his  advice,  he  for  some  time 
admiuislei'ed    the    public    nfTairs    prudently   and 
proB  porously. 

Not  long  after  tlie  departure  of  his  father,  he 
received  a  letter  from  him,  written  while  on  bis 
journey  to   Syria;   it   was   lo  the   following   pnr- 

"  Beloved  son ;  honor  of  thy  lineage ;  Allah 
guard  thee  from  all  harm  and  peril  I  Listen  to 
the  words  of  tby  fiitber.  Avoid  all  treachery, 
though  it  should  promise  great  advantage,  and 
trust  not  in  him  who  counsels  it,  even  though  lie 
should  be  a  brother.  Tlie  company  of  traitors 
put  far  from  tbec  ;  for  liow  canst  thou  be  certain 
thai  he  who  has  proved  fiilse  to  others  will  prove 
iroe  lo  ihee?  Beware,  0  my  son,  of  the  seduc- 
tious  of  love>     It  is  an  idle  passion,  which  en- 


I 
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Teebles  itie  heart  and  blinds  thp  jtidgmeci ;  it 
renders  the  mightj  weak,  and  makes  slave?  of 
pnoces.  If  thon  Bhoaldst  discover  aiiy  foible  of 
a  vidoua  kind  spriaging  ap  in  Ihjr  nature,  pla«k 
it  forth,  whatever  pang  it  cost  thee.  Every 
error,  while  new,  may  easily  be  weeded  out,  bat 
if  snfiered  to  take  root,  it  flonrisbcs  and  bears 
eeed,  and  produces  fruit  an  hnndred-fold.  Fol- 
low these  counsels.  O  son  of  my  affections,  and 
lliou  ehalt  live  secure." 

Abdalasis  meditated  upon  this  letter,  for  some 
part  of  it  seemed  to  contain  a  mystery  which  he 
could  not  comprehend-  He  called  to  him  his 
tmisin  and  oonnselor.  the  discreel  Ayub.  "  What 
meaii!<  my  father,"  said  he,  **  in  cautioning  me 
agaiuEl  treachery  and  treason  ?  Doc»  be  lliink 
my  DHlure  so  base  thai  it  could  descend  to  8uch 
nteans?" 

Ayub  read  the  letter  attentively.  "  Tliy 
lather,"  said  he,  "  would  put  tbee  on  thy  gunrd 
agaiuBt  the  traitors  Julian  and  Oppat,  and  iliose 
of  their  party  who  surround  ihee.  Whal  love 
caosE  tbon  expect  from  men  who  hav>.'  been  un- 
natural to  their  kindred,  and  what  Ii>yaltj-  from 
wretches  who  luive  betrayed  their  coitiiiry  ?" 

Abdalasis  was  stitisfied  with  tlie  iiiI<.-rprC'lntion, 
sod  he  acted  accordingly.  He  had  long  lonllied 
all  commtinion  with  these  men,  for  ihci'c  is 
nothing  which  the  open,  ingeouourt  nature  so 
much  abhors  as  duplicity  and  treason.  Policy, 
too,  DO  longer  required  their  agency ;  they  had 
rendered  their  infamous  sei^ice,  and  hud  no 
Iwger  a  country  to  betray ;  bat  they  might  turn 
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aud  betraj'  [lieir  employers.  AbJalnsia,  there* 
fur«,  removed  tliem  to  u  dislauco  froio  his  couil, 
&nd  plauud  them  in  silualiooa  where  (hey  could 
do  no  harni,  und  he  warned  his  commanders  from 
being  ill  iiny  wise  iuflueneed  by  their  counsels  or 
ftided  by  their  anna. 

He  now  confided  entirely  in  bis  Arabian 
troops,  and  in  the  Moorish  squadrons  from 
Afrieii.  and  with  their  aid  he  compleied  Ihe  con- 
quest of  Lusitania  to  the  ultimate  parts  of  tlie 
Algarbe,  or  wesi,  eveu  to  the  shores  of  the  great 
Ocean  sea.'  From  hence  he  sent  his  generals 
to  overrun  all  those  vast  and  rugged  sierras, 
which  rise  like  ramparts  along  the  ocean  borders 
of  the  peninsula ;  and  they  carried  the  standard 
of  Islain  iu  triumph  even  to  tlic  Mountains  of 
Biscay,  collecting  all  maimer  of  precious  spoil. 

"  It  is  uot  enough,  0  Altdalusls,"  $aid  Ayub, 
*"  that  we  conquer  and  rule  this  country  with  tJie 
sword  ;  if  we  wish  our  dominion  lo  be  secure, 
we  iinul  cullivute  the  arts  of  peace,  and  study  to 
secure  the  eonlidence  and  promote  the  welfare  of 
llie  people  wo  have  conquereil."  Abdalnais  rel- 
ished counsel  which  accorded  so  well  with  bis 
owu  beueficetil  nature.  He  endeavored,  therefore, 
to  allay  the  ferment  and  coufusion  of  the  conquesl ; 
fiirbude.  under  rigorous  punishment,  all  wanton 
spoil  or  oppression,  aud  protected  the  native  in- 
habitants iu  the  enjoy  meat  aiid  cultivation  of  their 

1  Alg>rb«.  orAlgvbia,  io  Araltic  iignifiea  Ibe  wnt,  u  Ai- 
"m  ii  the  eiut.  AlgaSa  the  nonJi,  uid  Aquibli  the  south. 

explain  nmu  of  the  gtagnphical  niiuei  on 

:li  Are  of  Anbiin  (rrtgin. 


t  najooATiof!  or  bpaia 


L.  ^i  the  fmimBt  al  all  ohb&i 


|N««^Muiij.  and  ^Mtbered  iritiumi  vkiuuBu. 
•  be  isitli&lij  collDeutd.  ud 
tsOa»  by  fntUac  officen'   >fip<nnttKj 

b^  IBU  depntier  to  liaaiascii?  ti<  be  laid 
e  ftn  nf  tbe  ealii^  :  noi  a^  tin;  B|>oii^  of  u 
nhed  emnuy.  but  af  the  peaoeiul  irojditee 
-■iMh  wJiniiiwieiBJ  gnTemmeiiL. 
he  MRBHKiii  faeni  of  WBdikt  tulvenmreiv  ll*r 
,  gns  oS  tbe  eword.  wiui  had  tLruugad  ti> 
n  far  xite  porpoHt  uf  istii^  luid  rui>ine.  wne 
al  behif  Ibtte  idie^ed  in  Umir  caravr, 
rt  wiii^  Ibe  rags  nf  temn-  ami  rialtaioe 
Bg  to  a  doae.  VIib]  manner  of  leader  » 
mii  tbejr,  w^  fbrfaidt  as  to  mokt  HpoS  « 
mODia  «f  Uam,  and  lo  enjcr  Uic  land  w« 
y f Lrtt,d from ihe niibelie'TOire ^  'Ili«]iartiwa» 
ifiaa,  ako,  rtinpcreid  their  caloiiuiies.  "  Be- 
*  aaid  die;,  "  «ril]i  «ii*i  kiodnss  lit  nwMS 
of  jo«tr  finlh  ;  aS  die  Okrbtiaw  vbii 
■TIM  ^UDM  jtm.  and  irilbtood  Toar 

nlo  Ifae  kad,  aie  EaTorei]  am)  p(i>IiMt«il  i 
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but  it  18  enough  For  &  Christian  to  hare  befriended 
the  cause  of  the  Moslems  to  be  singles!  out  by 
Abdalasia  for  persecution,  and  to  be  driven  with 
8Com  from  his  preseuce." 

These  ins  in  uat  ions  fenneoled  the  discontent  of 
the  turbuleut  and  rapacious  among  the  Moslems, 
but  all  the  fricuds  of  peace  and  order  and  good 
governmeut  applauded  the  moderation  of  the 
youthful  emir. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

■■\-t6  o(  \lHlalui9  and  Cxilana. 


IBDALASIS  bad  fiied  liis  sent  of  govern- 
mt  ai  Seville,  as  permitling  easy  and 
iquciit  coniniunicalioDs  witii  the  coast 
of  Africa.  Hia  palace  wiis  of  noble  arcbitecture, 
wiib  deligbiful  gitrdcuti  exletiding  to  the  buuks  of 
the  Gauiliilquivir.  In  n  part  of  this  palace 
reaided  muny  of  the  raosl  beautiful  Chrialian 
females,  wlio  were  detained  as  i^aplives.  or  rather 
hoi>IageB,  to  insure  the  trauqaillily  of  the  country. 
Those  who  were  of  noble  rank  were  entertained 
in  luxury  and  mogniScenee ;  slaves  were  appointed 
lo  attend  upon  them,  and  thej  were  arrayed  in 
the  richest  apparel  and  decorated  with  the  moat 
precious  jewels.  Those  of  tender  age  were  taught 
all  graceful  accomplishmenla ;  nnd  even  where 
tasks  were  imposed,  tbey  were  of  the  most  elegant 
and  agreeable  kind.  Thej  embroidered,  they 
iang.  tbey  danced,  and  piissed  their  times  in  pleas- 
ing revelry.  Many  were  lulled  by  this  easy  and 
voluptoouB  existence ;  the  scenes  of  horror  through 
which  they  bad  pa&ied  were  gradually  effaced 
(rom  their  minds,  and  a  desire  was  often  awakened 
of  rendering  themselves  pleasing  in  the  eyea  of 
their  oonqnorors. 


2M         TXe  SCMJCCATtOM  Of  MTAIM. 


■ahwilifMulf  im  tfe  rtpoae  <f  tin  palMx^  nd 
■■  Ifte  Mcietj  of  tftcse  CkvtiM  luiiJili.  He 
w— rfcgJ  MM  ■■■■;  ihem  wfco  e««r  nt  apvtt 
wmi  a^Ae*  jomei  n  Ac  Umo  Mr  iporti  of  bcr 

She  WM  loAj  in  ber  JawtMipr,  Md  Ifa  flthera 
khrrnja  pud  htr  nvtnaee ;  jet  nnw  had  gjren 


dij  ia  Uie  gwdea  <riili  her  ecm^Miuoaa ;  Uwj  had 
adoraed  l&eir  heads  with  flowen,  and  wen  nng- 
ing  Iba  wogi  of  Ihcir  eountrj,  but  she  nt  bj 
bnadf  and  mft.  The  joathfbl  eaiir  was  oMVcd 
bf  her  lean,  and  acoMled  ber  in  genlle  aeeentt. 
•■  O  TairMt  of  women ! "  said  be.  "  wb;  dost  ibou 
weep,  and  wlijr  b  thy  bear!  Iroubled  ?  '  "  Alaa !  ** 
replied  ihc,  "  Lave  I  noi  caoae  to  wee]^  seeJog 
bow  mA  u  toy  coodilioD,  aod  bow  great  tbe 
beighi  from  which  I  have  fallen?  In  me  70U 
behtrfd  the  wretched  Exilona,  but  lately  the  wife 
of  Bodurick  anJ  the  Qneen  of  Spain,  now  a 
c^live  aiiU  a  slave !  "  and,  having  aaid  these 
words,  sht;  cast  her  tijcs  upon  the  earib,  and  her 
team  began  lo  flow  i^resh. 

The  generous  (feelings  of  Abdalasis  were  aroused 
at  the  night  of  beauty  and  royally  in  tears.  He 
gave  orders  ihal  Exilooa  should  be  entertained 
in  a  Btyle  befitting  ber  former  rank  ;  he  appointed 
a  train  of  female  attendants  10  wait  upon  her,  and 
a  guard  of  honor  to  protect  her  from  all  intnuion. 
All  the  lime  that  he  could  spare  from  public  am- 


I 
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passed  in  her  snciety  ;  aiiJ  lie  even 
neglected  his  divan,  and  Bufiiired  his  rounselara 
to  attend  in  Tain,  wliile  he  lingered  iu  the  apart- 
meuta  and  gnrdens  of  the  palace,  listening  to  the 
voice  of  Exilona. 

The  discreet  Ayub  saw  the  iJanger  into  which 
be  waa  foiling.  "  0  Abdalasis,"  said  he,  "  re- 
tnember  the  words  of  thy  father.  '  Beware,  caj 
SOD,'  said  he,  '  of  the  seductions  of  love.  It  ren- 
ders the  mighty  weak,  and  makes  slaves  of 
princes  ! '  "  A  blush  kindled  on  tlie  cheek  of  Ab- 
dalnsifl,  and  lie  was  silent  for  a  moment.  "  Why, " 
said  he,  at  length,  "  do  you  seek  to  charge  me 
with  such  weakness  ?  It  ia  one  thing  to  be  in- 
fftlunled  by  the  charms  of  a  woman,  and  anolber 
to  be  touched  by  her  misfortunes.  It  is  the  duty 
of  my  station  to  console  a  princess  who  has  been 
reduced  to  the  lowest  humiliation  by  the  IriumphB 
of  our  arms.  In  doing  so  I  do  but  lieten  to  the 
dictates  of  true  magnanimity." 

Ayub  was  silent,  but  his  brow  was  clouded, 
and  for  once  Abdalasis  parted  in  discontent  from 
hu  counselor.  In  proportion  as  be  was  dis- 
satisfied with  others  or  with  himself,  he  aougbt 
(be  society  of  Exilona,  for  there  waa  a  charm  in 
her  conversation  that  banished  every  care.  He 
daily  became  mora  and  more  enamored,  and 
Bxilona  gradually  censed  to  weep,  and  began  to 
listen  with  secret  pleasure  to  the  words  of  ber 
Arab  lover.  When,  however,  he  sought  to  urge 
his  passion,  she  recollected  the  light  estimation  in 
whicti  her  sex  was  held  by  the  followers  of  Ma- 
homet, and   assumed    a  countenance  grave  and 
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"  Forluiie,"  said  she,  "  ha»  cast  me  at  th^  Toet ; 
behold  I  am  tliy  captive  and  tlij  spoiL  But 
though  my  puraon  is  in  ihy  power,  my  moul  is  un- 
subdued ;  unJ  kuuw  that,  should  I  lack  force  to 
defend  my  honor,,!  have  re^olutioo  to  wash  out 
all  slaiu  upon  it  with  my  blood.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, ill  thy  courtesy  as  a  cavalier  to  reapect  me 
in  my  revi-rse;s,  rememberiug  what  I  have  been, 
and  that  though  the  crown  has  been  wrested  from 
my  brow,  the  royal  blood  still  warma  within  my 
veius.' 

The  lufly  spirit  of  Exilona,  and  her  proud  re- 
pulae,  served  but  to  increase  the  passion  of  Ab- 
ilHlaaia.  He  besought  her  (o  uuitc  her  destiny 
with  his,  aud  sharo  liis  slate  and  power,  promising 
that  she  should  have  uo  rival  nor  copartner  iu  his 
heart.  Wlia lever  scruples  the  captive  queen 
might  originally  have  felt  to  a  union  with  oue  of 
the  oonquerors  of  her  lo^,  and  an  enemy  of  her 
adopted  faith,  tliey  were  easily  vanquished,  uud 
ahe  became  tlie  bride  of  Abdjihisis.  He  would 
fain  have  persuaded  her  lu  return  to  the  faith  of 
her  fathers ;  but  though  of  Moorish  origin,  uud 
brought  up  in  the  doctrines  of  Islam,  she  was  too 
thorough  a  convert  to  Christianity  to  consent,  aud 
loolied  back  wilb  disgust  upon  a  religion  thai 
admitted  a  plurality  of  wives. 

When  the  sage  Ayub  heard  of  the  resolution 
□f  Abdalasis  t^  espouse  EKilouu  be  was  in  de- 
spair. "  Alas,  my  cousin  !  "  said  lie,  "  wbiil  iu- 
iatuation  possesses  thee  ?     Hast  thou  then  entirely 
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forgotten  ibe  letter  of  thy  father?  '  Beware,  my 
90D,'  said  he, '  of  love  ;  it  is  aa  idle  passion,  which 
eofeebles  liie  heart  nml  blinda  the  ju<lgnieut.' " 
Bui  Abdnlasia  interrupted  him  with  impalieuce. 
"My  fftther,"  said  he,  "  spuke  hut  of  the  blandish- 
menu  of  wanton  love ;  against  these  I  am  secured 
hy  my  virtuous  passion  for  Eitilona." 

Ayub  would  fain  have  impressed  upon  him  the 
dnngcrs  lie  ran  of  awakening  suspicion  in  the 
dUiph,  Bud  discontent  among  the  Moslems,  by 
wedding  the  queen  of  the  conquered  Roderick, 
uid  one  who  was  an  enemy  lo  the  rehgiou  of 
Ualiomet ;  but  the  youthful  lover  only  listened 
lo  his  passion.  Their  nuptials  were  celebrated 
al  Seville  with  great  pomp  and  rejoicings,  and  he 
gnre  bli  bride  the  name  of  Omalisam  ;  that  is  to 
Hty,  she  of  the  precious  jeweb ; '  but  she  con- 
tiuued  to  be  known  among  the  Christiana  by  the 
e  of  ExiloDa. 

CoiMle,  pt.  I.  c  IT. 


CHAPTER    XVU. 

Fntr  of  Abdkluls  mi  ExjIddl  —  UeaUi  oi'  Matt. 

IB^^O.SSKSSION,  instead  of  cooling  the 
ttSKJl  j)iiHsi<jii  uf  AlxiftlasiB,  only  added  to  iu 
Hj^ygl  force ;  lie  becume  blindly  enamored  ot' 
liis  beautiful  bridt;,  tuid  coDSulted  her  will  in  all 
things;  iiiiy,  liuving  lost  all  relish  for  the  advice 
of  ihe  discreet  Ayub,  he  was  even  guided  by  the 
couasels  of  bis  wile  in  tbe  ufikirs  of  govemmeut. 
Kxilona,  unfortunately,  hiul  once  been  a  queen, 
und  she  could  uot  remember  her  regal  glories 
without  regret.  She  buw  that  Abdolasis  had 
great  power  in  the  land,  —  greater  even  thim  had 
been  possessed  by  the  Gothic  kings, — but  she 
i^tisidered  it  its  wanliug  in  true  splendor  until  tiis 
brow  should  be  encircled  with  the  outward  badge 
of  royalty.  One  day  when  tlioy  were  alone  in 
the  palace  of  Seville,  and  the  heart  of  Abdatasis 
was  given  up  to  lendemcss,  she  addresfied  him  in 
fond  yet  timid  accents.  "  Will  not  my  lord  be 
ofTended,"  said  ehe,  '*  if  I  make  au  unwelcome  re- 
quest, ? "  Abdulaais  regarded  her  with  a  smile. 
-  What  const  thou  ask  of  me,  Exilona,"  said  he, 
"  that  it  would  iiol  be  a  happiness  for  me  to 
grant?"  Then  Exilona  produced  a  crown  of 
gold,  sparkling  with  jewels,  which  had  belonged 
to  ihe  king,  Don  Roderick,  and  said,  "  Behold. 
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llnu  art  kiog  iu  authority  i  be  m>  in  thy  outivArd 
There  is  majesty  and  glury  in  n  crown  ;  it 
A  sanctity  to  power."  Tben  putting  the 
ffowD  upon  his  liend,  she  held  h  mirror  before 
a  that  he  might  behold  the  majesty  of  hia  ap- 
irauce.  Abdalnaia  chid  her  fondly,  nnd  put  tliu 
Mown  away  from  him,  but  Exilona  peniJ.tled  in 
^^  T  prajrer.  "  Never,"  aaid  she,  "  has  there  been 
(king  in  Spain  that  did  not  wear  a  crown."  So 
iLbdalasis  suftered  himself  to  be  beguiled  by  the 
■Ddiehmenis  of  his  wife,  and  lo  be  iuvested 
Ih  the  crown  and  sceptre  and  other  aigna  of 

It  is  affirmod  by  luicient  and  discreet  chron- 
I,  that  Abdalasis    oidy    assumed    this    royal 
)  in  the  privacy  of  his  pulac«,  and  to  gratify 
0  fljre  of  bis  youthful  bride  ;  but  where  was  a 
t  erer  confined  within  the  waIIs  of  a  palace? 
assumption  of    the  Inaiguiu  of  the  ancient 
lothic  kings  wns  soon  rumored  nbout,  and  caused 
Im  most  violent  suspicions.     The  Moslems  had 
kready    felt  jealous    of   the  asceudency  of  this 
Mntiful  woman,  and  it  was  now  coniidenlly  as- 
lerted    that  Abilalasis,  won  by   her  persuasions, 
Hil  secretly  turned  ChrisLiuii. 

The  enemies  of  Abdatasis,  those  whose  rapa- 
ioiiB  spirits  had  been  kept  in  check  by  the  be- 
leflcence  of  his  rule,  seized  upon  lhi»  occasion  to 
Tuin  him.  They  sent  letters  to  Damiiscus,  ac- 
cnsiug  him  of  aposlacy,  and  of  an  intention  to 
upon    the    throne    in    right    of    his    wife, 

,    tCfcnn.  ffm-  dft  Aloono  d  Sabia,  p.  S.    Johd  J/ur.  de  Rvb^ 
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Exilooa,  R8  widow  of  tlic  lale  king  Roderick.  It 
waa  added,  that  the  Chriaiinns  were  prepared  lo 
flock  to  hi^  atandanl  aa  the  ooly  means  oC  regaiu- 
ing  ascendency  in  their  counlry. 

These  accusations  arrived  at  Damaacue  jusl 
atter  the  accesaion  of  the  satigainary  Suleiman  to 
the  throne,  and  in  the  height  of  his  persecution 
of  the  unforturiiila  Musa.  The  cnliph  wailed 
for  no  proofs  in  conlirmalion ;  he  immediately 
sent  private  orders  that  Abdalasis  should  be  put 
lo  death,  and  that  the  same  fate  should  be  dealt 
to  his  iwo  brothers  who  governed  in  Africa,  as  a 
sure  means  of  crushing  the  conspiracy  of  this 
ambitious  family. 

The  mandate  for  the  death  of  Abdalaaia  was 
sent  lo  Abhilbar  ben  Obeidah  and  Zeyd  ben 
Nabegat,  both  of  whom  had  been  cherished 
friends  of  Muza,  and  had  lived  in  intimate  favor 
and  (.■ompnnionsbip  with  hia  son.  When  tliey 
read  the  fatal  parchment,  the  scroll  foil  from  their 
trembling  hands.  "  Ctin  such  hoslib'ty  exbt 
against  the  family  of  Muza?"  esclaimed  they. 
"  Is  this  the  reward  for  such  great  and  glorious 
services?"  The  cavaliers  remained  for  some  lirae 
plunged  in  horror  and  consternation.  The  order, 
however,  teas  absolute,  and  lell  them  no  discre- 
tion. "  Allah  is  great,"  said  ihey,  "  and  com- 
mands us  to  obey  our  sovereign."  So  they  pre- 
pared to  execute  the  bloody  mandate  with  the 
blind  fidelity  of  Moslems. 

It  WH«  necessary  lo  proceed  with  caution.  The 
open  anil  magnunimous  character  of  Abdalasis 
bad  won  the  hearts  of  a  great  part  of  the  sot- 


I 


dierj,  and  his  mngnificence  pleased  tlie  ciivuliers 
>Tho  formed  his  guard  ;  it  was  fccLred,  tlierefore, 
ihai  H  saQguinHry  oppoxilion  would  be  mnde  to 
uiy  ntiempt  upon  his  person.  The  rnbble,  bow- 
ever,  bitd  been  imbillered  HgainsI  him  from  his 
hATtug  restrained  thcii-  depredations,  and  because 
lb«y  iLonght  him  an  apostate  in  his  heart,  se- 
creilv  bent  upon  betraying  them  l/i  Ihc  Christians. 
While,  therefore,  the  two  officers  made  vigilant 
diepodlioiis  to  check  any  movement  on  the  part 
of  the  soldiery,  Ibej  let  loose  the  blind  fory  of 
llu-  popalace  by  publishing  the  fuinl  mnndale.  In 
a  moment  the  city  was  in  a  ferment,  and  there 
was  a  ferocious  emulation  who  should  be  first  to 
execote  the  orders  of  the  caliph. 

AbHalasis  viae  at  this  time  at  a  palace  in  the 
mnntry  not  far  from  Seville,  commotiding  a  de- 
liglilful  Tiew  of  [he  fertile  plain  of  the  Goadal- 
qnirir.  ililher  he  was  accustomed  to  retire  from 
the  tniDult  of  the  court,  and  to  pass  his  time 
UDoog  graves  and  fountains  and  the  sweet  repose 
of  gardens,  in  the  society  of  Exilona.  It  was 
the  dawn  of  day,  the  honr  of  early  prayer,  when 
the  furious  populace  arrived  at  this  retreat.  Ab- 
dalasis  was  oSering  up  his  orisons  in  a  small 
moeque  which  he  had  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
aeJgfafaoriug  peasantry.  Exilnna  was  in  a  chapel 
m  the  interior  of  the  palace,  where  her  confessor, 
A  holy  friar,  was  perfonning  mass.  They  were 
botb  stirpriaed  at  their  devotions,  and  dragged 
fortii  by  the  hands  of  the  rabble.  A  few  guards, 
who  attended  nt  the  palace,  would  have  made  de- 
fnuc,  but  they  were  overawed  by  the  sight  of  the 
writUn  maodale  of  the  caliph. 
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The  cHptives  were  borne  in  triumph  lo  Seville. 
All  the  bermHcent  virtues  of  Abdftlasis  were  for- 
gotten ;  nor  htid  Ihc  charma  of  Exilona  any  eSect 
in  soUening  the  henrls  of  ihe  populace.  The 
bratal  eagerness  lo  Hbcd  blood,  which  ^eems  in- 
herent in  human  nature,  was  awakeued  ;  and  woe 
to  the  victims  when  that  e&gcmess  is  quickened  bj 
religious  Imle.  The  illuBlrioua  couple,  adorned 
with  all  the  graces  of  joutli  and  beauty,  were 
hurried  lo  s  scaffold  in  llie  grent  square  of  Seville, 
and  there  beheaded  amidst  the  shouts  and  execra- 
tions of  an  iufainated  multitude.  Their  bodies 
were  lefl  exposed  upon  the  ground,  aud  would 
have  been  devoured  by  dogs,  had  they  not  been 
gathered  at  night  by  some  friendly  hand,  and 
poorly  interred  in  one  of  the  eourts  of  their  Inte 
dwelling. 

Thus  terminated  the  loveH  and  lives  of  Abdal- 
Hsis  and  ExHona,  in  the  year  of  the  Incnrnation 
seven  hundred  and  fourteen.  Their  names  were 
held  Biicred  as  martyrs  to  the  Christian  faith  ; 
but  many  read  in  their  untimely  fate  a  lesBon 
against  ambition  and  vainglory ;  having  sacri- 
ficed reftl  power  and  aubslautial  rule  lo  the  glit- 
tering liuuble  of  a  crowti. 

The  head  of  Abdalasis  was  embalmed  and  in- 
closed In  a  casket,  aud  sent  In  Syria  to  the  cruel 
Suleiman.  The  messenger  who  bi>re  it  overtook 
the  caliph  as  he  was  performing  a  pilgrimage  lo 
Mecca.  Muza  was  among  the  courtiers  in  his 
train,  having  been  released  from  prison.  On 
opening  the  casket  and  regarding  its  conteuts, 
the  eyes  of  the  tynuit  sparkled  with  malignant 
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ndsfaciion.  Calling  Ihe  uiihnppy  lallier  ii>  liis 
•Me,  "Miiza,"  said  he,  "dost  ilmu  know  iIiIh 
lie&d  ?  "  Tbe  veteran  recognized  the  features  of 
bis  beloved  sou,  and  lurned  his  face  away  with 
anguish.  "-  Yes !  well  do  I  know  it,"  replieil  he  ; 
"and  may  the  curso  of  God  ligiii  upon  him  who 
has  destroyed  a  better  mas  than  him^eir." 

Without  adding  another  word,  lie  retired  to 
Mount  Demii.  u  prey  to  devouring  melancholy. 
He  Bbortly  after  received  tidings  of  the  dealb  of 
his  two  aona,  whom  he  had  left  in  the  gorem- 
tneul  of  western  Africa,  and  who  had  fallen  vic- 
tims to  the  jealous  suspicions  of  (he  Caliph. 
His  advanced  age  wiis  not  proof  against  tbeee 
repeated  blows,  and  this  utttr  ruin  of  his  late 
proeperous  family,  and  he  sank  into  his  grave 
sorrowing  and  broken -lienrled. 

Such  was  the  lamentable  end  of  the  conqueror 
if  Spaiu  1  whose  great  achievements  were  not 
anfficiBDt  to  atone,  iu  the  tye  of  hl^  ■'overeign, 
for  a  weaknesB  to  which  all  men  ambilious  of 
renown  are  subject;  and  whose  iriumphp  eventu- 
aily  brought  perBeciltion  upon  himself  nnd  un- 
timely death  upon  his  eh  i  Id  re  u. 

Here  ends  the  legend  of  the  Subjugation  of 
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'i   the  preceding  legends  is  darkly  nbxl' 
1  oDt  a  Uue  story  of  the  woes  of 

F   Spain.      It  is  a  Blary  full  of  MtboIeeonHi 

Ditioa,  rebuking  the  iueolence  of  liuuiaa 
pride  lad  the  vanilj  of  biunan  ambilkiu,  nnd 
E  the  fiilility  of  all  grvatncfi  ihal  ie  not 
1  oo  rinue.  We  bav«  seen,  is 
Uif  tftat  of  time,  moet  of  the  actons  in  tlui 
iMarie  drwda  disappearing,  one  by  one,  from  ike 
mae,  ^tA  goaig  down,  ooaquenir  and  coiMjirnvd, 
I*  lIiiii^  mad  aahomond  grarea.  It  nauM  to 
Am  iks  CTCMfid  UMotjr  by  Intding  q*.  ai  > 
■gMl  wmiifr  ifae  bie  if  the  miior  <Hhk  pcr- 
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suug  b;  peiisants  nod   muleteers,  which  oprenil  a 
siDguIav  cliarm  over  ihe  whole  of  this  romantic 

He  who  hjis  travelled  iu  Spain  in  ihe  true  way 
in  which  the  country  ought  to  be  travulled, —  bo- 
jonrniiig  in  its  ramole  provinces,  rambliiig  nmong 
the  rugged  defiles  and  secluded  vtiUeys  of  its 
mountftiiiit,  and  making  himself  familinr  with  the 
people  ill  their  out-of-the-way  hamlets  and  rarely- 
Tisited  neigliborhoode,  —  will  remember  many  a 
group  of  Iravellera  and  muleteers,  gathered  of  an 
evening  around  the  door  or  the  spacious  hearth 
of  n  mounlain  vcnto,  wrappeJ  in  [heir  brown 
cloaks,  aiid  listening  with  grave  and  prolbund 
attention  to  the  long  historic  ballad  of  some  rustic 
troubadour,  either  recited  with  the  true  or«  ro- 
timdo  and  modulated  cadences  of  Spanish  elocu- 
tion, or  chanted  to  the  tinkling  of  a  guitar.  la 
this  way  lie  may  have  heard  the  doleful  end  of 
Count  Julian  and  his  family  recounted  in  tradi- 
tionary rhymes,  that  have  been  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation.  The  particulars, 
however,  of  the  following  wild  legend  are  chiefly 
gathered  from  the  writings  of  the  pseudo  Moor 
Raeia;  how  far  they  may  be  safely  taken  as  his- 
toric facta  it  is  impossible  now  lo  uscerlaJn;  we 
must  content  ourselves,  therefore,  with  their  im- 
BWering  lo  the  exactions  of  poetic  justice. 

As  yet  everything  had  prospered  with  Count 
Juliun.  He  had  gratified  his  vengeance;  he  had 
been  successful  iu  his  treason,  and  had  acquired 
couDlleas  riches  from  the  ruin  of  bb  country. 
But  it   is  oot  outward   Bucoesa  that  couatitutes 
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proeperity.  The  Iree  floiiriBhes  with  fruit  ami 
foliage  nhSe  blasted  Bnd  withering  at  the  heart. 
Wherever  he  went,  Count  Julian  reail  hnlred  in 
every  eye.  Tlie  Christians  eiirscd  him  aa  the 
cause  of  all  (heir  woe ;  the  Moslems  deapiecd  and 
diatrasted  him  as  n  traitor.  Men  whispered  to- 
gether ns  he  ftpproached,  and  then  turned  nway 
in  Boora;  and  mothers  snatched  tiwny  iheir  chil- 
dren with  horror  if  be  oflTered  to  caress  them. 
He  withered  nnder  the  execrnlion  of  his  Tellow- 
men,  and  last,  and  worst  of  all,  he  begun  to 
kutie  himtelf.  He  tried  in  vain  to  persnade 
hinweir  that  he  had  but  taken  a  juBtiBable  ven- 
geanoe ;  he  felt  thai  no  pcr^nal  wrong  can  ju^- 
tifj  the  crime  of  treason  lo  one's  country. 

For  a  time  he  songbl  in  luxurious  indulgence 
to  soolbe  or  forget  the  miseries  of  the  mind.  He 
membled  round  him  every  pleA>urc^  and  gmtifi- 
catioa  t&at  boandlees  wealth  could  purchase,  but 
dS  iti  vain.  He  bod  nu  reti'h  lor  the  dainties 
vlhn  board;  nmsic  had  nu  chnrm  wherewilb  to 
loH  hia  KNiL  and  reaior»«  drove  slumber  from  his 
pSov.  He  aeot  lo  Ceuta  for  his  wife  Fran- 
iBxm,  U*  daogbler  Florinda,  and  his  youtfafol  Bon 
Ahrtott  b(^'iig  in  the  bosom  of  his  (kmily  to 
fnd  (kat  fyn^ittlliy  and  kindness  whivh  be  could 
■ft  laa^rr  meet  with  in  ihb  world.  Their  pre»- 
(■ee,  bowerer,  brongbl  him  no  mlleviatton.  Flo- 
riada.  the  duigfatrr  of  \m  heart,  tor  wlwse  sake 
he  had  KBdertsken  this  signal  vengeance,  was 
■Mkkig  a  netim  to  its  effects.  Wherever  sbe 
wcaA,  •!«  Ibtind  beraelf  a  byword  of  aluuiie  and 
iifiiiiih      Tbe  outrage  *be  had  aaflered  was  in- 


220       COUNT  JULIAN  AND  BIS   FAMILT. 

puted  to  her  na  wantoaness,  and  her  cahuniij  mwi 
magniHed  into  a  crime.  The  ChristiaoB  never 
meationed  Iier  name  williout  a  curac,  aud  the 
MoBlemH,  the  gainers  by  her  misfortune,  spake  of 
her  an\j  by  the  nppellaiion  of  Cava,  the  xilcst 
epithet  thej  could  apply  to  woman. 

JBut  the  opprobrium  of  thi;  world  was  nothing 
to  the  upbr&iiling  of  licr  own  hearL  Slie  ciiarged 
herself  wiili  nil  the  misenes  of  these  disastrous 
wars  —  the  deaths  of  «o  many  gallant  cavtiliera, 
the  conquest  nud  perdition  of  her  country.  The 
anguish  of  her  miiid  preyed  upon  the  beauty  of 
her  person.  Her  eye,  once  soft  and  lender  in  its 
expression,  became  wild  and  haggard  ;  her  cheek 
lust  its  blouin,  aud  became  hollon  and  pallid,  and 
aX  times  there  wad  desperation  in  her  words. 
When  her  father  sought  to  embrace  her  she  with- 
drew with  shuddering  from  his  arms,  tor  she 
thought  of  bis  treason  and  the  ruin  it  hod  brought 
npou  Spain.  Her  wretchedueas  increased  after 
her  return  to  her  native  country,  until  it  rose  to 
a  degree  of  frenzy.  One  day  when  she  was  walk- 
ing with  iier  parent;^  in  the  garden  of  their  palace, 
she  entered  a  tower,  and.  having  barred  tlie  door, 
ascended  to  the  batllemenls.  From  ihence  she 
called  to  them  in  piercing  accents,  expressive  of 
hef  insupportable  anguish  and  desperate  determi- 
nation, "  Let  this  city,"  saiil  she,  "  be  henceforth 
called  Malacca,  in  memorial  of  ihe  most  wretched 
of  wuineii,  who  therein  put  an  end  to  her  daye." 
So  saying,  she  threw  herself  headlong  from  the 
tower,  and  was  dashed  to  pieces.  The  city,  adds 
the  ancient  chronicler,  received    the  name    thus 
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given  it,  though  nrterirftrda  solhined  lo  Malaga, 
which  it  still  retains  iu  memory  of  tbe  tragical 
t-nd  of  Ploriudo. 

The  Cuualcas  Fraudinit  nboadoneU  this  scene 
iif  woe.  and  returned  to  Ceuta,  accompanied  by 
:  son.  She  took  with  her  the  remains 
oTber  uofbrtunale  d»)igh[er,  and  gnve  them  hoQ- 
onible  sepuliun:  in  a  uinuaoleum  of  the  clmpel  be- 
loo^ag  la  the  citadel.  Count  Julian  departed  for 
Canbagena,  where  ho  remained  plunged  in  hor- 
"or  at  ihia  doleful  eveni. 

About  this  time,  llie  cniel  Sulctmitii,  hitving 
Jeeiroyed  th«  family  of  Musa,  liad  aent  ati  Arab 
jr(*iiL-rnl.  named   Alahor,  to  succeed   Abilalasis   as 
overnor  of  Spain.     The  new  emir  was 
I  of  a  cruel  and  suspicioaa  nature,  atiij  commenced 
[  bis  Bway  with  a  siern  severity  tbal  soon  made  ttioiie 
I   under  his  eiimtnaiui   look  bHck  with   regret  lo  the 
■ule  of  Abdaksia.     He  regarded  with  an  eye 
I  of  distrust  the  renegade  Christians  who  had  aided 
i  In  tlie  conquest,  and  who  bore  urins  in  the  service 
I   of  tbe   Moslems  ;  but  his  deepest  suspicious   fell 
npon  Count  Julinii.     "  He  has  been  a  irnilor  to 
[  his  own   coLtnlrymcn,"  said  lie ;   *'  liow  can  we   be 
are  that  he-  will  not  pntve  traitor  lo  us?" 
A  sudden  insurrection   of   the   Christiaus  '-who 
I   bad   taken    refuge    in    the   Asturian    Mountaias, 
quickened  his  suspicions,  and  itispired  him  with 
(ears  of  some  dangerous    conspiracy  against   his 
|M>wer.     In    the    height  of  his    anxiety,  he    be- 
thought  him   of  an   Arabian   sage   named   Tuza, 
^B     who  had  accompauied  him  from  Afiica.      This 
^ft    ton  of  science  was  withered  iu  torin,  nod  looked 
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as  if  he  bad  outliverl  Llie  usual  terra  of  mortul  life. 
In  the  course  of  his  sliiiiiua  and  travels  in  the 
East,  be  bod  collecled  the  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  ages ;  being  skilleil  in  aBlrology,  and,  it 
is  Buid,  in  iiecromancji-,  and  posaeassiug  tbe  mai^ 
veluus  gift  of  prophecy  or  divinatioa.  To  this 
expounder  of  myalerie^  Alabor  applied  to  leam 
whether  any  secret  treaaon  menaced  bis  safely. 

The  astrologer  listened  with  rle«p  attention  and 
overwhelniing  brow  to  all  the  surraisea  and  suapi- 
doD  of  the  emir,  then  shut  himself  up  to  consult 
bis  books  and  commuoe  with  those  superaHiaral 
intelligences  aubservient  to  his  wiadoin.  At  na 
appointed  hour  tbe  emir  sought  him  in  his  cell. 
It  was  Rlied  with  the  smoke  of  perfumes  ;  ^quarea 
and  circles  and  various  diagrams  were  described 
upon  the  floor,  and  the  astrologer  was  poring  over 
a  scroll  of  piirtJiment,  covered  with  cabalistic  char- 
acters. He  received  ALibor  with  a  gloomy  Etnd 
siDtBler  aspect;  pretending  I  " 
fearful  purieiits  iu  the  heavci 
strange  dreams  and  mystic  v 

"  O  emir,"  said  he,  "  i;e  on  your  guard !  treason 
is  around  you  and  in  yunr  |iath;  your  life  is  in 
peril.     Beware  of  Count  Julian  aiid  his  family." 

"  Enougb,"  said  tbe  emir,  •'  They  shall  all 
die  1     Parents  and  children  —  all  shall  die  ! " 

He  forthwith  sent  a  summons  to  Count  Julian 
to  attend  him  in  Conlova.  The  measeuger  found 
hini  plunged  in  affliction  for  the  recent  death  of 
his  daughter.  Tbe  couui  excused  himself,  on  ac- 
couut  of  thii  miAfortnue,  from  obeying  the  coni- 
miinds  of  the  emir  in  person,  but  sent  several  of 
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hia  ndherenCs.  Hli  lieBitalion,  nnd  the  circiim- 
SUiice  of  his  hnving  sent  his  family  across  the 
Straits  to  Africa,  were  coDStrued  by  the  jealous 
mind  of  the  emir  into  proofs  of  gailt.  He  no 
longer  doubted  liis  being  coocerned  in  the  recent 
iiisnrret^tiiias,  und  thnl  he  had  sent  his  fiiniily 
awaj  preparatory  to  an  attempt  by  force  of  arras, 
to  sabveri  the  Moslem  domination.  In  his  fury 
he  pnt  to  death  Siseburto  and  Evan,  the  nephews 
of  Bbbop  Oppos  and  sons  of  the  former  king,  Wi- 
liza,  suspecting  ihem  of  taking  pari  in  the  treHM)n. 
Thus  dill  ihey  expiate  their  treachery  to  their 
eounlry  in  the  fatal  battle  of  the  Giia>lalelc. 

Alahor  iieKt  hasiened  to  Carihagena  lo  aeiie 
upon  Count  Julian.  So  rapid  were  his  move- 
ments that  the  count  had  barely  time  to  escape 
with  HAeen  cavaliers,  wilh  whom  he  look  refuge 
in  the  strong  castle  of  Marciicllo,  among  the 
mountains  of  Aragon.  The  emir,  enraged  to  be 
disappointed  of  his  prey,  embarked  at  Carthagena 
and  crossed  the  straits  to  Ceuta,  lo  make  captives 
of  the  Counters  Frandina  and  her  sou. 

The  old  chronicle  from  which  we  lake  lliis  pari 
of  our  legend,  presents  a  gloomy  piclnrc  of  (he 
connteas  in  the  stem  fortress  to  whieli  she  had 
fled  for  refuge  —  a  picture  heightened  by  super- 
tuitural  horrors.  These  latter  the  sagacious  rea- 
der will  ailmit  or  object  according  to  (he  meaaura 
of  Ilia  failh  and  judgment ;  always  remembering 
that  iu  dark  and  eventful  times,  like  those  in 
I.  involving   ihe  destinies  of   nations,   the 

■fall   of  kingdoms,  and   the   crimes  of  rulers 

mighty  men,  thu  hand  of  fate  ii 
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broiigbt  word  that  the  Emir  Alahor  hwi  pnl  Ut 
death  BeTcral  of  the  friend«  nf  Count  Julian; 
bod  obliged  him  to  Hy  Cor  his  life  to  a  cuatle  in 
AragoD.  and  was  embiirkiDg  wtlh  a  formi'lnbl^ 
force  fiir  Ceiila. 

The  CounlesB  Frandina,  as  has  already  been 
abown,  was  of  courap;eouM  heart,  Hnd  dnnger 
made  her  desperate.  There  were  fifty  Moorioli 
loldier*  in  the  gamsoa ;  fhe  feared  ihnt  they 
wouid  I'roTe  treacheroaa,  and  lake  part  with  their 
wantryroen.  SnmmoniDg  her  officer*,  ibererore, 
Ae  HtbnDed  them  of  their  danger,  and  eum- 
iMiidiiiT  ifccm  lo  put  tbooe  Uoore  lu  death.  The 
patim  ivltied  forth  to  obey  her  orderf.  Tliirty- 
fn  ct  ihc  Uoon  wiere  itt  tlie  great  M|aarc,  un- 
ly  danger,  when  ihey  were  •ever- 
1  floi  by  tLeir  execDii(>iien>,  and.  ai  a 
■"———'  (^mL  kiHed  on  the  ifol.  Tl>e  n> 
■MMg  Cftem  iDofc  nSa^  m  m  Unrer.     Tbey 
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groimd.  Some  of  ihe  Moors  were  crashed 
among  the  mina  :  others  were  fluDg  to  a  distance 
and  daabed  among  ihe  rtwks ;  tboee  who  surviTed 
were  instantly  pot  lo  the  sword. 

The  fleet  of  Ibe  emir  arrived  at  Ceata  about 
the  hour  of  vespers.  He  landeJ,  but  found  tbe 
gates  closed  agaitist  hito.  Tbe  countess  herself 
spoke  to  him  from  a  lower,  and  scl  him  at  defi- 
ance. The  emir  immediately  lay  siege  to  the 
city.  He  consulled  ihe  astrologer  Yuza,  who 
Wld  him  that  for  seven  daya  his  star  would  have 
Ihe  om^endant  over  tliat  of  the  youth  Alarbot, 
bnl  aHer  that  time  tbe  youth  would  be  safe  from 
his  power,  and  would  effect  his  ruin. 

Alahor  immediately  onlered  tbe  city  to  be 
assailed  on  every  side,  antl  at  lenglL  carried  it 
by  storm.  Tbe  coiialess  took  refuge  with  her 
forces  in  tbe  citadel,  and  made  desperate  defense ; 
but  the  walls  were  sapped  and  mined,  and  she 
saw  that  all  resisinttce  would  soon  be  unavailing. 
Her  only  thoughts  now  were  to  conceal  her 
child.  "  Surely,"  said  slie.  "they  will  not  think 
of  seeking  him  among  the  dead-"  She  led  him, 
therefore,  into  the  dark  and  dismal  cfaapel.' 
"  Thou  art  nut  afraid  to  be  alone  in  liiis  dark- 
ness, my  child  ?  "  said  she. 

"  No,  mother."  replied  the  boy ;  "■  darkness 
gives  silence  and  sleep."  She  couducted  him  lo 
the  tomb  of  Plorinda.  *■  Pearesi  ^ou  the  dead, 
my  child?"  "Ko,  mother:  the  dead  can  do  no 
harm,  and  what  should  I  fear  from  my  sister?" 

The  countess  opened  the  sepulchre.  "  Lisleti, 
my  son,"  said  she.     "  There  ant  fierce  and  cniel 
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people  ivho  hnvH  come  hither  to  murder  ihcc. 
Sljiy  here  in  company  witli  thy  aiaier,  and  be 
quiet  as  thou  dost  value  iliy  life!"  The  boy, 
who  wad  of  a  courageous  nature,  did  as  he  was 
hiddea,  and  remained  there  all  that  dny,  and  alt 
Ilie  uight,  and  the  next  day  until  the  third  hour. 

In  the  mean  lime  [he  walls  nf  the  citadel  were 
sapped,  the  troops  of  the  emir  poured  in  at  the 
breach,  and  a  great  part  of  the  garrison  was  put 
lo  the  sword.  The  counte.ss  was  taken  prisoner, 
■od  brought  before  (he  emir.  She  appeared  in 
hii  presence  with  a  haugliiy  ilemeunor,  as  if  she 
had  been  a  queen  receiving  honrnge ;  but  when 
he  demanded  her  son,  she  faltered  and  turned 
pale,  and  replied,  "My  sou  is  witii  the  dead." 

"  CoUDtess,"  said  the  emir,  "  I  am  not  to  lie 
deceived ;  tell  me  where  you  hare  concealed  the 
boy,  or  lorturea  shall  wring  from  you  the  secret." 

"Kmir,"  replied  the  oouuiess,  "may  the  great- 
eat  torments  be  my  portion,  bo[h  here  and  here- 
4ft*r,  if  what  I  spealc  be  not  the  Iruih.  My 
darliug  child  lies  buried  with  the  dead." 

The  emir  was  confounded  by  the  solemnity  of 
her  wardi»;  but  the  withered  astrologer  Yu2u, 
who  stood  by  his  side  regarding  the  connleHf 
from  beneath  his  bushed  eyebrows,  perceived 
trouble  in  her  countenance  and  equivocHtion  iu 
her  words.  "  Leave  this  matter  to  ine,"  whis- 
pered he  lo  Alahor;  "I  will  produce  the  child." 

He  ordered  strict  search  to  be  niiide  by  llie 
Boldiery,  and  he  obliged  I  be  count  ess  to  be 
slmiya  present.  When  ihey  came  lo  ihe  ehapel, 
her  efaeek    turned    pale    and    her   lip  quivered. 
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"  This,"  snid  Lhe  aubtile  astrologer,  "  is  the  place 
of  coticealment!" 

The  search  througlioul  t}ie  cliapel,  however, 
was  equally  rain,  and  the  noldiers  were  about  to 
depart,  when  Yuza  remarked  a  slight  gleam  of 
joy  in  the  eye  of  the  coimtesH.  "  Wo  are  leav- 
ing our  prey  behind,"  thought  he;  "the  countess 
if  exulting." 

He  now  called  to  mind  the  words  of  her  ao- 
^everatton,  that  lier  child  was  with  the  dead. 
Turning  suddenly  to  lhe  soldiers,  he  ordered 
them  to  search  the  sepulchres.  "  If  you  6tid 
him  not,"  said  lie.  "  lirag  forth  the  bouca  of-  that 
wanton  Cava,  that  they  may  be  burned,  and  the 
a»hes  scattered  to  the  winds." 

The  soldiers  searched  among  the  lombs,  and 
found  that  of  Florinda  partly  opeb.  Within  lay 
the  buy  in  the  sound  sleep  of  childhood,  and  one 
of  the  soldiers  took  him  gently  in  his  arms  10 
bear  him  to  the  emir. 

When  the  countess  beheld  that  her  child  was 
discovered,  she  rushed  into  the  presence  of  Alahor, 
and,  forgetting  all  her  pride,  threw  herself  upon 
her  knees  before  him. 

"  Meri'y  !  mercy  !  "  cried  sliu  in  piercing  accents, 
■'  mercy  on  my  son  —  my  only  child  !  O  emir ! 
listen  to  a  motlier's  prayer  and  my  lips  shall  kiss 
thy  feet.  As  thou  art  merciful  to  him  so  may 
the  most  high  God  have  mercy  upon  ibee,  and 
heap  blessings  on  thy  head." 

"  Bear  that  frantic  woman  hence,"  s^d  the 
emir,  "  bnt  guard  her  well." 

The  countess  was  dragged  away  by  the  soldiery. 
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withoul  regard  lo  her  struggles  and  her  cries,  and 
confined  in  a  dungeon  of  tlie  citadel. 

Tlie  child  was  now  brought  to  the  emir.  He 
bad  been  awakened  by  the  luuiult,  but  gazed 
fearlessljr  on  the  stern  countenancca  of  the  soldlen>. 
Had  llie  heart  of  the  emir  been  capable  of  pity, 
it  would  have  been  touched  hj  the  tender  youth 
and  innocent  beauty  of  the  child  \  liul  hie  heart 
was  as  the  netfaer  mUlslone,  and  he  was  bent  upon 
ibe  deetTDction  of  the  whole  bmily  of  Jnlian. 
Calling  to  him  the  astrologer,  he  gave  the  child 
into  his  charge  with  a  secret  ooounaud.  The 
withered  son  of  the  desert  took  the  boy  by  the 
hand  and  led  him  op  the  winding  staircase  of  a 
lower.  When  ihey  reached  the  Eummit,  Yuza 
placed  him  on  the  battlementa. 

'^  Cling  not  lo  me,  my  ciuld,"  said  he ;  ~  there 
ia  m  danger."  "  FatJier,  I  fear  uoU"  eaid  the 
mdMiiited  boy;  "yet  it   is  a  wondrous   heighl  !  " 

Tbe  chiU  kxAed  around  with  delighted  i:yet. 
The  breese  Uew  hi^  curling  lockg  from  about  his 
hat,  and  his  dteek  glowed  at  the  boundless  pros- 
pedt  far  the  tower  was  reared  upon  that  lofiy 
fraootilary  on  wbid  Bercul^  founded  one  uf 
Ut  piUatB.  Tbe  surges  uf  the  «ea  were  beard 
betow,  beating  upon  the  Ttxka.  tiie  sea-gull 
i  wheeiied  about  the  ibuudjitious  of 
■d  tbe  saOs  uf  lo&y  caraccaa  were  as 
oa  tbe  bosoo)  of  the  deep. 
B  kaow  yooder  land  beyoad  ihe  Uwe 


'  It  ia  SfMB,'  replied  tbe  boy  i  *■  it  is  tbe  laud 
I  ti  mj  fi^er  vd  H17  Botber." 
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••  Then  stretch  forth  thy  hands  and  bless  it,  my 
nhild,"  said  the  astrologer. 

The  boy  let  go  his  hold  of  the  wall ;  and.  as 
he  fltrelclied  forlb  his  hands,  the  aged  son  of 
Ishmae),  exerting  oil  the  strength  of  bis  withered 
limbs,  suddenly  pushed  him  over  the  balikmeiitr. 
He  fell  headlong  from  the  top  of  thai  tall  tower, 
and  not  a  bone  in  his  lender  frame  but  was  cmshed 
upon  the  rocks  beneath. 

Alahor  came  to  the  foot  of  the  winding  aturs. 

"  la  the  boy  safe  ?  "  cried  he. 

"  He  is  siife,"  replied  Yuza ;  "  come  and  be- 
hold the  truth  with  thine  own  eyes." 

The  emir  ascended  the  tower  and  looked  over 
the  battlements,  and  beheld  (he  body  of  the  child, 
a  shapeless  mass  on  the  rocks  far  below,  and  the 
Bea-guib  hovering  about  it ;  and  he  gave  orders 
that  it  should  be  thrown  inio  the  sea,  which  was 

On  the  following  morning  the  countess  was  led 
forth  from  her  dungeon  into  the  public  square. 
She  knew  uf  the  death  of  her  ctiild,  and  that  her 
own  death  whs  at  hand,  but  she  neither  wept  uur 
supplicated,  iler  hair  was  disheveled,  her  eyes 
were  haggard  with  watching,  and  her  check  was 
as  the  monumental  stone  i  but  there  were  the  re- 
mains of  commanding  beauty  in  her  couul«Datice 
and  the  majesty  of  her  presence  awed  even  the 
rabble  into  respect. 

A  multitude  of  Christian  prisoners  were  then 
brought  forth,  and  Alahor  cried  out :  "  Behold  the 
wile  of  Count  Julian  !  behold  one  of  that  traitorous 
bmily  which  has  brought  niin  upon  youraelve* 
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1  your  conntry ! "  And  he  ordered  tlml 
palwiild  alooe  her-  to  dealh.  But  the  Cbris- 
>4rew  back  with  horror  from  the  deed,  aud 
the  hnnd  of  God  is  veugeauci! ;  let  not 
ber  blood  be  iipoD  our  heads."  Upon  Ihie  ibe  etnir 
■wore  with  horrid  imprecations  that  trhocver  of 
the  captives  refused  shooid  himself  lie  WiiwA  to 
desth.  So  the  cruel  order  was  executed,  and  the 
CouateaB  Frendina  perished  by  the  bauds  of  Iwr 
coDDtrymen.  Having  thus  acoompHshed  liis  bar- 
batoos  errand,  the  emir  embarked  for  Spain,  aiid 
ordered  die  citadel  of  Ceula  to  be  set  on  fire, 
«nd  eroBsed  the  straits  at  night  by  the  light  of  its 
ttweriog  fl&mes. 

The  death  of  Count  JuUtin,  which  took  pUice 
iwl  kiog  after,  closed  the  tragic  story  of  Vm  family. 
Hoir  be  died  remaias  involred  is  duubt.  Soiue 
\u*  il  that  ibe  cruel  Alabur  punued  him  lo  his 
reii^tf  MBOng  tbe  mounlniDS.  and.  baviiig  taken 
lam  priscmer,  beheaded  him ;  others  that  the 
Hooc*  coufined  bin  iu  u  dungeon,  and  put  an  end 
lo  boB  life  viib  liugerlug  iaratenfs  :  while  otheis 
■Ulna  llial  the  tower  of  tbe  eastle  of  Haruutdlu, 
■ear  Huesca,  in  Aragoik.  in  which  he  took  rviiige. 
ltd]  on  bim  und  crushed  biiD  to  pieces.  Ali  iLgri^e 
tbal  liifi  latter  end  was  miserable  iu  tbe  extrtuie 
■ad  bb  dealh  violeiiL  Tbe  curse  of  Henvcii. 
wiiieb  bad  thus  pursued  him  lo  tbe  grave,  was 
d  to  tbe  very  place  wbit^h  bad  ^veu  tdm 
a" ;  fur  we  are  told  llial  tbe  castle  is  uo  longer 
d  ou  account  of  Uie  strange  and  borribbi 
t  tbal  arc  beard  iu  it ;  and  tbal  riaione  of 
i  meu   are  stwu  aboce  it   iu  tbe  air  ;   irtucb 
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Hrt)    su[i]ioseil   to  be    Ihe  troubled  spirit)  uf  the 
Hposliite  Chriatiaas  wlio  favored  the  cause  of  the 

Iq  after  times  a  stone  sepulchre  was  shown, 
outside  of  the  cfaapel  of  the  castle,  as  the  tomb 
of  Count  Juliflu  ;  but  the  traveller  and  the  pUgrim 
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Wwrmt  IK  THK  ALBAMBKi,  J<nt  W,  18S9. 

NOTE  TO  THE  PRECEDING  LEGEND. 


Bl  licenciado  Atileriiie«  (lib.  3,  c.  6)  due  que 
ilirboa  Dnendoa  cueros,  o  loi  del  lire,  haien  apwaccr 
exercitOA r  peleoa.  como  toque  secuenCa  per  tradidon 
(j  ann  algmias  pefwuiaB  \o  deponen  cocno  testigos  de 
TiBta)  de  la  locre  y  caitello  de  Harcoello,  Ingar  al 
{de  de  las  moDtaOas  de  Aragon  (aora  inhabitable,  por 
laa  gnndes  v  fspantablcs  ruidos,  que  en  el  se  ovra) 
doode  se  rctraso  et  Conde  Dao  Jolian,  causa  de  la 
petdicion  de  Eipana :  Mibre  el  qual  castillo,  deie  se 
ven  en  el  sure  ciertos  vistones.  como  de  aoIdadoB,  qne 
el  volgo  liize  sun  li»  tuTalleroi  y  genie  que  le  facoi^ 
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Vide  "  El  Ente  Dislacidado,"  por  Fraj  Aiiinnin  Ae 
Fnentalapefia,  Capachin.  Seccioo  3,  Sulwecciuii  !>, 
InslADcia  8,  Kdid.  £44- 

As  readers  lunereed  in  tbe  Spanish  language  may 
wid  to  know  the  testimony  of  the  worthy  and  dj»- 
oeet  Capuchin  friar.  Antonio  de  Fuentalapena,  we 
■Dbjoin  a  [ranslation  of  it :  — 

"  Thie  licentiate  Ardevioes  (book  iL.  ehap.  If)  ny> 
tkat  the  aaid  hoiue  biriea  (or  familiar  ipiriu),  or 
lime  of  the  air,  cause  the  apparitions  «f  aruuM  and 
bMtlek,  —  and)  aa  thoce  whicii  are  related  iu  trsdiliua 
(tod  tone  persoos  eyen  ilepwe  to  the  irulli  of  ihein 
ai  (je>-wiuiesc5).  of  the  town  and  ca«Ie  of  Mamiello, 
a  fertTEBB  at  the  foot  of  the  tnoautainc  of  Aragun  (at 
I«ble,  OB  tKcomu.  of  the  great  and 
■  bewd  m  it),  the  place  of  retreat  of 
CoW  !>(■  Jalian,  tl^  tMut  of  tlie  perditiDD  of 
8pwL  b  ia  nid  diat  eertaia  apparitions  of  aaWer* 
m  ■»£■  m  the  air.  wlod  the  vulgar  aay  are  Ibote 
rf  Ac  ooBitiaa  nd  pe*if4e  wbo  aided  hbtt." 


THE  LfiGKSD  OF   PEIAIO. 


[Tub  "*  Ld^sQii-n  P^^i."  a  rraipitioc  ir  wtucii  wa»  pnnzutl 
IB  •*  Thti  >pint  H  'iie  fr'axr. '  in  LW^  ^mii  undiflr.  <incitiad 
*  F«tayo  AUti  'Jiu  X*:n:hiiac'9  Daiuf^uar. '  in  **  Hih 
oucKoT, '  in    ^'.  >  lu-v  irst  pubusdaii  •3Qtii«.  — Ed.^ 
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CHAPTER  r. 

ObKarki  of  the  Aacieol  ChrDnidet.  —  Tbc  Love 
LKia  Bod  dw  Dnks  F^tOl— Binh  o(  Pelavo. 
Hi*  Earij  t'nrtoant,  uid 
I  CouuGnhH*. 


1  laioeiiUtiuu  uf  S|>a[iiBli 
j  hifitorians  th&t.  in  tUi:  obvcure  anil  lucl- 
I  DJicbolj  space  of  time  wLicL  «ucoe«de'i 
the  perditJuu  of  their  cunatry,  its  hittury  u  a 
■lere  wOdenieee  of  dubiuue  factt,  wild  irxe.gg«r»- 
tiano,  Bod  erideut  'bbks.  Maijy  leflmt^  men  in 
eeUa  Bad  uUoBiera  have  paeged  iheir  Uvcb  in  iln: 
a'catj  and  fi-aitlew  task  ol'  attemptlug  lo  ournxl 
iuooDgmoos  eveate  and  nscotiuJIe  abaulule  i.-ui>ij'it- 
d.^-Uona.  TLe  worlLy  .letmit  Padr"  Al.artn  i»ii- 
l-vt»  that  Ibr  nutre  ihui  iori^  fcur-.  >luriu^ 
wbtd)  be  luJ  been  empluyed  in  lii<--ulugiuil  wiu- 
tiuTt-niea.  Ill;  li&d  Eit-rer  futuid  niiy  queetiotu  bo 
blBCure  and  iaexpWaiiiit:  ae  liiuM  ritiiii^  uut  uf 
thie  portiou  of  Spauisli  iiinory -,  atxl  iliat  lIw 
onl/  fruit  ')f  ao  indebtigaUe.  pmiiK,  and  ereu 
pmdigioiu    Atudv  of   litt:    bubjucL,   was   ■  itMilau- 
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«M  to  he  Made  far  ite  cndhm  oT  her  v^kHK. 
The  dre^  of  pMfafe  lara  •■1  in   rf  a 

oikI  deMh  orercMw  em  the  fecfiags  «r  a 
■Diber.  Thniagh  larwi  of  a  twvMj  feaMle  «f 
her  ebamber  she  praeircd  a  Kule  art  sa  ow- 
ciracted  a!  to  be  niipCTinMB  to  water.  She  thca 
Miayed  her  in&aE  ia  atotj  ptmeaM.  wifyag 
il  ia  a  aiaatfe  of  riA  bivade,  aad  <rhea  ahoat 
to  part  with  it,  \jm\\il  h  naa;  tiBMS,  mtd  laid  it 
(B  her  ^^  Md  wapt  over  iL  Al  1 
'   away   hj  I 


ef  Ae  Ti^ae,  whee*  it  WMfaea  Oa  toAf  | 
tioaa  of  Toie^  Coreriag  it  fraa  iT  "^ 
Bight  ar.  they  cu— iwJ  the  aik  to  th»  d 


it  gGiei  dawa  ifa»  ra(nd  jiIhimu.  at^  tha  ■ 
chronicle.  Chey  could  mai^  its  i 
JBrkneSB  of  the  night;  G>r  il  ' 
a  halo  dT  celestial  Ughc'  Thejr  bmw 
to  acGouat  for  thii  prodigy,  skj^  the  m 
tic  wriwr,  uoul  thaj  remembered  tbi  tb  ■ 
had  bleswil  the  child  with  the  siga  of  iha  4 
and  hod  baptixed  it  with  btu:  ova  hand.  OiIki^ 
how«TeT.  expbia  tllis  nurrel  diffifrcnlW ;  Ibr  ia 
this  child,  nty  ibej,  wa^  ceatml  cfav  ourarakMB 
Eg^  Khicb  was  aOBTwards  to  ahioe  brth  with 
the  dariteM  haar  of 
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The  chronicle  quoted  bj  Fray  Antonio  Agn- 
^da  goes  od  to  etate  what  befell  the  Tair  Luc'uk 
after  (he  depart  nre  of  the  child.  Her  aparl- 
ments  were  searched  at  early  dawn,  but  do  proof 
appeared  U>  subBtantiate  the  cliarges  made  against 
her.  The  Prince  Witiza  persisted  in  accusing 
Ikt  pablicly  of  haviug  brought  dJAgrace  upon  her 
Une  by  her  fi^lly.  A  cavalier  of  the  court, 
mbomed  by  him,  sapporced  the  accusation  by  on 
oolfa.  and  offered  to  maintain  the  truth  of  it  by 
tu«  awoni.  A  month  was  granted  by  the  king 
fat  the  afflicted  lady  to  find  a  champioo,  and  a 
day  appointed  fur  the  lists  ;  if  none  appeared,  or 
if  her  champion  were  overcome,  she  was  to  be 
considered  guilty  and  put  lo  death.  The  day 
■TRTed.  llie  aocDsing  kiiight  trait  on  the  grouod 
ia  oooipleie  armor,  proclamation  was  made,  bat 
no  one  stepped  forward  lo  defend  the  lady.  At 
length  a  inuupet  sounded;  an  unknown  kni^t, 
with  vifior  closed,  entered  the  list!.  The  combat 
was  loog  and  doubtful,  for  it  would  appear  as  if 
tlw  Holy  TTrgia  was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with 
tbe  nature  of  the  espousals  which  had  taken 
place  before  ber  image.  At  length  the  accusing 
bd^t  was  overcome  aod  tilain,  lo  llie  great  joy 
of  the  court  and  all  the  spectalorB.  btmI  the  beao' 
tifii]  Lucia  was  pronomioed  as  immacolale  as  the 
Virgin,  her  protectress. 

The  nukuowD  champion  of  course  proved  to  be 
ifae  Duke  of  Cantabrii.  He  obtained  a  pardou 
of  tlie  king  for  returning  from  banishment  wilb- 
onl  the  royal  permifision  ;  what  is  more,  he  ob- 
fainfri  penuifieioD   formally  In  eepouse  the  lady 
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nbntv  honor  he  had  k>  galUntly  e^tablisbtiid. 
Ilralr  nupli&b  wera  solemnited  iu  tlue  fonn  and 
wllb  grcM  tM^nifloeitoo,  after  which  he  took  his 
Uoooting  brMa  lo  bis  cuUa  ia  Caaiabria,  to  be 
owl  of  roach  of  dw  peneeniioas  of  the  Prioce 
VlOn. 

Having  iMXh  this  brief  abstrMt  of  what  ooes- 
pie*  tnan;  *  word;  page  in  Um  aaeici  chmtide, 
fra  rewn  to  kxik  after  the  tximuend  ihe  iafaat 
I^rit^F^  wIm*  biBMclwd  apm  tfaa  warea  ia  ike 
•laiin««i«f  Aasii^L 

TWatk  coMCaiM^  dm  &«««  W«>c  «f  Spaia, 
mnnwaea  taa  4M  ciiPMttclet  MWiea  ouviii  ik  ^v^ 
raMoT  the  0«Uw  Tagv^  wlMf*  Aai  fLaiMMl 
nvOT  wvwb  ^M«^  dn  ^<raa  aafitvteaf  Bahw- 


Ho*.  ^  A  i 

k  rtntitnt  jmm  4lf  I 
uvitlier,  »  lialc  mti  ^Mmfft,-  Mfadac, « 
*C<nH>i  Orttfmes.  'Rt  had  hwiti  a  v 
^uth,  biK  now.  io  •.  pmiu  aiii)  vi^onHiP  «ld  mgn, 
tad  Tvtirtu!  tWua  natnf'  and  miiri  ui  u  Hmoain  'm 
Un  taiiia  ^  -the  Tugiia.  iiihuriiMl  Irnm  hie  Glnduc 
wnaMOIK.  H»  gnxX  iluli;;hi  WNE  in  the  ul—B, 
«Udh  te  'fittlomid  8uiNw«3fu%  ii>   tht  *ra«  bnacfe 
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of  Eatreniadara.  Every  morning  heard  the 
woods  resoanding  wilh  the  melody  of  hound  nnd 
horn  ;  and  the  lieiida  of  stags,  of  wolves,  and  wild 


boars  Tied  ii 


i   cualle  hall  with   the   helms  e 


I 
I 


bucklers  and  Ihdcss,  and  the  tropliie 
ful  fwd  martial  days. 

The  jovial  count  was  up  at  early  dawn  pnrsn- 
ing  a  hour  in  iNe  thick  forest  bordering  the 
TagU9,  when  he  beheld  the  little  ark  floating 
down  ibe  ^treara.  He  ordered  one  of  his  hunts- 
men to  strip  aud  enler  the  river  tind  bring  the 
■rk  to  land.  On  opening  it,  he  was  surprised  to 
behold  within  an  infant  wrapped  in  costly  robes, 
but  pale  and  wan,  and  apparenlly  almost  es- 
baosied.  Beside  it  was  a  purse  of  gold,  and  on 
ito  boeom  a  ixm,%  of  rubies  and  a  parchmctit  scroll, 
on  which  was  written,  "  Let  this  infant  be  honor- 
abtjr  entertained;  he  is  of  illustrious  lineage;  his 
name  is  Felayo." 

The  good  count  shrewdly  surmised  the  cause 
of  this  perilous  exposure  of  a  belpless  infiiiit.  He 
had  a  heart  kind  and  indulgent  lo\vnrd  the 
weaker  Bes,  as  the  heart  of  a  genial  old  bachelor 
is  prone  to  be ;  aud  while  he  looked  with  infinite 
benevolence  upon  the  beauteous  child,  felt  a  glow 
of  corapiiseion  for  the  unknown  mother.  Com- 
sunding  his  honlsraau  to  be  silent  as  to  what  he 
bad  witnessed,  he  took  the  infant  in  his  arms  and 
retamed  with  it  to  his  caBtle. 

Now,  so  it  happened  that  the  wife  of  bis  stew- 
ard bad,  about  a  week  before,  been  delivt;ri:d  of  a 
child  which  lived  but  a  very  few  days,  leaving 
the  mother  in  great  offlic^on.     The  count  gave 
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her  Uie  tnliiat,  and  the  monej  found  with  it,  and 
■old  ber  the  story  of  the  ark,  with  »  amag  itgiine- 
tiou  uf  secrocy,  eiitreating  ber  to  take  cfavge  of 
the  cliild  and  reiir  it  as  her  own.  The  good  wo- 
man doubted  the  siory,  and  strongly  stispecled 
ber  master  of  baviog  fallen  into  an  error  in  bia 
uld  age ;  sh«  received  the  infant,  bowever,  aa  a 
gin  from  Hiraven,  »eat  to  console  her  in  her  afflict 
tiou.  and  pressed  it  with  tears  to  her  bosom,  (at 
she  thought  of  tht:  child  sbe  faad  lost. 

Fielayo,  therefore,  was  reared  on  the  banks  at 
the  Tagus  as  the  of&pring  of  the  steward  aod 
bis  wifo,  and  th«  adopted  xa  of  the  oount.  Tbu 
vetvran  cavnlier  bore  in  mind,  boweTer,  thai  his 
youthful  charge  was  of  illustrious  lineage,  ood 
took  delight  in  accomplishing  him  in  all  things 
befitting  a  pci'iei-t  hidalgo,  tie  placed  himasttide 
of  a  horse  ahnoet  as  soon  as  be  could  wkDc  ;  a 
lance  and  cross-bow  were  his  earliest  plajtbiti^ 
and  he  wiu  taught  lo  hunt  the  amail  game  of  the 
ibrefit  until  strong  enough  to  accompany  the  count 
in  his  more  rugged  sports.  Thus  he  wns  inored 
lo  all  kinds  of  hardj  exercises,  and  rendered 
be«dlesa  of  danger  and  fatigne.  Nur  was 
the  discipline  of  his  mitid  neglected.  Under  the 
inetructiooe  of  a  neighboring  friar,  be  learned  In 
read  in  u  manner  that  surprised  tile  erudition  of 
bis  fuister-liiUier  ;  for  he  could  con  more  correclly 
all  the  orisons  of  the  Virgin,  and  listened  to  mass, 
and  attended  all  Uie  ceremouiM  of  the  Church, 
with  a  diiicretion  trulj  exemplary.  Some  ancient 
chroniclers  have  gone  so  &r  as  to  say  that  he  even 
excelled  iu  i:lerkly  craft  ;  bat  this  is  most  likely  a 
foitd  ezo^erHCion. 


I 
■ 
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Time  glided  by.  King  Ezicr  whs  gathers)  to 
bis  falhere,  and  his  sou  Witiza  reigned  in  bi§ 
stead.  All  the  chivalry  of  the  kiDgdom  was  sum- 
tDOoed  lo  Toledo  to  give  r^pleudor  to  his  corona- 
tkm.  The  good  old  couni  prepared,  nmoug  thi- 
re«t,  to  appear  at  a  court  from  which  he  had  long 
been  absent,  Uis  ancieut  serving-mcu  were  tir- 
rayed  in  the  antiquated  garbs  in  wbich  they  had 
figured  in  bis  days  of  youthful  gallantry,  and  bi* 
honiebold  troops  in  the  battered  artnor  whicfa  had 
seea  bard  service  in  the  Held,  but  which  bad  long 
mated  in  the  armory.  He  determined  to  laJu: 
with  him  his  adopted  sou  Pelayo,  now  seven  yeant 
of  age.  A  surcoai  was  made  for  him  from  tbe 
mantle  of  rich  brocade  in  which  be  had  been 
fonnd  wrapped  in  the  ark.  A  palfrey  was  also 
eajMrisoued  for  him  iu  warlike  style.  It  waa  a 
rare  wght,aays  the  old  cbronicter,  to  see  the  anti- 
quated cbivalry  of  tbe  good  Coant  Grafeses  parad- 
ing across  the  bridge  of  tbe  Tagus,  or  figuring  in 
the  streets  of  Toledo,  in  contrast  Lo  tbe  silken  and 
shining  retinues  of  tbe  mori;  modern  courtiers ; 
bttt  tbe  veteran  wan  bailed  with  joy  by  many  of 
the  andent  nobles,  his  early  companions  in  anna. 
Tbe  populace,  too,  when  they  bebeld  the  yoatbfal 
Pelayo  ambling  by  bis  side  on  his  gentle  palfrey, 
were  struck  with  tbe  cbivalroos  demeanor  of  the 
boy.sDd  the  perfect  manner  in  whidi  be  managed 
his  staed. 


CUAfTKK  II. 

j  ckiuwcfo,  «ko  i^figd  in  ToMa  to 
I  do  liOMg«  W  ikc  M«  king  <na  FcfAib 
Dakt  uf  CkMaliM.  Bi  hA  U>  wife  n  tUr 
CMdt  MWiBg  (h«  aMWftMi^ — far  tfcs  fair  I  ■hi 
«W  9^  a  tka   ■■lilJM  •MTharkMtr.Milk 


*»  low  <ir  Am  Cm^tani.     Tl»  dnb  «m  ■»- 

k  fitlbwd  UiB  <rilh  Ub  «]>»  «k  dl  ¥ii  J  Miifil 


)^  to  b«  Kttmd  bj  bim  ikt  all  )£■  c 


The  •wuiit  willing;  ^.-umptiwE  inUL  hts  ■■hjbiiiii. 
kaowuig  tliu  j^ac  prumsBi  qf  cba  Dufcs  of  Qto- 
tMbcia,  who  i>iu>  acuounied  »  mime  of  k 
■irUuk  **  Fur  nv  ovm  part."  jstit  tw,  "  E  •: 
gi—uBt  but  Uula  >M{Ntil«  of  ituintiittti^  tlu  1m«  -. 
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for  many  years  have  pasged  sinco  I  gave  up  llio 
exercise  of  arms,  anil  liMlo  am  I  worth  at  provont 
excepting  to  blow  tlic  born  anil  follow  tbu  lioiinil." 

When  the  ceremonies  of  the  mronatioti  werQ 
aver,  therefore,  the  Duke  of  CanlabriB  i]e]<arte'1 
for  his  castle,  accompauieil  by  the  jonug  Polayo 
aod  the  count,  for  the  gooil  oli)  (<svalier  could  not 
yet  tear  liimaelf  from  liis  H'lopted  child. 

As  they  drew  near  tlit  cwtic,  the  dnchsM 
CBine  forth  with  a  graml  retinue;  for  they  wei* 
■>  petty  soTereigw  to  (Jwir  domuiia.  The  dulls 
praaeBied  Peiayo  to  her  ■■  her  page^  and  ibc 
janth  kndt  lo  kin  her  haodl,  but  she  raiaeil  bin 


pritA  lum  the  leanalood  in  her  «yM. 

•  God  Utm  thee,  gentle  |Mge,'  mU  (be,  "  anJ 
ftMtfie  ihec  lo  the  days  of  lambood  ;  far  fhoa 
hwt  ia  Am  the  poaiw  <4^a 
Bvt  jorU  MMt  he  the  heat  U'  tfe  ■ 

MB  kMM  of  Meh  ••«•:' 

Oh  Aai  Akj,  whcB  the  ^mr  «m  « 
hKovag  MMci,  Pel^v  Istt  hii  ffam  » 

•Agpaggi*      lllllllll.#rt,W«»<| 

(tf^aaUs;  b«  A« dMin 4adbl  hin 
h»r»A«fi^    tkwmmmr^m 

«H(^h 
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estly,  "  is  this  indeed  thy  son?"  The  cottat  i^ 
iiol  prepared  for  bo  direct  a  question.  '*  Off" 
truth,"  said  be,  "  he  ia  but  the  Bon  of  xaj  ad< 
tioD  i  yet  is  he  of  noble  lineage,"  The  ducli< 
again  addressed  him  with  tenfold  aolemaity. 
thy  hoDor  aa  a  knight,  do  not  trifle  with  i 
who  are  the  parents  of  this  child  ? " 
count,  moved  by  her  agitatioD,  briefly  told  '^s 
story  of  the  ark.  When  the  duchess  hcanS. 
she  gave  a  great  sigh  and  fell  as  one  dead.  — 

reviving,  she  embraced  Pclayo  with  mingled  tcss.^ 
and  kisses,  attd  proclaimed  him  as  her  loog— '^H 


1 


CHAPTER  III. 


How  Pf  Uto 
AArrn'art 
Rich    Merdiuit  of     Bardemx.- 


Kiconne  of  tha  tlaty 


1HE  kDthentic  Agapidn  paaaes  over  iiwiiy 
pages  of  tbe  ancietit  chroaicle  namling 
the  eari^  life  of  Pelayo,  preaenluig 
■ntU^  of  itrikuig  inipoTtenee-  Hit  fatiwr,  tba 
Ikike  of  Cuubru,  wae  dead,  sad  be  WM  esra- 
Mlrnncd  bjrUs  iridowed  mother  at  acsMlsio 
Ab  PjFifLM,  oat  of  tl«  read)  of  (be  dangcn 
I  i/  the  coort.      Here  that  hMiy 
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thing  they  met.  They  used  smooth  wonis  when 
necesNiry,  but  foKe  when  they  dared.  Thoogh 
poor,  ihej  were  prond  :  there  was  not  one  who  did 
not  ptume  himself  apou  bciiig  a  hijo  de  algo,  or 
SOD  of  somebody.  Whenever  Pelayo,  Iherefbre. 
hanted  on  the  borders  infealed  by  these,  be  was 
attended  by  .1  page  conducliog  hb  bone,  with  hU 
buckler  and  Innoe,  to  be  at  hand  \a  ctse  of  need. 

At  the  head  of  a  band  of  fourieea  of  these 
self-slyled  hidtdgos  of  Gascouy  was  a  broken-down 
cavalier  by  the  name  of  Arnitud.  He  and  four 
of  his  comrades  were  well  armed  and  tnonnted, 
the  rest  were  mere  scam  per-g rounds  on  foot, 
armed  with  darts  aud  javelins.  This  band  wu 
(be  terror  of  ibe  border ;  here  to-day,  gone  to- 
morrow ;  sometimes  in  one  pass  of  the  moun- 
tains, sometimes  in  another ;  sometimes  they 
made  desceuia  into  Spain,  harassing  the  roads 
and  marauding  the  coontry,  and  were  over  the 
Dtoantains  again  and  into  France  before  a  force 
could  he  sent  against  ihera. 

It  so  happened  that  while  Pelayo  with  a  num- 
ber of  his  huntsmen  was  on  ike  border,  this  Gas- 
con cavalier  and  his  crew  were  on  the  mnraud. 
They  had  heard  of  a  rich  merchant  of  Bordeaux 
who  was  to  pass  through  the  mouaioins  on  bia 
way  to  one  of  the  ports  of  Biscay,  with  which 
several  of  his  vessels  traded,  aud  that  be  would 
carry  with  him  much  money  fur  the  pui'diai-e  of 
merchandise.  Tbey  determined  to  ease  him  of 
his  money-bags  ;  for,  being  hidalgos  who  lived 
by  the  sword,  they  considereii  all  peaceful  men  of 
trade  as  lawful  spoil,  sent  by  Huuveti  for  the  sup- 
ply of  men  of  valor  and  gentle  blood. 
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As  ihey  waylaid  n  lonely  defile  they  bulield 
the  Riercliant  approach ijig.  He  was  a  fair  and 
portly  mnii,  n-huse  looks  bespoke  the  good  cheer 
of  his  native  uiiy.  Fie  wad  mounted  on  a  stalely 
and  wctl-feil  steed :  Inside  him  oa  pnlfreya  paced 
his  wife,  a  comely  dame,  ainl  his  daughter,  a 
danucl  of  marringeable  age,  aad  I'liJr  to  look  upon. 
A  young  man,  his  nephew,  who  acted  as  hia 
clerk,  rude  with  tliem,  and  a  single  domestic  fol- 
lowed. 

When  the  travellers  had  ailranced  within  the 
defile,  the  bandeleros  rushed  from  behind  a  rock 
and  set  upon  ihcm.  The  nephew  fought  valiant- 
ly and  was  slain  ;  the  servant  fled  ;  the  mer- 
chant, though  little  used  to  the  exercise  of  arms, 
and  of  unwieldy  hulk,  made  courageous  defense, 
baTiog  his  wife  and  daughter  and  his  money-bega 
at  barurd.  He  was  wounded  in  two  places  and 
overpowered. 

The  freeliootera  were  disappointed  at  not  find- 
ing the  booty  they  expected,  and  putting  their 
Bworda  to  the  breast  of  the  merchnni.  demanded 
where  was  the  money  with  which  he  was  to  traffic 
in  Biscay .  The  trembling  merchant  informed 
them  that  a  trusty  servant  was  following  him  at 
no  great  distance  with  a  stout  iiockney  laden 
with  bags  of  money.  Overjoyed  at  thii;  intelli- 
gence, they  bonnd  their  captives  to  trees  and 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  treasure. 

Iq  the  mean  time  Pelayo  was  on  a  hill  near  a 
narrow  pass,  awaiting  a  wild  boar  which  his 
huntsmen  were  to  rouse.  While  thus  posted  the 
merchant's  servant,  who   had   escaped,  came  run- 
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uijig  iu  breathless  terror,  but  fell  oo  his  knees  be- 
fore Peiayo  aiul  uraved  his  life  in  the  laimi  pite- 
ous lerins,  supposing  him  another  of  the  robbers. 
It  was  some  time  before  he  could  be  persuaded  of 
his  mislake  and  mode  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
robbery.  When  Pel*yo  heard  the  (ale,  he  per- 
ceived ihat  the  robbers  in  question  tnasl  be  the 
Gascuu  iiiddgod  upou  the  scamper.  Taking  his 
armor  from  the  page,  he  pul  on  his  helmet,  clung 
his  buckler  rouud  his  neck,  took  lance  in  band, 
and  mouDtiug  hia  horse,  compelled  the  trembliag 
servant  \o  guide  him  to  the  sceue  of  the  robbery. 
At  the  same  time  he  dispatched  hie  page  to  sum- 
mon as  many  of  his  huutsmeii  iis  possible  lo  his 
oBBtstance. 

When  the  robbers  saw  Pelayo  advanciug 
through  the  forest,  the  sun  sparkling  upou  his 
rich  armor,  luid  saw  Ihat  he  was  attended  but  by 
a  single  page,  they  considered  him  a  new  pri», 
and  Arnuud  and  two  of  his  companions  mounting 
their  horses  advanced  to  meet  him-  Pelayo  put 
himself  in  a  narrow  pass  between  two  rocks, 
where  he  could  only  be  attacked  in  front,  and, 
bracing  his  buckler  and  lowering  his  lance,  await- 
ed their  coming. 

"  Who  and  what  ure  ye,"  cried  he^  "  and  what 
seek  ye  in  this  land  ?  " 

"  We  are  huntsmen,"  cried  Arnaud,  "  in  quest 
of  game  ;  and  lo  !  it  rims  into  our  toils." 

'■  By  ray  faith,"  said  Pelayo,  "  thou  wilt  find 
the  game  easier  roused  than  taken  ;  have  ul  thee 
for  a  villain." 

60   saying,    he    put   spurs    to  his    horse  and 
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diarged  upoa  biia.  Arnaud  \taa  toiallj  uiipre- 
pared  for  so  sudden  au  assault,  baviug  scarce  au- 
ticipated  a  defense.  He  hastily  couched  his 
lance,  bill  it  mersly  glanced  on  [Le  shield  of 
Peluyo,  who  sent  his  own  tbrougb  the  middle  of 
his  breast,  and  threw  him  oat  of  his  saddle  lo  the 
earth.  One  of  the  other  robbers  made  at  Pelayo 
and  woanded  him  ajigbtl}'  iu  the  side,  but  re- 
ceived a  blow  on  the  head  which  cleft  his  skull- 
c^)  and  sank  into  his  bmin.  His  conipanioa, 
seeing  him  fall,  galloped  off  through  the  forest. 

'By  this  time  three  or  four  of  the  robbers  on 
loot  bud  come  up,  and  assailed  Pelayo.  He  re- 
ceiT^ed  two  of  their  daria  on  his  buckler,  a  jareliu 
r&zed  Ills  cuirass,  and  his  horse  received  two 
wounds.  Pelayo  then  rushed  upon  them  and 
struck  one  dead  ;  ibe  others,  seeing  several  hunts- 
men advancing,  look  to  flight;  two  were  overtaken 
and  made  prisoners,  the  rest  escaped  by  clamber- 
ing among  rocks  and  precipices. 

The  good  merchant  of  Bordeaux  and  his  family 
beheld  this  scene  with  trembling  and  atnazemenl. 
They  almost  looked  upon  Pelayo  as  something 
more  than  mortal,  for  they  had  never  witnessed 
SQch  fent<>  of  xrms.  Still  iliey  eonsidercd  him  as 
a  leader  of  some  rival  band  of  robliera,  and  when 
he  came  np  and  had  the  bands  loosened  by  which 
Ihey  were  fastened  to  the  trees,  they  fell  at  his 
feel  and  implored  for  mercy.  It  was  with  difB- 
cully  he  could  pacify  their  fears ;  the  females 
were  soonest  reassured,  especially  the  daughter, 
for  the  yonng  maid  was  struck  with  the  gentle 
demeanor  and  noble  countenance  of  Pelayo,  and 
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said  lo  herself,  Sarel;  Dothing  widied  can  dwell 
ID  HO  heavenlj  n  form. 

Pelajo  DOW  ordered  ihat  the  woonds  of  the 
merchant  should  be  dressed,  ttod  his  own  exam- 
itied.  When  his  cnirass  was  lakea  oS)  his  wound 
was  fonod  to  be  but  slight :  bat  his  men  were  so 
exasperated  at  seeing  his  blood,  that  ihey  would 
bare  put  the  two  captive  Gascons  to  death  had 
he  not  forbade  ihem.  He  now  sounded  his  hunl- 
iug  horn,  whidi  echoed  from  rock  to  rO(^  and 
was  auswered  by  sbouts  and  horns  from  rarioDs 
parts  of  the  mouutains.  The  merchant's  heart 
misgave  him ;  he  again  thought  be  was  among 
robbers ;  nor  were  bis  fears  allajed  when  he  be- 
held in  a  little  while  more  than  forty  men  assem- 
bling together  from  various  parts  of  the  fori-si, 
clad  io  huDting'Jresses,  with  boar-spears,  daiia, 
and  hunting-swords,  and  each  leading  a  hound  by 
a  long  cord.  All  this  was  a  new  and  a  wild 
world  to  the  asloiiii<he(]  merchant,  nor  was  his  un- 
easiness abated  wheri  be  beheld  his  servant  arrive 
leading  the  hackney  laden  with  money.  Cerlaiu- 
ly,  said  he  to  himself,  this  will  be  too  tempting  a 
spoil  for  these  wild  men  of  the  mountains. 

The  huntsmen  brought  with  tliem  a  boar, 
which  they  had  kilted,  and  being  hungry  from 
the  chase,  they  lighted  a  6re  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
and  each  cutting  such  portion  of  the  boar  as  lie 
liked  best,  roasted  it  at  tbe  fire,  and  ate  it  with 
bread  taken  from  his  wallet.  The  merchant,  bin 
wife,  and  daughter  looked  at  all  thl.t  and  won- 
dered, for  they  had  never  beheld  so  savage  a  re- 
past.    Felayo  then  inquired  of  ihem  if  they  did 
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Dot  ftesire  to  enl.  They  were  loo  muuli  in  ftwe  of 
hini  to  decline,  though  tbejrfelt  » loathing  at  the  idea 
of  this  bunler'a  fare.  Lineo  cloths  were  therefore 
spread  under  the  shade  of  a  groHi  oak,  to  screen 
tbem  from  the  sun  ;  and  when  they  had  seated 
themselves  round  it,  they  were  served,  to  their 
•gloiiishineut,  not  with  the  fle^li  of  the  boar,  but 
with  dainty  viands,  such  as  the  inercbunt  had 
■carcelj  hoped  lo  Und  out  of  the  walls  of  bis 
DKtive  city  of  Bordeaax. 

While  tbey  were  eating,  the  young  damsel,  the 
daughter  of  the  merchant,  could  not  keep  her  eyes 
from  Pelnyo.  Gratitude  for  his  protection,  ad- 
miration of  his  valor,  had  filled  her  heart ;  and 
when  she  regarded  bis  noble  countenance,  now 
that  he  had  laid  aside  his  helmet,  she  thought  she 
beheld  something  divine.  The  heart  of  the  lender 
Donzella,  says  the  old  historian,  was  kind  and 
yielding ;  and  had  PeUyo  thought  fit  to  ask  the 
greatest  boon  that  love  and  beauty  could  bestow,  — 
doubtless  meaning  her  own  fair  band,  —  she  would 
not  have  had  the  cruelty  lo  say  bim  nay.  Pelayo, 
Itowever,  had  no  such  tliought.  The  love  of 
wotOMi  had  never  yet  entered  in  bis  heart :  aivi 
thongfa  he  regarded  the  damsel  as  the  fairest 
miiden  he  hud  ever  behtid,  her  beauty  caused  no 
perturbnliun  in  his  hreasl. 

When  ilie  repast  was  over.  Pelayo  offered  to 
oonduct  the  merchant  and  bis  family  through  the 
passes  of  the  mouiilnine,  which  were  yet  danger- 
oos  from  the  scattered  band  of  Gascoas.  The 
bodies  of  the  slain  marauders  were  buried,  and 
the  corpse  of  the  nephew  of  the  merchant  was 
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laid  upon  one  of  the  horses  captured  in  ihe  battle. 
They  theo  formed  iLeir  cavalcade  aod  pursued 
iheir  way  slowly  up  oue  of  llie  steep  and  wiuding 
defiles  of  the  Pyrenees. 

Towards  sunset  tliey  arrived  at  the  dwelling 
of  B  holy  hermit.  It  was  hewu  out  of  the  solid 
rock,  a  cross  was  over  the  door,  and  before  it  was 
a  spreading  oak,  with  a  sweet  spring  of  water  at 
its  foot.  Here  the  body  of  Ihe  merchant's  nephew 
was  buried,  close  by  the  wall  of  this  sacred  re- 
treat, and  the  hermit  performed  a  mass  for  the 
repose  of  his  soul.  Pelayo  then  obtained  leave 
from  the  holy  father  that  the  merchant's  wife  and 
daughter  should  pass  the  night  within  his  cell ; 
and  the  hermit  made  beds  of  moss  for  them  and 
gave  them  his  benediction ;  but  the  damsel  found 
little  rest,  so  miitli  were  her  Ihougbia  occnpied  by 
the  yonthful  cavalier  who  had  delivered  her  from 
death  or  dishonor. 

When  all  were  buried  in  repose,  the  hermit 
came  to  Pelayo,  who  was  sleeping  by  the  spring 
under  the  tree,  and  he  awoke  him  and  »aid,  "  Arise 
my  son,  and  listen  to  my  words."  Pelayo  arose 
and  sealed  himself  on  a  rock,  and  the  holy  man 
stood  before  him,  and  the  beams  of  the  moon  fell 
on  hi^  silver  hair  and  beard,  and  he  snid:  "This 
is  no  time  to  be  sleeping ;  for  know  that  thou  art 
chosen  for  a  great  work.  Behold  the  ruin  of 
Spain  is  at  hand,  destruction  shall  come  over  it 
like  a  cloud,  and  there  shall  be  no  safeguard. 
For  it  is  the  will  of  Heaven  that  evil  shall  for  a 
time  have  sway,  and  whoever  withstands  it  shall 
be  destroyed.     But  tarry  thoti  not  to  see  these 
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tbb^,  for  thou  canat  oot  relieve  them.  Di|iarl 
uti  a  pilgrimage,  und  visit  the  sepulchre  of  our 
blessed  Lord  in  Palestine,  nnd  purify  thyself  hy 
prayer,  and  enrol  thystlf  in  ihi:  order  of  chivalry, 
(Uid  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  redempiiou  of 
thy  country.  When  thou  shall  return,  thou  wilt 
find  thyself  a  stranger  in  the  land.  Thy  residence 
win  be  in  wild  dens  nod  cavea  of  the  earth,  which 
ihy  young  foot  has  never  U'odden.  Thou  wilt 
liDd  thy  counlrymeu  harboring  with  the  bcaate 
of  the  forest  and  the  eagles  of  the  mountaiua. 
The  land  whidi  thou  leavesl  smiling  with  corn- 
fields.  and  ravered  with  vines  and  olives,  thou 
will  find  overmn  with  weeds  and  [horn*  and 
brambles ;  and  wolves  will  roam  where  thi're  huve 
been  peaceful  flocks  anil  herds.  But  thou  will 
weed  out  the  lares,  and  destroy  the  wolves,  :<rid 
raise  again  the  head  of  thy  aufiering  countrv-" 

Much  further  discourse  had  Peliiyo  with  iliis 
holy  man,  who  revealed  lo  hioi  many  of  the  fear- 
ful events  that  were  to  happen,  and  counseled 
him  the  way  in  which  be  was  to  act. 

When  the  morning  stin  shone  upon  ttie  roouu- 
laint,  the  parly  asaembled  round  the  door  of  the 
hermitage,  and  made  a  repast  by  the  fouutaiu 
under  the  tree.  Then,  having  received  the  bene- 
diction of  the  hennii.  they  departed,  aud  travelled 
Ifarmigii  the  forests  and  defiles  of  the  mounlatn.  in 
the  gvahnew  of  the  day ;  aud  when  the  merdiaut 
beheld  hi>  wife  and  dau^ter  thus  secttre  bj  bin 
side,  axid  die  hacbney  ladeo  with  bin  ireasnre  fol- 
lowing doM:  bdund  him,  fail  haarl  was  li^t  in  hi> 
bcaom,  and  be  caroOed  as  be  went.     But  FeUyo 


258  TBE  LECESD   OF  PELAYO 

rode  in  sileiiw,  for  his  iniad  was  deeply  moviJ  by 
the  revelalioDS  and  iLe  counsel  of  ihe  hcrinlt  [  and 
the  daughter  of  the  mercbaut  ever  and  auoii  re- 
garded him  with  eyes  of  leDdcrnesaaDdadmiralioD, 
and  deep  sighs  spoke  the  iigilalion  of  her  bosom. 

At  length  they  came  lo  where  tha  forests  aad 
[be  rociu  IcrminHted,  and  n  secure  road  Iny  before 
them ;  and  here  Pelayo  piiased  lo  take  hia  leave, 
t^pointing  a  number  of  hia  followers  to  attend 
and  guard  them  to  Ihe  nearest  town. 

When  they  came  lo  part,  the  merchant  and  his 
wife  were  laud  in  their  thanks  and  benediclions ; 
but  for  some  time  the  daughter  spake  tiever  a 
word.  At  length  ehe  raised  her  eyes,  whiuh  were 
filled  with  tears,  Hiid  looked  wistfully  at  Pelayo, 
aud  her  bosom  throbbed,  and  al^er  a  struggle  be- 
tween strong  affectioD  and  virgiu  tnodesly  her 
heart  relieved  itnelf  by  words. 

"  Senor,"  said  she,  "  I  know  that  1  am  humble 
and  unworthy  of  the  notice  of  so  noble  a  cavalier, 
but  suffer  me  to  place  this  ring  on  a  finger  of  your 
right  hand,  with  which  you  have  so  bravely 
rescued  us  from  death ;  aud  when  you  regard  it, 
yoo  shall  consider  it  as  a  memorial  of  your  own 
valor,  and  not  of  one  who  is  too  humble  to  be 
remembered  by  you."  Witli  these  words  she 
drew  a  ring  from  off  hei 
the  linger  of  Pelayo ;  an 
blushed  and  trembled  at 
stood  as  o[ie  abashed,  w 
upon  the  carili. 


r  finger  »nd  put   it  upon 
d  having  done  this,  she 

her  own  bold  new,  nod 
ith  her  eyes  cast  down 

L  her  words,  and  ni  the 
iuucIl  of  her  fair  hand,  and  at  her  beauty  as  sho 
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ilood  thus  troubled  and  in  tears  bclbrc  him  ;  but 
u  jet  he  knew  uotbing  of  wnmnn,  and  his  heart 
WM  free  from  the  simres  of  love.  "  Amiga" 
(friend),  said  he,  "  I  accept  lliy  present,  and  will 
wear  it  in  remembrance  of  thy  goodness."  The 
damsel  was  cheered  by  these  words,  for  she  hoped 
she  bad  nwHkened  some  tenderness  in  his  bosom  ; 
but  it  was  no  snch  thing,  siiya  the  ancient  chroni- 
cler, for  his  heart  was  ignoraol  of  love,  and  was 
devoted  to  higher  and  luore  sacred  matters ;  yet 
oertaio  it  is,  thai  he  always  guarded  well  that 
ring. 

They  parted,  and  Pelajo  iind  his  huntsmen  ro- 
nuiued  for  some  time  on  a.  clilT  on  the  verge  of 
the  forest,  watching  ihal  no  evil  befell  ihem  about 
the  skirls  of  (he  mountain  ;  and  the  damsel  oflen 
torned  her  head  to  look  at  him,  nritil  she  could 
DO  longer  see  him  for  the  distance  and  the  tears 
that  dimmed  her  eyes. 

And,  for  thai  he  hod  accepted  her  ring,  she 
considered  herself  wedded  to  him  in  her  heart, 
and  never  married ;  nor  cuuld  be  brouglit  to  look 
with  eyes  of  aSeclion  upon  any  other  man,  but 
for  the  true  love  which  she  bore  Pelayo  she 
lived  and  died  a  virgin.  And  she  composed  h 
book,  continues  the  old  chronicler,  which  treated 
of  lore  niid  chivalry,  and  the  temptatioiis  of  this 
mortHJ  life,  —  and  one  part  discoursed  of  celestial 
things  —  and  it  was  called  the  "Contemplations 
of  Li>ve ; "  bttause  al  the  lime  she  wrote  it  she 
ibougbt  uf  Pelayo,  and  of  his  having  received 
iter  jewel,  and  called  ber  by  the  gentle  oamQ  of 
'  Amiga  i"  and   often   thiuking   of  him,  and   of 
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ber  never  having  bebeld  bim  more,  Ui  lender 
wdtie^s  she  woald  tske  tite  book  nhicfa  die  ImiI 
writien,  aad  woald  read  it  fin-  him,  aad,  wliiie 
sbe  repeated  the  words  of  lore  which  it  con- 
tained, slie  would  faiii:7  tbem  nttercd  b;  Pelnyo^ 
and  thai  be  atood  before  ber.' 

>  El  Mora  Eaai*,  DafUfom  <ti  Syit,  fC  t,  c  IftL 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


I 


Pngrimnge  of  Pelnyo,  ond  wbit  befell  bim  on  his  Ritun)  I-) 

^^^^flLAYO,  Hucordiug  to   the  old  clirouicle 

Bl^2j  dei^plf  impressed  wiih  the  revelations 
cnade  to  hini  by  the  saintly  hennit,  ani]  prepare'! 
to  set  forth  upon  the  pilgrimage  to  ibe  Holy 
Sepalchrt.  Sume  bbtoriaus  hare  ulleged  that  he 
was  quiekeot^  to  this  piotis  expeilitiou  by  fears 
of  violence  from  the  widied  King  Wtiza ;  lint  at 
this  time  Wiliza  was  in  hi§  gmve,  aiiJ  Boderiek 
ewRyed  the  Gothic  scepire ;  the  "age  Agapida  is 
tfaereforo  iaclinei!  to  attribute  the  pilgrimage  to 
the  nystcriouB  reTeUtlioa  alreoily  tneutiuiied. 

Having  tuTanged  ibe  concerns  oi'  hii<  house- 
hold, choeeu  the  best  suit  of  armor  from  his 
armory,  and  (be  best  Lor^e  from  bif  stnlile,  and 
supplied  hiin-^ir  with  jewels  and  »ioni  of  gold 
for  fab  eipeuses,  he  took  leave  of  his  mother  and 
hii  nsler  Lucinda,  as  if  departing  upon  a  distant 
joDroey  in  Spjdo,  and,  attended  only  by  his 
pkge,  set  out  Dpon  hb  holy  wayfaring.  De- 
eoendiug  from  the  ro^ed  Pyrenees,  he  jourueyisti 
II  throngb  the  fair  plains  of  France  to  MarseiUet, 

j^^H       wfaov:,    laying   bj    his   armor,  and    Jeuviog    his 
^^H     fcaiMi  in  safe  keefung,  he  pat   on  a  pilgrim's 
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gnrb,  with  etaff  nod  scrip  anil  cockle-shell,  and 
embarked  on  himtd  of  a  gallej  bound  Tor  Sicilr. 
From  Messina  be  voyaged  id  a  small  bark  lo 
Khodes ;  thence  id  a  galliot,  with  a  number  of 
other  pilgrim.%  lo  I  he  Holy  Land.  Having 
passed  a  year  of  pious  devotion  lit  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  an<l  visited  all  the  places  rendered 
eacred  by  the  footsteps  of  our  Lord,  and  of  bis 
mother  ihe  ever-blessed  Virgin,  and  haviDg  re- 
ceived the  order  of  knighthood,  he  turned  his 
iteps  toward  his  native  iitnd. 

The  discreet  Agapida  here  pauses  and  forbears 
to  follow  the  ancient  chronicler  further  in  his 
narration,  for  an  interval  of  obscurity  now  occurs 
in  the  ibrtunes  of  Pelayo.  Some  who  have  en- 
deavored lo  ascertain  and  connect  the  links  of 
his  romantic  and  eventful  story,  have  rcprcseoted 
him  as  returning  from  hb  pilgrimage  in  lime  lo 
sliare  in  the  last  struggle  of  his  couutry,  and  as 
signalizing  himself  in  the  fatal  buttle  on  the 
banks  of  the  Goadalele.  Others  declare  that  by 
the  time  ho  arrived  in  Spain  the  perdition  of  the 
country  was  complete ;  that  inlidel  chiej^ns 
bore  sway  in  the  palaces  of  his  ancestors ;  that 
his  paternal  castle  was  a  ruin,  his  mother  in  h^ 
grave,  and  his  sister  Lucinda  carried  away  into 
captivity. 

Stepping  lightly  over  this  disputed  ground,  the 
cautious  Agapida  resumes  the  course  of  the  slory 
where  Felayo  discovers  the  residence  of  his  sister 
Id  the  city  of  Gijun.  on  the  Atlaulic  coast,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Asturian  Mountaiua.  It  was  a  for- 
midable fortress,  chosen  by  Taric  as  a  miliiary 
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poeU  lo  control  the  flenbonrd,  and  huld  \a  check 
tbr  Chmtiun  palriota  who  lin<1  taken  refuge  in 
the  neighboring  mountains.  The  commander  of 
tills  redo ub labia  rortrcsa  was  ti  renegado  chief, 
who  bns  been  VHriouxlj  named  by  hialorian^,  mid 
who  held  the  lister  of  Pelayo  a  caprive;  though 
olbera  afliriii  that  she  had  submilled  to  become 
his  wife,  TO  avoid  a  more  degradiug  fate.  Ao- 
cordiiig  to  tLe  old  chronicle  already  cited,  Pel&yo 
Mcoecded  by  artifice  in  exlricaling  her  fixim  hii 
hand^  and  bearing  hur  away  to  the  mountains. 
They  were  holly  pursued,  but  Pelayo  siriick  up 
k  Bleep  luid  rugged  defile,  where  scarcely  two 
penons  could  pass  abreast,  and  partly  by  bia 
Luowledge  of  the  defiles,  partly  by  hurling  down 
great  massea  of  rocb  to  check  his  pursuera, 
tfleded  the  escape  of  his  sister  and  himself  to  a 
Mean  part  of  llie  moaniains.  Here  ihey  (band 
tlMuaielTes  in  a  muU  green  meadow,  blocked  ap 
by  a  perpendicDlar  precipice,  whenoe  fell  a 
Mrea^  f>f  water  witfa  greal  notw  into  a  nalaTal 
tma  or  pool,  the  aoorce  of  Uw  river  Deva. 
Here  wm  the  faennitage  t£  one  of  ihow  holy 
Btv  who  bvi  acoootpwued  tlw  Ardibubop  Dr- 
taao  ia  Us  flighl  fioa  ToWb.  awl  had  ««ab- 
He 
b  tap&xn»  aUh  jof,  eip»- 
ciaSj  when  W  kaew  tbetr  rank  aai  Xory.  and 
W^acfcil  ifcaa  In  ^m  WtrtaX.  A  kind  of  ladder 
U  np  h*  an  ayulia  ■■  Oe  laoe  «f  the  nx^ 
■iaini  Ian  [ilii  \m^\%  friM  rhi  gmiiiiil  WitUa 
>  a  lofiy  eawn  afaUe  arf'  calannag  vMf 
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magnitude.  The  outer  caTem  .serred  b.<>  n  iJmpet. 
bavii^  an  altar,  a  crucifix,  nnd  ad  image  of  the 
blewed  Mar;. 

This  tvilil  retreat  Lad  never  been  molested  i 
Dot  a  Moslem  tiirbau  had  tieen  wen  within  the 
little  valley.  The  cavern  was  well  known  to  the 
Gothic  inhabitants  of  the  iiMuutaiiis  and  the  ad- 
jncent  valleys.  They  called  it  the  cuve  of 
Sauta  Marin ;  h«l  it  b  more  commonlT  knnwn  to 
&n)e  by  the  name  of  Covadonga.  It  had  many 
dmes  been  a  reeure  place  of  refuge  to  sufTcring 
Christians,  being  uukuown  lo  their  fnes,  and 
cspable  of  being  raivie  n  oaluml  citadeL  The 
eatnuiee  w»!  »o  far  from  the  gnjimd  that,  when 
the  tadder  was  removed,  a  handful  of  men  <nn)d 
defend  it  fKioi  all  assault  The  ?inalt  meadow  m 
final  afforile<l  pastnn^  and  ^puce  for  ganlens; 
lUid  the  stream  that  fell  from  the  ruck  was  froB 
a  iiever-Eiilins  spring.  The  valtey  w»s  hi^  m 
the  mountniii^ ;  «o  hi^  that  the  crow  sddon 
winged  its  Sight  ftcrws  iL  and  the  poi 
to  tt  were  so  steep  and  dangeroa*  tbat  i 
men  miglii  set  whole  armiw  at  defiaitc 

Sach  was  one  of  the  wiH  fimnesees  <  ^^^ 
Ajturia^.  wbidi  brtneii  the  forbm  h(^  of^^p 
happy  Spain.  The  anchorite:,  tun,  was  one  ot 
th'Me  religious  men  pemuilnl  by  the  cunquraon. 
from  tlieir  apparently  peaceful  and  iauAasve 
Urea,  to  inhabit  Lonely  chnpeb  and  bermingn, 
bat  wtuKe  cells  forme'l  places  of  wcret  moft 
and  council  (or  the  patriots  of  Spain,  uul  «hn 
kept  op  an  iniercoarfe  and  andeT^tamling  ataong 
the  scattered  remn&uts  '>r  the  uoliofi.     The  bolf 
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mn»  knew  ail  tlie  Clirislianx  of  tht-  A-'inriim. 
wbelher  living  in  the  almost  inaccessilile  cuvts 
aud  (lens  of  the  clifis,  or  in  the  narron-  vnlleys 
imbetlded  among  the  mountains-  He  represented 
ibem  lo  Pelayo  as  brave  and  hardy,  and  ready 
for  any  defperale  enterprise  that  miglit  promise 
deliverance ;  but  they  were  disheartened  by  the 
continued  subjection  of  their  country,  and  on  the 
point,  many  of  iliein.  of  deHeendina;  into  the 
plains  and  submilting.  like  the  rest  of  their  coun- 
Vfiaeo,  to  the  yoke  of  the  conquerors. 

When  Pelayo  considered  all  these  things,  he 
w»  persuaded  the  time  was  come  lor  effecting 
the  great  purpose  of  his  soul.  "  Father."  said 
h^  "  I  will  no  longer  play  the  fugitive,  nor  en- 
dmc  the  disgrace  of  my  country  and  my  line. 
Here  in  this  wilderness  will  I  rear  ouec  more 
(be  royal  standard  of  the  Goths,  and  attempt, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  shake  ofT  the  yoke 
of  the  invader." 

The  hermit  hailed  hie  words  with  transport,  as 
prognostics  of  the  deliverance  of  Spain.  Taking 
tlaff  in  hood,  be  repaired  to  the  nearest  valley 
Inhabited  by  Christian  fugitives.  "  Ilaiileii  in 
every  dirt'-JioN,'*  said  he,'uiiil  proclaim  lar  and 
wide  among  the  monntains  thai  Pelityo,  a  de- 
HKodant  of  the  Gothic  kings,  has  imfiirled  his 
banner  al  Covadongs  as  a  nillying-point  for  hi* 
«Mintr]rHiea.*' 

The  ^Ud  tidings  ran  like  wildfire  throughout 
■a  dkc  regkms  of  the  Aetorias.  Old  and  youu^ 
Marled  np  at  the  sound,  and  seized  whatever 
wespoaa  were  at  band.     From  mountain  cleft 
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and  secret  gleD  issued  forth  stark  aiid  Blalwarl 
warriors  grim  wilh  hardship,  anJ  armeJ  with 
old  Golhic  weapons  that  had  rusted  in  c«re^ 
■iuw  the  buttle  of  the  Guadalelc.  Others  turned 
their  rustic  imptemeDLs  into  apears  ami  twille- 
Rxes,  and  hastened  to  jiiin  llie  standurd  of  Pe- 
Ujo.  Every  day  beheld  Dunbera  of  patriot 
wwriore  arriving  in  the  nartow  valley,  or  ralber 
glen,  of  Covadoaga,  clad  in  all  the  various  garbs 
of  ancient  Spain,  —  for  here  were  fugitives  from 
every  provtiMe,  who  had  prelerred  liberty  amoiig 
the  strrile  rock?  of  the  mountuios  to  ease  and 
slavery  in  the  plnins.  lo  ■  tittle  while  Pelayo 
fonad  biiDfelf  at  the  head  of  «  formidable  force, 
haideoed  by  toil  and  suffering.  fir«d  with  dA 
^Mnisk  pridtf,  and  rendered  desperate  by  despcir. 
With  tbeee  be  maintained  a  warlike  sway  aiDoog 
the  mountains.  Did  any  infidel  InMpa  atieu^ 
to  penetrate  to  their  stronghold,  the  signal  fins 
blaxed  from  height  to  height,  the  steep  pusses  and 
defiles  brislkd  wiih  armed  men,  ai>d  nitka  were 
burled  opon  the  beads  of  ibe  intruders. 

By  degrees  the  forces  of  PeUyo  incic&aed  so 
moeh  in  number,  and  in  courage  of  besri,  thai 
be  sallied  forth  occasioDaDv  from  the  monnluie, 
swept  the  sea-coast,  nasaded  the  Moors  in  their 
towns  and  villages,  put  many  of  tbem  to  the 
ewwd.   and    relnmed    laden    with    spoil    to   tbe 


Hb  name  now  became  the  terror  of  tbe  iiiS- 
deb,  and  tbe  bope  sod  coosolatioo  of  tbe  Clins- 
tiane.  Tbe  heart  of  oU  Gothic  Spun  ww  ooee 
more  lifted  np,  and  hailed  his  staadnrd  as  Ik* 
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of  hnppier  days.  H<:r  scattered  sodx 
fts  &  people,  im(]  tlie  spirit  of  empire 
B  more  among  (hem.  Ga-thering  lo- 
^getherfrora  nil  pnrts  of  the  Astiiriaa  in  the  Val- 
ley of  Cnngos,  tliey  resolved  to  elecl  their  cham- 
jnon  their  'overeign.  Placing  ilie  feet  of  PcIbjo 
upon  n  shield,  several  of  the  starkest  wnrriorB 
raised  him  aloft,  Recording  to  niicietiL  Gothic 
ceremonia],  and  pro^nTed  him  as  king.  The 
mullilude  rent  the  air  ivith  their  transports,  and 
the  mouQlain  cliffs,  which  so  long  hud  echoed 
uothing  but  lamentations,  now  resounded  with 
shouts  of  joy.'  Thus  terminated  the  interreg- 
num of  Christian  Spain,  which  hud  lasted  since 
the  overthrow  of  Kittg  Roderick  and  hia  host  oa 
the  banks  of  the  Guadalcie,  and  the  new  king 
continued  with  au^inetiled  zeal  his  v' 
peditiotis  agdiiist  the  iufidels. 

1  Mania,  Crmicon  </«  Etpafia 


CaAPTEH  V. 

Tbe  Battle  otConiuagt. 

^g^|IDINGS  so»Q  spread  lliroughoul  SpMM  j 
^cSI  thai  the  Chrifidkns  of  tbe  AsmnM  irera  | 
JBlSy  ill  unai  and  had  procUimed  ■  king  I 
among  ihe  iBOUDtnina.  The  Tctentn  duet,  Tuie  j 
ei  Tuerlo,  was  atanned  (or  the  mktj  of  ike  » 
IxiAnl.  sod  dicorded  lest  thb  u^nnectiDn  sliotild  I 
«xleiKl  into  the  pUiii''.  He  de^fwXehed.  tbetvfbr«, 
iu  nil  baste,  a  puneriul  force  &om  Cordova,  undGT  j 
the    command  of  Ibrabim    AIcmdw.  cue  of  I ' 

toast  experienced  captains,  nilh   otden  to  (. 

tniiL-  the  ntouutain?  and  crush  ihb  dangmias  r 
bellioti.     Tbe  perfidious  BUliop  Oi^ms,  wk 
promoted   the   perdiliou  of  Spain,  ^ 
this  btjsl,  in  the  hope   that  thiou^  hb  ■ 
quence  Pelayo  uiigbt  be  induced  to  laj  4 
arms  and  his  oewl;  ns^umed  sceptre. 

The  artnj  made  rapid  marchea,  and  is  a  lew  ^ 
da_73  arrived  among  the  oarraw  TaUey»  of  iba  I 
Asturias.  Tbe  Christians  bad  receired  twcioe  of  f 
their  approac)i.  aud  fled  to  tbeir  SMtaeatet.  TIm  J 
Moon  found  the  valleys  silent  and  deanted ;  them  J 
were  Vnux^  of  men,  bat  not  a  man  waa  K 
TWf  parsed  through  the  moat  wild  and  dn«i7  ^ 
defi^a,  among  impeodiug  rocks'  —  I 


I 
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varied  by  amall  green  strips  of  mountain  iikm'].>iv, 
—  and  directed  their  march  for  the  lofty  valluy, 
or  rather  glen,  of  Covudoiign,  whither  they  learcit 
from  their  scouts  that  Pelaya  hitd  retired. 

The  newly  elected  kiug,  when  he  heard  of  the 
^piunch  of  this  mighty  force,  st'iil  his  sisler,  and 
■U  the  womeo  aod  cliildren,  to  a.  distant  and  ttecret 
pari  of  ihe  mountaiu.  He  then  cho^  a  thousand 
of  bis  best  armed  and  mosi  powerfii!  men,  and 
placed  them  within  the  eave.  Tlie  lighter  armed 
uid  less  vigoroae  he  ordered  to  climb  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  impending  rocks,  and  conceal  tbemselved 
among  ibe  thickets  with  which  they  were  crowned. 
Tliis  done  he  eulered  the  enveni  and  caused  the 
ladder  leAdiog  to  it  to  be  drawn  up. 

little  while  the  bray  of  dbtant  trumpets, 
iWid  the  din  of  aiabab  resounded  up  the  glen,  and 
'bole  goige  of  the  mountain  glistened 
D ;  squadron  afler  squadron  of 
Arabs  spurred  into  the  valley,  which 
whitened  by  their  tents.  The  veteran 
Ibnliim  Alcttmar,  trusting  that  be  had  struck  dis- 
may into  the  Christians  by  this  powerful  display, 
sent  tbe  crafty  Bishop  Oppas  to  parley  with  Pe- 
hyo,  and  fiersuode  him  lo  surreoder. 

The  bishop  advanced  on  his  steed  until  within 
«  >faorI  distance  of  ibe  cave,  an>l  Pelnyo  appeal^ 
■t  its  eiilronoe  with  lance  tn  baud.  The  silver' 
loogned  preUle  ui^ed  him  to  submit  to  the 
Ibekm  power,  assuring  him  that  he  would  be 
rewarded  with  gr«at  honors  aod  estates.  He  rep- 
resented ibe  tmldnest  of  ibe  conquetwv  to  all  who 
Mjbfflitted  to  tbeir  away,  and  llie  bofielewnMS  of 
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reeislance-  "  Remember,"  said  he,  "  how  mighty 
was  the  poiver  of  the  Gaih»,who  vanquisbet]  both 
Romans  mid  BiLrbariaii:>,  yel  bow  completely  was 
it  broken  down  nnd  nnnibilnled  by  these  people. 
If  [he  whole  nation  in  arraa  coiilii  not  stand  be- 
fore tbem,  what  canst  ibou  do  with  thy  wretched 
cavern  And  I hy  handful  of  mountaineers?  B« 
counseled  then,  Pekyo ;  give  up  this  desperaU) 
attempt ;  accept  the  libeful  terms  offered  thee ; 
abandon  these  sterile  mounlHins,  and  returti  to 
the  plains  to  live  in  wealth  and  honor  under  the 
magnunimou.')  rule  of  Tiiric.'' 

Pelayo  Ibtened  lo  the  hoary  trailor  with  mingled 
impiitience  and  disdain.  "  Perdition  has  come 
upon  Spain,"  replied  he,  "  through  the  degeneracy 
of  her  sons,  the  sins  of  her  rulers,  —  like  the 
wicked  King  Wiiiza  thy  brother,  —  and  the  treach- 
ery of  base  meu  like  thee.  But  when  punishment 
is  at  an  end,  mercy  and  forgiveness  succeed. 
The  Goihs  have  reached  the  lowest  extreme  of  mis- 
ury ;  it  is  for  ine  to  aid  Iheir  fortune  in  the  turn, 
and  soon  I  tru.^t  will  it  arise  to  iLs  former  gran- 
deur. Ab  to  thee,  Don  Oppas,  ihou  sliidt  stand 
abhorred  among  men,  fahe  to  ihy  coimtry,  trai- 
torous to  thy  king,  a  reaegado  Chrbtlan,  and  ao 
apostate  pries L" 

So  saying  he  turned  bis  back  upon  the  bishop 
and  retired  into  his  cave. 

Oppns  returned  pnle  with  shnme  and  malice  to 
Alcamar,  '■  These  people,"  said  be,  "  are  stiff- 
necked  in  their  rebellion  ;  their  punishment  should 
be  according  lo  iheir  obstinacy,  and  should  serve  as 
it  one  of  them  should  be 
permitted  to 
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Upon  this  Alcamar  ordered  a  graud  aMault 
Opon  the  csTem ;  and  the  ^lingers  and  the  cross- 
advHDced  in  great  force,  and  with  a  din 
ofatnbal?  and  Irumpels  Iliat  thiraleped  to  rend 
the  Tery  rocks.  They  dischiirgeJ  showera  of 
stones  and  arrows  at  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,  but 
their  missiles  rebounded  from  the  face  of  the  rock, 
ud  niftny  of  them  fell  upon  their  own  heads. 
This  is  recorded  as  a  miracle  by  pious  chroniclers 
of  yore,  who  affirm  that  tlie  slotiea  and  arrows 
•bsoluiely  turned  ia  the  air  and  killed  those  who 
bad  discharged  them. 

When  Alcatnar  and  Oppas  saw  that  the  attack 
was  inefieciual,  they  brought  up  fresh  forces  and 
nude  preparatious  to  scale  the  mouth  of  the  ca.T- 
ern.  At  lUh  motnenl,  s«js  the  old  chronicle,  a 
banner  was  put  ia  the  hand  of  Petayo,  bearing  a 
while  crofs  on  a  blood-red  field,  and  inscribed  on 
it  in  Cbaldeau  cliarsclen'  was  the  name  of  Jeetie. 
And  B  voice  fpnkc  unto  him  and  said,  *'  Arouse 
thy  Btrenglli  ;  go  forth  in  the  natne  of  Jesus 
Christ,  aiid  tbou  shalt  cooquer."  Who  gave  the 
banner  and  uttered  the  words  has  never  been 
known ;  tile  whole,  therefore,  stands  recorded  as 
a  mimde. 

Tbeu  Pehiyo  eleTuted  the  banner.  *■  Behold," 
said  be,  *■  «  sign  from  Heaven,  —  a  ftacred  croas 
MDl  to  lead  us  on  to  viclury." 

Upon  this  lite  people  gave  a  great  shout  of  joy; 
and  *Iu.'ii  the  SHraceus  heard  that  f^houl  wiliiiii 
ibe  eulrails  o(  the  mountaJn  their  hearts  quaked, 
tix  it  mat  like  the  mar  of  a  Tolcano  giving  lukeu 
of  an  eruptMo. 


THE  Lr.aEXD   OF  FfXA  TO. 


Btfore  they  could  recover  from  their  aatoaisb- 
ment,  liiQ  Christians  issiiefl  iu  a  turreui  fruiu  Ike 
tare,  nil  fired  with  rage  and  holy  wjiifidence. 
By  [heir  impetuuus  uss&itlL  they  bore  back  the 
first  rank  of  iheir  adversaries  and  forced  it  upon 
those  behind,  and  as  there  was  no  space  iu  thai 
narrow  valley  lo  display  a  front  of  war,  or  for 
many  to  light  at  a  tirae,  tbe  nurobers  of  the  foe 
but  caused  their  confusion.  The  horse  trampled 
ou  the  fool,  uud  the  lute  formidable  host  became 
a  mure  Rtruggliiig  and  distracted  oiultilude.  In 
the  front  was  caruage  and  confusion,  in  the  rear 
terror  and  fright ;  wherever  tbe  sacred  standard 
was  borne,  the  infidels  aj)[ieared  to  fall  before  it, 
as  if  smitten  by  some  invisible  hand  rather  lliao 
by  the  Christian   band. 

Early  iu  the  ligbt  Pclayo  encountered  Ibrahim 
Alcamar.  Tliey  fought  hand  lo  hand  on  llie 
border  of  the  pool  from  which  springs  the  river 
Deva,  and  tbe  Saracen  was  skin  upon  the  luar^n 
of  that  pool,  and  his  blood  mingled  with  its  wa- 

Wheii  the  Bishop  Oppaa  beheld  thb  be  would 
have  fled,  but  the  valley  was  closed  up  by  the 
mass  of  combatants,  and  Pel^u  overtook  bim 
mid  defied  him  to  the  fight.  But  tlie  bishop. 
though  armed,  was  as  craven  as  be  was  false,  sud 
yielding  uji  his  weapons  implored  for  mercy.  So 
Felayo  spared  Iiis  life,  but  sent  bim  boaud  lo  the 

Tbe  whole  Moorish  host  now  took  lo  headlong 
Hight.  Some  attempted  to  clamber  to  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountains,  but  tbey  were  assailed  by 
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ibe  troops  stationed  there  hj  Pelayo.  who  show- 
ered down  darts  and  nrrowa  and  great  naasses  of 
rock,  making  fearful  havoc 

The  great  body  of  the  urmy  fled  by  the  road  lead- 
ing along  the  ledge  or  shelf  overhanging  the  deep 
rftvine  of  the  Deva ;  hut  as  they  crowded  in  one 
dense  multitude  upon  the  projecting  precipice,  the 
whole  mass  suddenly  gave  way,  and  horse  and 
boneroan,  tree  and  rock,  were  pi'ecipilaled  in  one 
tremendous  ruin  into  the  ragtiig  river.  Thus  per- 
ished a  great  part  of  the  flying  army.  The  veuer- 
ahle  Bishop  Sebnsliario,  who  records  this  event 
with  becoming  nwe,  as  acollier  niinicle  wrought 
in  &vor  of  the  Chi'istiniig,  aaaures  ua  that,  in  his 
lime,  many  years  afterwards,  when  during  the 
wioter  season  the  Deva  would  swell  and  nige  aud 
lear  away  its  banks,  spears  and  scimelars  and 
oorselets,  and  the  mingled  bones  of  men  aud 
steeds,  would  be  uncovered,  being  the  wrecks  and 
relics  of  the  Moslem  host,  thus  nuirvetously  de- 
stroyed-^ 


I 
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I  Jadido  Domini  actum  » 

,utip<iiua  montiaparaMafno- 

tris  millia  uldeorum  stupetiler 

ta  Ailmiu  pnljeciU  alque  e 

OS  DiDDea  opiTfail,     Ubi  usque 

pH  ripuqae  diuolait,  .igna 

«eT«.-ToMili»0'«lldo« 

btn  with  re.iHM;t  to  (he  miracu- 

hHit  buuier  of  PeUyo,  that  p 

ecioui.  relie  i«  slill  prewrveJ  In 

IheiKnd  chsmlKtoftfaecbu 

rch  of  Oviedo,  richly  urnomeoled 

wiUi  gold  and  precioiu  itonei 

.    It  waa  removsd  to  ihal  placf 

lirordnorAlonzo  the  Third 

from  )be  chureh  of  Santa  Cm, 

Mtr  Cangai.  which  nas  erecKd  by  Favila,  the  toa  -od  lueoM- 

•OrOfPeUjo,bniBnioryof 

iiu  victory. 

CHAPTER   VI. 


la  UMtb. 


^^^^TIEN  Pelayo  beheld  tiis  enemies  thus 
MfwV^i  scaliered  and  destroyed,  he  saw  lh»t 
£|^QJ^  lioavea  was  ou  his  side,  and  proceeded 
to  follow  up  hia  victory.  Rewiiig  the  sacred 
banner,  he  descended  throagh  the  valleys  of  the 
Asturias,  bis  army  augmenting,  like  a  mountati) 
torrent,  as  it  i-oUed  along :  for  the  Cbrieliana 
saw  in  the  victory  of  Covadoiigii  a  niiraciiloiu 
interposition  of  Providence  in  behalf  of  ruined 
Spain,  and  hastened  from  all  purls  to  join 
standard  of  the  deliverer. 

Emboldened  by  numbers,  and  by  Ibe  entbuBi< 
asm  of  his  troops,  Pelayo  directed  hia  marcb  to- 
wards the  forlresa  of  Gijon.  The  renegade  Ma-* 
gued,  however,  did  not  await  hia  coming. 
heart  failed  him  on  hearing  of  the  defeat  and 
deatb  of  Alcamar,  the  destruction  of  the  Moslem 
army,  aud  the  aiigmentiug  force  of  the  Chria- 
tians ;  and,  abandoning  his  post,  he  marched  to- 
wards Leon  with  the  greatest  part  of  hid  troops. 
Pelayo  received  intelligence  of  bis  movement^ 
and  advancing  rapidly  through  the  mouiilaina 
countered  him  iu  the  Valley  of  Olhibis,  A  bloody 
battle  ensued  on  the  bunks  of  the  river  whitii 
flows  through  that  vaUey.     The  sacred    baj 
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ms  again  rlctorious;  Mugued  was  alain  hy  \\\k 
baod  of  Pelayo,  and  bo  great  was  the  slaugliUir 
r  bis  host,  that  for  two  days  the  t' 
with  the  blood  of  the  Saracens. 

\  bcDce,  Pelayo  proceeded  rnpidl;  to  Gi- 
joD,  which  he  easily  carried  liy  assaulL  The 
capture  of  litis  important  fortress  gave  him  the 
commntid  of  the  seaboard,  aud  of  the  Bkirle  of 
the  mouutaiiia.  While  reposing  himself  afler  bis 
riotoiies,  the  Bishop  Oppaa  was  brought  iu  chaios 
before  bim,  and  the  Christian  troops  called  loudly 
(or  the  death  of  that  traitor  and  apostate.  But 
Pelayo  recollected  that  he  had  been  a  sacred  dig- 
tutory  of  the  Church,  and  regarded  him  as  a 
Bcourge  in  the  hand  of  Heaven  lor  the  punish- 
ment of  Spain.  He  would  uot.  therofoi'e,  suffer 
violent  hands  to  be  laid  upon  hiiu,  hut  contented 
bimself  with  placing  him  where  he  could  no 
longer  work  mischief.  He  accordingly  ordered 
hiiD  to  be  conlined  in  one  of  the  towers  of  Gijon, 
with  nothing  but  bread  aud  water  for  his  subeist- 
ence.  There  be  remained  a  prey  to  the  work- 
ings of  hia  couscience,  which  filled  his  prisou 
with  horrid  spectres  of  those  who  had  perislied 
through  hia  crimes.  He  beard  wailings  and  exe- 
crations in  the  sea-breeze  that  howled  round  the 
lower,  and  in  the  roaring  of  llie  waves  that  beat 
against  its  foundations;  aud  in  a  little  time  be 
was  found  dead  in  his  dungeon,  hideously  dis- 
torted, as  if  he  had  died  in  agony  aud  terror.' 

The  sacred  banner  that  bad  been  elevated  at 

Covadoiiga  never  sank  nor  receded,  but  continued 

>  La  Ot^runcim  dt  E^iaiia,  put  3. 
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to  be  the  beacon  of  deliverance  to  Spain. 
la;fo  wCQl  on  from  conquest  to  cooquesl,  increa»- 
iDg  and  confirming  hin  royul  power.  Hating 
captured  ibe  city  of  Leon,  be  made  il  tlie  capital 
of  his  kingdom,  and  took  there  the  title  of  the 
King  of  Leon.  He  moreover  adopted  the  devics 
of  ibe  city  for  hia  arms  —  a  blood-red  lion  rftin- 
pant,  in  a  silver  field.  This  long  conltDued  tu  be 
the  arms  of  Spain,  until  in  aAer  times  the  lioo 
was  quartered  with  the  castle,  the  device  of  Bur- 
gos, capital  of  Old  Caatile. 

We  forbear  to  follow  this  patriot  prince 
through  the  rest  of  his  glorious  career.  SufEoe 
il  to  say  that  ho  reigned  long  and  prosperously 
extending  on  all  sides  the  triumphs  of  hia  arms 
establishing  on  solid  foundatious  ibe  reviving  em 
pire  of  Christian  Spaiu ;  and  that,  after  a  life  of 
coDstaut  warfare,  he  died  iu  peace  iu  the  city  of 
Cangas,  and  lies  buried  with  his  queen.  Gaudiosa, 
iu  the  church  of  Santa  Eulalia,  near  to  that  city. 

Here  ends  the  legend  of  Pelayu. 


ABDEEAHMAN; 


[Tqe  Uemoir  of  Abdentimsn,  the  foiinder  of  ihe  Ajntatj 
o(  the  Omlnisdei  in  Spun,  wu  |iubliihed  b  ttas  "  Knick«^ 
bocktt  U-tgtziat "  in  1910.  In  inlnidDdng  it  to  IhU  p( 
icsl,  the  autbor,  niter  aUting  that  he  had  coaftormed  lo  tlw 
fxai  furnished  by  the  Arabian  chninicles,  as  cited  b?  Condi, 
remarka:  "  The  storjof  Abdenhman  has  almost  the  cham 
or  romanca ;  but  it  derives  a  higher  Lntereat  ftum  Ibe  heroic, 
yvl  gentle  virtue*  wbich  il  illuttrale*,  and  Ihim  reoording 
fbriunes  of  the  founder  of  that  sp1*ndid  dj-naaly  which  ihed 
>uch  s  lustre  upon  Spain  during  (be  domination  of  the  Anba." 
The  Rusmpliiihed  Pord  mjs  of  the  hlstoiy  of  Abderahmwi: 
"  No  fiction  of  mmruice  ever  auipasaed  the  truth  of  hit  eient- 
ful  life." 

The  present  Mraioir  is  not  an  eiact  reprint  of  Ihe  article  in 
the  "  Knickerbflclier,*'  but  ia  gicen  as  altered  f^m  lb 
1B4T,  when  the  author  was  thinking  of  preparing  liir  the 
the  "  Chronicle  of  thu  Umtniades,"  embniring  the  whole  lin* 
which  he  had  "  ruugtalr  ekelebed  uul  at  Madrid  in  1897,  jnat 
aftu  ha  liad  finnhed  Columbus."  —  Ed.] 


ABDKEAHMAJ<. 


CHAPTEE  1. 

Of  the  Toutlifnl  Fununn  of  Ali^prahmin. 

■LESSED  be  God  !  "  exdainw  an  Ar»- 
\  bian  liistoriftD  ;  '^  in  his  hands  alone  is 
I  ihe  deatJDj  of  princes.  He  overthrows 
the  mighly,  and  humbles  ifae  haughty  to  the 
■lost ;  und  he  raises  up  the  peisec^ated  and  af- 
ficted  from  the  verj  depths  of  despair  !  " 

The  illustrioQB  hoaae  of  Omeyo,  one  of  the 
two  lines  des<:eiided  from  Mahomet,  bad  evrnjed 
the  sceptre  at  Damascue  fur  nearly  a  ctmturj, 
when  a  rebellion  broke  out,  headed  bj  Abu  al 
Abbu  Safah,  who  aspired  to  the  throne  of  the 
otlipfas,  as  being  descended  from  Abbat<.  ibe  uncle 
of  tlie  prophet.  Tbe  rebellion  was  RucceasfuL 
Heruaii,  tlie  last  caliph  of  the  bouse  of  OfDeya, 
«•  defeated  and  slain.  A  general  prosuriplion 
of  the  Omniiades  took  place.  Mmij  of  them  fell 
in  battle  ;  manj  were  treacberouslj  elaiu  in 
places  nltere  tbey  had  taken  refuge ;  above  sereiitj, 
■act  noble  and  distiuguisbed,  were  murdered  at 
*  baaqoet  lu  «rhich  they  bad  been  invited,  aud 
Aeir  diead  bodies,  oeTer«d  with  clotks,  wer«  Biiuie 
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to  serve  as  Inbles  for  the  horrible  festivity.  1 
Others  were  driven  forth,  forlorn  and  desolate 
wanderers  in  various  pnrta  of  the  enrlli,  and  pur- 
sued with  relentless  hatred  ;  for  it  was  the  deter- 
minalioD  of  the  usurper  thttt  not  one  of  the  per- 
secuted family  should  escape.  Abu  al  Abbas 
took  possession  of  three  aUitely  palaces,  and  deli- 
cious gardens,  and  founded  the  powerful  dynastj 
of  the  Abbassidea,  which,  for  several  centuries, 
mainttuned  dominion  in  the  EnsL 

''  Blessed  be  God  !  "  again  exclaims  the  Ara- 
bian historian ;  "  it  was  written  in  his  eternal 
decrees  that,  notwithstanding  the  fury  of  the 
Abbassides,  the  uoble  stock  of  Omeya  should  not 
be  destroyed.  One  fruitful  branch  remained  to 
flourbli  with  glory  and  greatness  iu  another  land." 

Wheu  the  stuiguiuarj  proscription  of  the  Om- 
miades  took  place,  two  young  princes  of  that  line, 
brothers,  by  the  names  of  Solymau  and  Abde-  - 
rahman,  were  spared  for  a  time.     Their  personal 
graces,  uoble  demeanor,  and  winiiiu«:   aflkbility, 
had  made  them  many  frieuda,  while  (heir  extntne 
youth  rendered  them  objects  of  but  little  irtad 
to  the  usurper.     Their  safety,  however,  was  bal    ' 
transient.      In  a  little  while  the  suspicions  of  Aba     { 
al  Abbas  were  aroused.     The  uufortuoate  Soly- 
UMu  fell  bennith  the  sdmelar  of  the  executioner. 
Bis    brother    Abderahman    was  warned    of    hb 
danger  in  time.      Several  of  his  frieods  hastened 
to  him.  bringing  him  jewels,  a  disguise,  and  a    ' 
fleet  horse.     -  The  emissaries  of  the  caliph,"  i 
ihey,  '•are  in  search  of  thee;  thy  I 
weltering  in  his  blood  ;   fly  to  the  d 
is  DO  safely  for  Ibee  in  the  babatalions  ( 


ABDBRABMAN. 
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I 


Abdorahman  took  the  jewels,  dnd  himHcir  in 
tJte  disguise,  and  moanting  (he  MevA,  ttucl  fur  kia 
life.  As  he  passed,  h  lonely  fugilivc,  liy  tlw 
palaces  of  his  ancestors,  in  which  his  fumily  liad 
long  held  sway,  their  very  walla  Becmr.il  diitpoocd 
to  beuray  him,  as  Ibey  echoed  the  swifl  claltvriug 
of  his  steed. 

AbaiidoQiag  hia  native  cotutry,  Syria,  wtitini 
he  wu  liable  at  e«^  moment  to  be  recogniz«d 
and  taken,  be  look  refuge  among  thn  Bedoiua 
Antbs^  a  balPaat^e  race  of  shepherd*.  His 
jonili.  Ins  iobom  wtfatj  and  grace,  sod  the 
MKMwas  wd  kftbSiy  dM  shone  Ibftb  in  Us 
son  ^ca,  woa  Am  heats  of  theae  wanderiai 
iMo.  Be  «M  brt  ncaqr  jcws  of  aj^  asd  bad 
tennnBdH  Oa  mA  Isnry  of  apalsec:  b« 
bs  ma  taO  aad   ngjiriii,  Md  m  a  liufe  whils 


I  M  tkwgh  be   had 


«#lhB  ^^  Am  i 


•  A^  tf  ^  s  W9  «r*c  cd^ACsJ 


liy  *■»!     J         I  aia»m.   b.  i 


ft    ifaa.     IWpwM 
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guverued  by  Aben  Habib,  who  bod  risen  to  i 
and  fortune  uoder  ihe  fostering  favor  of  the  Om- 
miades.  "Surely,"  thougLt  the  unhappy  prince. 
**  I  shall  receive  kiudiiess  and  prolectluii  from  ibis 
man  ;  lie  will  rejoice  lo  show  bis  gralilude  for 
ihe  benetlta  showered  upou  him  by  my  kiuclred." 

Abduriihman  was  joang,  and  as  yet  knew  little 
of  mankind.  None  are  so  hostile  to  ibe  victim 
of  power  as  those  whom  be  has  befriended.  Tbey 
fear  being  Buspeclcd  of  gmtittide  by  bis  perse- 
cutors, and  involved  in  liia  miefortunes. 

The  unfortunate  Abderabman  had  hailed  for  a 
few  days  to  repose  himself  among  a  horde  of  Bed- 
oains,  who  had  received  him  wilb  their  chnracter- 
iatic  hospitality.  They  would  gather  rouuJ  him 
in  the  evenings  to  listen  to  his  conversation,  re- 
garding with  wonder  lliis  gently  spoken  slruiiger 
from  the  more  refined  country  of  Egypt-  The 
old  men  marveled  to  find  so  much  kuuwlodge 
and  wi^om  in  such  eitrly  youth,  and  the  young 
men,  won  by  his  frank  and  matily  carriage,  en- 
treated bim  to  remain  among  them. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Wali  Aben  Habib.  like 
all  the  governors  of  distant  posts,  bad  received 
orders  from  the  caliph  to  be  on  the  watch  for  tb« 
fugitive  prince.  Hearing  that  a  young  muu  an- 
swering the  description  had  entered  the  pi-oviuce 
alone,  from  the  fhintiets  of  Egypt,  on  a  steed 
worn  down  by  travel,  be  sent  forth  boreemen  in 
bis  pursuit,  with  orders  to  bring  him  to  bim  dead 
or  alive.  The  emissaries  of  the  wali  traced  him 
Ui  bia  resting-place,  and  coming  upon  the  eucomp- 
ment  in  ihs  dead  of  the  night,  demanded   of  the 
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Arabs  whether  a  joung  innn,  a  stranger  from 
Syria,  did  nol  sojouni  nmong  Iheir  tribe.  The 
Bedonins  knew  by  ihi;  dcsmplioii  thnt  the 
Stranger  must  be  tbeir  guest,  huA  fenred  some  evil 

I  intended  him.  "Such  »  youth,"  suid  they, 
*  has  indeed  sojourned  among  us ;  but  he  baa 
gone,  with  anme  of  our  young  mci],  to  a  distant 
valley  to  hunt  the  lion."  The  emissaries  in- 
quired the  way  to  the  place,  and  bnalened  on  lo 
■urprise  Iheir  expected  prey. 

The  Bedouins  repaired  lo  Abderahman,  who 
was  still  sleeping.  "  If  ihou  hast  aught  lo  fear 
from  mall  in  power,"  said  they,  "  arise  and  fly  i 
for  the  horsemen  of  the  wnli  are  in  quest  of  tbee  ! 
We  hare  sent  Ihem  off  for  ii  lime  on  a  wrong 
errand,  but  ihey  will  soon  return." 

"  Alas  !  whither  shall  I  lly  ?  "  cr  ed  ll  e  un 
lisppy  prince ;  "  my  enemies  hunt  i  e  1  ke  the 
oetrich  of  [he  desert.  They  follow  me  like  the 
wind,  and  allow  mo  neithni'  safety  nor  repose  " 

Six  of  the  bravest  youths  of  the  tribe  stepped 
fbrward.  "  We  have  steeds,"  sfiid  ihey,  ■'  that 
can  oulntrip  the  wind,  and  hands  that  (»n  hurl 
ihe  jnvolin.  We  will  accompany  thee  In  thy 
Jighl.  and  will  tight  by  Iliy  side  while  life  lasts, 
tnd  we  have  weapons  to  wield." 

Abderahman  embraced  them  with  tears  of 
ETfttitude.  They  mounted  their  steeds,  and  made 
br  the  most  lonely  parl«  of  the  desert.  Dy  the 
Uiit  light  of  tbu  starH,  they  passed  through  dreary 
wastes,  and  over  bills  of  itand.  The  lion  roared 
•nd  the  hyena  bowled  unheeded,  fur  they  fled 
Irom    man,  more  cruel  and    releullesa,  when  in 
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panu'n  of  blood,  than  the  saTage  beasts'  o 

At  sunrise  Lliej  paused  to  refresh  IhemselTes 
beside  a  scanty  well,  siirrouuded  by  a  few  palm- 
trees.  One  of  ibe  youn<;  Arabs  climbed  a  tree, 
and  looked  in  every  directioo.  but  not  a  horseman 

"  We  have  outslripped  pursuit,"  said  the  Bed- 
ouins ;  "  nliilher  shall  we  eonducl  thee  ?  Where 
is  ihy  home,  and  the  land  of  thy  people  ?  " 

"  Home  have  I  none ! "  replied  Abderahiuan, 
moumfiilly,  "  nor  family,  nor  kindred  1  My  native 
land  is  to  me  a  land  of  dcstruelion,  and  my  peo- 
ple seek  mv  life!" 

The  hearts  of  the  youthful  Bedouins  were 
touched  with  compassion  at  these  words,  and  they 
marveled  that  ooe  so  young  and  gentle  should 
have  sufTered   such  great  sorrow  and   persecution. 

Abderahntan  sat  by  the  well  and  mused  for  a 
time.  At  length,  breaking  silence,  "  In  the  midst 
of  Maurilaniii,"  snid  he,  "dwells  the  tribe  of 
Zeneta.  My  mother  was  of  that  tribe ;  and  per- 
haps when  her  son  presents  himself,  a  persecuted 
wanderer,  at  their  door,  they  nill  uot  turn  him 
from  the  threshold." 

"  The  Zeneles,"  replied  the  Bedouins,  "  are 
among  the  bravest  and  must  hospitable  of  the 
people  of  Africfl.  Never  did  the  uufortunalfi 
seek  refuge  among  ibem  in  vain,  nor  was  the 
stranger  repulsed  from  their  door."  So  they 
mounted  their  steeds  with  renewed  spirits,  nod 
journeyed  with  all  speed  to  TaUurt,  the  capital  of 
the  Zeuetes. 
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When  Abderahmnn  eiiiered  Ilie  pluco,  rullowi'ii 
by  hia  six  rustic  Arulis,  all  waywoi'ii  niiil  inivel- 
stained,  his  noljle  and  mnjeslic  donieiiiior  bIioiki 
through  the  simple  garb  of  a  Beilnuiii.  A  <^rowd 
gnthered  aniutid  liirn  as  he  nlighted  frotn  his  wuiiry 
need.  Con6ding  in  ihc  well-kaoivii  diiimeier  ol 
the  Iribe,  be  no  longer  atlempted  cuiiueulmctil. 

"  You  behold  before  you,"  said  he,  "  ono  of 
die  proscribed  house  of  Omeya.  I  am  iliut  Ab- 
derahmnn upon  whose  bend  a  price  lias  bi'un  vet, 
and  who  has  been  driveu  from  laud  to  laiid.  I 
oome  lo  you  as  my  kindred.  My  mother  wim  uf 
your  Iribe,  and  she  told  me  with  her  dying  breath 
that  iu  all  time  of  need  I  would  find  ii  home  and 
trietids  among  the  Zenctes." 

The  words  of  Abderabman  weni  «Iriiig1il  Ui 
ibe  be*rts  of  his  hearers.  Tliey  piiiwl  liiu  youth 
ind  his  great  misfortnnes,  while  they  were  clmrnied 
by  Lt)  fraotQes&,  and  by  the  maiily  ^racen  of  hiii 
pereon.  The  trihe  was  of  a  buld  aiid  genermw 
sprit,  and  t»t  to  be  awed  by  the  fiwwa  of  power. 
'Eril  be  upon  as  and  apoa  oar  children."  ttad 
Ibey.  "  if  we  deeeive  the  Inut  tboa  hul  placed 

Ooe  of  iLe  BoUot,  Xaqf,  Um  inc4  AIh 
denhawo  to  lib  Iww  ,  mi<  liielnHiiiB  as  Iiw  tun 
ehiU:  ud  the  prinOfNl  petfle  of  dw  Iribe  MfVK 
^Ummtiiaiimiimir— 

ncDsetfm  tf  Ihs  |Mtf  ■ 


inue,  arrived  at  Tahart.  They  gave  thameelvea 
ont  na  inerclmnlB,  and  rrom  the  simple  sty]e  in 
which  ihey  travelled,  excited  no  atieution.  In  a 
little  ffliile  they  sought  out  Abderaltraan,  and, 
taking  iiim  apart,  "Hearken,"  said  they,  ■*  Ab- 
derahmon,  of  the  royal  tine  of  Onieya.  We  are 
nmbaHcadors,  sent  on  the  part  of  the  principal 
Moslem<i  of  Spain,  to  offer  thee,  not  merely  an 
asylum,  for  that  thou  linst  already  among  these 
brave  Zenetea,  but  an  empire  !  Spain  is  a  prey 
to  distracting  factions,  and  can  no  lon^r  exist  as 
a  dependence  upon  a  llirone  too  remote  to  watch 
over  ifH  welfare.  It  needs  to  be  independent  of 
Asia  and  Africa,  and  to  be  under  ibe  government 
of  a  good  prince,  who  shall  reside  within  it  and 
devote  himself  entirely  to  its  prosperity  ;  a  prince 
with  sufficient  title  to  silence  all  rival  claims  and 
bring  the  warring  parties  into  unity  and  peace  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  with  sufficient  ability  and 
virtue  to  insure  the  welfare  of  his  dominions. 
For  this  purpose  the  eyes  of  all  the  honorable 
leaderx  in  Spain  have  been  turned  to  ihee  ns  a 
descenclant  of  the  royal  line  of  Oineyn,  and  an 
offset  from  the  smne  stock  us  our  holy  prophet. 
They  have  heard  of  thy  virtues,  and  of  thy  ad- 
mirable constancy  under  misfortunes  ;  and  invite 
thee  to  accept  the  sovereignty  of  one  of  the 
noblest  countries  in  the  world.  Thou  wilt  have 
diflicnlties  to  eucounler  from  hostile  ineo; 
but  thou  wilt  have  on  lliy  side  the  bravest  cap- 
tains that  have  signalized  themselves  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  unbelievers." 

The  ambassadors  ceased,  and  Abderahman  r 
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mtiined  for  a  time  loal  in  wonder  nnd  ad  mi  nil  ion. 
"  God  is  great !  "  exclaimed  he,  al  ietiglli ;  "  there 
Is  but  one  God,  who  is  God,  ivnd  Mnhomet  ia  his 
prophet  !  llluslrious  nniboasndors,  yna  hnve  put 
Dew  life  into  my  soul,  for  jou  hiivo  shown  me 
(omelhipg  to  live  for.  In  the  few  years  that  I 
hare  lived,  Iroiibles  and  sorrows  have  been  heaped 
upon  my  liCHd,  and  I  have  become  inured  to  hnrd- 
hips  and 


'.  is  the  wish  of  the 


valiant  Moslems  of  Spni 
their  lender  and  defendi 
iheir  cause,  be  it  happy 
The  aiiibassHdors  tio 
nleiit  ns  to  their  errand. 


,1  n 


and  devoio  myself  lo 
disastrous." 
cautioned  him  to  be 
!  to  depart  secretly  for 
The  seaboard  of  Afriai,"  said  lliey, 
'swarms  with  your  enemies,  and  a  powerful  faction 
in  Spain  would  intercept  you  on  landing,  did  ihey 
know  your  name  and  rank,  and  the  object  of  your 

But  Ahdcrahman  replied :  "  I  have  been 
cherished  in  adversity  by  these  brave  Zeiietes ; 
1  have  been  protected  and  honoreil  by  iliem  when 
a  price  was  set  upon  my  head,  and  lo  iiiirbor  me 
was  great  peril.  How  can  I  keep  my  good 
brluiie  from  my  bcnefaclora,  and  desert  their 
hospitable  roofs  in  silence  ?  He  ts  unworthy  of 
friendship    who    withholds    contidcnce    fi-om    Lis 

Charmed  with  the  generosity  of  his  feelings, 
the  ambassadors  made  no  opposition  lo  his  wishes. 
The  Zeuetes  proved  themselves  worthy  of  his 
GouGdeoce.  They  hailed  with  joy  the  great  change 
b  hie  fortunes.    The  warriors  and  the  young  men 
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pnssed  forward  lo  follow  and  aid  them  vith  bone 
and  weapon  ;  "  for  the  honor  of  a  noble  hoBU  and 
familj,"  said  ihey,  "can  be  msintuined  onlj  by 
lances  and  horsemen."  In  a  few  dap  he  set 
forth  with  Ihe  ambasBadors,  at  the  head  of  nearly 
a  thousand  horsemen,  skilled  in  war,  and  exercised 
in  [he  desert,  and  a  large  body  of  infantry,  armed 
with  lances.  The  cenerahle  Xeque,  with  whom 
he  had  resided,  blessed  him,  and  shed  tears  over 
Iiim  nl  parting,  as  though  he  had  been  his  own 
oliild ;  and  when  the  youth  passed  over  the  thresh- 
old,  the  house  was  filled  with  lamentations. 


CHAPTER    n. 

Landing  of  Abdenhnui  in  Spiin — Cond 


I 


[BDERAHMAN  BEN  OMEYA  ar- 
rived ia  eafely  on  Lhe  coiist  of  Anddu- 
sia  and  landed  at  Almtinecar,  or  Malaga, 
with  bis  little  band  of  warlike  Zeoetes.  Spain 
was  ai  that  time  in  great  confusion.  Upnards  of 
forty  years  had  elapsed  since  the  Conquest.  The 
d?il  ware  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  and  occasional  re- 
Toltfi  in  Africa,  had  caused  frequent  overflowingB 
of  different  tribes  into  Spain,  which  was  a  place 
of  common  refuge.  Hither,  too,  came  the  frag- 
nents  of  defeated  armies,  desperate  in  fortune, 
with  weapons  in  their  hand^.  These  settled 
ihemsel  res  in  various  parts  of  the  pen  insula, 
which  thus  became  divided  between  the  Arabs  of 
Yemen,  the  Egyptians,  the  Syrians,  and  the  Al- 
■bdarides.  The  distracUons  in  its  Eastern  and 
African  provinces  prevented  the  main  govem- 
raeot  at  Damascus  from  exercising  any  control 
over  its  distant  and  recently  acquired  territory  in 
Spaiu,  which  soon  became  broken  up  Into  lacljons 
»nd  a  fecene  of  all  kinds  of  abuses.  Every  sheik 
and  wali  considered  the  town  or  province  com- 
nutted  to  his  charge  an  absolute  property,  and 
practiced  the  most  artutrary  extortions.     These 


excesses  at  length  became  insupportable, 
convocation  of  the  principal  leaders  it  was  deter- 
mined, as  a  means  of  ending;  these  disseDsioDB,  to 
naiie  all  the  Moslem  provinces  of  the  peninsula 
under  one  emir,  or  general  governor.  Yasnf  el 
Fehri.  au  ancient  man  of  honorable  lineage, 
being  of  the  tribe  of  Koreish,  and  a  descendant 
of  OcIkv,  the  conqueror  of  Africa,  was  chosen  for 
this  station.  He  began  his  reign  with  policy,  nod 
endeavored  to  conciliate  all  parties.  At  the  bead 
of  the  Eg^tian  bctioa  was  a  veleran  (nrrior, 
named  Samael,  to  whom  Yusnf  gave  tbe  gov- 
emmeul  of  Toledo,  and  to  his  son  that  oT  S«t^ 
gOBsa.  At  the  head  of  the  Alabdaridea  was  Amor 
ben  Amm.  Emir  of  tbe  Seas ;  his  office  beang 
sappressed.  Yosuf  gave  hini  in  place  thereof  the 
government  of  the  noble  dty  of  Seville.  Thna 
be  proceeded,  distribating  honors  and  oonunands, 
and  flattered  himself  that  he  secured  the  loyaltj 
and  good-will  of  eveiy  one  whom  he  benefited. 

Who  ^hall  pretend,  sajrs  the  Ar^ian  sage,  to 
content  the  human  heart  In-  bi^efits,  when  even 
the  boooties  of  Allah  are  iDefSxtaal  ?  In  seek- 
ing to  befriend  all  partk«.  Yosuf  rreaied  ibr 
himself  inveterate  enemies-  Amer  ben  Amni, 
powerful  from  his  wealth  and  connections,  and 
proud  of  his  desd'nt  from  Mocab,  the  standanU 
bearer  of  the  prophet  in  the  battle  of  Beder, 
was  indignant  that  Samael  and  his  «ob.  with 
whom  he  was  at  deadlr  fend,  should  be  appointed 
lo  sndt  important  commands.  He  demanded  one 
of  thoee  poets  for  himself,  and  was  r^aatA,  Alt 
innuTectMHi  and  a  civil  war  waa  the  conwqaeace; 


mti  tlie  conntiy  wa«  Ukl  waste  iritii  firt-  uiil 
(word.  Tlie  inhalntaiitB  of  ibe  TJlIagi'^  Il'-<1  lo 
the  cities  for  refiigie ;  flouriEhiiig  towns  disap- 
ptand  from  tLe  &cc  of  the  esrtb,  or  w«rv  rv^luued 
10  he^w  of  rubbish. 

Id  theiae  dkinal  dmcK,  s^y  the  AraJnan  chrooi- 
ders,  iLe  retj  heareof  gare  omms  of  the  dis' 
tnai  and  desolation  of  Uie  evtb.  Al  Cordora 
two  i»l«  Mud  livid  nuB  w«i«  Men  BbMldiiig  a 
balcrful  ligbL  In  ifae  Dorlh  appeared  a  tlitming 
ttjiht,  and  the  beanm  wet«  red  u  Nood.  IVae 
mre  ngarded  lu  preaaget  of  dinfnl  udaffihiea 
nd  Uoody  wais. 

At  lift  ttane  of  Ae  Uadiiig  <rf'  Abdcrahatui  ic 
Sfaio.  TwHif  kad  captured  SaragoGaa,  in  whiA 
WW  Aner  facB  Aarni.  vilfc  hb  wa  and  sttmatj, 
■nrd  loafiBg  tlmn  widi  <lnnE  and  pnOing  Cimii 
<n  tamth,  be  Mt  o«t  (■  Iue  reunv  to  Cordon, 
Be  bid  b^ted  «Mie  daj  in  a  nlkr  called  Wadar- 
■■la.  and  vai  repoaing  wrtL  hj»  fiuiak  in  Us 
WU.  wide  Im  pelade  Mid  the  jaiafmen  tnadr  a 
RfMM  n  Ae  oi-cai  ur.  TIk  ban  <d  Ais  aid 
canr  «w  lAed  iqi>.  far  be  iliiii,hl  iba>e  wa*  no 
o««  M  '*"-j— '-  widi  Uin  tiie  dtMnaatiun  ctf  Sfvift. 
Ib  the  B^dd  cf  hu  ecdialioa  aoaie  huTMmiui 
WCR  «e^  «jTring  ap  ^  valkf.  baring  fk 
mh^m4  flf  ife  Wall  Sanwd. 

Hul  «Accir  «m*<(id.  rawood  vkb  du«  and  ex- 
h^Med  witb  b^ne.  Hv  Woi^M  wfibgc  tf  Ab 
wtinl  0f  A*"^'-"'*'"!'"^  I  and  tbat  ibe  wboie  ae^ 
hoard  mm  Hadaog  Ur  lus  ibsdaaid.     Mwmgn: 
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Omey^  had   been  secretly  invited  to  Spain  \tj 
Amm  and  his  party. 

Yusuf  waited  not  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  thiB 
accusation.  In  a  transport  of  fury  be  ordered 
tliat  Amru,  iiis  sou,  and  secretary  ehould  be  cut 
to  pieces.  His  orders  were  instuDtly  executed  : 
and  this  cruelty,  adds  the  Arabian  chronicler,  lost 
him  the  favor  of  Allah ;  for  &oni  that  time  suc- 
cess deserted  his  standard. 


CILAPTER   III. 

Triumphs  of  AbdcMhman.  —  The  Palm-lrec  whitli  he  planl- 

Hii  EnamiMsubiiued.  —  UncliBpnIod  Sovcrtign  nf  the  Mos- 
lems or  Spain.  —  Begins  the  &mous  Mosque  in  Cordova.— 
Bib  Death. 

IBDERAHMAN  had  indeed  been  haUed 
with  joy  on  his  landing.  The  old  peo- 
I  pie  hoped  to  6ad  tranquillity  nuder  the 
Bway  of  one  supreme  chieftain,  descended  from 
their  ancient  caliphs;  the  young  raen  were  re- 
joiced to  have  a  youthful  warrioi'  to  lead  them  on 
to  victories ;  and  tlie  populace,  charmed  wiih  his 
&estmees  and  manly  beauty,  bi9  majestic  yet 
gradoua  and  aSable  demeanor,  shouted,  "  Long 
Uve  Abderahmnn,  Miramamolin  of  Spain  ! " 

In  a  few  days  the  youthful  soTereign  saw  him- 
self at  the  head  of  more  thiin  twenty  thousand 
men,  from  the  neighlwrhood  of  Elvira,  Almeria, 
HalagA,  Xsres,  and  Sidotiia.  Fair  Seville  threw 
open  its  gates  at  his  approach,  and  celebrated  his 
arrival  with  public  rejoicings.  He  continued  his 
march  into  the  country,  vanquished  odo  of  the 
tons  of  Yusuf  before  the  gates  of  Cordova,  and 
obliged  him  to  take  refuge  witiiiu  its  walls,  where 
he  held  him  iu  close  siege.  Hearing,  however,  of 
the  approach  of  Ynauf,  the  father,  with  a  power- 
ful army,  he  divided  his  forces,  and  leaving  ton 
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choosaad  men  to  press  the  siege,  be  hasiesed  wltli 
the  other  ten  to  meet  the  coming  fbe. 

Yusuf  hud  iudetid  mustered  a  formidable  force, 
from  the  eaat  and  souih  of  Spain,  snd  nccom- 
panied  bj  his  veteran  general,  Samael,  came  with 
confident  boasting  to  drive  this  intruder  from  the 
Und.  His  confidence  increitaed  on  behuMing  the 
smalt  armyof  Abderahmnu.  Turning  to  Samae), 
he  repealed,  with  a  scurnful  sneer,  a  verse  from 
an  Arabiiiu  poeleas,  which  .siiys :  — 

"How  hard  is  our  lot!  We  come,  a  thirsty 
mnltitnde,  and  lo !  but  this  cup  of  WAler  U>  share 
uDDODg  us ! " 

There  was  indeed  a  fearful  odds.  On  the  one 
side  were  two  veteran  generals,  grown  gray  in 
victory,  with  a  mighty  host  of  warriors,  seasoned 
in  llie  wars  of  Spain.  On  the  other  side  was  a 
mere  youth,  scarce  attiiiueil  to  manhood,  with  a 
hasty  levy  of  half-disciplined  troops  ;  but  the  youth 
was  a  prince,  flushed  wilh  hope,  and  nspiring  atW 
tame  and  empire,  and  surroniided  by  a  devoted 
baud  of  warriors  from  Africa,  whose  example  in- 
fused zeal  inio  the   little  army. 

The  eiiuounier  look  place  at  daybreak.  The 
impetuous  valor  of  the  Zeneles  carried  everything 
before  il.  The  cavalry  of  Yusuf  was  broken  and 
'driveii  back  upon  the  infantry,  uud  belbri;  noun 
the  whole  host  was  put  to  headlong  flight.  Vusuf 
and  Samuel  were  born  along  iu  the  torrent  of  the 
fugitives,  raging  and  storming,  and  making  iiief- 
feclual  efforts  to  rally  them.  Tliey  were  separated 
widely  in  the  confusiua  of  the  diglit,  one  taking 
refuge  in  the  Algarves,  the  other  iu  the  kingdom 
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of  Hurcia.  Tliey  afterward  rallied,  reimiied 
their  Tgrcea,  and  niEidii  another  desperate  staod 
near  lo  Almunecar.  The  bnttle  won  obstinate 
and  bloody,  but  they  were  again  defeated,  aud 
diiven,  with  a  handful  uf  followefs,  tu  take  refuge 
in  the  rugged  mountains  adjacent  to  Elvira. 

The  spirit  of  the  veteran  Samael  gave  way  be- 
fore these  fearful  reverses.  "  In  vain,  0  Tusuf ! " 
said  he,  "do  we  contend  with  the  pnisperous  star 
of  this  youthful  couqueror ;  the  will  of  Allah  be 
done  1  Let  us  submit  to  our  fate,  and  sue  for  fa- 
vorable terms  while  we  have  yet  the  means  of 
capitulation." 

It  was  a  hard  trial  for  the  proud  spirit  of  Yuauf. 
diat  had  once  aspired  to  uncontrolltd  sway  ;  but 
be  was  compelled  lo  capitulate.  Abderahnian  was 
U9  geoerous  as  brave.  He  grauleJ  the  two  gray- 
headed  generals  the  mo«t  honorable  couditious, 
■nd  even  look  the  veteran  Samael  into  favor,  em- 
ploying him,  as  a  mark  of  contidence.  to  visit  the 
G«0teni  provinces  of  Spain,  and  restore  ihem  to 
tnmquiUity.  YusuC  having  delivered  up  Elvira 
and  Granada,  and  complie<rwilh  other  articlea  of 
his  capitulation,  was  permitted  to  reiiro  to  5Iurcia. 
and  tejoiu  his  ?on  Uuhamad.  A  gt'uenil  amnesty 
lo  all  clue&  and  soldiers  who  should  yield  up  their 
slnnigholds  and  lay  down  ibeir  arms  completed 
the  triumph  of  Abderahmau,  aud  bruughl  all  heariA 
into  obedience.  Thus  terminated  this  severe  strug- 
gle for  the  domination  of  Spain  ;  and  thus  the  il- 
liulriouB  &mily  of  Omeyn,  after  having  been  cast 
down  and  almost  exterminated  in  the  East,  took 
new  root,  and  sprang  forth  prosperously  in  the 
WesU 
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Wherever  Ablernlimon  appe&red,  lie  was  re- 
ceived with  rapturous  HcclaiDHtions.  As  he  rode 
through  the  ciiies,  the  populace  rent  the  air  wiih 
Bhouta  of  joy ;  the  stately  palaces  were  crowded 
with  Bpeclalors,  eager  to  gain  a  sighl  of  his  graee- 
fal  form  and  hi;nmiiig  countuoaiice;  And  when 
they  beheld  the  mingled  majesLy  and  benignity  of 
their  new  monarch,  and  [he  sweetness  and  gen- 
tleness of  his  whole  condiicl,  they  extolled  him  as 
something  more  than  mortal,  —  as  a  beneficent 
genius,  sent  Tor  the  happine.'is  of  Spain. 

In  the  interval  of  peace  which  now  succeeded, 
Abderahmnn  occupied  himself  in  promoting  the 
useful  and  elegunt  arts,  and  in  intr«luciiig  into 
Spain  the  refinements  of  the  East.  Consideriog 
the  building  and  oruamentiiig  of  cities  as  among 
the  noblest  employments  of  the  tranquil  hours  of 
princes,  be  bestowed  great  pains  upon  beautifying 
the  city  of  Cordova  and  its  environs.  He  recon- 
structed banks  and  dykes  to  keep  the  Guadal- 
qaivir  from  overflowing  its  borders,  and  on  the 
vast  terraces  thus  formed  he  planted  delightful 
gardens.  In  the  midst  of  these  he  erected  a 
lofty  tower,  commanding  a  riew  of  the  vast  and 
fruitful  valley,  enlivened  by  the  windings  of  the 
riyer.  In  this  tower  would  he  paas  hours  of 
meditation,  gazing  on  the  soft  and  varied  laud- 
scape,  and  inhaling  the  bland  and  baiiny  airs  of 
that  delightful  region.  At  such  times  his  thoughts 
would  recur  lo  the  past,  and  the  misfortunes  of  his 
youth ;  the  massacre  of  his  family  would  rise  to 
view,  mingled  with  lender  recollections  of  his  na- 
tive   country,  front    which    he   was    exiled.     In 
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these  naelanchol^  miisJDgs,  he  would  sit  wiili  Imh 
ejts  6sed  upou  a  palm-tree  which  he  hnd  planted 
m  [he  midst  of  his  garden.  It  is  siiid  to  have 
been  the  first  ever  planted  in  Spain,  iind  to  have 
been  the  parent  stock  of  all  the  palm-trees  which 
grace  the  eon  them  provinces  of  the  peninsula. 
The  heart  of  Abderahraan  yearned  toward  this 
tree;  it  was  the  offspi'ing  of  hia  native  country, 
and  tike  him  an  exile.  In  one  of  his  moods  of 
tenderness  he  composed  ver»ej  upon  it,  which  have 
since  become  famous  throughout  the  world.  The 
following  is  a  rude  but  lilei-al  translHtiou  :  — 

"  Beauteous  palm  !  thou  also  wert  hither  brought 
a  stranger  ;  but  thy  roots  have  found  a  kindly  soil, 
thy  head  is  lifleil  to  the  skies,  and  tlie  sweet  aim 
of  Algarve  fondle  and  kiss  (by  branches. 

"  Thou  haat  known,  like  me,  the  fllorms  of  ad- 
verse fortune.  Bitter  tears  wouldsl  lliou  shed, 
couldst  thou  feel  my  woes.  Repealed  griefs  have 
overwhelmed  me.  With  early  lenra  I  bedewed 
the  palms  on  the  banks  of  the  Eupbrures;  but 
neither  tree  nor  river  heeded  my  sorrows,  when 
driven  by  cruel  fate  and  the  ferocious  Abu  al  Ab- 
bas, from  the  scenes  of  my  ehildbood  and  liie  sweet 
objects  of  my  affection. 

"To  thee  no  remembrance  remains  of  my  be- 
loved country ;  I,  unhappy  I  can  never  I'ecall  it 
without  tears ! " 

The  generosity  of  Abderahmnn  to  his  van- 
quished foe  was  destined  to  be  abused.  The 
veteran  Yuauf,  in  vbitiiig  certain  of  the  cities 
which  he  had  surreudered,  found  himself  sur- 
rouuded  by  zealous  partisans,  ready  to  peril  life  in 
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The  love  of  command  revived  in  his 
I,  and  he  repented  iho  facility  with  which  he 
had  suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded  lo  submis- 
Flushed  with  new  hopes  of  success,  he  caused 
amifl  lo  bo  Hccretly  collected  and  deposited  in 
villages,  most  zealous  in  their  profeseioos 
of  devotion,  utid  raisiog  a  coDHJderable  body  of 
troops,  seized  upon  the  castle  of  Almodovar.  The 
rash  rebellion  was  short-lived.  At  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  an  army  sent  by  Abderahman,  and 
commanded  by  Abdelmelee,  governor  of  Seville, 
the  viilnges  which  had  so  recently  professed  loy- 
alty to  Yusuf,  hastened  to  declare  ibeir  altacbment 
to  the  monarch,  and  !o  give  up  ihe  concealed  arms, 
Almodovar  was  soon  retaken,  and  Yusuf,  driven 
lo  the  CDviroQS  of  Lorea,  was  surrounded  by  the 
cavalry  of  Abdelmelee.  The  veteran  endeavored 
lo  cut  a  pa^^nge  ihroiigh  the  enemy,  but  after  fight- 
ing with  desperate  fury,  and  with  a  force  of  arm 
iDcredible  in  one  of  hi)'  age.  he  fell  bcucatb  blows 
from  weapons  of  all  kinds,  so  that  after  the  battle 
his  body  could  scarcely  be  recognized,  so  numerous 
were  the  wounds.  His  bead  was  cut  off  and  sent 
fo  Cordova,  where  it  was  placed  in  an  iron  cage, 
over  the  gate  of  the  city. 

The  old  lion  was  dead,  but  his  whelps  sur- 
vived. Yusuf  had  left  three  sons,  who  inherited 
his  warlike  spirit,  and  were  eager  to  revenge  his 
death.  Collecting  a  number  of  the  scattered  ad- 
herents of  their  bouse,  they  surprised  and  seized 
upon  Toledo  during  the  absence  of  Temam,  its 
wall  or  commander.  In  this  old 
built  upon  a  rock,  and  almost  surrounded 
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Txgiis,  thej  e«t  up  a  kind  of  robber  lioli],  scour- 
ing the  aiUToundiiig  country,  levying  tribute,  seiz- 
ing upon  liorseH,  mid  coiupelliug  tbe  peasantry  tu 
join  their  staudanl.  Every  diiy  caraJcodes  of 
horses  aiul  niule.%  luderi  witli  spoil,  witti  flocks 
of  sbvep  and  droves  of  cattle,  came  pouring  over 
the  bridges  ou  either  side  uf  the  dly,  mid  throng- 
ing in  at  ilie  gates,  —  the  plunder  of  tbe  suri-ouud- 
ing  country.  Those  of  the  inhabitants  who  were 
attll  loyal  to  Abderahniau  daretl  not  lift  up  their 
voices,  for  men  of  tlie  sword  bore  swoy.  At 
length  one  day,  nhen  the  )M)U3  uf  Yusuf,  with 
their  choicest  troops,  were  out  ou  a  maraud,  the 
wUdimeu  ou  the  towers  gave  tbe  alarm.  A  troop 
of  scattered  horsemen  were  spurring  wildly  toward 
the  gates.  The  banners  of  the  sons  of  YuBuf 
were  descried.  Two  of  them  spurred  into  the  eity, 
follovred  by  a  handful  of  warriors,  covered  with 
confusion  and  dismay.  They  had  been  encoun- 
tered and  defeated  by  the  Wall  Tematn,  and  one 
of  the  brothers  had  been  slain. 

The  galea  were  secured  in  all  basie,  and  the 
walls  were  scarcely  manned  when  Temam  ap- 
peared before  ihem  with  hia  troops,  and  sum- 
moned tbe  city  to  surrender.  A  great  internal 
oommoliun  ensued  between  the  loyalists  and  (he 
Insurgents ;  the  Inller,  however,  had  weapons  in 
iheir  htuids,  and  prevailed  ',  and  for  sevenil  days, 
trusting  to  tbe  strengib  of  their  rock-built  fortress, 
tbey  set  the  woli  al  defiance.  At  length  some 
of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Toledo,  who  knew  all 
its  secret  and  subterraneous  passages,  some  of 
which,  if  chroniclers  may  be  believed,  have  ex- 
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bted  »iuce  the  dayi  of  Meroiilee,  if  not  of 
Cttin,  iulroduced  Temam,  nnd  n  chosen  band  of 
le  very  centre  of  tlie  city, 
where  Ihey  suddenly  itppoareJ  us  if  by  magic.  A 
panic  («ized  upon  the  iiiaurgeula.  Some  sought 
safety  in  submission,  some  iu  concealment,  some 
in  flight.  Casim,  one  of  ihe  sons  of  Yusuf,  es- 
caped in  disgnise  ;  the  youngest,  uiilinrmed,  was 
taken,  and  wos  sent  captive  to  the  king,  accom- 
panied by  the  head  of  hia  brother,  who  had  been 
slain  ia  battle. 

Wheu  Abdei-fthmnn  beheld  the  youth  ladeo 
with  chains,  he  remembered  his  own  sufferings 
in  his  early  days,  and  bad  compassion  on  hira ; 
but.  to  prevent  him  from  doing  further  mischiel^ 
he  imprisoned  him  in  a  tower  of  the  wall  of 
Cordova, 

III  the  mean  time,  Casim,  who  had  escaped, 
e  another  band  of  warriors.  Spain, 
in  all  ages  a  guerilla  counlry.  prone  to  parliMD 
warfare  and  petty  maraud,  was  at  that  time  in- 
fested by  bands  of  licentious  troops,  who  had 
sprung  up  in  the  ciril  contests ;  their  only  object 
pillage,  their  only  depimdence  the  sword,  and 
ready  to  flock  to  any  new  and  desperate  standard 
that  proraii«d  the  greatest  license.  With  a  ruf- 
6au  force  thus  levied,  Casim  scoured  the  country, 
took  Sidonia  by  storm,  und  surpristjd  Seville 
while  in  n  stale  of  unsuspecting  security. 

Abderahmau  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
faithful  Zenetes,  and  look  the  field  iu  person.  By 
the  rapidity  of  bis  movetoents  the  rebels  were 
defeated,   Sidoniu  and  Seville  speedily  retaken, 
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and  Casim  nas  made  prisoner.  TKo  goiierosily 
of  Abderabmau  was  again  oxbibitt^U  townril  tliia 
unfortuuKte  son  of  Yusur.  He  flpnred  hia  lilb, 
nw)  Bent  liim  to  be  coiifirieil  in  a  tuwur  nt  Tnloda 
Tbe  veienin  Samael  had  inketi  no  piirt  in  tbeio 
incurred  ions,  but  liad  allcndod  rHitbfully  to  the 
afFairB  intrusted  to  him  by  AlKleraliman.  The 
death  of  bia  old  friend  and  cdllcaguu  Yiiour, 
however,  aiid  tbe  subsequent  ilisaslura  of  hi* 
&niilj,  filled  liim  with  despondency.  Feurin;;  the 
icwnslancy  of  fortune,  and  the  dangeri  incident 
lo  public  etnploy,  be  entreated  the  king  U>  be 
pemiilied  to  retire  to  bis  bouse  in  Scgueii^a,  an*! 
indulge  &  privacy  aud  repMe  suited  to  bui 
Tanoed  age.  llis  pnyer  wb«  granlod.  The  | 
Teleran  laid  by  hU  atmt.  baliirred  in  a  tliooa 
oonflictB  ;  boog  Lib  cword  and  laiMW  agaitut  Iht  I 
mil,  and,  Bamnmded  by  a  few  frieudi.  gave  b' 
idf  up  ■ppareatly  to  ibe  «weel*  of  quia*  aa4  <■*'■ 


Wbo  £■■  oHtnt,  bowerer,  upon  lite  (naqnl 
noleaa  of  «  lieart  aartmrtd  wmid  tkv  mtonm  it 
war  and  aahUMM?  Uodtr  ike  mAttiifiUt  oitf- 
ward  baJHffi^  ame  gtMnog  tbe  «cm1«  ct  belies 
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■ri   he    WM    tajvtvfvi    tu   a   towvr    ■!   TuLelK 
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Hizeni  boD  Adrn,  a  relation  of  Yuenff  etatxA 
upon  iLe  Alcazar,  or  citadel,  slew  several  of  the 
royal  adiieruuts  of  the  king,  liberated  Casim  from 
\m  lower,  and,  aummoniug  all  the  banditti  of  the 
coiinlry,  soon  mustered  a  forue  of  ten  thousand 
men.  Abderahman  was  quickly  before  tb^  walls 
of  Toledo,  with  the  troops  of  Cordova  and  his 
devoted  Zenetes.  The  rebels  were  brought  to 
terras,  and  surrendered  the  ciiy  on  promise  of 
general  pardon,  which  was  extended  even  lo 
Hixem  and  Caaim.  When  th«  chieftains  t 
[lixem  and  his  priiici[}al  confederates  in  (he  poi 
of  Abderahman,  they  advised  bini  to  put  them 
all  to  death.  "  A  promise  given  to  traitors  and 
rebels,"  said  they,  "  is  not  binding  when  it  i 
the  interest  of  the  state  that  it  should  he  broken," 

"No!"  replied  Abderahman,  "if  the  safely 
of  my  throne  were  at  Etake,  I  would  not  break 
my  word.''  So  saying,  he  confirmed  the  amoeBty, 
and  granted  Hixem  ben  Adra  a  worthless  life, 
to  be  employed  in  further  treason. 

Scarcely  had  Abderahman  returned  f 
this  expedition,  when  a  powerful  army,  sent  by 
the  calipb,  lauded  from  Africa  on  the  coast  of 
the  Algarves.  The  commander,  Aly  ben  Mo- 
gueth,  Emir  of  Cairvnu,  elevatod  a  rich  batmer 
which  be  had  received  from  the  bands  of  the 
caliph.  Wherever  be  went,  he  ordered  the  colipll 
of  the  East  to  be  proelainied  by  sound  of  trumpet, 
denouncing  Abderahman  as  a  usurper,  the  vagrant 
member  of  a  family  proscribed  and  execrale<' 
all  the  mosques  of  the  East. 

One  of  the  first  to  join  his  standard  was  Hlxem 


ben  Adra,  so  reuently  pardoned  by  Abderahnmn. 
He  seized  upon  the  citadel  of  Toledo,  and  repair- 
ing to  the  camp  <ii'  My,  offered  to  deliver  the 
eily  into  hb  hiinds. 

Abdt^nthmaii,  as  bold  in  war  as  he  was  genlle 
ia  peace,  look  the  Geld  with  his  wonted  proropl- 
IWK  i  overthrew  his  enemies  with  great  slaugh- 
ter; drove  some  to  the  aea-coast  to  regain  their 
ships,  ttnd  others  to  the   mountains.     The  body 

f  of  AJy  waa  found  on  the  field  of  battle.  Abde- 
nhiiiBD  caused  the  head  to  he  struck  off,  and  cori- 
nyed  to  Cairvan,  were  it  was  affined  at  night 
a  column   in   the   public   square,  with  this   in- 

'  tcription,  —  "  Thus  Abdernhnian,  the  dcsceiiditnt 
of  the  Omeyn.^,  puniahes  the  rash  and  arrogant." 
Hixem  ben  Adra  escaped  from  the  field  of 
bollle,  and  excited  further  troubles,  but  was 
erentually  captured  by  Ahdelradee,  who  ordered 
his  head  lo  be  struck  off  on  tJie  spot,  lest  he 
should  again  be  spared  itirough  the  wonted  clem- 
ency of  Abderahraan. 

Notwithstanding  these  signal  triumphs,  the 
reign  of  Abderahmau  was  disturbed  fay  further 
insnrrections,  and  by  another  descent  Irom  Africa, 
but  he  was  victorious  over  them  all ;  striking  (he 
tools  of  his  power  deeper  and  deeper  inlo  the 
land.  Under  his  sway,  the  government  of  Spain 
became  more  regular  and  consolidated,  and  tic- 
quired  an  independence  of  the  empire  of  the  Eii;'!. 
The  caliph  continued  to  bo  considered  as  lirst 
pontiff'  and  chief  of  the  religion,  but  lie  ceased  to 
have  any  temporal  power  over  Spain. 

Having  ogtun  an  interval  of  peace,  Abderahman 
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devoted  himself  to  the  education  of  hia  oliild 
Saleiiniin,  the  eldest,  he  tip  pain  led  wali, 
governor,  of  Toledo ;  Abdallah,  llje  second,  was 
intrusted  with  tlie  command  of  Meridn  ;  but  the 
third  Bon,  Ilixem,  was  the  Jeligbt  of  bis  heart,  the 
son  of  Hownro,  his  favorite  Bultana  whom  he 
loved  throughout  life  with  the  utmost  lunderiies 
With  this  youth,  who  was  full  of  promise,  he  n 
laxed  from  the  fatigues  of  government ;  joining  i 
his  youthful  sports  amidst  the  delightful  garden 
of  Cordova,  and  leaching  him  the  gentle  art  of 
falconry,  of  which  the  king  was  ho  fond  that  be 
received  the  name  of  the  Falcon  of  Coraix 

While  Abderahman  wag  thus  indulging:  in  the 
gentle  propensities  of  his  nature,  mischief  was 
aecretlj  at  work.  Muhamad,  the  youugest  Boa 
of  Yusuf,  had  been  for  many  years  a  prisoner  in 
the  lower  of  Cordova.  Being  passive  and  re- 
signed, his  keepers  relaxed  their  vigilance,  and 
brought  bim  forth  from  his  dungeon.  He  went 
groping  about,  however,  in  broad  daylight,  a 
Htill  in  the  darkness  of  his  tower.  His  guards 
watched  him  narrowly,  lest  this  should  be  a  de- 
ception, but  were  at  length  convinced  that  the  ■ 
long  absence  of  light  had  rendered  him  blind. 
They  now  permitted  him  to  descend  frequently  to 
the  lower  chambers  of  the  tower,  and  to  sleep 
there  occasionally  during  ihe  heats  of  summer. 
They  even  allowed  him  to  grope  his  way  to  the 
cistern,  in  quest  of  water  for  his  ablotioi 

A  year  passed  in  this  way,  without  anythiug 
to  excite  suspicion.  During  all  this  time,  how-  . 
ever,  the  blindaess  of  Muhamad  was  entirely  a  ' 
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deception  ;  and  he  was  concerting  a  plaD  ol'  escape, 
tfarough  [he  aid  of  some  frieiwla  of  his  father, 
who  roimd  meaoa  to  visit  him  occasioDallj.  One 
sultry  evening  in  niidaaramer  the  guards  hml  gone 
(o  bathe  io  the  Guadalquivir,  leaving  Muhamad 
done,  in  the  lower  chambers  of  the  lower.  No 
sooner  were  they  out  of  sight  and  hearing,  than 
he  hastened  to  a  winilow  of  the  stuiruase,  leading 
down  to  the  cistern,  lowered  himself  tis  far  as  his 
arms  would  reach,  and  dropped  without  injury  to 
the  gronnd.  Plunging  into  the  Guadalquivir, 
tie  Bwam  acrosa  lo  a  Ihick  grove  on  the  opposite 
tide,  where  his  friends  were  waiting  to  receive 
him.  Here,  mounting  a  horse  which  they  had 
provided  for  an  event  of  the  kind,  he  fled  across 
(he  country,  by  solilnry  roails,  and  made  good  his 
wcape  to  the  mountains  of  Jaen. 

The  guardians  of  the  tower  dreaded  for  aoiac 
^me  to  make  known  his  flight  (o  Abderahnian. 
When  at  length  it  was  (old  to  him.  he  exclaimed,  — 
"  All  is  the  work  of  eternal  wisdom  ;  it  is  ioteuded 
to  teach  us  that  we  cannot  benefit  the  wicked 
without  injuring  the  good.  The  flight  of  that 
blind  man  will  cause  much  trouble  and  blood- 
shed." 

His  predictions  were  verified.  Muhamad  reared 
the  standard  of  rebellion  in  the  mountaioa  ;  the 
seditious  and  discontented  of  >dl  kinds  hastened 
lo  join  it,  together  with  soldiers  of  fortune,  or 
rather  wandering  banditti,  and  he  had  soon  six 
thouBand  men,  well  armed,  hardy  in  habits,  and 
desperate  in  characler.  His  brother  Casim  also 
re&ppeared  about  the  same  time,  in  the  mouuUins 
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of  Ronda,  at  the  head  of  a  daring  baud,  that  lud 
all  the  ueighboriDg  valleys  under  conlribution. 

Abderahmiin  summoned  bis  alcaids  (ram  their 
various  mililar^  posts,  to  assist  in  driving  the 
rebels  from  their  moiuitaia  fastnesses  into  the 
plains.  It  was  a  dangerons  and  protracted  toil, 
for  the  iDountains  were  frightfully  wild  and  rug- 
ged.  He  entered  lliem  with  a  powerful  host, 
driving  the  rebels  from  height  lo  height,  and  valley 
to  valley,  and  harassing  them  by  a  galling  fire 
from  thousands  of  cross-bows.  At  length  a  de~ 
cisive  battle  took  place  near  the  river  GQadalemar. 
The  rebels  were  signally  defeated ;  four  thousand 
fell  in  action  ;  many  were  drowned  in  the  river, 
and  Uuhamad,  with  a  few  horeemen.  escaped  lo 
the  mountains  of  the  Algarves.  Here  he  was 
hunted  by  ilie  ali'aids  from  one  desolate  retreat 
to  another ;  his  few  followers  grew  tired  of  shar- 
ing the  disastrous  fortunes  of  a  fated  man,  one  by 
one  deserted  him,  and  he  himself  deserted  the  t«- 
mainder,  fearing  they  might  give  him  up,  to  por- 
chase  their  own  pardon. 

Lonely  and  disguised,  he  plunged  into  the 
depths  of  ilie  forests,  or  turted  in  dens  and  caTcms 
like  a  famished  wolf,  oflen  casting  back  his 
Ihongbts  with  regret  to  the  time  of  his  captivity  in 
the  gloomy  tower  of  Cordova.  Hanger  at  length 
drove  him  to  Alarcon.  at  the  risk  of  being  dis- 
covered. Famioe  and  misery,  however,  had  80 
wasted  and  changed  him.  that  he  was  not  rec- 
ognized. He  remained  nearly  a  year  in  Ahu^oon, 
nmtoliccd  and  unkoowa,  yet  otmstantly  lonnaut- 
ii^  himself  with  the  dread  of  ^Movery,  mad  with 
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letters,  and  cultivated  tlie  sciences.  He  built 
mosques  in  every  city  that  he  visited  ;  iacalcHted 
religion  by  example  8S  well  as  by  precept;  and 
celebrated  all  the  fitstivals  prescribed  by  tbe  Koran 
with  the  utmost   magnificeacQ. 

As  a  moDumeDt  of  grutitude  to  God  for  the 
prosperity  with  which  he  had  been  favored,  he 
undertook  to  erect  a  mosque  in  his  ^vonta  city 
of  Cordova  Lhat  should  lival  in  splendor  the 
great  mosque  of  Damascus,  and  excel  the  one 
recently  erected  in  Bagdad  by  the  Abassides,  the 
Bupplatiters  of  his  family. 

It  is  said  that  he  himself  fiimished  the  plan 
for  liis  femoas  edifice,  and  even  worked  on  it, 
with  hia  own  hands,  one  hour  in  each  day,  to  tes- 
tify hia  zeal  and  humility  in  tbe  service  of  God, 
and  to  auimale  his  workmen.  He  did  not  live 
to  see  it  completed,  but  it  was  finished  iicconling 
to  his  plans  by  his  son  Ilixem.  When  liniahed, 
it  surpassed  the  most  splendid  mosques  of  the 
East.  It  was  six  hundred  feet  in  length,  upd 
two  hundred  and  fifly  in  breadth.  Within  were 
twenty-eight  aisles,  crossed  by  niaeieen,  supported 
by  a  thousand  and  ninety-three  columns  of  mar- 
ble. There  were  nineteen  portals,  covered  with 
plates  of.  bronxo,  of  rare  workmanship.  Tlie 
principal  portal  was  covered  with  plates  of  gold. 
On  the  summit  of  the  grand  cupola  were  three 
gilt  balls,  surmounted  by  a  golden  pomegranate. 
At  night  the  mosigue  was  illuminate  witli  four 
thousand  seven  hundred  lamps,  and  great  sums 
were  expended  in  amber  and  aloes,  which  were 
burnt  as  perfumes.     The  mosque  remains  to  this 
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day,  shorn  of  its  luicieat  eplcodor,  yet  sUll  uue  of 
the  grandest  Moeleni  monuments  ax  Spain. 

Finding  himself  advancing  in  jreara,  Abderali- 
mui  asBembled  in  his  capital  of  Cordova  the  prin- 
cqial  governors  and  commanders  of  his  kingdom, 
and  in  presence  of  them  all.  with  great  solemnity, 
notnitmled  hia  son  Hixem  as  the  successor  ta  the 
throne.  Ail  present  made  an  oath  of  fealty  U> 
Abderahmun  during  bis  life,  aud  to  Hixem  after 
his  dtwtli.  The  prince  was  younger  than  his 
brothers.  Suleiman  and  Al)dallah ;  but  he  was  tbe 
■on  of  Howara,  the  tenderly  beloved  auitana  of 
Abderahman,  aud  her  influence,  it  is  said,  gained 
him  this  preference. 

Within  a  few  months  afterward  Abderahman 
fell  gjievonsly  sick  at  Merida.  Finding  his  end 
Approaching,  he  summoned  Ilixem  to  his  hedude. 
"  My  son,"  said  be,  "  the  aogel  of  death  is  hover- 
ing over  me ;  treasnre  up,  therefore,  in  ihy  heart 
this  dying  counsel,  which  I  give  through  the 
great  love  I  bear  thee.  Remember  that  all  era- 
[ure  is  from  Giod,  who  gives  and  takes  it  away, 
according  (o  his  pleasure.  Since  God,  through 
his  divine  goodness,  has  given  us  regal  power  and 
authority,  let  us  do  his  holy  will,  which  is  nothing 
else  than  to  do  good  to  all  men,  and  esj>ociully  to 
those  committed  to  our  protection.  Render  equal 
justice,  my  sou,  to  the  rich  and  tlie  poor,  and 
never  suffer  injustice  to  be  done  witliiu  thy  do- 
minion, for  it  is  the  road  to  perdition.  Be  mer- 
dful  and  benignant  to  those  dependent  upon  thee. 
Confide  the  government  of  thy  cities  and  prov- 
bces  to  men  of   north  and  experience ;  punish 
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INTRODUCTION. 


IT  Ihe  time  of  the  general  mreck  of  Spain 
by  the  sudden  tempest  of  Arab  invasion, 
mauy  of  the  inhabitants  look  refuge  in 
I  rootintaias  of  the  Aaturias,  burying  diem- 
'  selves  in  narrow  valleys  difficult  of  access,  wher- 
ever a  constant  stream  of  water  afforded  a  greeii 
bosotD  of  pasture-land  and  scanty  fields  for  culti- 
vation. For  mutual  protection  they  gathered  to- 
gether in  small  villagea  called  caetros,  or  castrellos, 
with  watch-towers  a:id  fortresses  on  impcniling 
-■lifis,  in  which  they  might  shelter  and  defend  them- 
e  of  sudden  inroad.  Thus  urose  the 
the  Asturias,  subject  to  Pelayo  and 
he  kings  his  guccesBora,  who  gradually  extended 
heir  dominions,  built  towns  and  cities,  and  afler 
}  fixed  their  seat  of  government  at  the 
tty  of  Leon. 

An  important  part  of  the  region  over  which 
liey  bore  sway  was  andent  Cantabria.  extending 


CHAPTER  I. 

IniUllntion  of  Ferain  Gonulox  is  Coant  af  Ctilite.  Hii 
Firat  CunpiiiBn  ngainrt  iheMonn — Victory  of  San  Quinia. 
—  How  tbe  Count  disposed  of  the  Spoill. 

HHE  renowned  Fernan  Gonznlez,  tbe  moat 
mplete  hero  of  his    time,  was    bam 

lout  the  year  887.      Historiaus   Irace 

his  deBcent  to  Nuno  Belcbides,  nephew  of  the 
Emperor  Charlemagne,  and  Doila  SuU  Bella, 
grand  da  lighter  (o  the  Prince  Don  Saiicho,  rightful 
sovereign  of  Spain,  but  auperaeded  by  Roderick, 
the  last  of  the  Gothic  kings. 

Fernan  Gonzak-z  v/aa  hai'dily  educated  among 
the  monntaina  in  n  strong  place  called  Maron,  in 
tbe  houae  of  Martin  Gonzales,  a  gallant  and 
veteran  cavalier.  From  his  earliest  years  he  was 
inured  to  all  kinds  of  toils  and  perils,  laughl  (o 
hunt,  to  hawk,  to  ride  tbe  great  horee,  to  manage 
Bword,  luncc,  and  buckler;  in  a  word,  he  was  ac- 
complished in  all  tbe  noble  exercises  befitling  • 
cavalier. 

His  father  Gonzalvc  Nunez  died  iu  903,  and 
hitf  elder  brother  Rodrigo  in  904,  without  issue; 
and  such  was  the  adnnration  already  entertained 
of  Fernan  Gonzalez  by  tlie  hardy  mountaineers 
and   old  Castilian  warriors,  that  though    scarce 
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COUNT   OF   CASTILE. 

INTRODtJCTION. 

IT  (he  time  of  the  general  wreck  of  Spain 
b^  the  sadden  tempest  of  Arab  invasion, 
mauj  of  the  iDhabitants  took  refuge  in 
le  mountains  of  the  Asturias,  burying  thcm- 
ilves  in  deutow  valleys  diflidilt  of  access,  wher- 
rer  ft  constant  stream  of  water  aSbrded  a  green 
>gotn  of  pasture-land  and  scanty  fields  for  culti- 
ttion.  For  mutual  protection  they  gatliered  to- 
other in  small  villages  called  csstros,  or  castrcllos, 
ith  watch-towers  and  fortresses  on  impending 
iffk,  in  which  they  might  shelter  and  defend  thoni' 
■Ives  in  case  of  sudden  inroad.  Thus  arose  the 
LQgdom  of  [he  Asturias,  subject  to  Pelayo  and 
i«  kings  hia  successors,  who  gradually  extended 
uir  dominions,  built  towtis  and  cities,  and  after 
,  time  fixed  their  seat  of  government  at  the 
tty  of  Leon. 

,  An  important  part  of  the  re^on  over  whicfa 
y  bore  sway  was  ancient  Cantabria,  extending 
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from  the  Bity  of  Biscaj  to  the  Dnero,  and  caIB.  ' 

Caatile  from  the  number  of  castles  with  which 
was  Btuddcd.    They  divided  kiato  seignloriee,  o*^ 
which  they  placed  civil  and  military  governed 

called  counts — a  tille  said  to  be  derived  &om  t KKe 

Latin  comet,  a  companion,  the  person  eiijo3fiDg  ^t 

being  admitted  to  the  familiar  companionship  of 
the  king,  entering  into  his  councils  in  lime  *^ 
peace,  and  accompanying  him  to  the  field  in  dm»  «^' 
war.  The  title  at  count  was  therefore  n 
uified  than  that  of  duke  in  the  time  of  thi 
kings. 

The  power  of  these  counts  increased  ti 
degree  that  four  of  them  formed  a  league  t 
dare    themselves    independeni    of  the    crown     **' 
Leon.     Ordono  n.,  who  was  then  king,  receiv&<^ 
notice  of  it,  and  got  them  into  his  power  by  fort'e, 
as  some  assert,  hat  as  others  maintain,  by  per- 
fidious artifice.     At  any  rale,  they  were  brooght 
to  court,  convicted  of  treason,  and  publicly  be- 
headed.    The  CiistUiana  fiew  to  arms  to  revenge 
their  deaths.     Ordono  took  the  field  with  a  p*»«- 
erfol  army,  but  his  own  death  defeated  all  liis  plant- 

The  Caatilians  now  threw  off  allegiance  to  ihc 
kingdom  of  Leon,  and  elected  two  judges  to  rule 
over  them  —  one  in  a,  dvil,  the  other  in  a  mili- 
tary capacity.  The  first  who  filled  those  statiuai 
were  Nuiio  Rasnra  and  Lain  Colvo,  two  pone^ 
fill  nobles,  the  former  descended  from  Diego  Foi- 
cello,  a  count  of  Lara  ;  the  latter,  ancestor  of  tbt 
renowned  Cid  Campeador. 

Nuiio  Rasura,  the  civil  and  political  judge,  wt 
succeeded  by  his  son  Gonzalez  Nufio,  who  nu^ 
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Do&a  Ximena,  a  dangbter  of  odc  of  the 
Its  of  Castile  put  to  death  by  Ordoila  IL 
fun  ihb  marriage  came  Feruau  Gonzalez,  the 
jjetit  of  the  fullowiug  chronicle. 


CHAPTER  L 

In«talI«tion  of  Ferotn   GodieIpi    ob  Conn 
First  CampBisn  ae"'"'*  '^^  Moors —  Tictoiy  of 
—  Ilov  Ilie  Coaat  dispowd  of  Che  Spoili. 

|IIF,  renowned  Fernnn  Goninlez,  the  moet 
mjiIcLe  hero  of  his  time,  was  born 
out  the  year  887.  Historians  trace 
his  descent  to  Nuiio  Belchidez,  nephew  of  (he 
Emperor  CharlemHgne,  and  Dona  Sula  Bella, 
granddiiugbter  to  the  Prince  Don  Sancho,  rigblfol 
sovereign  of  Spain,  but  superseded  by  Bodericki 
the  laat  of  the  Gothic  kings. 

Fernan  Gonzalez  was  hardily  educated  amoDg 
the  mountains  in  a  strong  place  called  Klaron,  in 
the  bouse  of  Martin  Gonzalez,  a  gallant  lod 
veteran  cavalier.  From  his  earliest  years  he  ma 
inured  to  all  kinds  of  toils  and  perils,  uughl  to 
bunt,  to  hawk,  to  ride  the  great  horse,  lo  numsge 
sword,  lance,  and  buckler ;  iu  a  word,  he  was  M- 
complishud  in  all  the  uoble  enerciseB  befitting  i 

His  father  GoDzaho  NuSez  died  in  903,  uJ 
his  elder  broiber  Rodrigo  in  904,  without  isBner 
and  such  was  the  adtniration  already  enlerUuneJ 
of  Fernan  Gonzalez  by  the  hardy  mounIaiiie«(i 
Ukd   old  Caslilian  warriors,  Ihat  lliough   >car« 
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jears  of  nge  he  was  UDnnimowly 
elected  tn  rula  over  them.  His  lille  is  said  to 
bare  been  Count,  Duke,  aud  Consul,  under  tlie 
seigniory  of  Alonzo  the  Grenl,  King  of  Leon.  A 
cortes,  or  assemblnge  of  the  nobility  and  chivalry 
of  Castile  and  of  the  mountains,  met  together  at 
the  recently  built  city  of  Burgos  to  ilo  honor  to 
hia  inatallalicin.  Sebastian,  the  renowned  Bishop 
of  Oca,  omdutedL 

In  those  stern  days  of  Spain,  the  situation  of 
asovi^reign  was  not  that  of  silken  ease  aud  idle 
ceremonial.  When  he  put  the  rich  crown  upon 
his  head,  he  encircled  it  likewise  with  shining 
BteeL  With  the  sceptre  were  united  the  lance 
and  shield,  emblems  of  perpetual  war  against  the 
eaemies  of  the  faith.  The  cortes  took  this  oo- 
cssion  to  pass  the  fallowing  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  realm  :  — 

1.  Above  all  things  the  people  should  observe 
the  law  of  God,  the  canons  and  statutes  of  the 
holy  fathers,  the  liberty  and  privileges  of  the 
Church,  aud  the  respect  due  to  its  ministers. 

2.  No  person  should  prosecute  another  out  of 
Castile  ul  any  tribunal  of  justice  or  of  arms, 
onder  pain  of  being  considered  a  stranger. 

3.  All  Jews  and  Moors  who  refused  to  ae- 
kuowledge  the  Christian  faith  should  depart  from 
Castile  within  two  months. 

4.  That  cavaliers  of  noble  blood  should  treat 
their  tenants  and  vassals  with  love  and  gentleness. 

5.  That  he  who  slew  another,  or  committed 
any  other  grave  offense,  should  make  equal 
oefuare  of  atonement. 
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6.  That  no  one  should  take  the  property  of 
another ;  hut,  if  oppressed  by  poverty,  should 
cMme  to  the  count,  who  ought  to  bti  us  a  father 
to  all 

7.  That  all  should  unite  aud  be  of  one  heart, 
and  aid  one  another  in  defense  of  their  faith  and 
of  their  L-ountry. 

Such  were  the  ordinances  of  the  ancient  Cortes 
of  Burgos ;  brief  and  simple,  and  easy  to  be  un- 
derstood ;  not,  as  at  the  present  day,  multifarious 
and  perplexed,  to  the  confusioa  and  ruin  of  clients 
and  the  etirichmeitl  of  lan-ycni. 

Scarce  was  the  installation  ended,  oad  while 
Burgos  was  yet  abandoned  to  festivity,  the  young 
count,  with  the  impatient  ardor  of  youth,  caused 
the  trumpets  to  sound  through  ihe  streets  a  call 
to  arms.  A  cnplain  of  the  Moorish  king  of 
Toledo  was  ravagitig  the  territory  of  Castile  at 
the  head  of  seven  thousand  troops,  and  against 
hira  the  youthful  count  determined  to  make  his 
first  campaign.  In  the  spur  of  tlte  moment  but 
one  Imudred  Lonieraen  and  (ifteen  hundred  foot- 
Boldiers  could  be  collected  ;  but  with  this  slender 
force  the  count  prepared  to  take  the  field.  Ruj 
Velazquez,  a  valiant  cavalier,  remonstrated  against 
such  rashness,  but  in  vaiu.  "  I  owe,"  said  ibe 
count,  "  a  death  to  the  grave  ;  the  debt  can  never 
be  paid  so  honorably  as  in  the  service  of  God 
and  my  country.  Let  every  one,  therefore, 
addi'Bsa  himself  heart  and  hand  to  this  enterprise  ; 
for  if  I  come  face  to  face  with  this  Moor,  I  will 
most  assuredly  give  him  battle."  So  saying,  he 
knelt  before  Bishop  Sebastian  of  Salamanca  and 
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craved  his  benediction.  The  reverend  prelate 
invoked  on  his  heud  the  blessing  nnd  protection 
of  Heaven,  Tor  his  henrt  jearoed  toward  him ; 
but  when  he  saw  the  youthful  warrior  about  to 
depart,  he  kiodled  ns  it  were  with  a  holy  miirtial 
fire,  and  ordering  hia  ateed  to  be  saddled  he  sal- 
lied forth  with  him  to  the  wars. 

The  little  army  soon  came  upoo  traces  of  the 
eneiity  in  flelds  laid  waate,  and  the  smoking  rains 
uf  villages  uod  baralels.  The  count  sent  out 
scouts  to  clamber  every  height  and  explore  every 
defile.  From  the  summit  of  a  hil!  they  beheld 
the  Moors  eocampcd  in  a  valley  which  was 
covered  with  tlie  flocks  and  herds  swept  from  the 
neighboring  country.  The  camp  of  the  marauders 
was  formidable  as  to  numbers,  with  various 
itandards  floating  in  the  breeze ;  for  in  this  foray 
were  engaged  the  Moorish  chiefs  of  Saragossa, 
Denia,  and  Seville,  together  with  many  valiant 
Moslems  who  had  crossed  the  straits  from  Africa 
lo  share  in  what  they  considered  a  holy  enter* 
prise.  The  scouts  observed,  however,  that  the 
most  negligent  security  reigned  throughout  the 
camp ;  some  reposing,  others  feasting  and  revel- 
ing, all  evidently  considering  themselves  safe 
from  auy  attack. 

Upon  hearing  this  the  count  led  his  men 
cecretly  and  silently  to  the  assault,  aud  came 
upon  the  Moors  in  tlie  midst  of  their  I'evelry, 
before  they  had  time  to  buckle  on  their  armor. 
Tlie  itififlels,  however,  made  a  brave  thougli  con- 
fused resistance  ;  the  camp  was  strewn  with  their 
dead ;  many  were  taken    prisoners,  and  the  rest 
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begun  to  fiklter.  Tlie  count  killed  their  captain- 
general  with  his  otvn  haDil,  in  single  fight,  as  be 
was  bravely  rallying  his  troops.  Upon  seeing 
him  fall,  the  Moors  threw  down  their  weapons 
and  fled. 

Immense  booty  was  found  in  the  Moorish  camp, 

—  partly  the  rich  anna  and  equipments  of  the 
inSdei  warriors,  partly  the  plunder  of  the  country. 
An  ordinary  victor  would  have  merely  shared 
the  spoiU  with  his  soldiery,  but  the  euunt  wa3  as 
pioua  as  he  was  brave,  and,  moreover,  bad  by  bia 
side  the  venerable  Bishop  of  Salamanca  as  ooun- 
selon  Contenting  himself,  therefore,  with  dis- 
tributing one  third  among  his  soldiery,  he  shared 
the  rest  with  Giod,  devotiug  a  large  part  to  the 
Church,  and  to  the  relief  of  souls  in  purgatorj 

—  a  pious  custom,  which  he  ever  after  observed. 
He  moreover  fouuded  a  church  on  the  field  of 
battle,  dedicated  to  St.  Quirce,  on  whose  festival 
(the  16th  July)  this  victory  was  obtained.  To 
this  church  was  subsequently  added  a  monastery 
where  a  worthy  fraternity  of  monks  were  main- 
tained in  the  odor  of  sanctity,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  this  victory.  All  this  was  doubileaa 
owing  to  the  providential  presence  of  the  good 
bishop  oa  this  occasion  ;  and  this  is  one  insiauce 
of  the  great  benefit  derived  from  those  priesla 
and  monks  and  other  purveyors  of  the  Church, 
who  hovered  about  the  Christian  camps  through- 
ont  all  these  wars  with  the  infidels. 


i 
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,  rem^  idle  after  the  victory  of  Sao 
I  Qnine.  There  was  at  this  time  aa  old 
castle,  strung  but  much  battered  in  the  wars, 
whidi  protecleil  a  anull  town,  the  remains  of  the 
ooce  flourishing  city  of  Lara.  It  wa^  the  ancieut 
ikmaiD  of  his  familf,  bat  was  at  present  in  pos- 
«B8Sioa  of  the  Moora.  In  sooth  it  had  r«peat^j 
been  taken  acid  retaken ;  for  in  those  iron  days 
DO  cast]e  uor  fortress  remained  long  under  the 
(une  masters.  One  year  it  wae  in  the  hands  of 
ihe  Otnatians  ;  the  next,  of  the  Moors.  Some 
of  these  castles,  with  iheir  dependent  towns,  were 
tacked,  burnt,  and  demolished ;  others  remained 
sQent  and  deserted,  their  original  owners  ft^ariiig 
to  reside  in  them ;  and  their  mined  towers  were 
only  tenanted  by  bale  and  owls  and  screaming 
birds  of  prej.  Lara  had  lain  for  a  time  in  ruins 
after  being  captured  by  the  Moors,  but  hud  liecn 
rebuilt  by  them  with  diminished  grandeur,  and 
they  held  a  strong  giirrieon  in  the  custle,  whence 
they  sallied  forth  occasionaJly  to  ravage  the  luuds 
of    the    Christians.      The    Moorish    chiedain    of 

31 
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Lnra,  as  hag  been  observed,  was  among  the  aaso- 
daUid  marauderB  who  had  been  rout«d  in  the 
battle  of  Suii  Quircc ;  and  the  Count  Fernao 
Gonzalez  thought  this  a  favonthle  time  to  strike 
for  the  recovery  of  his  family  domain,  now  that 
the  infidel  possessor  mas  wejikoned  by  defeat  and 

Appointing  Rodrigo  Vela-nqueK  and  the  Count 
Don  Vela  Alvarez  to  act  as  governors  of  CastJIe 
during  his  absence,  the  count  sallied  forth  from 
Burgos  with  a  brilliant  train  of  tliivulry.  Among 
the  distinguished  cavaliers  who  attended  him  were 
Martin  Gonzalez,  Don  Gnstios  Gonzalei,  Don 
Velasco,  and  Don  Lope  de  BisL'aya,  which  last 
brought  a  goodly  band  of  stout  Biscayans.  Tha 
i^faroz,  or  staodard-hearer,  was  Orbita  Velasqnes, 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of 
San  Quirce.  .He  bore  as  a  staudanl  a  great  cross 
of  silver,  which  shone  gloriously  in  front  of  tha 
host,  and  is  preserved,  even  to  the  present  dayi 
in  the  church  of  San  Pedro  de  Arlanza.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  noble  cavaliers,  well  armed  and 
mounted,  with  many  esquires  and  pages  of  tha 
lance,  and  three  thousand  foot- soldiers,  alt  picked 
men,  formed  this  small  but  stout-hearted  army. 

The  count  led  liis  troops  with  such  caution  that 
they  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lara  with- 
out l>eing  discovered.  It  was  the  vi^l  of  Sl 
.lohn ;  liie  country  was  wrapped  in  evening 
shadows,  aud  the  count  was  enabled  to  approacli 
near  (o  the  place  to  make  his  observations.  Ha 
perceived  that  liia  force  was  too  inconsiderable  to 
invest  the  town  and  fortress.     Besides,  about  two 
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leagues  dialant  was  ihe  gamit  ami  roL'k  built  cas- 
lle  of  Cftrazo,  a  presidio  or  striuigliold  of  tbt 
Moors,  whence  Le  miglit  be  atUicki-d  in  the  rear, 
slioultl  lie  linger  before  tlie  fortresa.  It  was  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  whatever  was  to  be  effected 
must  be  done  promptly  and  by  siidJen  surprise. 
Bevolviiig  these  things  in  bis  mind  he  put  bis 
Iroopa  in  ambush  in  a  deep  ravine  where  thej 
look  their  rest,  while  he  kept  niitcU  upon  tbu 
castle;  raaturing  his  plaus  against  the  morrow. 
Id  this  way  be  passed  bis  midsuraraur'a  night,  the 
vigil  of  the  blessed  St.  John. 

The  festival  of  St.  John  is  observed  na  well  by 
Miibomctnns  as  Cliristians.  During  tlie  night  the 
bonfires  blazed  on  the  hill-tops  and  the  sound  of 
mnsic  and  lestivity  was  lieard  from  within  the 
town.  When  the  rising  sun  shone  along  the  val- 
ley gf  the  Arlanza  the  Moors  in  the  caatle,  un- 
BDspicioua  of  any  lurking  danger,  threw  open  the 
gates  and  issued  forth  to  I'ecreate  tbemselveB  in 
the  green  lields  and  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 
When  they  hud  proceeded  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  a  bill  shut  them  from  view,  tbu  count 
with  hia  eager  followers  issued  silently  but  swiftly 
from  their  biding-place  and  made  directly  for  the 
caetle.  On  tbe  way  they  met  with  another  band 
of  Moors  who  bad  likewise  come  forth  for  amuse- 
■neut.  The  count  struck  the  leader  to  the  earth 
with  one  blow  of  bis  lance ;  the  rest  were  either 
slain  or  taken  prisoners  ;  so  that  not  one  escaped 
to  give  the  alarm. 

Those  of  the  garrison  who  had  remained  in  tbe 
cattle,  seeing  a  Christian  force  rushing  up  to  the 
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very  waIIs,  hasieneii  to  close  the  gnlea,  but  it  was 
loo  lal«.  The  couDi  and  liis  ciivaliera  burst  them 
open  and  put  every  one  lo  the  sword  who  made 
opposition.  LoRving  Don  Velnsco  and  a  number 
of  soldiers  to  guard  the  castle,  the  count  liaatened 
with  the  rest  in  pursuit  of  the  Moors  who  were 
solemnizing  the  day  on  the  banks  of  the  Arlaoea. 
Some  were  reclining  on  the  grass,  others  were 
amusing  themselves  with  music  and  the  popular 
dance  of  the  Zamhrn,  while  their  arma  lay  scat- 
tered among  the  herbage. 

Al  sight  of  llie  Christiaus,  they  snatched  np 
their  weapons  and  made  a  de.^perate  though  vain 
resistance.  Within  two  hours  almost  all  were 
either  slain  or  caplured  ;  a  few  escaped  to  the 
neighboring  mountains  of  Carazo.  The  town, 
seeing  the  castle  in  (be  hands  of  the  Christians, 
and  the  garrison  routed  and  destroyed,  readily 
capitulated  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  permitted 
to  retain  unmolested  possession  of  their  houses, 
on  agreeing  lo  pay  to  the  count  the  same  tribute 
which  had  been  exacted  from  them  by  the  Moor- 
ish king.  Don  Velnseo  was  \<i(t  ulcnid  of  the 
fortress,  and  the  count  returned,  covered  with 
glory,  to  his  capitol  of  Burgos. 

The  brilliant  victories  and  hardy  deeds  of  arms 
with  which  the  youthful  Count  of  Castile  had 
commenced  his  reign  excited  the  admiration  of 
Alonxo  the  Great.  King  of  Leon,  and  he  sent 
missives  urging  bira  t»  appear  at  his  royal  court. 
The  count  accordingly  set  forth  with  a  cavalcade 
of  his  most  approved  knights  and  many  of  bis 
relatives,  sumptuously  armed    and  arrayed  and 
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mounled  on  Bleecls  richly  capansontid.  It  was  a 
pBgetint  belilting  a  young  nnd  inagDidcenl  chief, 
in  ihe  freshness  and  pleasnnce  of  hia  years. 

The  ki[jg  came  out  of  ihe  city  (o  meet  him,  at- 
tended by  all  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  his  court. 
The  count  alighted,  and  approached  to  kiaa  the 
king's  hand ;  but  Alfonso  alighted  also,  itnd  em- 
braced him  with  great  affection,  and  Ihe  friend- 
ship of  these  illn.'«lriaus  princes  continued  without 
inteiraptioD  ihruughuui  the  life  of  the  king. 


J    ] 


CHAPTER  III. 


R^^PJANY  are  the  doushtj  acbievemeDta  re- 
uKn  H  '^'''^'''^  '"  <"ic'e"t  chronicles  of  this  moat 
BhBSh  vitlorous  cnvalier ;  aniDiig  others  is  his 
expedition,  with  a  chosen  banil,  iigsinst  (he  castle 
of  Mugnon,  a  place  of  great  importance,  which 
Btood  at  no  grenC  distance  from  Burgoa.  He  sal- 
lied from  hia  capital  in  au  opposite  direction,  M 
delude  tlii:  Moorish  scouts  ;  but  making  a  sudden 
turn,  came  upon  the  fortress  by  surprise,  broke 
down  Ihe  gatea,  and  forced  his  way  in  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  having  nothing  but  a  dagger  in  hia 
hand,  bis  lance  and  sword  having  been  broken  in 
the  assault.  The  Itloors  fought  despurately  from 
court  to  tower,  from  lower  to  wall ;  and  when 
they  saw  all  resistance  vain,  many  threw  them- 
selves from  the  battlements  into  the  ditch  rather 
than  be  made  captives.  Leaving  a  strong  gar- 
rison in  the  place,  the  count  returned  to  Burgos. 
His  next  euti^rprise  was  against  Castro  Xcrit, 
a  city  with  a  strong  castle,  which  bad  been  a 
thorn  in  tliesideof  Castile — the  Moorish  garrison 
oElen  sweeping  the    road    betweeu   Burgos    and 
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Leon,  carrjring  off  Iravellers,  capturmg  aiiile, 
and  pluiiilering  conroya  of  provisions  and  mer- 
chandue.  The  ooimt  advanced  against  this  place 
iu  open  dn;,  ravaging  Ihe  coiinlry  and  annoancing 
bis  approach  by  clouds  of  smoke  from  the  burn' 
ing  hiibitaliona  of  Ihe  Moora.  AbdiiUah,  the  al- 
cnid  of  the  fortress,  tvould  have  made  peace,  but 
Ibe  count  refused  nil  terms.  "  God,"  said  he, 
"  has  appointed  rae  to  rescue  his  holy  inheritance 
fitJm  the  power  of  inlidels  ;  nothing  is  to  be  nego- 
tiated bat  by  the  edge  of  the  aword." 

Abdallah  then  made  a  sally  with  a  cliosen  bund 
of  his  cavaliers.  They  at  first  careered  lighlly 
with  their  Arabians  steeds  and  launched  their 
Moorish  duria,  but  the  Christiana  closed  in  the 
old  Gothic  style,  fighting  hand  1o  Land.  Abdal- 
lah  fell  by  the  sword  of  the  count,  and  his  foilow- 
era  fled  with  loosened  reins  bnck  to  the  city.  The 
Christians  followed  hard  upon  them,  strewing  the 
ground  with  dead.  At  ihe  gate  of  the  city  they 
were  met  by  Almondir,  the  fton  of  Abdallah,  who 
disputed  the  gateway  and  the  street  inch  by  inch, 
until  the  whole  place  ran  witli  blood.  The  Moors, 
driven  froin  the  streets,  took  refuge  in  the  castle, 
where  AJraondir  inspirited  them  to  a  desperate 
defense,  until  a.  etone  struck  bim  aa  he  stood  on 
Ihe  battlements,  and  he  fell  to  the  earth  dead. 
Having  no  leader  to  direct  them,  the  Moors  sur- 
rendered. When  the  town  was  cleared  of  ihe 
dead  and  order  restored,  the  count  divided  the 
spoils  —  allotting  the  houses  amoug  hb  followers, 
uid  peopling  the  place  with  ChrialiouH.  He  gave 
the  uommand  of  it  to  Layn  Bermudez,  with  the 
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[itie  or  count.  From  him  descended  au  illuBlri- 
oos  line  of  cavaliers  lurmed  de  Caetro,  whose  male 
line  became  extiiict  in  Castile,  but  conlinued  to 
flouriah  iu  Portugal.  The  pUce  is  said  to  have 
been  called  Caatro  Xerix,  in  consequence  of  the 
blood  ahed  iu  this  conflict  —  xeriz,  in  Che  Arabic 
language  bigiiif^'ing  bloody.  ' 

'  Suiduval,  p.  3U1. 


CHAPTEE  TV. 


Bm  Uw  COodI  or  Cntito  ud  t)u  King  of  Lena  make  >  Tri- 
intpbwil  tonj  ialo  the  Uonruh  Coantry.  —  Caplun  of 
^l»HiaTii>»  —  Of  the  Cluitfloge  brought  bj  Um  Henid, 
ud  of  the  CiHuit'i  Oe&uct. 

J  OUST  FERNAN  GONZALEZ  wa8 
resiles^  daring,  and  inipeluous ;  be  sel- 
dom suffered  lance  to  resl  on  wall  or 
Bleed  iu  stable,  and  do  Moorish  commander  could 
sleep  in  quiei  who  held  lown  or  lower  in  bb  oeigh- 
borbuod.  King  Alonzo  the  Great  became  emulous 
iA  ttbaring  in  bis  acbievemeul^  aiid  they  made  a 
cuupaigu  together  against  tbe  Moors.  The  count 
brought  &  spleudid  array  of  Castiliau  cliivair^  iutu 
the  field,  together  with  n  host  of  UontaiieBes, 
hardy  and  vigorous  troops  from  tbe  Asturias,  ex- 
celleut  for  maraudiug  warfare.  The  King  of 
Leon  brought  his  veteran  bands,  seasoned  to  bui- 
Wilh  their  united  forces  Ihey  ravaged  tbe 
Moorish  country,  marking  their  way  with  bavoc 
and  devastation  ;  arrived  before  Salaiiinnca,  tboy 
took  tliat  cilj  by  storm  af\er  a  brave  defense,  aud 
gave  it  up  to  be  sacked  by  tbe  soldiery.  After 
which  Hucb  of  tbe  Moors  as  chose  to  remain  iu  it 
were  suffered  to  retain  theii"  possessions  as  vussala 
to  the  king.  Having  accomplished  ibis  triumphant 
foray,  they  rolumed,  each  one  to  bis  capital. 
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Till!  Couoi  of  Castile  did  iioL  repose  long  b 
his  palaee.  One  day  a  Moorish  heraJd  magni- 
ficeDlly  dressed,  rode  into  the  city  of  Burgos, 
bringing  Fenian  Gonzalez  ft  cartel  of  defiance. 
It  was  from  a  vaunting  Moor  mimed  Acefali,  who 
had  entered  the  territories  of  Castile  with  a  pow- 
erful force  of  boree  and  foot,  giving  out  that  he 
had  eoine  to  measure  strength  and  prowess  with 
the  count  in  battle.  Don  Fernan  Gkinzalez  re- 
plied to  ihe  defiance  with  weapon  in  hand  at  the 
bead  of  his  wai'riors.  A  pitched  battle  ensued, 
which  bated  from  early  morn  until  eveoiog  twi- 
light In  the  course  of  the  fight  the  count  was 
iu  imminent  peril,  his  horse  being  killed  tinder 
him  and  himself  surrounded,  but  be  was  rescne<l 
by  his  cavaliers.  After  great  bloodshed,  the 
Moors  were  routed  and  pursued  beyond  the  bor- 
ders. The  ppoil  gained  in  this  battle  was  de- 
voutly expended  iu  repairing  the  churches  of  Cas- 
tile and  the  Houtauescs. 


I 
I 


ClIAl'TER  V. 


—  The  Moorish 


,N  those  warlike  times  of  Spniii  every  ooe 
lived  with  swurd  in   hatid  ;    there  was 

scarcely  a  commanding  cliff  or  IiJU-lop 

but  had  its  castle.  Moora  nud  ChrialianB  re- 
girded  each  other  from  rival  towers  and  battle- 
meote  |>erched  on  opposite  heigiils,  iiud  were 
iDoessiuitly  contending  for  the  domiuion  of  (he 
Vklleys. 

We  have  seen  that  Count  Femaii  Gronzalez 
had  regained  poasession  of  the  ancient  town  and 
fcrtresB  of  Lara,  the  domain  of  his  nncestord  ;  but 
it  will  be  recoUecIed  that  within  two  leagues' 
distance  stood  the  Moorish  presidio  of  Cunizo.  It 
was  perched  like  an  eagle's  uest  on  the  summit  of 
■  mountain,  nnd  the  cragged  steepness  of  its  poai- 
tioD,  and  its  high  and  thick  walls  seemed  to  render 
it  proof  against  all  assaull-  The  Moors  who  gar- 
risoned it  were  fierce  marauders,  who  used  to 
Bweep  down  like  birds  of  prey  from  their  lofly  nest, 
poance  npoii  the  flocbs  and  dwellings  of  the  Chris- 
tians, make  hasty  ravages,  and  bear  away  their 
spoils  to  the  mountain-top.  There  was  no  living 
with  safety  or  tranquilUly  within  the  scope  of  their 
raarandings. 
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InlelligeDce  of  tlieir  misdeeds  was  broughl  to 
.  Burgos.  He  determined  to  liaVA 
that  cat>lle  of  Carezo,  nhiiieTcr  miglit  I^e  Uie  cost: 
for  thia  purpose  he  called  a  council  of  bis  cbusen 
cavaliers.  He  did  not  conceal  ihe  peril  of  the 
enterprise,  from  ibe  crag-builL  HJtuutiiui  of  the  cas- 
tle, its  great  slrengtb,  aud  ibe  vigiltiiice  nud  valor 
of  its  garrison.  Still  tbe  Ciisliliuii  csvatiera  of- 
fered themselves  to  carry  ihe  fortress  or  die. 

The  count  sallied  secretly  from  Burgos  with  t 
select  force,  aud  repaired  in  tbe  uigbi-time  to  Lara, 
tbat  tbe  floors  might  have  no  intimation  nor 
suspicion  of  bis  design.  lu  itie  midst  of  the  next 
night,  Ihe  castle  gate  was  quietly  opened  and  thej 
issued  forth  as  silently  as  possible,  pursuing  tlieir 
course  iii  the  deep  shadows  of  the  valley  until 
they  cBine  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  Carazo. 
Here  ibey  remained  in  ambush,  and  sent  furth 
scouts.  Aa  tbe  latter  prowled  about  the  day 
began  to  dawn,  and  they  heard  a  female  voice 
singing  above  thein  on  the  side  of  the  raouiitain. 
It  WHS  a.  Moorish  damsel  coming  down,  with  a 
vessel  upon  her  bead.  She  descended  to  a  fuuii- 
taiu  wjiioh  gushed  forth  beneath  a  grove  of  willows, 
aud  OS  she  sang  she  began  to  fill  her  vessel  with 
water.  The  spies  issued  from  tbcir  concealment, 
seized  her,  and  carried  her  (o  Count  Pernan  Gon- 

Overcome  by  terror  or  touched  by  oonvietion, 
tbe  Moorish  damsel  threw  herself  on  her  knees 
before  the  count,  declared  her  wish  to  turn  Chris- 
tian, and  offered,  in  pi-oof  of  her  sincerity,  to  put 
liim  in  u  wiiy  of  gaining  possession  of  the  castle. 
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Bein^  encourRged  to  proceed,  she  told  him  ihnt 
tbere  was  to  be  n  marriage  feB.it  thnt  Any  in  the 
CBSlle,  Bad  of  course  &  great  deal  of  revelry,  which 
would  put  the  garrison  off  its  gunrd.  Slie  pointed 
out  a  situalioQ  wliero  he  might  lie  in  ambush  with 
his  troopH  in  Bight  of  the  lower,  and  proraiBed 
when  a  favorable  moment  presented  for  iiii  attaok 
to  give  IV  signal  with  n  light. 

The  count  regarded  her  for  a  time  wiih  a  (ized 
mA  earnest  giLze,  but  saw  no  faltering  nor  change 
of  couQleuance.  The  ease  required  bold  meiiaiirea, 
eombined  with  stratagem  ;  so  he  confided  in  her, 
Mid  permitted  her  to  return  to  the  castle.  Alt 
da/  be  lay  in  ambush  with  his  trooptt,  eiich  man 
hie  hand  upon  his  weapon  to  guard  ngain^'t  sur- 
priae.  The  distant  sound  of  revelry  from  ibe 
castle,  with  now  aiid  ihen  the  clash  of  cymbals, 
the  bray  of  trampels,  and  a  strain  of  feslive  music, 
showed  the  gayety  that  reigned  within.  Night 
came  on ;  lights  gleamed  from  walU  and  windows, 
but  none  resembling  the  appointed  signal.  It  was 
nhnoai  midnight,  and  the  count  began  to  fear  the 
Sfoorish  damsel  had  deceived  him,  when  to  bis 
grenl  joy  he  saw  the  signal-light  gleaming  from 
one  of  the  lowers. 

He  now  sallied  forth  with  his  men,  and  all,  on 
foot,  clambered  up  the  steep  and  rugged  height, 
They  hiid  almost  attained  the  foot  of  the  towers 
when  they  were  descried  by  a  sentinel  who  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  "  The  foe  !  the  foe !  to  arras ! 
to  arms!"  The  count,  followed  hy  hb  hardy 
cavaliers,  rushed  forward  lo  the  gate,  crying, 
"  God  and  Saint  Millan  ! "     The  whole  casUe  was 
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insltinLly  in  an  uproar.  The  Moors  were  be- 
wildered by  tlic  siidJeii  surprise  aud  the  euiifusion 
of  a  night  msHuli.  Tliey  fuught  bmvely,  but 
irreguliirly.  The  Christians  had  but  one  plan 
and  one  object.  After  a  hard  struggle  and  great 
bloodshed,  they  forMd  t!ie  ga!e  and  mode  tliem- 
aelves  masters  uf  the  castle. 

The  count  remained  several  dHys,  foriifyiug  the 
plnce  and  garrisoning  it,  that  Jl  might  not  fall 
again  into  the  posseaRion  of  the  Moors.  He  be- 
stowed magritfitent  rewards  on  the  Moorish  damsel 
who  had  Ihua  betrayed  her  countrymen  ;  she  em- 
braced the  Christian  faith,  to  which  sbe  had  just 
given  such  a  signal  proof  of  demotion,  though  it 
is  not  said  whether  tiie  count  hud  sufficient  con< 
Gdence  in  her  conversion  and  her  newly  moulted 
piety  to  permit  her  to  remain  iu  the  furtress  she 
had  betrayed. 

Having  completed  his  armngements,  the  oaunt 
departed  on  his  reiurn,  and  encountered  on  the 
road  his  mother  DofiH  Nu5h  Fernandez,  who,  ex- 
ulting in  his  success,  had  set  out  to  visit  him  at 
Carazo.  Tiie  mother  and  sou  had  a  joyful  meet- 
ing, and  gave  the  uumc  of  Cuutreros  to  the  place 
of  their  encounter. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Dulb  of  AiroasD.  Kiag  of  Lean.  —  Tlic  Mooi 


a  SUndud.  —  Of  his  Uuot  iii  Ihe  Forest  »LiIe  < 
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JLFONSO  THE  GREAT  was  now  grow- 
iug  old  and  infirm,  luid  liis  qut:en  and  sons, 
takitig  advantage  of  his  age  nud  feeble- 
ness, CDdBuvored  by  harsb  treatittent  to  compel 
him  to  relinquish  the  crowu.  Count  Fertinn  Gon- 
zalez interceded  between  them,  but  in  vain ;  and 
Alfonso  was  at  length  obliged  lo  surrender  his 
crown  to  his  oldest  son,  Don  Garcia.  The  aged 
monarch  (lien  set  out  upou  a.  pilgrimage  to  the 
shrine  of  St.  lago;  bul,  falling  ill  of  his  mortal 
malady,  sent  for  the  couiit  to  come  to  him  to  his 
death-bed  at  Zamora.  The  count  hastened  thither 
«ith.  all  seal  and  loyalty.  Ue  suciieeded  in  effect- 
ing B  reconciliation  between  Alfonso  and  his  son 
Don  Garcia  in  his  dying  momenta,  and  was  with 
■lie  monarch  when  he  quietly  breathed  bis  last. 
The  death  of  the  king  gave  fresh  courage  to  the 
Uoors,  and  ihey  ihought  this  a  favorable  moment 
lo  strike  a  blow  al  the  rising  power  of  the  connt. 
^t  Abderahman  was  al  this  time  king  of  Cordova 
^B     and  Miramamolin,  or  eovereign  of  the  Moora  in 
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Spikid.  He  hud  been  enrngcil  nt  the  capture  of 
the  CRStle  of  Carnzo,  and  the  other  vicIorJoa  of 
the  coiiiif ;  Htid  now  that  the  hitter  hnd  no  longer 
the  King  of  Leon  to  hack  him,  it  was  tliought  he 
might,  by  a  vigorous  effort,  be  completely  crushed. 
Abderahinan  accordingly  assembled  at  Cordova 
a  great  army  of  Moorish  warriors,  both  those  of 
Spain  and  Africa,  and  sent  (hem,  under  the  com' 
maud  of  Almanzor,  to  ravage  the  country  of 
Count  Feman  Gonzales!.  This  Almanzor  was 
the  most  valiant  Moorish  general  in  Spain,  and 
one  on  whom  Abilemhman  depended  as  upon  his 
right  hand. 

On  hearing  of  the  impending  danger,  Count 
Fenian  Gonzalez  summoned  all  men  of  Castile 
capable  of  bearing  arms  to  repair  to  his  standard 
at  Mugon.  His  force  when  assembled  was  but 
small,  but  composed  of  the  bravefit  chivalry  of 
Caslile,  any  one  knight  of  which  he  esteemed 
eqnnl  lo  ten  Moors.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of 
his  cavaliers  was  Don  Gonzalo  Gnatioa.  of  Lara. 
who  brought  seven  valiant  sons  to  the  field  — 
the  same  afterwards  renowned  in  Spanish  story 
ne  the  seven  princes  of  Lara.  With  Don  Gronzalo 
came  also  bis  wife's  brother,  Ruy  or  Rodrigo 
Velasquez,  a  cavalier  of  great  prowess. 

In  the  mean  time  tidings  continued  to  arrive 
of  the  great  force  of  the  enemy,  which  was  said 
Ifl  cover  the  country  with  its  lents.  The  name 
of  the  Moorish  general,  Almanzor,  likewise  in- 
spired great  nlnrm.  One  of  the  count's  cavaliers, 
therefore,  Gonzalo  Diaz,  connseled  him  not  to 
venture  upon  an  open  battle  against  such  fearful 


I 
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odds ;  but  ralher  to  mnke  a  tala,  or  ravaging  in- 
road  into  the  country  of  the  Moore,  by  wny  of 
compelling  them  lo  mnke  ti  truce.  TIic  cuunt, 
howerer,  rejected  his  fldvice.  "  As  to  tlieir  num- 
bers," eaid  he,  ^  one  lion  ia  worth  ten  eheep,  and 
thirty  woIfgs  could  kill  thirty  thou^nod  lambs. 
As  to  that  Moor,  Almanzor,  be  apsured  we  shall 
ranqnish  him,  and  the  greiiler  liis  renown  the 
greater  will  be  the  honor  of  ihe  victory," 

The  count  now  marched  his  little  army  lo 
Lara,  where  he  paused  to  awnit  the  movements 
of  the  eneroy.  While  his  troops  were  lying  there 
he  mounted  his  horse  one  day  and  went  forth 
with  a  few  attendants  to  hunt  in  the  forests  which 
bordered  tfae  river  Arlaozo.  Iii  the  couri^e  of  the 
chase  he  roused  a  monstrous  boar  and  pursued 
it  among  rocks  and  brakes  until  he  became  sep- 
tmted  from  his  attendants.  Still  following  the 
(rack  of  the  boar,  he  came  to  the  foot  of  a  rocky 
precipice,  up  which  the  animal  mounted  by  a 
ragged  and  narrow  puili.  where  the  horse  could 
not  follow..  The  count  alighted,  tied  his  horse  to 
an  oak,  and  clambered  up  the  path,  assisting  him- 
self at  times  with  his  boar-spear.  The  path  led 
to  a  close  thicket  of  cedars,  surrounding  a  small 
ediKce  partly  built  of  alone  and  partly  hewn  out 
at  the  solid  rock.  The  boar  had  taken  refuge 
within,  and  had  taken  his  stand  behind  what  ap- 
peared lo  be  a  mass  of  stone.  The  count  was 
about  to  launch  liis  javelin  when  he  beheld  a 
cross  of  stotie  standing  on  what  he  now  perceived 
«raa  an  altar,  and  lie  knew  that  he  was  in  a  holy 
place.     Being  as  pious  as  Im  wns  brave,  the  good 
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couul  now  knelt  before  the  altar  and  asked  pardon 
of  God  for  the  sin  he  had  been  on  the  point  of 
oommiltiHg ;  and  when  he  had  finished  this 
prayer,  he  added  another  for  victory  over  the 
foe. 

While  he  was  yet  praying,  there  entered  a 
venerable  monk.  Fray  Pelayo  by  name,  who,  see- 
ing liim  lo  be  a  Christian  knight,  gave  him  htx 
benediction.  He  informed  the  count  that  be  re- 
sided in  ihiB  hermitage  in  company  with  two 
other  monks  — Arsenio  and  Silvano.  The  count 
marveled  mucli  how  they  could  live  there  in  a 
country  overrun  by  enemies,  and  which  had  for 
a  long  time,  and  but  ret-enlly,  been  in  the  power 
of  the  infidels.  The  hermit  replied  thnt  in  the 
service  of  God  they  were  ready  to  endure  all 
hardahips.  It  ie  true  they  suffered  much  from 
cold  and  hunger,  being  obliged  to  live  chiefly  on 
herbs  and  roots ;  but  by  secret  pniha  and  tracks 
they  were  iu  communication  with  other  hermit- 
Hgea  scattered  throughout  the  country,  so  that 
they  were  enabled  to  aid  and  comforl^each  other- 
They  could  also  secretly  sustain  in  the  faith  the 
Christians  who  were  held  in  subjection  by  the 
Moors,  and  afford  them  places  of  refuge  and  con- 
ceidment  in  cases  of  extremity. 

The  count  now  opened  his  heart  to  the  good 
hermit,  revealing  bis  name  and  rank,  and  the 
perils  impending  over  him  from  the  invasion  of 
the  infidel.  As  the  day  was  far  apcnt,  Fray 
Pelayo  prevailed  upon  him  lo  pass  tlic  night  in 
the  hermitage,  setting  before  him  barley  bread 
and  such  simple  iitr^  as  his  cell  afforded. 


» 
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Early  !□  ihe  morning  the  count  went  forth  and 
feand  ihe  bermit  sealed  beaeatii  ii  tree  on  a  rock, 
'  whence  he  could  look  far  and  wide  out  of  the 
forest  and  over  the  Burroundiug  Liiutitry.  The 
hermit  then  accoaled  him  as  one  whose  holy  and 
meditative  life  and  mortifications  of  the  flesli  had 
given  lo  look  into  the  future  almost  with  the  eye 
of  prophecy,  "  Of  a  truth,  my  son,"  said  he, 
"  there  are  many  trials  mid  hardships  in  store  for 
thee;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  thon  wilt  cooquei' 
these  Moors,  and  wiit  increase  thy  power  and 
poeseSHJons."  He  now  revealed  lo  the  count 
certain  signs  and  portents  which  would  tahe  place 
during  battle.  "  When  thou  shalt  see  these," 
Boid  he,  "  be  assured  that  Heaven  is  on  ihy  side, 
u>d  Ihy  victory  secure."  The  count  listened 
with  devout  atluntiitn.  "  If  these  things  do  in- 
deed come  to  pass,"  said  he,  "  I  will  found  a 
tdiurch  and  convent  in  this  place,  to  be  tlediciiled 
to  Si.  Peter,  the  patron  suisit  of  this  hermitage  ; 
■ltd  when  I  die  my  body  shall  be  interred  here." 
ivtng  then  the  beaediclion  of  the  holy  friar, 
be  departed. 


CHAPTER   Vn. 

Tbs  BiUte  of  ths  Ford  of  Cuc^ina. 

JPT^^IIEN  Count  FerD&n  Gonzales  returned 
KvV^  "^  '''^  troops  be  found  them  in  great 
1&_"^  alarm  at  his  absence,  fearing  some  evil 
had  beftilluii  liiiD ;  bat  he  cheered  them  with  au 
Recount  of  his  adventure  and  of  the  good  fortune 
predicted  by  the  hermit. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  Ma;,  on  the  day  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  that  the  Christian  and  Moslem  ar> 
mies  came  in  sight  of  each  other.  The  Moors  ad- 
vanced with  a.  great  sound  of  trumpets,  atabals, 
and  cymbals,  and  their  mighty  host  extended  over 
hill  and  valley.  When  they  saw  how  small  was 
the  force  of  the  Cliristians  thoy  put  up  derisive 
shouts,  and  rushed  forward  to  surround  them. 

Don  Fernan  Gonzalez  remained  calm  and  un- 
moved upon  a  rising  ground,  for  the  hour  was  at 
hand  wheu  the  sign  of  victory  promised  by  the 
hermit  was  to  take  place.  Near  by  him  was  « 
youthful  cavalier,  Pedro  Gonzalez  by  uaoie, 
native  of  Ln  Fueule  de  Hilero,  of  liery  conrags 
but  vainglorious  temper.  He  was  cased  in  shin- 
ing armor,  and  mounted  on  a  beautilul  horse 
inipatiout  of  spirit  as  himself,  and  inccssaiirly 
foaming  and  champing  on  the  bit  and  pawing  the 


MTth.  As  t!>e  Muora  drew  near,  wbile  there 
was  yet  n  large  space  between  Uiem  and  the 
Christiana,  this  fiery  cavalier  couUI  no  longer 
oonlain  himself,  but  giving  reins  to  his  steed  set 
off  headlong  to  cncounler  the  foe ;  when  Middetily 
the  earth  opened,  man  and  horse  rushed  down- 
ward into  HU  abyss,  and  the  earth  closed  as 
bebre. 

A  ciy  of  horror  ran  through   the    Christian 
I        ranks,  and  a  panic  was  like  to  seize  upon  them, 

I  but  Don  Feman  Gonzalez  rode  in  front  of  them, 
txdftiming,  "  This  is  the  promised  sign  of  victory. 
Ijet  us  see  how  Castilians  defend  iheir  lord,  for 
IBJ  Standard  shall  be  borne  into  the  thickest  of 
ttie  fight."  So  saying,  he  ordered  Orbili*  Fer- 
'inndez  to  advance  his  standard ;  ant!  when  hia 
'traops  saw  the  silver  cross  glittering  on  high  and 
i'  borne  toward  the  enemy,  they  shouted,  "  Cnstllc  ! 
Cailile  ! "  and  rushed  forward  to  the  fight.  Im- 
mediately around  the  standard  fought  Don  Gon- 
calo  GustioB  and  his  seven  sons,  and  he  was,  say 
the  old  chroniclers,  like  a  lion  leading  his  whelps 
into  the  figiit.  Wherever  they  fought  their  way, 
ibey  might  be  traced  by  the  bodies  of  bleeding 
and  expiring  infidels.  Few  particulars  of  this 
battle  remain  on  record ;  but  it  is  said  the  Moors 
were  as  if  struck  with  sudden  fear  and  weakness, 

»iiDd  fled  iu  confusion.  AttnauKor  himself  escaped 
by  the  speed  of  hia  horse,  attended  by  a  handful 
of  his  cavaliers. 
In  the  camp  of  the  Moors  was  found  vast 
booty  in  gold  and  silver,  and  other  precious 
thin^,    with    sumptaous     armor    and    weapons. 


342     CBROKICLF.    OF  FERNAN   GONZALEZ. 

When  the  spoil  wiw  divided  and  the  troops  wi 
refreshed,  Don  Fernan  Gonzalez  went  with  hia 
cavaliers  in  pious  procession  to  the  hennilage  of 
San  Pedro.  Here  he  gave  much  silver  and  gold 
to  ihe  worthy  Fray  Pckyo,  to  be  expended  in 
masses  for  ihe  souls  of  the  Christian  warriora 
who  had  fallen  in  boKle,  and  in  prayers  for  fui^ 
ther  viclories  over  the  infidels ;  uf\er  which  be 
returned  in  triumph  to  his  capital  of  Burgos.' 

>  It  diMS  not  appcu  that  Count  Fcnuiii  Gonzalei  kept  bii: 
promiH  of  founding  ■  dumb  lUid  msiattxerf  oa  tbe  site  of 
the  bermitage.  The  latter  edifice  remained  to  afto-  ■(«*■ 
"  It  alsDd),"  t».j»  Siudovsl,  "  oa  a  precipice  oreihsnging  Ih* 
rirer  ArlanEs,  inBoraucti  Ibal  it  inspires  dread  to  look  below. 
It  ii  GMremelj'  ancluit;  large  eooagh  to  bold  a  bnndred.  pef^ 
■oiu.  WitliiD  the  chapel  is  an  opening  Uke  ■  chasm,  luditV 
down  la  a  cavern  larger  Uiaii  the  diurch,  fonned  in  t' 
rock,  willi  a  small  window  whidi  overlookt  the  riTor. 
he™  Ihe  Christians  used  to  conceal  Ihemtelras." 

As  a  canoboiatioD  of  Ihe  adTcnlnre  of  the  Connt  of  Cu> 
tile.  SandoTil  aasDres  ns  that  in  his  da?  the  oak  (till 
to  which  DoD  Fenuui  Gonitalei  tied  bii  horee,  wbeo  ha 
■lighted  to  Ecnmhie  up  the  hill  in  ponoit  of  the  boar.  Tha 
worthj  Fra;  Agapida,  however,  needed  uo  coTToboiMlon  tt 
the  kind,  swallowing  the  whole  alaiy  with  the  p 
of  a  pinna  monk.  The  action  here  tccotded  was  knowD  hf 
the  name  of  the  battle  of  the  Ford  of  Cascajarsa. 

ttaadoval  pves  a  different  acconnt  of  tbe  tkic  of  th« 

tio,  overthrew  their  chapel,  and,  wIthoDI  alighting  from 
hone,  onlered  the  three  monki  to  be  behHided  io  fail  pi 
■nee.  "This  mar^rdom,"  he  xdds.  "is  representad  in 
ancient  painting  of  the  chapel  which  itill  eidsla  " 


IHE   good    Count    (if  Ciiali 
I  spiriltid  by  this  signal  vielory  o 
I  Moors,  and  tbelr  greiil  getiernl  Alman- 
Kir,    that    he    determined,    now    Ilmt    he    lind    a 
breath iog-spell   from    infidel    warfare,  to   redress 
ixrtBiD    grievHiices    auslairied    froni    one    oi'    bia 
QuistiAU  neiglibors.     Tliis  wtis  Don  Sandio  IL, 
King  of  NHvarre,  aumamed  Abarca,  either  from 
I   the  abarcas  or  shepherd  shoes  which  he  hnd  worn 
f  in  early  life,  wlicn  brought  up  in  secrecy  and  in- 
,    dlgence,  during  the  overthrow  of  his  couutry  by 
Ibe    Moors,   or    from    inuking   hLi    soldiers    wear 
I  ahoes  of  the  kind  in  crossing  the  snoivy  Pyre- 
It  wns  a  name  by  which  the   populace  dc- 
r  lighted  to  call  him. 

This  prince  bad  recovered  nil  Nnvnrre  from 
k  the  inOdels,  and  oven  subjected  to  his  crown  all 
f  Biiicay,  or  Cnntabria,  and  some  territory  beyond 
E  Uie  Pyrenees,  on  the  confines  of  France.  Not 
[  content  with  these  ncquiiiitions,  he  bad  made 
r  (Kcasional  inroads  into  Castile,  in  consequence  of 
B  contest  respecting  the  territories  of  Najarra  and 
Rioxa,  to  which  he  Inid  claim.     Thene  ii 
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eoDDcilors,  and  represented  the  caiie.  I^Ie  cx- 
Ikh1«<]  Ihetn  to  stand  by  him  in  seeking  redreae 
for  this  insult  and  injurj  lo  ihi-ir  ci^iititry  and 
fiieir  chieflain.  "  We  are  not  cquul  in  numbere 
tD  Ibe  euemj,  boi  we  are  VHliiint  men,  uiiiled 
true  to  earh  other,  and  one  haudred  good 
les,  all  in  ibe  hsnds  of  chosen  caruliers,  all 
of  one  heart  and  mind,  arc  wortii  three  handred 
1  by  cbance  in  the  hands  of  men  who  iiave 
mtnoQ  lie."  The  cavalitn  all  a<fiure-l  him 
diey  WDDld  follow  and  obev  him  as  loj-nl  Bab- 
jects  of  a  worthy  lord,  and  would  proTc  Uieir 
fcalt;  in  the  daj  of  battle. 

A  Utile  army  of  itauocb  Castiliana  wai^  toon 
MKmUed,  the  silver  cros  was  again  reared  on 
U^  bj  the  EtaiHl«rd-be«rer  Orbita  Vebu^ucs, 
mot  advanced  resolaleljr  a  Anj'i  juumej 
mta  ibeHuiigdom  of  NaTarre,  for  his  maxim  wac 
to  Mnke  quickly  and  sudden.  King  Kaocfao 
Weodered  al  liis  daring,  bat  hastened  (o  meei 
"  s  witb  a  gmtljr  mperior  force.  Tbe  anuie* 
e  in  mgUt  of  ndi  other  at  a  ptao-  called  the 


r  addreiMd    his  men.     '-The 

jj^wd  he.  "aiv  more  DHmenme  iliu  we  ; 

s  of  bodj  and  ligbt  of  fwii.  and 

p  darta.    Utej  will  bure 

bat  if  we  at- 

shall  get  (be 

bdbra  Ihey  han  tiaae  to  hari  ifaeir 

~  M.     For  Kj  {«n,  1  diaO  aahe 

If  I  CM  ImI  refeage  the  wnw^ 

bia  penan  I  ewe  not  bow  aoas  I 
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As  the  armies  drew  oear  eacli  older  Ilie  Cao- 
tilinnB,  true  lo  ihe  orders  of  their  chieflaio,  put 
Up  ihe  war-cry.  "  Castile !  Castile !  "  and  rushing 
forvrard,  broke  through  ibo  squadrons  of  Niivarre. 
Then  followed  a  fight  so  pitiless  mid  deadljr,  says 
an  old  chroDicler,  that  the  strokes  of  their  n'eap- 
ons  resounded  through  the  whole  couutry.  The 
count  sought  King  Saucbo  ibroiighoul  the  whole 
field ;  they  met  nod  recognized  cucli  other  by 
their  armorial  bearings  and  devices.  They 
fought  with  fury,  until  both  fell  from  their  borees 
as  if  dead.  The  Costiliaus  cut  their  way  throngb 
the  niaas  of  the  enemy,  and  surrounded  their 
falleu  chief.  Some  raised  him  from  the  earth 
while  others  kept  off  the  foe.  At  first  they 
thought  him  dea<l,  and  were  loud  in  thoir  lamen- 
tHiions ;  but  when  tlie  blood  and  dust  were  wiped 
&om  ht»  face  he  revived  and  told  ihetn  not  to 
bead  him,  for  his  wounds  were  nothing ;  but  to 
press  on  and  gain  the  victory,  for  be  had  alun 
the  King  of  24avarrc. 

At  hearing  this  they  gave  a  great  shout  and  re- 
turned to  the  fight ;  but  ihosc  of  Navarre,  seized 
with  terror  at  the  fall  of  their  king,  turned  their 
backs  and  fled. 

The  count  then  caused  the  body  of  the  king  to 
be  taken  from  among  the  slain  and  to  be  con- 
ducted, honorably  attended,  to  Navarre.  Thus 
liell  Sancho  Abarca,  King  of  Navarre,  and  waa 
succeeded  by  his  bob  Don  Garcia,  aarnamed  the 
Trembler. 


I 


CHAPTER  IX. 


lb*  Oit  Cnaat  of  Tooinu 
tile,  and  hov 


•r  Coffin. 


i|HILE  tli«  CouDi  Feninn  Gonzalez  leatt 
vei  ill  of  his  wounds  in  his  ca{>it«l.  and 
when  his  soldier?  hHi3  scarce  laid  bj> 
their  cairassw  aai  bung  up  ilieir  shields  and 
laiiC9e».  there  was  a  fresh  alarm  of  war.  The 
Connt  of  Toalouse  and  Poietiere.  ihe  clwe  (riend 
nod  ally  of  King  Sanchn  Abarca.  had  come  from 
Frsoee  with  »  boel  to  hb  aeeistsiice.  but  Godiag 
him  defeated  and  slain,  raised  his  standard  lo 
iDAke  B  campaign,  in  hii  r«venge,  agaioKl  the 
Cvtiliaiiji.  The  Navarreee  all  galhered  ronod 
him,  and  mvr  an  amj  w«g  on  foot  more  power' 
(ai  ihaa  ihe  one  which  bad  recent])'  been  de- 
fealed. 

CodDt  FemHD  Gonzalez,  wouuijed  an  he  waa. 
samDOned  his  tjoopi^  to  march  a^nei  this  new 
enemj ;  bnt  tbe  war-worn  Castilians.  rexed  at 
faring  thos  called  ^ain  to  arras  before  thej  had 
time  to  breathe,  be^an  to  nmrmnr.  ^  Tlijs  is  the 
life  of  the  very  deril,''  eaid  they.  *■  lo  p>  about 
dky  and  night,  without  a  momeat'si  rem.  This 
lord  of  van  ie  aesuredly  Salon  liiffH",  tuij  we 
■re  leaae-  devils  in  his  empki;.  ahrays  bn^  en- 


^^_  tan  XM   vutv    19    Eie9i 

^K  are  leaae-  devils  in 


CHRONICLE   OF  FERSAK    GONZALEZ. 


trapping  the  souls 
UB,  80  batlered  and 
woundi-d.  It  ii"  nei 
talk  wilh  him,  and 


of  men.  He  has  no  pity  for 
Borri,  nor  for  himself,  so  badly 
essary  that  some  one  should 
urn  him  from  this  madness." 


Accordingly  a  hardy  cavalier,  Nuiio  Lnynet, 
remonstrated  with  the  count  againat  further  fight- 
ing until  he  should  be  cured  of  his  wounds  aud 
his  people  should  have  lime  to  repose ;  for  mor- 
tal men  could  not  support  this  kind  of  life. 
"  Nor  is  this  urged  through  cowardice,"  added  he, 
"  for  your  men  are  ready  to  fight  for  and  defend 
you  as  they  would  their  own  souls." 

"  Well  have  you  spoken,  NuSo  Laynez,"  re- 
plied the  count ;  "  yut  for  all  this  I  am  not 
minded  to  defer  thi*  fight.  A  day  lost  never  re- 
turns. An  opportunity  foregone  can  never  be  re- 
called. The  warrior  who  indulges  in  repose  will 
never  leave  the  memory  of  great  deeds  behind 
him.  His  name  dies  when  his  soul  leaves  the 
body.  Let  us,  therefore,  make  the  most  of  the 
days  and  hours  allotted  us,  and  crown  them  with 
such  glorious  deeds  that  the  world  shall  praise  us 
in  all  future  time." 

When  Nuiio  Laynez  repeated  these  generous 
words  to  the  cavaliers,  the  blood  glowed  in  their 
veins,  and  they  prepared  themselves  manfully  for 
the  field  ;  nor  did  the  count  give  them  time  to 
cool  before  he  put  himself  at  their  head  "and 
marched  to  meet  the  eiiemy.  He  found  them 
drawu  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  river  which 
was  swollen  and  troubled  by  recent  rains.  With-  ■ 
out  hesitation  he  advanced  to  ford  it,  but  his 
troopB  were  galled  by  flightJi  of  darts  and  arrows 
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Bs  they  crossed,  and  received  with  lances  on  the 
water's  edge  ;  the  bodies  of  many  floaled  down 
the  turbid  stretini,  and  many  pei'iahed  on  tlie 
banks.  Tliey  made  good  their  crossing,  how- 
ever, and  dosed  with  the  enemy.  The  fight 
was  obstinate  and  the  Castilians  nere  hardly 
pressed,  being  so  inferior  in  number.  Don  Fer- 
nan  Gonzalez  galloped  along  the  front  of  the 
enemy.  '•  Where  is  the  Count  of  Toulouse  ? " 
cried  he ;  "  let  him  come  ibrlli  mid  face  me,  — 
me.  Fernan  Gonzalez  of  CaaliSe,  who  defy  him  to 
single  combat ! "  The  count  answered  promptly 
to  the  defiance.  No  one  from  either  side  pre- 
sumed to  interfere  while  the  two  counts  encoun- 
tered, man  to  man  and  horse  to  horse,  like  honor- 
able and  generous  cavaliers.  They  rushed  upon 
each  other  with  the  full  speed  of  their  hoises ; 
the  lance  of  Don  Fernati  pierced  through  all  the 
armor  and  accoutrements  of  the  Count  of  Tou- 
louse and  bore  him  out  of  the  saddle,  and  before 
he  touched  the  earth  his  soul  had  already  parted 
from  his  body.  The  men  of  Toulouse,  seeing 
their  chief  full  dead,  fled  amain,  but  were  pur- 
sued, and  three  hundred  of  them  taken.^ 

The  field  being  won.  Count  Fernan  Gonznlea 
alighted  and  took  off  the  armor  of  the  Count  of 
Toulouse,  with  his  own  hands,  and  wrapped  him 
in  a  xemeie,  or  Afoorish  mantle,  of  great  value, 
which  he  had  gained  when  he  conquered  Almanzor. 
He  ordered  a  coffin  to  be  made,  and  covered  with 
cloth  of  gold,  and  studded  with  silver  nails,  and 
he  put  Iherein  the  body  of  the  coiml,  and  deliv- 
'   OrOH.  Ilea,  dt  Eipana. 
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ered  it  lo  tbe  captive  cavaliers,  whom  he  released 
and  furniBhed  wilh  money  for  their  expei)se», 
making  them  swear  not  (o  leave  the  bodj  of  the 
[  they  had  conducted  it  lo  Toulouse. 
So  the  count,  who  had  come  from  Fmnoe  in 
such  chivalrous  state,  at  the  head  of  an  array  of 
shining  warriors,  returned  in  his  coffin  with  a 
moumiog  train  of  vanquished  cavaliers,  while 
Count  Feruan  Gonzalez  conducted  his  victorious 
troops  iu  triumph  back  lo  Burgos. 

This  signal  victory  look  place  in  the  year  of 
I  926,  iu  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Alfonso  the  Monk  on  the  throne  of 
Leon  auii  the  Asturias.^ 

3  Muiuuk,  lib.  8,  c.  6,  p.  M7. 


ir  Ua  Ueti 


receive  Ihe  Hand  of  a  Princ™,  and 
igeon.  —  or  the  Slraiigef  Uial  viailed 
I  of  the  Appeal  that  be  made  to  tbe 


^^^ARPTA  rr.,  who  had  succeeded  to  (he 
jtfjra    ihruiie  of  Nftvarre  on  the  dealh  of  his 

■utmed  El  Tembloso,  or  The  Trembler.  He  wo8 
eo  called  because  be  wilb  ob^rved  to  tremble  on 
iiilo  batde;  but,  as  has  been  said  of  others, 
it  was  only  tiie  fleeh  that  trembled,  foreseeing  the 
dangers  into  which  the  spirit  would  carry  it. 
Tills  king  was  deeply  grieved  at  the  death  of 
hb  father,  slain  by  Count  Fernan  Gonzalez,  and 
would  have  taken  vengtance  by  open  warfare, 
but  he  was  counseled  by  Lis  mother,  the  Queen 
Teresa,  to  pureue  a  subtler  course.  At  her  insti- 
gation overtures  were  made  to  Ihe  count  to  settle 
nil  the  feuds  between  Navarre  and  Castile  by  a 
firm  alliance,  and  to  this  end  it  was  proposed  that 
Ihe  count  should  take  to  wife  Doiia  Sancha,  the 
sister  of  King  Garcia  and  daughter  of  King 
Sancho  Abarea.  The  count  accepted  gladly  the 
proffered  alliance,  for  he  had  heard  of  the  great 
merit  and  beauty  of  the  princess,  and  was  pleased 
with  HO  agreeable  a  mode  of  putting  an  end  to 
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all  their  conlesU.  A  ooBrereoce  waa  nccoidinglj 
appointed  between  the  cuuut  and  King  Garcin, 
to  take  place  iit  Ciruena,  each  to  be  attended 
only  by  five  cavaliera. 

The  count  was  raithrul  to  bis  compact,  anil  ap- 
peared at  tbe  appointed  place  with  five  of  the 
bravest  of  his  cavaliers  ;  but  the  king  arrived 
with  Bve-ond-thirty  chosen  men,  itU  armed  aqhv- 
pie.  The  count,  suspecting  treacliery.  retreated 
with  his  cavaliers  into  a  neighboring  hertailage, 
and,  barricading  the  door,  defended  himsel/ 
througbout  the  Jay  until  nightfall.  Seeing  there 
was  no  alternative,  he  at  length  capiiulatcd  and 
agreed  to  Burrender  liita^elf  a  priaoner,  and  f»j 
homage  to  (he  king,  on  the  latter  assuring  him, 
under  oath,  tliat  Ilia  life  should  be  secure.  Eiiig 
Garcia  the  Trembler,  having  In  thia  w-ily  maDDel 
gained  possession  of  the  count,  threw  him  in 
imuB  and  conducted  him  prisoner  to  Navurt, 
where  he  confined  him  in  a  strong  castle  e«Uod 
Castro  Viejo.  At  his  inlercessiou,  liowerer,  hi) 
five  cavaliers  were  raleaaed,  and  carried  back  Id 
Castile  the  doleful  tidings  of  his  captivily. 

Now  it  came  (o  pass  that  a  brave  Nomuui 
count,  who  was  performing  a  pilgrimnge  to  Sl- 
lago  of  CrimpoBlelln,  heard  that  the  Count  Fcr- 
nan  Gonzalez,  whose  renown  had  spread  far  atid 
wide,  lay  in  chains  in  Castro  Vi^o.  Having  w 
vehement  desire  lo  see  the  man  of  whom  fftino 
had  spoken  so  loudly,  he  repaired  to  the  casHor 
and  bribed  his  way  to  the  prison  of  the  okudC- 
When  he  entered  and  beheld  so  noble  u  oavaliv^ 
in  a  solitary  dungeon  and  in  chains,  be  was  sor« 
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I  beart.     The  count  looked  iip  with  woitder  as 
)  stranger  slood  before  him   !ii  pilgrim  garb 
with  sorrowful  aspect,  but  wlieu  lie  lennied 
lame  and  rank,  and  the  oliject  of  his  vbit, 
B  gave  him  the  right  hniid  of  frieridahip. 
t  The  pilgrim  coiitit  left  the  castle  more  ena- 
wred  thiin  ever  nf  the  ciLiii-ucier  of  Count  Fer- 
iian  Gonzalez.     At  ii  festival   of  the  court   he 
beheld  the  Princess  Saocha,  who  ha<l  served  as  a 
lure  to  draw  llie  good  count  into  the  power  of 
■n   etietnies,  and    he    found    her    of  surpassing 
Hjmi;,  and  of  a  gentle  and  loving  demeanor ;  bo 
Wft  determined  to  seek  ati  opporiunitj  to  speak 
^With  her  in  private,   for  nure!/,   titought    he,   in 
t^uch  a  bosom  must  dwell  the  soft  pity  of  woman- 
hood.    Accordingly,  one  day  as  the  princess  was 
walking  in  the  garden  with  her  ladies,  he  pre- 
feptcd  himself  before  her  in  his  pilgrim's  garb, 
^pi   pmyed    to   speak   with   her   apart,   as   if  on 
Bne  Uoly  mission.     And  when  they  were  alone, 
"How  is  this.  Princess,"  said  he,  "that  you  are 
doing  such  great  wrong  to  ITeaven,  to  yourself^ 
and  to  all  Christendom?"     The  princess  started, 
and  said,  "  What  wrong  have  I  done  ?  "     Then 
gilied  the  pilgrim  euunt,  "  Behold,  for  thy  sake 
t  noblest  of  cavaliers,  the  pride  of  Spain,  the 
bwer  of  chivalry,  the  hope  of  CbristeTidom,  lies 
■  ft  dungeon,  fettered  with  galling  chains.    What 
would  be  too  happy  to  be  honored  with 
1  love  of  Count  Fernati  Gonzalez ;  and  thou 
rned  it  1     How  will  it  tell  for  thy  fume 
in  future  limes,  that  thou  wast  made  a  snare  to 
captui'e  an  honorable  knight  i  that  the  gentlest, 


k. 
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the  brevest,  the  most  generous  of  cavaliers  »m 
inveigled  by  the  love  of  thee  to  bi;  Ihrann  into 
a  dungeoD?  How  haft  lltou  reversed  the  nwx- 
ims  of  chivaby!  Beaut;  has  ever  beeo  the 
friend  of  valor;  bot  tbou  hast  been  its  foe! 
The  fair  hands  of  loTcljr  dsmes  have  ever  be- 
Etowed  laurels  and  rewards  on  thoe«  gallani 
knights  who  sought  and  deserved  tfadr  loves; 
thou  hast  bestowed  chains  and  a  dnngeoD,  Be- 
hold, the  Moors  rejoice  in  his  captivii;,  whQe  all 
ChristiaEia  monm.  Thy  name  trill  be  sceoned 
tbroaghDUt  the  land  like  that  of  Cavk;  but 
sbouldst  thou  have  the  heroism  to  set  Um  five, 
thou  wilt  be  extolled  nbove  all  Spanidi  bi&i. 
Hadst  thou  bnt  seen  him  as  I  have  done, — 
alone,  abandoned,  enchained ;  jet  so  nidtle^  ao 
courteous,  »  heroic  in  his  cbaiD<>,  that  kii^  npoa 
their  ihrooes  might  env;  the  majc^f  of  hit  de- 
meMior.  If  thon  conld^i  feel  love  for  nian,  tfaoa 
sbouldst  do  it  for  ihb  knight ;  ior  I  swear  to 
thee  on  this  crosd  which  I  bear,  thai  never  w»a 
there  king  or  emperor  in  the  worid  eo  worth;  af 
womaoV  love."  When  the  pilgrim  cooat  had 
thus  spoken,  be  leA  the  prinoesa  to  loedilate  apoa 


I 


CHAPTEE  XL 


|HE  Triaixae  SaaAa.  renaine^  fur  some 
in  the  garAea,  reralriiig  ro  her 
[  txtiod  ail  that  &lie  hai  iotf  be&rdlf  tffid 
B  br  the  Covnt  Peman  Gmsalet  be^a 
1ier  boKHn;  lor  wjnthiig  ao  looitiM* 
Ae  heart  of  mvaui  as  Uw  idea  of  riivr  uiBaing 
for  bCT  sake.  Tbe  more  Uie  prinoeas  laediUleid 
the  more  die  became  etuaoored.  Sbe  eallaJ  Id 
miiid  all  ebe  Iwd  heard  or  ibe  iOvMrions  WliQae 
of  ibe  eoouL  Slie  llioit^i  upon  the  pktiir«»  jast 
drawn  of  Uim  in  ptvaa  — so  oublc,  f*)  miijcatie 
in  bia  titaiat.  Sbe  rctDembered  the  putLDg  wmds 
of  the  pOgriai  cotmt — "Nerer  iras  Uu::re  king 
nor  etapeiat  bo  worthj  of  a  womati't!  luve.' 
"  Ala> ! "  cried  she.  "■  wa^  lliere  ever  a  ladj  note 
DnfartmuU  tlum  1  ?  AH  ibe  love  ami  deTotMn 
of  liof  noble  csT&lier  I  migbt  have  had,  and  be- 
hold  it  lu«  beeu  made  a  mockery.  Both  Ik  and 
mjrtdf  hare  been  wronged  hj  the  Ireu^ieTj  of 
nij  twotber-' 

At  ko^di  the  paBFtoti  of  the  prmcesfi  arow  lo 
waA  a  bd^il  that  ebe  detenmned  li     ~  " 


T  of  wbidi  die  had  bntai  a 
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the  instrnmeDi.  So  s)ie  found  means  uue  night 
tQ  bribe  the  guards  of  lii^  prison,  und  made  her 
way  to  his  dungeon,  Wlien  the  count  saw  her, 
he  thought  it  a  benntiful  vision,  or  some  nngel 
Bent  Trom  heaven  to  comfort  him,  for  cerlaini/  her 
beautj  surpassed  the  ordiuarj  loveliness  of  woman. 

'■  Noble  cavalier,"  said  the  princess,  "  this  is  no 
time  for  idle  words  and  ceremonies.  Behold  be- 
fore you  the  Princess  DoSa  Sancha ;  the  word 
which  niy  brotiier  brake  I  am  here  lo  fiillill.  You 
came  to  receive  my  hand,  and,  instead,  you  were 
thrown  in  chaiii!^.  I  come  lo  yield  you  that  hand, 
und  to  deliver  you  from  those  chains.  Behold, 
the  door  of  your  prison  is  open,  and  I  am  ready 
to  fly  with  you  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Swear 
to  me  one  word,  and  when  you  have  sworn  it,  1 
know  your  loyally  too  well  to  doubt  that  you  will 
hold  your  oath  sacred.  Swear  ihal  if  I  fly  with 
you,  you  will  treat  me  with  the  honur  of  a  knigbt ; 
that  you  will  make  me  your  wife,  and  never  leave 
me  for  any  other  woman." 

The  count  swore  all  this  on  the  faith  of  a  Chris- 
tian cavalier ;  and  well  did  he  feel  disposed  to  keep 
his  oath,  for  never  before  had  he  beheld  such 
glorious  beauty. 

80  the  princess  led  the  way,  and  her  authority 
and  her  mouey  bad  conquered  the  fidelity  of  the 
guards,  so  that  they  permitted  the  count  to  sally 
forth  with  her  from  the  prison. 

It  was  a  dark  night,  and  they  left  the  great 
rood  aud  climbed  a  mountain.  The  count  was  so 
fettered  by  his  chains  that  he  moved  with  difficulty, 
but  the    princess    helped  and  sometimes    almost 


CBSONICLE   OF  FERNAN  GONZALEZ.    307  • 

c&rrted  him ;  for  what  will  not  delicate  woman 
perform  when  lier  Jove  nad  pity  are  fully  aroused. 
TliQS  (bey  toiled  on  their  way  until  the  day 
dawned,  when  they  hid  ihemselves  in  the  clifla  of 
the  mountain,  annoug  rocks  and  Ihiekets.  While 
ihoB  concealed  they  beheld  an  archpriest  of  the 
caBtlc,  niouDted  od  a  mule  with  a  falcon  on  hi5 
Sst,  bawkiog  about  ihc  lower  pari  of  the  ntoun- 
lain.  The  count  knew  him  to  be  a  buse  and 
malignftnl  man,  and  watched  his  movcmenls  with 
great  anxiety.  He  had  two  houudB  beating  about 
the  busbes,  which  aX,  length  got  upon  the  traces 
of  Ibe  count  and  princess,  and  diacovering  tbcm, 
Kt  up  a  violent  barking.  Alighting  from  bis  mule, 
the  archpriest  elaaibei«d  up  to  where  the  fugitives 
were  concealed-  He  knew  the  count,  and  saw 
that  he  had  escaped.  "Aha!  traitor,"  cried  he, 
drawing  bis  sword,  "  think  not  to  escape  from  the 
power  of  Ibe  king."  The  count  saw  tbal  reasiance 
was  iu  vain,  for  he  was  without  weapon  and  in 
cbaJoB,  and  tbe  arcbpriest  was  a  powerful  nuut, 
exceeding  broad  across  the  shoulders ;  he  sought. 
therefore,  to  win  him  by  fair  wordw,  promising 
that  if  be  would  aid  him  to  escape  he  would  give 
him  a  dly  iu  Castile,  for  him  and  his  heirs  for- 
ever. But  the  archpriest  was  mure  violent  tbtui 
ever,  and  held  his  sword  at  tbe  breast  of  thu 
GODnt  to  force  bim  bade  to  the  uasile.  Upon  this 
the  princess  rushed  forward,  and  witli  t«ara  in  her 
eyee  implored  him  not  to  deliver  the  cuuut  into 
the  hands  of  bis  enemies.  But  tbe  heart  of  tbe 
priest  was  inSamed  by  the  beauty  of  the  princeea, 
and  lluakipg  her  at  bis  Enercy,  ''  Gladly,"  said  he. 


■  3r>8 
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••  will  I  tu^^-ht  the  couijt  to  escape,  but  upon  one 
condition."  Then  lie  whii^pered  a  propoanJ  wliich 
brought  a  crimsuu  glow  of  Lorror  and  itidigtiHtiou 
into  tlie  clieuks  of  thi:  princess,  and  he  would  hare 
laiil  bia  hand  upon  hur,  but  be  was  suddeiily  UIYed 
from  the  earlb  by  the  strong  grtuip  of  the  count, 
who  bore  iiitn  to  the  edge  of  a  precipice  and  tiuDg 
him  headlong  down ;  nnd  his  neck  was  broken  in 
the  f>dl. 

Tlie  oount  then  tAok  the  mule  of  the  arcbprieat, 
bis  hawk,  and  his  hounds,  und  aflcr  keeping  in  the 
secret  parts  of  the  mountain  all  day.  he  and  the 
princess  mounted  the  mule  at  night,  and  pursued 
their  way,  by  Ihe  most  rugged  and  unfrequented 
passes,  toward  Castile. 

As  the  day  dawned  they  found  themselfe.^  in 
HU  open  plain  at  ibe  foot  of  the  mountains,  and 
beheld  a  body  of  horsemen  riding  toward  ibem. 
oouducling  a.  car,  in  which  sat  a  knight  in  armor, 
hearing  a  standard.  The  princess  now  gave  all 
up  Eir  lost.  "These,"  said  she,  "are  sent  by  my 
brother  in  pursuit  of  us  j  hovr  can  we  escape,  for 
this  poor  animal  has  no  longer  strength  uor  speed 
to  bear  us  up  the  moimtains  ?"  Upon  this  Couul 
Fertian  alighted,  and  drawing  the  sword  of  the 
arch  priest,  placed  himself  in  a  narrow  puss.  "Do 
you,"  said  he  to  the  princess,  "  turn  back  and 
hasten  U>  the  mouutaina,  and  dearly  shall  it  oo«t 
him  who  aliempls  to  follow  you."  "  Not  so,"  re- 
plied the  princess;  '■  for  the  love  of  me  hast  thon 
been  brought  from  thine  own  domain  and  betrayed 
into  all  these  dangers,  and  1  will  abide  to  share 
them  with  thee." 


^ 


Mm  m  mm^i,  mmms  kvhk. 
1  Iter  ^^  tew  MuMii 
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trnnsportK  of  the  multitude  as  Count  Fernau 
Gouzalez  eatered  liia  noble  capita!  of  Burgos. 
The  Princess  Sancha,  also,  was  bailed  with  bless- 
ings wherever  she  passed,  as  the  deliverer  of  their 
lord  and  the  savior  of  Castile,  and  shortly  a^er- 
wards  her  nuplials  with  the  count  were  cele- 
brated with  feasting  and  rejoicing  and  tills  and 
lonrnaments,  nhich  lasted  for  many  days. 


I 


B  of  Count 
with  ihe  beautiful 
«  Sanchii  were  scarcely  finished 
when  King  Garcia  ihe  Trembler  ciime  wilii  a 
powerful  array  to  revenge  his  various  affronts. 
The  count  sallied  foMh  to  meet  him,  and  a  bloody 
and  doubtful  battle  ensued.  The  Nttvarreae  at 
lengtli  were  routed,  and  the  king  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner  in  single  combat  by  Count 
Fenuin,  who  brought  him  to  Burgos  and  put  him 
in  dose  confinement 

The  Countess  Dofia  Sancha  was  now  almost 
as  ranch  afflicted  at  the  captivity  of  her  brother 
as  she  bad  been  at  that  of  the  count,  and  inter- 
ceded will  her  husband  for  his  release.  The 
count,  however,  retained  too  strong  a  recollection 
of  the  bad  ftiith  of  King  Garcia  and  of  liis  own 
treacheroos  aud  harsh  imprisonment  to  be  easily 
moved,  and  the  king  was  kept  in  duress  for  a 
considerable  time.  The  countess  then  inierealed 
the  principal  cnTaliers  in  her  suit,  reminding  them 
of  the  services  she  bad  rendered  tliera  in  aiding 
Ihe  escape  of  their  lord.     Through  their    united 
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iuterceBsioQs  llie  coutil  was  ioduced  to  relent ; 
eo  King  Garciit  iLe  Trembler  was  released  and 
treated  with  great  houor,  atid  sent  back  [o  hia  do- 
minious  witb  a  retiuue  belitting  his  rank. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Of  the  Expedition  igunst  the  mcieDt  Citj  a(  &;la.  —  TUa 
BBvltlinK  TrefptM  of  the  Coaat  into  ■  CaarEiit,  uui  liii 
CprapnoctMni  thennpoB. 

JOLUIIES  would  it  lake  to  follow  tfie 
uni  Fenmn   GonzulcK   in  liis  heroic 

I   achievements     a^tiiiut     llie     niliJclt.  — 

adtievemeiits  vchi<^  giw  to  Miber  history  alniuat 
tbe  air  of  fable.  I  forbear  lo  dwell  at  Urg«  upon 
one  of  fail  campaigm,  wliereiu  he  troured  ibe 
V«il«5  of  Laguna  ;  passed  viaiunou*]y  along  tbe 
banks  of  the  Douru.  building;  towem  and  caotie* 
to  keep  the  country  to  eubjei-tinn  :  liuw  br  •egded 
tbc  walls  of  Ibe  easile  ul'  OrtnaK,  being  litK  find 
to  (uoddL,  rword  in  baud  :  hon  hj  Ibv  valor  of 
bb  aim  be  ca)rtured  the  dtf  cf  Ormn  ;  how  b« 
lock  tbe  town  of  Sandirral  tbe  origin  'if  tbe  cht> 
aticfs  of  Saodonral.  who  w«re  iiucitiiiilf  calM 
Salradem ;  bow  be  made  au  iimuid  irvru  Lu 
Hadiid,  then  a  nroa^  forlrfitd  vijlit^.  aiifi  ba«- 
i  cwdwd  il,  tiBturu«d   ill   iriutafib   to 


1  wmld  he  wmagiug  ibe  uitnuorj  pf  llua 
grtaa  and  pwd  i;avalier  Ui  ]iaw  in  tileuoe  ow 
MM  vt  kic  r^kuU  ill  whid)  U-  garc  a  Hiutnitw 
■Mtone  trf'  hit  jnetj.     Tim  wao  in  au  Mtpaditioii 
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Hguinsi  the  nncieal  city  of  Sylo.  It  was  iiot  a 
place  of  much  value  ia  itself,  being  situated  iii  a 
cold  und  sterile  country,  but  it  had  become  a 
sirongbold  of  the  Moors,  whence  they  carried  on 
their  warfare.  This  plncf  the  count  carried  by 
fi3.«auit,  entering  it  in  fnlt  armor,  on  his  steed. 
overturning  and  slaying  all  wbo  opposed  him. 
In  tlie  fury  of  his  career  lie  rode  into  a  spacious 
edifice  which  he  supposed  to  be  a  moaque,  with 
the  pious  intention  of  flaying  every  iufidel  be 
might  find  wilhiu.  On  looking  round,  however, 
great  was  his  astonishment  at  beholding  ima^s 
of  saints,  the  blessed  cross  of  our  Saviour,  and 
various  other  sacred  objects,  which  announced  a 
church  devoted  to  the  veritable  faith.  Struck 
with  remorse,  be  sprang  from  his  horse,  threw 
himself  upon  liis  knees,  and  with  many  tears  im- 
plored pardon  of  God  for  the  sin  he  had  unknow- 
ingly commilfed,  White  he  was  yet  on  his 
knees,  several  monks  of  the  order  of  Sl  Domi- 
nic approached,  meagre  in  looks  and  squalid  in  at- 
tire, but  hailing  him  with  ^timI  joy  as  their 
deliverer.  In  sooth  this  whs  a  convent  of  San 
Sebastian,  the  fraternity  of  which  bad  remained 
captives  among  the  Moors,  supporting  themselves 
poorly  by  making  baskets,  but  permitted  to  con- 
tinue in  the  exercbe  of  their  religion. 

Still  filled  with  pious  compunction  for  ibe  tres- 
pass he  bad  made,  the  count  ordered  that  the  shoes 
should  be  taken  from  his  horse  and  nailed  upon 
the  door  of  the  church ;  for  never.  »tiid  be,  aball 
they  tread  any  other  ground  after  having  trodden 
this   holy  place.      From   that  day,  wc  are   told,  it 
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has  been  tlie  cnslom  (o  nail  the  shoes  of  Imr.s'-!)  on 
ibe  portal  of  that  convent — a  cuslom  which  has 
exteoiled  to  nuuiy  other  pinces. 

The  worthy  Fray  Prudencia  <ie  Sandoval  re- 
eords  k  niurvelonB  memeulo  of  the  expeditiou  of 
count  against  this  dtj,  which  remained,  be 
fl&js,  until  bis  day.  Not  far  (rotn  the  place,  on  the 
road  which  paj:«ses,by  Lara,  is  lo  be  seen  the  print 
oT  his  borae'u  hoofs  in  a  fioiid  rock,  which  has  re- 
hired the  impression  as  though  it  hitd  been  made 
in  softened  wax. '  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
horse's  hoo&  had  been  gifted  with  miraculous  hard- 
ness in  reward  to  the  count  for  his  pious  obhilii: 
of  the  shoes. 


CHAPTER  XTV. 


of  the  Hooriah  Hnat  that  < 
Ihe  Connt  npaind  lo  tl 

ofVioloty  intVieion. — 


p  from  Conlovn.  and  how 
miuge  of  Son  Pfdro.  aitd 
a,  snd  nveired  A»aniica 


^^SBlTE  ivorlby  Fray  Autoiiio  Agspido,  from 
l^^fl  <vliii»<?  maausoripls  Cliis  memoir  is  ex- 
f^*i^l  tvticled,  passes  by  manj  of  Ibe  Btriking 
and  heroic  deeds  of  the  count,  which  crowd  the 
pages  of  ancient  chroniclers ;  but  Ihe  good  friar 
ever  is  Bure  lo  dwell  with  delight  upon  any  of 
those  miraculous  occurrences  w[iii:li  took  place 
in  Spiiin  in  those  days,  and  whicli  showed  the 
marked  iutcrpositiou  of  Heaven  in  hehalf  of  the 
Christiaa  warriors  in  their  battles  with  the  infidels. 
Such  was  the  renowned  battle  of  Haziuas,  which, 
says  Agapidu,  for  its  miraculous  events  is  worthy 
of  etental  blazon. 

Now  so  it  was  that  the  Moorish  king  of  Cor- 
dova had  summoned  all  the  faithful,  both  of  Spain 
and  Africa,  to  assist  him  in  recovering  tbt  lands 
wrested  from  liim  by  the  unbelievers,  and  espo- 
cially  by  Count  Fernati  GoiiebIce  in  his  late  vic- 
tories; and  5uch  countless  legions  of  inrbaned 
wurriors  were  assembled  that  it  was  said  they 
covered  Ihe  plains  of  Andalusia  I" 
locusts. 
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Hearing  of  their  threatening  approacii,  the  cniiiil 
gntli«red  together  his  forces  at  PicdraSto,  while 
the  Moors  encamped  iu  Hnzin»3.  When,  bowever, 
he  beheld  the  might}'  hoat  arrayed  aguinst  him, 
bis  heart  for  onoe  was  troubled  with  evil  forebod- 
ings, tmd  catliug  lo  mind  the  cheering  prognos- 
tications of  the  frinr  Pelayo  on  a  like  occasion,  be 
resolved  lo  repair  again  to  thnt  holy  raim  for  coun- 
sel. Leaving  his  camp,  therefore,  secretly,  ha  set 
ODt,  accompanied  by  two  cavaliers,  to  seeic  the 
chape]  wiii<:h  be  had  ordered  lo  be  built  at  the 
hermitage  of  San  Pedro,  on  the  mountain  ovei^ 
baogiag  the  river  Arlanza,  but  when  arrived  there 
he  heard  to  hb  great  grief  that  the  worthy  friar 
was  dead. 

Entering  the  chapel,  however,  he  knelt  down 
at  tlie  altar  and  prayeil  for  success  in  the  coming 
fight;  humbly  representing  that  lie  had  never, 
like  many  of  the  kings  and  nobles  of  Spain,  done 
homage  to  ilie  infideb  and  acknowledged  them 
for  sovereigns.  The  count  remained  a  long  time 
at  prayer,  until  sleep  gradii»Ily  Bt<>le  over  bim  ; 
and  as  he  lay  fliimbcriog  before  the  altar  the  holy 
Fray  Pelayo  appeared  before  bim  in  a  vision, 
clad  in  garments  as  while  as  snow.  "  Why  eleep- 
est  thou,  Feruan  Gonzalez  ?  "'  said  he ;  "  arise, 
and  go  forth,  and  know  tliat  thou  ibalt  conquer 
those  Maor«.  For,  inasmuch  as  tboo  art  a  faith- 
ful vassal  of  the  Slost  High,  be  has  tommaDded 
the  Apostle  San  lago  and  myself,  with  many  an- 
gels lo  come  to  thy  aid,  and  we  will  appear  in 
the  battle  cUd  in  white  armor,  wilh  tHch  of  us  a 
red  cross  upon  our  pennon-  Therefore  arise,  I 
say,  and  go  hence  with  a  valiant  heart." 
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The  count  awoke,  ami  while  he  vas  yei  miBt- 
iug  upon  the  vision  he  lieani  a  roice  raying, 
"  Ariflc,  and  get  thee  hence  i  why  dost  ihou  lin- 
ger ?  Separate  thy  host  into  three  divi^ioDS :  enter 
the  field  of  battle  by  the  east,  with  the  smallesl 
division,  and  I  will  be  with  ihee;  and  let  the  sec-  . 
ond  division  enter  by  thi;  west,  and  ^lat  eball  be 
fljded  by  Sau  lago ;  and  let  the  third  dirislon  ea- 
ter by  the  north.  Know  IJmt  1  am  San  Millon 
who  come  to  thee  with  this  message." 

The  count  depikrted  joyruUy  Trom  the  chapel, 
and  returued  to  hia  army;  and  when  he  told  his 
troops  of  this,  his  second  visit  to  the  hermitage, 
and  of  the  vision  he  had  had,  and  how  the  holy 
fi-iar  Sou  Felayo  had  again  assured  him  of  Tjc- 
lory,  their  hearts  were  lii^ed  np,  and  they  re- 
joiced to  serve  under  il  lender  who  had  aiich 
excellent  counselors  in  war. 

In  the  evening  preceding  the  battle  Don  Fer- 
noil  Gonzalez  divided  his  forces  aa  hi:^  had  been 
orfered.  The  first  division  was  composed  of 
two  hundred  horsemen  nud  six  thousand  infantry; 
hardy  mouulaincers,  light  of  foot  and  of  great 
valor.  In  ihe  advance  were  Don  Gustios  Gon- 
zalez of  Sitlua,  and  his  seven  sons  and  two 
nephews,  and  his  brother  Kuy  Velasquez,  and  a 
valiant  cavalier  named  Gonzalo  Dim. 

The  second  division  was  led  by  Don  Lope  de 
BiiicayB,  with  the  people  of  Burueha  and  Tre- 
viuo,  and  Old  Castile  and  Castro  and  the  Astn- 
rios.  Two  hundred  horsemen  and  six  thousand 
infantry. 

The  third  division  was  led  by  the  count  him- 
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self,  iiTid  with  liim  went  Ruy  Cnvin,  and  Nufio 
Cavia  and  Iho  Vulascoii,  wbom  ihti  count  that 
dny  dubbed  knighlB,  and  twenty  esqnirea  of  the 
coant,  nliom  he  had  likiiwbe  knighted.  His 
division  consisted  of  four  hundred  nnd  Sfty  horse 
and  fifleen  hundred  foot ;  and  he  lold  his  men 
that  if  they  should  [lut  conquer  the  Moors  on 
the  following  day,  tht^y  shoutd  draw  off  from  the 
battle  when  he  gave  the  word.  Lute  at  night, 
when  all  the  camp,  ext^epting  the  sentinels  and 
guards,  were  buried  in  sk'ep,  a  liglit  suddenly 
illumiued  the  heavens,  and  n  great  serpent  was 
seen  in  the  air,  wounded  and  covered  with  blood, 
and  vomiting  fiaines,  and  nuking  a  lotid  hissing 
that  awakened  all  the  soldiers.  They  rushed 
out  of  their  tents,  iind  ran  hither  and  ihilher, 
mnning  tigainst  each  other  in  their  affright. 
Count  Fernun  Gonzalez  waa  awakened  by  their 
outcries,  hut  beforo  be  came  forth  tlie  serpent 
had  disappeHted.  He  rebuked  the  terrors  ol'  hiii 
people,  representing  to  them  that  the  Moors  were 
great  necromancers,  and  by  their  arts  could  raise 
devils  to  their  aid ;  aad  that  some  Moorish 
astrologer  had  doubtless  raised  this  spectrum  to 
alarm  them  ;  but  he  bade  thora  bo  of  goml  heart, 
since  they  had  San  lago  ou  tbeir  side,  aud  might 
Ml  Moor,  astrologer,  and  devil  at  defiance. 

In  the  first  day's  fight  Don  Fernan  fought 
hand  to  band  with  a  powerful  Moor,  who  had 
desired  to  Cry  his  prowess  with  liim.  It  was  an 
obstinate  contest,  in  which  the  Moor  was  slaiu; 
but  the  count  so  badly  wounded  that  he  fell  to 
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ibe  uarlh,  nnd  had  not  hla  mGD  SQirounded  and 
defended  tiim,  lie  would  liave  been  slain  or  cap- 
tured. Tlio  buttle  lasted  all  day  loug,  aod  Gus- 
lios  Gonzalez  mid  Lis  kindred  warriors  showed 
prodigies  of  valor.  Dod  Fernan,  having  had  tiis 
wounds  stauched,  remounted  hia  horse  and  gal- 
loped about,  giving  courage  to  bis  men ;  but  he 
was  covered  with  dust  and  blood,  nud  so  hoarse 
that  lie  could  no  longer  be  heard.  The  sqii 
went  down,  the  Moors  kept  on  fighting,  confiding 
in  their  greal  numbers.  The  count,  seeing  the 
night  HpproRching,  ordered  ihc  trumpets  to  be 
Hounded,  and,  coUecliug  bis  troops,  axade  one  gen- 
eral charge  on  the  Moors,  and  drove  them  from 
the  field.  He  then  drew  off  his  men  to  their 
tents,  where  the  weary  troops  found  refreshineut 
and  repose,  though  they  slept  all  night  upou  their 

On  the  second  day  the  count  rose  before  the 
dawn,  and  having  attended  mass  like  a  good 
ChrisiiBtn,  attended  next  to  his  horses,  like  a  good 
cavalier,  seeing  with  his  own  eyes  that  they  wer« 
Well  fed  and  groomed,  and  prepared  for  the  field. 
The  battle  this  day  was  obstinate  as  the  day  be- 
fore, with  great  valor  and  loss  on  either  side. 

On  the  third  day  the  coucit  led  forth  his  forces 
at  an  early  hour,  raising  his  silver  standard  of 
the  cross,  and  prHying  devoutly  for  aid.  Then 
lowering  their  lances,  tlie  Coslilians  shouted  Sbd 
lago  I  Sati  lago !  and  rushed  to  the  attack. 

Don  Guslios  Gouzalo  de  Salas,  the  leader  of 
one  of  the  diviaiun»,  made   a   luue  into  the  centre 
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of  the  Moorish  host,  dealing  death  od  either  side. 
He  was  met  by  a  Mcwrish  cavalier  of  powerful 
frBme.  Coverlug  ihemseWes  with  their  shielils, 
they  attucked  eaeh  other  with  great  fury ;  but 
the  days  of  Gustios  Gonzalo  were  immbered, 
and  the  Moor  tilew  him,  and  with  him  fell  a 
uephew  of  Count  Fernaii,  and  many  of  his  prin- 
eipal  cavaliers. 

Count  Fernan  Gouzalez  ericouulered  (he  Moor 
who  bad  just  alain  his  frieDd.  The  inSdel  would 
have  avoided  him,  having  heard  that  never  man 
eacsped  alive  from  a  conflict  with  him;  but  the 
count  gave  hlin  a  furious  ilirust  with  his  knee, 
which  stretched  him  dead  upon  the  Held. 

The  Moore,  however,  continued  lo  press  the 
count  sorely,  and  their  numbers  threatened  lo 
overwhelm  him.  Then  he  put  up  a  prayer  for 
the  aid  promL<(ed  in  his  visioD,  and  of  a  sudden 
the  Apostle  San  lago  appeared,  with  a  great  and 
shining  company  of  angeta  in  while,  bearing  the 
device  of  a  red  cross,  and  all  I'ushing  Upon  the 
UooTS.  The  Moors  wore  dismayed  at  the  sight 
of  this  reinfbrceueui  to  the  enemy.  The  Chris- 
tians, on  the  other  hand,  recovered  llieir  forces, 
knowing  the  Apostle  San  lago  lo  he  at  hand. 
They  charged  the  Moors  with  new  vigor,  and 
pat  ihein  to  flight,  and  pursued  ihem  for  two 
dttys,  killing  and  making  captive.  They  then 
returned  and  gathered  logelher  the  bodies  of  iho 
Christians  who  hud  been  slain,  and  buried  them 
in  the  chapel  of  San  Pedro  of  Arlanza  sod  in 
Other  hennitiiges.  The  bodies  of  the  Moore 
were  piled  up  and  covered  with  earth,  forming  a 
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mound  wliioh  i»  still  to  be  seen  od  the  field 
bailie. 

Some  hnve  nscribed  t 


battle  by  the  culestial 
Cross  of  CaliUrava. 


llie  origin  of  the 


CHAPTER  XV. 

TiMCeitnlioipriBniicdbTihe  King  of  LmB.-^Tlis  Cooatwi 
a  RMape.  —  tAioa  ind  CMIile  Dnilnl  bjt  iha  Hmv 
riagtotthe  Prince Ordoiio  with  L'muv,  [be  Uiuf^Urof  th* 
Otnm  br  hi)  Sm  Wife. 


^K90T  loDg  iiAer  this  i 
in^mS  amrveloui  battle,  a  Uoort»b  ip^iiff 
fjfffijff  named  Acejfa  became  «  vumJ  of  che 
CounI  DoQ  Ferojui.  Voder  lib  protectiwi,  «ad 
tliat  of  a  rich  aad  powerful  Ciuiijuiu  cavalier 
1  Diego  UnSoQ.  be  rvUiili  SaUiiuuics  aud 
,  aad  lereral   pUoea  oa  tbe  riw  Tw- 


U>  lorritarioL  nd  took  ibc  fidd  wi&  m  am/  In  ■ 
dm«  tfae  HoM-  An^  fiwn  ibe  UuA.  TW 
fHMd  ^Kiit  «f  Camtl  Firnaa  GubebIcz  waa 
I  tf  tlui  HBHok  npiMi  fair  Muuriab  vmmI, 
1  au  iu^iguilr  tArrad  to  Uw- 
a  1»p£  weu»ded  In-  iKw  Diep'  Miiloa,  te 
ti  &>A  ndi  tw  duTatr;  \u  |RviMt  fhc 
In  flBjmjMnit  inalairar  tic  had  troMcd  10 
Im  mrn  bttiA.  »d  lad  neglMied  tu  Mwk  mIvmb  itf 


374     CBRONICLB   OF  FERNAN  GOSZALUZ. 

King  Ramiro,  and  htaiBelf  and  Don  Diego  Mufion 
raken  pHsouer.  Tlie  latii'r  was  sent  in  chains  to 
ihe  ctislle  of  Goniou  ;  but  ilie  txiuui  wus  carrit^ 
lo  LeOD,  where  be  wii!i  confined  in  a  tower  of  the 
wall,  which  to   this   Aay    is    pointed  out  as   his 

All  Ca^lile  whs  thrown  into  grief  and  conster- 
tialion  bj  this  evenl.  and  InnieDtations  wt^re  henrd 
ihroughoui  ihe  laud,  as  though  the  coonl  had 
been  dead.  The  countess,  however,  did  not 
WBSle  lime  in  idle  tesrs,  for  she  was  a  lad^  of 
most  raliant  spirit.  She  Ibrlhwtth  assembled 
five  hundred  cavaliera,  chosen  men  of  tried  loy- 
alty and  devotion  to  ilie  count.  They  met  tn  ibe 
chapel  of  the  palace,  and  took  an  oath  upon  ibe 
Holy  EvHUgelisis  to  follow  the  counters  through 
nil  difficultii^  and  doiigere,  and  lo  obey  implicilly 
all  her  oumuinndi  for  the  rescue  of  their  lord. 
Wiih  this  bond  ihe  countess  departed  secretly  at 
aigfal&ll.  and  tniTelled  rapidly  unlit  morning, 
when  they  left  the  roads,  and  look  (o  the  moun- 
tains, le^t  their  nuut:Ji  should  be  discovered.  Ar- 
rived near  to  Leou,  .'lie  halted  lier  band  in  ft 
tbidt  wood  in  the  mountain  of  Sntnosa  where  she 
ordered  them  to  remain  in  secrecy.  Then  cloth- 
ing herself  as  a  pilgrim  with  her  staff  and  p«ii- 
nier,  slie  »ent  word  tir  King  Ramiro  thai  she  was 
OQ  a  pitgriuMge  to  San   lago,  and   enttvated   thai 
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gatea,  until  they  found  Ihemselves  clear  of  the 
walla,  when  thcj  put  spurs  to  tlieir  horsea  and 
Diad«  tlieir  way  to  the  mountniii  of  Samoaa. 
Here  the  count  was  received  with  sliouts  of  joy 
by  the  caviiliers  whom  the  countess  had  left 
there  iu  eoDccnlment. 

As  tlie  liny  advanced  the  keeper  of  the  prison 
entered  the  npartmeat  of  Don  Feruan,  but  was 
astonislied  lo  find  there  the  beautiful  countess  in 
place  of  her  warrior  husband.  He  conducted 
her  before  the  king,  accusing  her  of  the  fraud  by 
which  ehe  had  effected  the  escape  uf  the  count. 
King  Bamiro  was  greatly  incensed,  and  he  de- 
manded of  the  countess  how  she  dared  to  do  such 
an  act,  "  I  dared,"  replied  she, "  because  I  saw  my 
hasbaud  in  misery,  and  felt  it  my  duty  to  relieve 
him ;  and  I  dared  because  I  was  the  daughter  of 
a  kinp;,  and  the  wife  of  a  distinguished  cavalier  i 
as  such  I  trust  to  your  chivalry  to  treat  me." 

The  king  was  charmed  with  her  intrepidity. 
"  SeSora,"  said  he,  "  you  have  acted  well  and  like 
a  noble  lady,  and  it  will  redound  (o  your  land 
and  honor."  So  he  commanded  that  she  should 
be  conducted  to  her  husband  in  a  manner  beSt- 
ting  a  lady  of  high  and  noble  rank  ;  and  the 
count  was  overjoyed  to  receire  her  in  safety,  and 
they  returned  to  their  dominions  and  entered 
Burgos  at  the  head  of  (heir  (rain  of  cavaliers. 
amidst  the  transports  and  acclamations  of  their 
people.  And  King  Ramiro  sought  the  amity  of 
Count  Feman  Gonzalez,  and  proposed  that  they 
should  unite  their  houses  by  some  matrimonial 
alliance  which  should  eerve  as  a  bond  of  mutual 
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aecurily.  The  count  gladly  listened  to  his  pro- 
posals. Hu  had  a  fair  daughter  named  Urroca, 
by  hia  first  wife,  who  was  now  arrived  at  a  mar- 
riageablc  age ;  bo  it  was  agreed  that  nuptiala 
should  be  solemnized  between  Ler  and  the  Prince 
Ordofia,  sod  of  King  Ramiro ;  and  all  Leon  and 
Castile  rejoiced  at  this  uaioo,  which  promised 
tranquillity  lo  the  land. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Maoriib  Incnrsion  into  Custile.  —  Bnille  of  San  EMctui. — 
or  PbbciuI  Vivas  and  (he  Miracle  (hat  Befell  him.  — Dtalb 
of  Onlcilo  lit. 

|LiJ^JI<JU  ^veral  Bucceediug  years  of  the  career 
Jc  ^3W  '^^  ^'''^  most  redoubtaUle  cavalier,  die 
l^.aSt^  most  edifying  atid  prniseworthy  tracefl 
which  remain,  eaye  Fmj  Antotiio  AgHpidn,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  ai'chives  uf  vnrious  monasteries, 
consisting  uf  memorials  uf  pious  gifts  and  endow- 
ments made  by  himself  and  his  couatess,  DoSh 
Saocha. 

In  the  process  of  lime  King  Rumiro  died,  mid 
wiiB  succeeded  by  his  son  OrdoSo  III.,  llie  same 
who  had  mm-ried  Urraca.  the  daugliler  of  Couni 
Fernan.  lie  was  surnamed  the  Fierce,  either 
from  his  savage  temper  or  savage  aspetit.  Be 
had  a  aUip-brother  named  Dun  Suucho,  nephew, 
by  the  mother's  side,  of  King  Garcia  of  Navarre, 
surnamed  the  Trembler.  This  Don  Sancho  roae 
in  arms  against  Ordono  at  the  very  outset  of  his 
reign,  seeking  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown.  He 
applied  for  assistance  to  bis  uncle  Giircia  and  to 
Count  Fernan  Gonzalez,  and  il  is  said  both  farored 
his  pretensions,  Nay,  the  count  soon  appeareil 
ID  the  Geld  in  company  with  King  Garcia  the 
Trembler,  in  support  of  Prince  Suucho.     It  may 
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im  Btrange  thai  he  should  lake  up  arms  ngiiiiiBt 
his  owD  soip-in-laiv  ;  nixl  so  tt  ui^rtiitnly  appeared 
to  Ordono  III.,  for  be  was  so  incerised  Against  the 
count  that  he  repadiated  his  wife  Urnicn  and  sent 
her  back  lo  her  Tnther,  telling  him  llial  sJDce  he 
would  not  acknowledge  him  as  king,  he  should 
not  have  him  for  son-in-law. 

The  kingdom  now  became  a  prey  to  civil  wars ; 
the  restless  part  of  the  subjects  of  King  Oi'do&O 
rose  in  rebellion,  and  everything  was  in  coofusion. 
King  OrdoSo  succeeded,  however,  in  quelling  the 
rebellion,  and  defended  himself  si  ably  against 
King  Garcia  ani!  Count  Feman  Gonzalez,  that 
they  returned  home  without  effecting  their  object. 

About  this  time,  say  the  records  of  Cumpostello, 
the  sinful  dissensions  of  the  Christians  brought 
on  them  a  visible  and  awful  scourge  from  Heaven. 
A  great  flame,  or,  us  it  were,  a  cloud  of  fire, 
passed  tbroughont  the  land,  burning  towns,  de- 
stroying roeii  and  beasts,  and  spreading  horror  and 
devastation  even  over  the  sea.  It  passed  over 
Zomora,  consuming  a  great  part  of  the  place ;  it 
scorched  Castro  Xerez  likewise,  and  Brebiesco  and 
Pan  Corvo  in  its  progress,  and  in  Burgos  one 
bondred  houses  were  consumed. 

"These,"  says  [be  worthy  Agnpidii,  "  were  fiery 
tokens  of  the  displeasure  of  Heaven  at  the  sinful 
conduct  of  the  Christians  in  warring  ilpon  each 
other,  instead  of  joining  their  arms  like  brethren 
in  the  righteous  endeavor  to  extirpate  the  vile 
Beet  of  Mahome'-" 

While  the  Christians  were  thus  fighting  among 
themselves,  the  Moors,  taking  advantage  of  their 
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discord,  uame  nilh  a  great  army,  and  made  hd  in- 
carsion  into  Castile  ai  far  ai  Buc^s-  King  Or- 
dofio  and  Count  Feman  Gonzalez,  alarmed  at  tbe 
COmmoD  danger,  came  to  a  rerancilialiou,  and  took 
arms  together  against  the  Moors;  though  it  does 
not  appear  that  Ihe  king  received  again  his  re- 
pudiated »'ire  Urraca.  These  confederate  priocea 
gave  ihc  Moors  a  great  battle  near  to  San  Estevan. 
"  This  battle,"  says  Fray  Antonio  Agapida,  "  is 
chiefly  memorable  Tor  a  miracle  wliicb  occurred 
there,"  and  which  is  recorded  by  the  good  friar 
with  an  unction  and  perfect  credence  worthy  of  a 
monkish  chronicler. 

The  Christians  were  incastellaled  at  San  Este- 
van  de  (Jormiiz,  which  is  near  the  hanks  of  the 
Douro.  The  Moors  had  poi»9es3ion  nf  the  fortress 
of  Gormaz,  ai.out  a  league  further  up  the  river  oa 
a  lofty  and  rucky  height. 

The  buiile  commenced  at  the  dawn  of  day. 
Count  Fernaii  Gonzalez,  however,  before  taking 
tbe  field,  repaired  with  his  principal  cavaliers  to 
the  churcli,  to  attend  tbe  first  morning's  masa. 
Now,  at  this  time,  there  was  in  Ihe  service  of  tbe 
connl  a  brave  cavalier  named  Pascuni  Vivas,  who 
was  as  pions  as  he  wiia  brave,  and  would  pray 
with  as  much  fervor  and  obstinacy  as  be  would 
fighL  This  cavalier  made  it  a  religious  rule  with 
himself,  or  rather  had  made  a  solemn  vow,  lliat, 
whenever  he  entered  a  church  in  the  morning,  he 
would  on  no  account  leave  it  until  all  the  masses 
were  finished. 

On  the  present  occasion  the  firmuess  of  this 
brave  but  pious  cavalier  was  put  to  a  severe  proof. 
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When  Ilie  first  niasa  was  Bnished,  the  l-uuiiI  mid 
his  cavaliers  rose  and  sitllied  rrom  tlio  cliuruU  in 
clanking  iirmor.  and  soon  vSlcv  llio  somtd  of  trum- 
pet and  quick  tramp  of  steed  told  (hat  ihey  wem 
off  (a  the  encounter.  Pascual  Vit-as,  howuvur, 
remained  kneeling  all  in  arjnor  before  (he  nltiir, 
waitiog,  according  to  custom,  until  all  the  niiisaea 
ibould  be  finished.  The  massoa  that  morning 
were  nnineroiis,  aitd  hour  afler  hour  pasM>d  away  ; 
yet  still  the  cavalier  remained  kneeling  all  in 
armor,  with  weapon  in  hand,  yet  so  zvalous  in  his 
devotion  that  he  never  turned  his  hend. 

All  this  while  the  esquire  of  the  cnviilior  was 
at  the  door  of  the  church,  holding  hn  war-horae, 
and  the  esquire  beheld  with  eurprisu  the  count 
and  his  warriors  depart,  while  his  lord  remained 
in  the  chapel ;  and,  from  the  lieight  on  which  the 
diapel  flCood,  he  could  sue  the  Christian  host  en- 
0Qiin(er  the  Moors  at  the  ford  of  the  river,  and 
oould  hear  (lie  distant  sound  of  trumpets  and  din 
of  battle ;  and  at  the  sound  the  war-horv«  pricked 
his  ean  and  ^nufTed  the  air  and  pawed  Ihu  uurtli, 
and  showed  all  the  eagerness  of  a  ri'iblu  btu-d  te 
be  among  the  armed  men,  but  still  Pa>curil  Viva* 
cune  not  out  of  the  chapeL  The  e^juire  was 
wroth,  and  hlushed  for  his  lord,  for  he  thought  it 
was  ihrou^i  cuwardice  and  not  piel;  tliat  he  r«- 
laaine^  in  the  chapel  while  hb  comnulcs  wen 
fighting  in  tlie  field. 

At  lengili  the  nuMea  wiere  fiuiabed,  and  Paaeiul 
Tiras  waa  about  to  aall/  £irlli  when  hammma 
came  ridii^  i^  the  hiU  with  *bu«tta  of  vioary,  tat 
Ihe  faatile  waa  mti   and  tlae  Ho 
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When  PbhcueI  Vivas  heard  this  be  wns  so 
troubled  in  mind  thut  he  dared  doI  leave  the 
chapel  nor  come  ioio  the  presence  of  the  count, 
for  he  SHid  to  himself,  "  Sui'ely  I  shall  be  looked 
upon  118  a  recreant  kiiight,  who  have  blddea  my- 
self ill  the  hour  of  danger."  Shortly,  however, 
came  some  of  his  fellow-cavaliers,  eumnioiiing  him 
lo  the  preeoDce  of  (he  count ;  and  as  he  went  with 
a  beating  heart,  they  lauded  him  for  the  valor  he 
bad  displayed  aad  the  great  services  be  had 
reudered,  saying  that  to  the  prowess  of  his  arm 
they  owed  the  victory.  The  good  knight,  imagin- 
ing they  were  scoffing  at  him,  felt  aiill  more  I'jtst 
down  in  spirit,  and  entered  the  presence  of  the 
count  covered  with  confusion.  Here  again  be 
waa  received  with  praises  and  caresses,  at  which 
he  was  greiitly  astonished,  but  still  thought  it  all 
done  in  mockery.  When  the  Iruth  came  lo  be 
known,  however,  all  present  wei'e  filled  wilfa 
wonder,  for  il  appeared  as  if  this  cavalier  had 
been,  at  the  same  moment,  in  the  chapel  and  in 
the  field ;  for  white  he  remained  on  bis  knees  be- 
fore the  altjir,  with  his  steed  pawing  the  earth  at 
the  door,  a  warrior  exactly  resembling  him,  with 
[he  same  arms,  device,  and  steed,  hud  appeared  in 
the  hottest  of  the  fight,  penetrating  and  over- 
throwing whole  S(|uadroas  of  Moors ;  thai  be  had 
cut  bis  way  to  the  standard  of  the  enemy,  killed 
the  standard-bearer,  and  carried  off  the  bainier  in 
triumph ;  llinl  hia  pour-point  and  coal  of  mail 
were  cut  to  pieces,  and  his  horse  covered  with 
wounds ;  yet  still  he  fought  on,  and  through  his 
valor  chiefly  tlie  victory  was  obtained. 


I 
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What  mure  moved  asiouialimetil  wiis  that  for 
every  wound  received  by  ihe  wnrrior  aud  bis 
steed  ill  the  Held,  ibere  appeiired  mnrka  oil  the 
poorpoiiil  and  coHt  of  mail  and  iipotj  the  sieed  of 
FaBcuul  Vivas,  so  ihal  lie  liad  the  semblance  of 
having  been  in  the  severest  pi'es.s  of  the  battle. 

The  matter  waa  iiaw  readily  ex[>luiued  by  the 
worthy  friars  who  followed  tlie  armies  io  those 
Jays,  and  who  were  skillful  in  expoundiDg  the 
miracles  daily  occurriag  in  those  holy  wars.  A 
miraculous  iulervciition  had  been  vouchsafed  to 
Pascual  Vivas.  Thiit  his  piety  in  remaining  at 
bis  prayers  might  not  put  bim  to  shame  before 
ninful  tiien,  an  angel  bearing  his  form  and  sem- 
blanL-e  had  taken  his  place  in  battle,  and  fought 
while  be  prnyed. 

The  matter  being  thus  explained,  all  present 
were  filled  with  pious  admiration,  and  Paacual 
Vivas,  if  he  ceased  to  be  extolled  as  a  warrior, 
came  near  being  canonized  us  a  saint.' 

King  Orfoiio  111.  did  not  long  survive  this 
bstlle.     Scarce  had  be  arrived  at  Zamoi'u  on  his 
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way  liumetvaril,  when  lie  w&5  tjcizcj  vnth  a  mor- 
tal malady  uf  wliicFi  hi;  diud.  He  <*.-»»  suc- 
ceeded by  his  brutlier  Don  Sanchg,  Ihe  snroc  wlio 
had  formerly  endeavored  to  disposses§  bim  of 
hb  throDG. 


I 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

KJng  Sancho  the  Fat^Of  the  Homsge  ba  exacted  rroni 
Count  PeniiD  Gonzalez,  aoA  oC  the  eiruige  BargaiTi  that 
lie  m>da  with  him  Tor  the  purchuae  of  hia  Horea  and  Fal- 


i?^ING  SANCHO  I.,  on  ascending  the 
Rfl  Kvl  ''''"''"^f  '"^'''  "  corlea  ut  Leon,  wliere  all 
E^B^  tbe  great  men  of  the  kingdom  aud  the 
priiict;s  who  owed  allegiance  lo  Itira  were  expected 
to  attend  and  pay  bomnge.  As  tho  court  of 
Leon  waa  escessively  teuBcioua  of  its  claim  to 
sovereigal7  over  Cuslile,  the  absence  of  Count 
Feman  Gonzalez  waa  noticed  with  great  dia- 
pleaaure  bj  the  king,  who  sent  missives  to  him 
Gummaitding  his  aitendauce.  The  count  being 
proud  of  heart,  and  standing  much  upon  the  in- 
dependence of  Castile,  waa  unwilling  to  kiss  the 
hand  of  any  one  in  token  of  Taasakge.  He  was 
at  length  induced  to  stifle  his  repugnance  and  re- 
pair to  the  court,  but  he  went  in  almost  regal 
njle  and  with  a  epleiidid  retinue,  more  like  a 
sovereign  making  a  progress  through  his  do- 
mioions. 

As  he  approached  the  city  of  Leon,  King 
Sanchu  came  forth  in  great  aiaie  to  receive  him, 
and  tliey  met  apparently  as  friends,  but  there  was 
enmity  against  each  other  in  their  hearts. 
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The  rich  and  gallant  array  with  which  Connl 
Fernan  made  his  entry  in  Leon  was  the  theme  of 
every  tongue  ;  but  nolhiiig  attracted  more  DOlice 
thuu  a  Talcon,  thoroughly  trained,  which  he  Car- 
ried on  his  hand,  and  an  Arabian  horse  of  won- 
derful beauty,  which  he  had  gained  in  his  wars 
with  the  Moore.  King  Sancho  whs  seized  with 
a  vehement  dei^ire  to  possess  this  horse  and  Gtl- 
con,  and  offered  to  purchase  them  of  the  connL 
Don  Feman  hauglitily  declined  to  enter  into 
trallic  :  but  offered  them  to  the  monarch  as  a  gift. 
The  king  was  equally  punctilious  in  refuUng  to 
accept  a  favor ;  but  as  monarchs  do  not  easily 
forego  anything  on  which  (hey  have  set  their 
hearts,  il  became  evident  to  Cbuut  Feman  that 
it  was  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to  part 
with  his  horse  and  falcon.  To  save  his  dignity, 
however,  he  naked  a  price  corresponding  to  Us 
rank;  for  it  was  beneath  a  cavalier,  he  said,  la 
sell  his  things  cheap,  like  a  luean  man.  He  de- 
manded, therefore,  one  tbonsand  marks  of  silver 
for  the  horse  and  falcon,  —  to  be  paid  on  a  stip- 
ulated day ;  if  not  paid  oa  thai  day  the  price  to 
be  doubled  on  the  next,  and  on  each  day's  fn- 
tber  delay  the  price  should  in  like  manner  be 
doablei).  To  these  terms  the  king  gladly  cott- 
aented.  and  the  terms  were  spedSed  in  a  written 
agreement,  which  was  duly  signed  and  wit- 
nessed. The  king  thus  gained  the  horse  ami  Ut- 
con,  but  it  will  be  hereinafW  shown  that  this  bf 
dv^nce  of  his  fancy  cost  him  dear. 

This  laager  desire  for  an  Arabian  steed  ap- 
pears the  more  singular  in  SaniJM  the 
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his  being  SO  corpalent  (hat  he  coald  Dot  sit  oo 
horsebnct.  Hence  he  is  conimonlj  known  in 
history  by  the  nppellittiou  of  King  Snncbo  the  Fat. 
His  unwieldy  bulk,  also,  may  be  one  reason  why 
he  Boon  lost  ibe  faror  of  hie  warrior  eubjecU, 
who  looked  upon  him  as  a  mere  Irenchermiin  and 
bed-presser,  and  not  fitted  to  command  men  who 
lived  in  the  saddle,  and  had  rather  light  than 
either  eat  or  sleep. 

King  Sancho  saw  that  he  might  °oon  have 
hard  Ughting;  to  maintain  his  throne ;  and  how 
could  he  6gure  as  a  warrior  who  could  not  raouol 
on  horseback.  In  his  nnxiely  he  repaired  to 
his  nncle  Garcia,  king  of  Navarre,  snrnamed  the 
TVenibler,  who  was  an  exceeding  meagre  man. 
•od  asked  counsel  of  him  what  he  ehould  di)  to 
cure  himself  of  this  tronblesome  corpulency 
Garcia  the  Trembler  was  totally  at  a  Iw-fl  for  s 
recipe,  his  own  leanness  being  a  gifl  of  Naiore ; 
he  advised  him.  howeter,  to  repair  to  Abderab- 
nan,  the  Miramamolin  of  Spain  and  Kbg  of 
Cordova,  with  whom  he  was  happily  a  I  peace, 
and  consult  with  him,  and  seek  advice  of  the 
Arabian  physicians  resident  at  Cordova —  the 
Moors  being  generally  a  spare  and  active  people, 
■ad  the  Arabian  physicians  skillful  above  all  otben 
in  llie  treatment  of  diseases. 

King  Sancbo  the  Fat.  therefore,  sent  amicable 
meseai^  beforehand  to  the  Moorish  miramamu- 
lin,  and  followed  ihem  as  fast  as  his  oorpulenry 
would  permit ;  and  he  was  well  received  by  Ibe 
Moorish  sovereign,  and  remained  Ibr  a  long  time 
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at  CordoTii,  (liligenllj  employed  in  decreaBJng  hii 
rolunJiij-. 

While  [he  corpulent  Icing  was  thus  growing 
leaner,  di.ican[cn(  broke  out  among  his  subjecia 
at  home ;  nnd,  Count  PeraHn  Gonznlez  taking 
advantage  of  it,  stirred  up  an  insurrection,  and 
pinced  upon  the  throne  of  Leon  Oi'doiio  the 
Fourth,  siirtjamed  the  Bad,  who  was  a  kinsman 
of  the  lute  King  Ordofio  III.,  and  he  moreover 
gave  him  his  daughter  for  vrifc  —  his  daughter 
Drracn,  tlie  repudiated  wife  of  the  late  king. 

If  the  good  Count  Feinan  Gonzales  supposed 
he  bad  fortified  himself  liy  this  alliance,  and  that 
hin  daughter  was  now  fixed  for  the  second  time, 
and  more  firmly  than  ever,  on  the  llirone  of 
Leon,  he  was  grievously  deceived;  for  Saucho 
I.  returned  from  Cordova  at  the  head  of  &  pow- 
erful host  of  Moors,  and  was  no  longer  to  ba 
called  the  Fat,  for  he  had  so  well  succeeded 
under  the  regimen  prescribed  by  the  miramamo- 
liu  and  his  Arabian  phyHiciiius,  that  he  could 
vault  into  the  saddle  with  merely  putting  his 
hand  upon  the  pommel. 

Ordofio  IV.  was  a  man  of  puny  heart ;  no 
sooner  did  he  hear  of  the  approach  of  King 
Sancho,  and  of  bis  marveioos  leanness  and  agil- 
ity, than  he  was  seized  with  terror,  and,  abandon* 
iug  his  throne  and  his  twi<;e-repudiat(id  Bpouso 
Urraca,  he  made  for  the  mountains  of  Aslurias, 
or,  as  others  assert,  was  overtakeu  by  the  Moors 
and  killed  with  lances. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


FuitJier  of  tha  H 


and  PalcoD. 


|ING  SANCHO  I.,  having  r.;uslaLIiBhed 
iHtilf  Oil  the  tlirane,  mid  lerovered 
good-will  of  his  aubjccts  by  his 
le&nnees  nncl  honteniHiiship,  sctit  n  stern  messnge 
to  Caunt  Fernwi  Gunznlez  lo  come  to  his  corles, 
or  reaign  his  countsliip.  The  count  was  exceed- 
ingly iiiiligiiant  at  this  order,  nnd  fenred,  more- 
over, ihnt  some  indignity  or  injury  would  be 
offered  him  should  he  repair  to  Leon.  He  mnde 
the  mesEHge  known  to  his  principal  Ciiviiliers,  and 
requested  their  advice.  Moat  of  ilicm  were  of 
opinion  thai  he  ahonld  not  go  to  the  corle?.  Don 
Fernan  declared,  however,  that  lie  would  not  net 
disloyally  in  omitting  to  do  that  which  ihe  couniR 
of  Cusiile  had  always  performed,  although  he 
fell  that  he  incurred  the  risk  of  denrh  or  im- 
prisonment. Leaving  his  son,  Garcia  Fernan- 
dez, therefore,  in  charge  of  his  councilors,  he 
departed  for  Leon  with  only  seven  caviLlierg. 

As  he  approached  the  gates  of  that  eity,  no 
one  came  forth  to  greet  him,  as  had  always  beea 
the  custom.  This  he  considered  an  evil  sign. 
Presenting  himself  before  the  king,  he  would 
luive  kissed  his  band,  but  the  monarch  withheld 
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JL  He  chnrged  ihc  couot  with  being  vainglo- 
rious and  disloyal ;  with  baviog  absented  bimsdf 
from  the  cortes  and  conspired  agaiust  his  throne ; 
—  for  all  which  he  should  make  atonement,  and 
sbould  give  hoslagea  or  pledges  for  his  good  ioith 
before  be  left  the  court. 

The  count  in  repl;  accounted  for  abAenting 
bimiHilf  from  the  cortea  by  the  perGdioua  treat- 
ment he  hnd  formerly  experienced  at  I.eon.  As 
lo  any  grievnncea  the  king  might  have  to  com- 
plain oli  he  stood  ready  to  redress  them,  pravidecl 
tbe  king  would  make  good  hts  own  written  en- 
gagemeni,  signed  with  hia  own  hand  and  sealed 
with  his  own  eeal,  lo  pay  for  the  horse  oud  faJ- 
cou  which  he  bad  purchased  of  the  count  on  his 
ibrmer  visit  to  Leon.  Three  years  had  now 
elapsed  since  the  day  appointed  for  tbe  payment, 
and  iii  the  nuean  time  the  price  had  gone  on  daily 
doubling,  According  to  stipulation. 

They  parted  mutually  indignant;  and,  afler 
the  count  had  retired  to  hia  quarters,  the  king, 
piqued  to  maintain  his  royal  word,  summoned  hia 
major-domo,  and  ordered  bim  to  take  a  large 
amount  of  tre.^ure  and  carry  it  to  the  Count  of 
Castile  in  payment  of  \iU  demand.  So  the 
major-domo  repaired  to  the  count  with  a  great 
sack  of  money  to  settle  with  him  for  the  horse 
and  hawk ;  but  when  be  came  to  cast  up  the  bc- 
counl,  and  double  it  each  day  thitt  hud  intervened 
since  the  appointed  day  of  payment,  the  niajor- 
domo,  though  an  expert  man  at  figures,  waa 
totally  confounded,  and,  returning  to  tbe  king, 
assured  him   that   all   the  money  in   the  world 
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would  not  suffice  to  pny  the  i!ebt.  King  Ssncho 
was  lulolly  nl  a  loss  liavv  lo  keep  his  word,  aud 
pay  off  a  debt  which  was  more  than  enough  to 
ruin  him.  Grievously  did  he  repent  his  iirsi 
experience  in  traffic,  and  fouud  that  il  is  not  safe 
even  for  n  monarch  lo  trade  in  horses. 

In  the  mean  time  the  count  was  sufiered  to 
retorn  to  Castile ;  but  he  did  not  let  the  matter 
real  here  ;  for,  being  sorely  incensed  at  the  in- 
dignilies  he  had  experienced,  he  sent  missiveB  to 
King  Sancho,  urging  his  demonil  of  payment  for 
the  horse  or  falcon  —  menacing  otherwise  (o 
make  seizures  by  way  of  iiidemiiificaliou.  Re- 
odving  no  satisfactory  reply,  he  made  a  foray 
into  the  kingdom  of  Leon,  and  brought  off  greiit 
spoil  of  sheep  and  cattle. 

King  Sancho  now  ^aw  that  the  count  was  ton 
bold  and  ui^nt  a  creditor  to  be  trilled  with.  In 
hie  perplexity  he  assembled  the  cstiites  of  his  king- 
dom, and  consulted  them  upon  this  moraenloua 
affiur.  His  counselors,  like  himself,  were  griev- 
ously perplexed  between  tlio  sanctity  of  the  royal 
wonl  and  the  enormity  of  the  debt.  After  much 
deliberation  they  suggested  n  compromise — the 
Connl  Fernan  Gonzalez  to  relinquish  the  debt, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  be  relcused  from  his  vassal- 
age. 

The  count  agreed  riglit  gladly  to  thisi  compro- 
mise, being  thus  relieved  from  all  tribute  and  impo- 
rition,  and  from  the  necessity  of  kissing  the  band 
of  any  man  in  the  world  as  his  sovereign.  Thus 
did  King  Sancho  pay  with    the  sovereignty  of 
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Castile  Tor  il  horse  and  falcon,  and  thus  were  the 
Cnstiliana  relieved,  by  a  skillful  bargain  in  horse- 
dealing,  from  all  fiubjecliou  to  the  kiDgdom  of 
Leon. ' 

>   Cromca  de  Abnio  e]  3«bio,  pt.  3,  c.  19. 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

The  Uut  Campaign  of  Count  Feroan.  —  His  DbbUi. 

IHE  gDod  Count  Fernan  Gonzalez  was 
V  well  stricken  in  years,  Tlie  fire 
I  of  youth  was  extinci,  the  pride  and  ara- 
bilion  of  manhood  were  over  ;  instead  of  erecting 
palaces  and  lofty  castles,  he  began  now  to  turn 
bis  thoDglits  upon  the  grave  and  to  build  hia  last 
e&rtbly  habilalion,  iLc  sepulchre. 

Before  erecting  his  own,  he  had  one  bnilt  of 
rich  and  eiately  workmanship  for  his  first  wife, 
the  object  of  his  early  love,  and  had  her  remains 
conveyed  to  it  and  interred  with  great  solemnity. 
His  own  sepulchre,  according  to  ancient  promiaej 
was  prepared  at  the  chapel  and  hermitHge  of  San 
Pedro  at  Arlanzn,  where  he  had  first  communed 
with  the  holy  Friar  Pelayo.  When  it  was  com- 
pleted, he  merely  inscribed  upon  it  the  word 
"  Obijt,"  leaving  the  rest  to  be  supplied  by  others 
after  his  death. 

When  the  Moors  perceived  that  Count  Feman 
Gonzalez,  once  so  redoubtable  in  arms,  was  old 
and  infirm,  and  given  to  bnild  tombs  instead  of 
caatles,  they  thought  it  a  favorable  time  to  make 
an  inroad  into  Castile.     They  passed  the  border, 
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iherefore,  in  great  Dumberd,  laying  averylhing 
wuBte  and  bearding  llic  old  lion  iu  his  very  den. 

The  veleraii  had  laid  by  8word  and  buckler, 
aod  had  almost  given  up  the  world ;  but  the  aouDd 
of  Moorish  drum  and  trumpet  called  him  back 
evea  from  the  thrositold  of  the  sepulchre.  Buck- 
ling on  once  more  hb  armor  and  beelridlug  his, 
war-steed,  he  aumnioDed  around  him  his  Castilian 
cavaliers,  seasoned  like  him  iu  a  tbousatid  battles, 
iind  accompanied  by  liia  son  Gurcia  Fernandez, 
who  iuheriCed  uU  the  valor  of  hia  father,  Issued 
forth  to  meut  the  foe ;  followed  by  the  shouts  and 
blessings  of  the  popukce,  who  joyed  to  see  him 
once  more  in  arms  aud  glowing  with  hts  ancienl 
are. 

The  Moors  weni  retiring  from  an  extenaive  rav- 
age, ladeti  with  booty  and  driving  before  them  uu 
immeusG  cavalgada,  when  they  descried  a  squadron 
of  oavaliers,  armod  all  in  steel,  emerging  from  a 
great  cloud  of  dust,  and  bearing  alot^  the  silver 
cross,  tile  well-known  stuudard  of  Couut  Feruaii 
Gonzalez.  That  veteran  warrior  came  on,  as  us- 
ual, leading  the  way,  sword  in  hand.  The  rery 
sight  of  his  standard  hiid  struck  dismay  into  the 
enemy ;  they  aoou  gave  way  before  one  of  his 
vigorous  charges,  uor  did  he  cease  to  pursue  them 
until  they  took  shelter  within  the  very  walla  of 
Cordova.  Here  he  wasted  the  aurrouoding  coun- 
try with  fire  and  sword,  aod  after  thus  braving  the 
Uoor  in  liia  very  capital,  returned  triumphant  to 
Burgos. 

"  Such,"  says  Fray  Antonio  Agapiila,  ■'  was  the 
lost  campaign  in  this  life  of  this  mu:4i   valorous 
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cavalier;"  UDd  now,  abandoning  all  furtlior  deeds 
of  morUl  enlerpriae  in  arins  lo  his  son  Garcia 
Feraaiidez,  Im  addressed  all  his  thoughts,  as  he 
laid,  to  prepare  for  his  campaign  in  the  skies. 
He  etill  talked  as  a  veteran  wai'ilor,  wiiose  whole 
life  had  been  pH93<:d  in  iirniH,  but  his  talk  was  not 
(if  earthly  warfare  uor  of  earthly  kingdoms.  He 
ipoke  uiily  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  what 
be  must  do  to  make  &  successful  inroad  and  gain 
Ml  eternal  inheritance  in  that  blessed  couolry. 

He  was  equally  indefatigable  in  preparing  for 
hiB  spiritual  as  for  his  muriul  Qtmpaign.  Instead, 
bowevur,  of  mailed  warriors  tramping  through  his 
conns,  and  the  shrill  neigh  of  steed  or  clang  of 
trumpet  echoing  among  their  walls,  there  were 
■eeti  holy  priests  and  bnrcfixit  monks  parsing  to 
and  fro,  and  the  halb  resouMded  with  the  sacred 
melody  of  litany  and  psalm.  So  pleased  was 
Heaven  with  the  good  works  of  tJib  pious  cava- 
lier, and  especially  with  rich  donations  lo  ehurches 
and  monasteries  which  lie  made  under  the  guid- 
ance of  his  spiritual  counselors,  that  we  am  told 
it  was  given  to  him  to  foresee  in  vision  the  day 
and  hour  when  he  should  pass  from  this  weary 
life  tuid  enter  the  mansions  ol'  eternal  re.tl. 

Knowing  that  the  lime  approached,  he  prepared 
for  his  end  like  a  good  Christian.  He  wrote  to 
lite  kings  of  Leon  and  Navarre  in  terms  of  great 
humility,  craving  their  pardon  for  all  past  injuries 
aw]  oSenses,  and  entreating  them,  for  the  good  of 
Christendom,  lo  live  in  peace  and  amity,  and  make 
for  the  defense  of  the  faith. 

Tea  days  before  the  time  which  Heaveo  had 
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I  far  bis  dntk  he  BU  W  the 
die  dwiirl  Bod  coaTcnt  of  AtlMtM,  aad 
Us  aeed  kneet  before  hn,  coafeMed  >B  him 
TU*  dorae,  u  ia  (oriBer  tine*  fae  bed 
ilate  aod  cereeaMij  in   bii  woridl; 
now  be  lurnDged  bis  bat  txraSgidm  I 
He  prvjed   Ibe  abbot  lo  retDm  hi  U 
and  bave  his  sepaldire  pvcfMred  far 
and  Uwi  tbe  abbots  of  St.  ~  ' 
Qairce.  with  a  traiu  ofbolj  tn^%,  ai 
the  appointed  da^  for  his  bodj ;  Ibet 

iided  his  soal  to  Hearan  tkrm^ 
of  bid  coDfessor,  he  might,  ibroDgh 
these  pioos  tneo,  resign  his  body  to 

When  the  abbot  had  departed,  ibe 
nred  ta  be  left  alone;  and  clothing 
a  coarse  friar's  garb,  he  remained  in  fervent  prajcr 
for  the  forgiveness  of  his  sins.  As  be  bad  been  ■ 
valiant  captain  all  his  life  against  tbe  enemies  of  tbe 
faith,  so  was  he  in  death  against  the  eiMmies  of  lbs 
souL  He  died  in  the  foil  command  of  all  his  bcul- 
ties,  mnking  no  groans  nor  ooniortions,  btit  ren- 
dertng  Dp  his  spirit  with  the  calmness  of  a  hcnne 

We  ar«  lold  that  when  be  died  mioes  were 
heard  from  beavun  in  testimony  of  his  sanolilj, 
while  the  tears  and  lamentations  of  all  Spain 
proved  how  mnch  he  was  valued  and  beloved  oa 
carlh.  His  remaius  were  conveyed,  according  to 
his  request,  lo  the  mooaslery  of  St.  Pedro  de  Ar- 
lanza  by  a  procession  of  holy  friiirs  with  solemn 
chant  and  dirge.  In  the  church  of  that  convent 
they  etin  repose;   and  two  paintings  are  lo  be 
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wen  in  the  convent,  —  one  representing  ihe  couat 
valiontly  fighting  with  the  Moors,  the  other  con- 
sersing  with  St.  Pelayo  and  Si.  Millan,  as  tbey 
appeared  Ui  him  iu  vision  before  the  hattle  of 
Huzinas. 

Tlje  cross  which  he  used  as  his  standard  is 
Mill  treasured  up  in  the  sacristy  of  the  convenL 
It  is  of  massive  silver,  two  ells  in  length,  with 
OUT  Snviour  sculptured  upon  it,  nud  ahove  the 
head,  in  Gothic  letters,  I.  N.  R.  1.  Below  is 
Adum  HWsking  from  the  grave,  wiih  the  words  of 
St  Paul,  "  Awake,  (hou  who  eleepest.  and  arise 
from  Ihe  tomb,  for  Christ  shall  give  llice  life." 

This  holy  cross  still  has  t!ie  form  at  the  lower 
end  by  wliich  the  standard- bearer  rested  it  iu  the 
pommel  of  his  saddle. 

"  Inesli triable,"  adds  Fray  Antonio  Agapida, 
"  &re  the  relics  and  remains  of  suinLs  and  sainted 
warriors."  In  after  times,  when  Fernando  the 
Third,  surnamed  the  Saint,  went  to  the  conquest 
of  Seville,  he  look  with  him  a  boue  of  this 
thrice-blessed  and  utterly  renowned  cavalier,  to- 
gether with  bis  sword  and  pennon,  hoping  through 
Iheir  eflioacy  to  succeed  in  his  enterprise,  —  nor 
was  fae  disappointed  ;  but  what  is  marvelous  to 
he&r,  but  which  we  have  on  the  authority  of  the 
good  Bishop  Sandoval,  on  the  day  on  which  King 
Fernando  the  Saint  entered  Seville  in  triumph, 
great  blows  were  heard  to  resound  within  the 
aepukhru  of  the  count  at  Arlanza,  as  if  veritably 
his  bones  which  remained  behind  exulted  iu  the 
^m  victory  gained  by  those  whicli  bad  been  carried  to 
^H     the  wars.      Thus  were  marvelously  fulfilled  the 
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words  of   the   holy  psalm,  — "  Ezaltabant   ossa 
humilitata."  i 

Here  ends  the  chrooicle  of  the  most  valorous 
and  renowned  Don  Fernan  Gonzalez,  Count  of 
Castile.     Lous  Deo, 

1  Sandoval,  p.  834. 
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CHAPTEB    I. 

Tb*  FureoUge  of  FnnandD. —  Qho  BncngMla.  —  Tba 
IdiM.  — Don  Atnr  coBceib  the  Dulhaf  Kins  Iteaij.— 
UaaJBa  at  Qoeea  B(ra«B*b  to  AUotaa  II.  —  Sbe  n- 
■oanaalbc  Crown  oT  Cudle  in  hnir  of  bo  Kin  ffnuodo. 

pilBNAXDO   IIl^  EonunKd   the  SuIl^ 
soQ   of  Alfonso  III.   King  of 

I  Leou.  and  of  Bermguela,  k  prinoew  of 

CiuUe;  bat  ibere  were  tome  particnUn  CMMern- 
ing  his  pweoUige  irlucfa  it  ie  aectmarj  dearij  to 
Mate  beTcTO  entering  npoo  tii«  pereonal  bistorj. 

AUbtao  m.  of  Leoo,  and  Alfimso  IX.  King 
of  Cbatile,  were  coonos,  bnt  there  were  daen- 
noM  between  tfaeot.  Tbe  King  of  Leon,  to 
«tt«aglbcn  hiiBieli^  nHfried  h>*  eoann,  the  Prin- 
MM  tberan,  dui^ter  of  hit  DDde,  tbe  King  of 
PortD^  Bj  h^  he  had  two  dughten.  Tbe 
■Bulled  bj  Fofe  Celeatioe  tU.  oo 
Aoftl 

t,lherwcr 

1  ■ader  ■■  iateidief.  This  prodocad 
•■  unwiHn^  MfMMiaa  in  1195.  Alfinao  III. 
Hi  mtioBg  RBBkt  M^e.     Fnah  aSmtmmm 
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dence  and  wisdom,  aii<)  a  rewlule  and  tDAgiiani- 
moas  epiriL 

At  this  time  the  home  of  Lara  had  ri.aen  lo 
great  po^re^-  Tbere  were  three  brothers  of  Ihai 
tiirbutoil  and  haughi;  race.  Don  Alvar  Nuiles, 
DoD  Penuin  Nufiet,  and  Dod  GoDzalo  NuBea. 
The  Lmtms  had  caused  great  trouble  io  the  kiag- 
dom  duHog  the  minoritj  of  Prince  Hi.-nry't 
father,  bj  Hrn^ting  to  themselves  tbe  regencj' ; 
and  iliey  uow  aKempled,  in  like  manuer.  to  ^ 
tbe  gaonliniL'hip  of  the  son,  deciaring  it  an  office 
loo  important  and  difficult  to  be  inlrustcd  to  a 
womati.  Having  a  powerful  and  unpriiidpled 
party  among  the  ooUes,  and  UHiDg  great  bribery 
atOMig  peraons  in  whom  Berenguela  MinGded, 
thej  tmrried  iheir  poioi;  and  the  rirlpous  Ber- 
enguela,  to  prevent  civil  oammolions,  reai^ied  tbe 
regeocjr  into  tbe  haada  of  Don  Alrar  Nnfiea  de 
Iatk.  tbe  heftd  of  that  ambittw*  bouee^  FirM. 
bowerer,  site  made  bim  kneel  and  swear  lliat  he 
would  conddct  himself  toward  the  foutiirul  king, 
Enrique,  ss  a  ^lorough  friend  and  a  lojal  vassal. 
guarding  bis  person  from  all  barm  ;  that  lie  would 
napect  the  frvpeny  of  individuals,  and  u(ul«ttiike 
BOlbing  of  imporlaDee  without  the  ooun^l  and 
eoMMit  of  Queen  Berengoela.  Funbermore. 
Hal  be  would  guaid  aad  respect  the  bvre>ditat7 
poaacsciooa  of  Queen  Berengoela,  left  to  her  hf 
her  lather,  and  would  elwajs  eerve  ber  as  hii 
aoTereign,  the  daughter  of  bis  d«ce&wd  king. 
AU  this  Duo  Alvar  NuSei  aolemnlj  siron:  upoa 
die  ancred  enm^ellata  and  (Le  holji  ctobs. 

No  aouncT,  however,  had   be  got  llie   voimg 
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king  ti)  Ilia  power,  Ihait  tie  showed  the  ambiliun, 
rapncily,  and  nrrogwnce  of  his  nature.  He  pre- 
Tsiled  upon  ihc  young  king  lu  make  him  a  couut ; 
he  induced  him  to  hold  corlen  without  the  pres- 
ence of  Queen  Berengiielai  issuing  edicts  in  the 
king's  name,  he  bnoisbed  refrnctory  nobles,  giv- 
ing their  offices  nnd  lands  to  his  brothers ;  lie 
levied  esBclions  on  ricli  and  poor,  and,  nhat  is 
still  more  Hiigranl,  he  extended  these  oxnclions 
lo  ihe  Church.  In  vain  did  Queen  Berenguela 
remonstrate ;  in  vain  did  the  Duan  of  Toledo 
thunder  forth  an  escommuuication ;  be  scwffed 
in  llie  king's  uarue  he  persuaded 
II  lower  of  strength.  Ho  even 
3  Queen  Berenguela  in  the  name 
jDg,  demanding  of  her  the  caetlea, 
I,  and  porta  which  had  been  left  to  her  by 
her  fallit-r.  The  queen  was  deeply  grieved  at 
Ibis  letter,  and  sent  n  reply  lo  the  king  that, 
when  aiie  saw  him  faee  lo  fane,  she  would  do 
with  those  possessions  whatever  he  should  com- 
niand,  as  her  brother  and  sovereign. 

On  receiving  this  raescsge,  the  young  king 
was  shocked  and  distressed  that  euch  a  dcinniid 
ithouhl  have  been  made  in  hi^  name;  but  he  was 
young  and  iiieiperienced,  and  could  uot  openly 
contend  with  n  man  of  Don  Alvar's  overbearing 
character.  He  wrote  secretly  lo  the  queen, 
however,  assuring  her  that  the  demand  had  been 
made  without  his  knowledge,  and  saying  how 
gladly  he  would  come  lo  her  if  be  could,  and  be 
relieved  from  the  thraldom  of  Don  Alvar. 

In  ibis  way  the  unfortunate  prince  was  made 


t  them  hoili,  for 
himself  ho  had  : 
sent  a  letter   t 
of  the  young  k 
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an  iiutnnneni  ia  ibe  faandi  of  this  hMigfa^  and 
wiufust  noblfiin  of  inflicCiiu  all  hiiiHtf  tJ[ 
wmoga  and  injoria  npoo  liia  Bobjeds.  IXw 
Alvar  floaManllj  kie)>l  him  wiifc  kim,  carrjTDg 
him  froa  place  ta  plaoe  of  Itia  dooiiiuoa*,  wlicj^ 
ever  liii  preKsce  waf  aeeaMary  to  t&A  aoae 
aew  nnwv  of  trraiuij.     Be  nm  endnvorad 


«■  uJmcucc  Ofcr  Ub,  bnt  in  lUa  he  ww  sBaMB- 
eaafoL 

Par  ihree  rean  had  be  awinlainBi  tiui  iBigni 
tooa  wnj,  uitil  one  dt^  m  1217,  whn  Ac 
joo^  fcisg  «M  wilk  hn  «t  PalewalB,  aad  «m 
fj^ruis  with  aoMe  jvarihfol  f-—]— jf— -  ia  ihe 
eovrt-f  aid  of  the  i^in;u|iil  palace,  a  lik^  ekfaa- 
UEng  frei«  the  rocf  of  a  tower,  «r  ipiirtiwJy 


L 

I  fata]  Uo««B  Oe  pawn-  tf  Dm 

nUa«  la  the  popalar  awni,  he  toa  lined  l» 
CDMoeal  the  dcalh  cf  tbe  long  aa  kng  aa  poasiU^ 
Md  9i*e  «■!  thai  he  had  vHokA  to  the  bnnm 
«r  l^neg^  aAilher  he  had  Ok  bod;  WHicyiid, 
a>  if  MiO  Eriig.  H<r  iiiialiBMiil  to  itm»  db- 
pafBha  frnn  tiaie  lo  tine  in   dK  Mane  J  tte 


AmmAcC  In  tbe  Ian  of  OaMale  ifae  vac  b 


^H     AeoMAie  In  tbe  1b> 
^B    MaaaM«,b«A 
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Iter  son  FfniftDdo,  who,  being  likewise  ackuowl- 
edgeil  successor  lo  the  crown  of  Leon,  would 
unile  Uie  Iwo  kingdoms  under  IiIh  rule.  To 
effect  her  purpose  she  availed  herself  of  [lie 
cunning  of  her  eneiu^,  kept  secret  her  knowl- 
edge of  the  death  uf  her  broliicr,  and  sent  ttto 
of  her  conUdcnlial  cnvaliers,  Don  Lope  Diaz  de 
Haro,  Senor  of  Diacaj',  and  Don  Gunzalo  Kuis 
Giron,  nnd  Don  Alonzo  Telle;  de  Menese?,  to 
her  late  husband,  Alfonso  IX.,  King  of  Leon, 
who,  with  her  !<on  Feniiiiido,  whs  iIicu  at  Tont, 
enu-ealiiig  him  lo  send  the  latter  to  her  to  pro- 
tect her  from  the  tjranny  of  E)on  Alvar.  The 
prudent  mother,  however,  forbore  to  let  King 
Alfonso  know  of  her  brother's  death,  lest  il 
might  awHkeii  in  faiin  ambitious  thoughts  aboat 
the  Castilian  crown. 

This  mission  being  sent,  she  departed  with  the 
cavaliers  of  lier  party  for  Palencia.  The  death 
of  the  King  Enrique  being  noised  about,  she  was 
honored  as  Queen  of  Castile,  and  Don  Tello, 
the  bishop,  came  forth  in  procession  to  receive 
her.  The  next  day  f^fae  proceeded  to  the  castle 
of  DueuiUJ,  and,  ou  its  making  some  show  of 
resistance,  took  it  by  Ibrce. 

The  cavaliert)  who  were  with  the  queen  en- 
deavored  lo  effect  a  reconciliation  between  her 
and  Don  Alvar,  seeing  that  the  latter  had  power- 
ful connections,  and  through  his  partisans  and 
retainers  held  posseEsion  of  the  principal  towns 
and  fbrlresaes ;  that  haughty  nobleman,  however, 
would  listen  to  no  propusab  unless  the  Prince 
Ftnmndo  whs  given  into  bis  guardianship,  as  bad 
been  the  Friuce  Enrique. 


CBROmCLF.    OF  FERNANDO    THE   SAINT.     407 

In  ihe  mean  time  the  request  of  Queen  Beren- 
gtivla  hml  been  graiileil  \)y  her  late  huebanil,  the 
King  of  L«on,  and  her  sou  FeriiHiiJo  hiisteDed 
lo  meet  her.  The  meeting  took  place  at  the 
castle  of  Olietla,  and  happy  was  tbe  anxions 
mother  ooee  more  to  embrace  her  son.  At  her 
cammand  the  cavaliers  iii  Iter  train  elevated  him 
on  the  trunk  of  an  elm-tree  for  a  tbroDc  and 
huled  him  king  with  great  acclumaiions. 

They  now  proceeded  to  ValUidolid,  which  at 
ttut  time  was  a  great  and  wealthy  town.  Here 
lliB  oobility  and  chiralry  of  Estremadars  sod 
oUier  parts  hael«ned  to  paj  homage  to  the  qoeen. 
A  stage  was  erected  in  the  market-place,  wbcn 
tbe  assembled  states  acknowledged  her  Tor  queen 
aod  swore  fealty  to  her.  She  immediately,  in 
[ireeence  of  ber  nobles,  prelates,  and  people,  tk- 
■manced  the  crown  in  (avor  of  her  son.  Tbe  air 
wig  with  tbe  sboutw  of  "  Lung  live  FernADdo, 
King  of  CrsuIc  '. "  Tbe  bishops  and  clergy  tbeo 
oonducled  (lie  king  in  stale  to  tbe  cbiireU.  Tbi* 
was  oD  die  31«  of  Angu^l,  1217.  and  about  Ibree 
iiHwtli*  from  the  de^th  of  King  Euriqoe. 

F«mM>do  was   at   Uus    t' 
yean  of  age,  an  arvtmifllM 


i 


CHAPTER    II. 


S*^^!N(;  ALFONSO  of  Leon  was  exoeed- 
«S  flJ?Ml  iiigly  ejcaapernled  at  the  furtive  manner 
p.ttXM|  i„  iviiich  lii»  soil  Fenianilo  had  lef\  him, 
without  inforniing  bim  of  Kiug  Henrj's  denlb. 
He  considered,  and  perhaps  with  reasoii,  the 
transfer  of  the  crown  of  Castile  by  Berenguela 
to  her  sou,  aa  a.  mnnteuvre  to  evade  any  rights 
or  claims  which  he,  King  Alfonso,  miglit  liave 
over  her,  iiotwilhainuding  iheir  divorce ;  and  he 
believed  that  both  mother  and  son  bad  conspired 
lo  deceive  and  outwit  him  ;  and.  wbal  whs  espe- 
cially provoking,  ihcy  had  aucceedetl.  It  was 
natural  for  King  AUbnso  to  have  become  by  this 
time  exceedingly  irritable  and  aenaitive  ;  he  lind 
been  repeatedly  thwarted  in  hie  dearei^t  eoucems; 
excommunicated  out  of  two  wives  by  the  PopBi 
and  now,  as  he  conceived,  cajoled  out  of  a  king- 
In  his  wrath  ho  flew  to  arms,  —  a  prompt  and 
customary  rec()urse  of  kings  in  iliose  days  when 
(hey  had  no  will  lo  consult  but  iheir  owu  ;  e 
notwithstanding    the  earnest   expoalulaiioiis  « 


Ru  army,  : 
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ol'  holy  men,  he  enlerud  Cnslilfi  with 
ivuging  Ihe  legilimale  inheritance  of 
if  it  had  been  the  lerrilory  of  an 
enemy.  He  was  seconded  in  his  oiiiragea  by 
Count  Alviir  Nunez  de  Lnra  and  his  two  belli- 
cose brothere.  who  hoped  alill  to  retain  power  by 
rallying  under  his  standar:!. 

There  were  nt  this  time  full  two  thousand 
cavaliers  with  the  youthful  king,  resohile  men, 
well  armed  and  well  appointed,  and  llicy  nrged 
him  to  lead  them  against  the  King  of  Leon. 
Queen  Berenguela,  however,  interposed  and  de- 
clared her  son  should  never  be  guilty  of  the  im- 
piety of  taking  up  arms  against  his  father.  By 
her  advice  King  Fernando  sent  an  embassy  to 
his  father,  expostulating  with  him,  and  telling 
him  that  he  ought  to  be  thankful  to  God  that 
Castile  was  in  the  hands  of  a  son  di.iposed  at  all 
times  to  honor  and  defend  him,  instead  of  a 
stranger  who  might  prove  ti  dangerous  foe 

King  Alfonso,  however,  wns  not  ao  lo  be  ap- 
peased. By  the  ambassadors  he  sent  proposals 
to  Queen  Berenguela  that  they  reenter  into  wed- 
lock, for  which  he  would  procure  a  dispenaniion 
from  the  Pope ;  they  would  then  be  jointly 
sovereigns  of  both  Castile  and  Leon,  and  thi> 
Prince  Fernando,  thdr  son,  should  inherit  both 
crowns.  But  the  virtuous  Berenguela  recoiled 
from  this  propositi  uf  a  second  nuptials.  "  God 
forbid,"  replied  she.  "that  I  should  return  lo  n 
sinful  marriage ;  acid  as  to  the  crown  of  Castile, 
V  belongs  to  my  son.  lo  whom  I  have  given 
it  with  the  sanction  of  God  anil  the  good  nien 
of  this  realm.'' 
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King  Allonso  waa  more  enraged  than  ever  by 
tbls  reply,  and,  Leiog  iociled  and  aided  by  Count 
Alvar  iind  Lis  rEictJuii,  he  resiimcd  his  ravages, 
laying  wiislo  (he  country  and  burning  (be  vil- 
lages. He  would  have  adacked  Duenas,  but 
found  that  pince  strongly  garrisoned  by  Diego 
Lopez  lie  Haro  and  Ruy  Diaz  de  los  Camerua ; 
he  nest  marched  upon  Burgos,  but  (hut  place 
wftB  equally  well  garrisoned  by  Lope  Diei  de 
Faro  and  other  s(oul  Casliliau  cavaliers  j  so  per- 
ceiving his  sou  to  be  more  Srtnly  seated  upon  (he 
throne  than  be  bad  imagined,  and  that  all  his 
owu  menaces  aud  ravages  were  unavailing,  he 
returned  deeply  chagrined  to  his  kingdom. 

King  Fernando,  in  obedience  to  the  dictates 
of  his  mother  as  well  as  of  his  own  heart,  ab- 
stained fixim  any  acts  of  retalintion  on  iiis  father ; 
but  he  turned  his  arms  against  Mufion  nud 
Lerma  and  Laro,  snd  other  places  which  either 
belonged  lo,  or  held  out  for,  Count  Alvar,  and, 
having  subdued  them,  proceeded  lo  Burgos,  the 
capil&l  of  his  kiagiloin,  where  he  was  received 
by  the  hishop  and  clergy  wi(h  great  solemnity, 
and  whither  the  nohles  and  chivalry  from  all 
parts  of  Castile  haslciiud  to  rally  round  bis 
throne.  The  turbulent  Count  Alvar  Nunes  de 
Lara  and  his  brothers  retaining  other  fortreaaea 
loo  strong  to  be  easily  taken,  refused  all  alle- 
giance, and  made  ravaging  eiEcursions  over  tbe 
country.  The  prudent  and  provident  Bereo- 
guela,  therefore,  while  at  Burgos,  seeing  that  the 
troubles  tiiid  rontentious  of  tlie  kingdom  nrould 
cause  grenl  expeiiKe  iind  prevent  much  revenne, 
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gathered  together  nil  her  juwels  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver mid  precious  alonea,  and  all  her  plate  aiid 
rioh  EilkB,  aud  other  precious  ihiitgs,  and  causud 
them  to  be  sold,  and  gave  Ihc  inuney  to  her  sou 
to  defray  the  cost  of  these  cWil  wars. 

King  Fernando  and  his  mother  departed  shortly 
afterwnrds  for  Palendn  ;  oti  Ilieir  wuy  lliey  had 
to  pass  by  Herrera,  which  at  that  time  was  the 
stronghold  of  Couut  Alvar.  When  the  king  came 
in  sight.  Count  Fenian  Nunez,  wiih  his  baltalionB, 
wu  OD  the  banks  of  the  river,  but  drew  within 
the  walls.  As  the  king  had  to  pass  close  by  with 
bis  retinae,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  be  pui  in  good 
order  and  gnve  it  in  ciiargo  lo  Alouzo  IV-liez  and 
Suer  Tellez  and  Alvar  Ruyz  (o  protect  ilie  flanks. 

As  the  royal  troops  drew  near.  Count  Alvar, 
leaving  his  people  in  the  town,  sallied  forth  with 
a  few  cavaliers  to  regard  the  arrny  ns  it  passed. 
Affecting  great  contempt  for  the  youthful  king 
and  his  raivaliers,  he  stood  drawn  np  on  a  rising 
groand  with  his  attendants,  looking  down  upon 
the  troop)!  with  scornful  aspect,  and  rejecting  all 
advice  to  retire  into  the  town. 

As  the  king  and  his  immediate  eecort  came 
uigli,  Ibeir  iitieniion  was  attracIeU  to  this  Hltle 
body  of  proud  warriors  drawn  up  upon  a  bank  and 
regarding  them  so  lofiily  ;  and  Alouzo  Tellez  and 
Saer  Teltez  looking  more  closely,  recognized  Don 
Alvar,  and  putting  spurs  to  their  horses,  dashed  up 
the  bank,  followed  by  several  cavaliers.  Don  Alvar 
repented  of  his  vniu  confidence  too  Iiile,  and  seeing 
great  numbers  urging  toward  him,  tunied  bts 
B  and   retntated   toward   the    town.      Still   his 
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elatnacb  was  too  high  for  abaolule  flight,  aud  the 
otheni,  who  spurred  after  him  nt  full  iipeed,  over- 
took Viim.  Thrawing  himself  from  his  horae,  he 
covered  himself  with  his  shield  and  prepared  for 
defense.  Alonzo  Teller,  however,  called  to  his 
men  not  to  kill  the  count,  but  to  take  him  prisoner. 
He  WHS  accordingljr  captured,  with  several  of  hie 
followers,  and  borne  off  to  the  king  and  qiieen- 
Tlie  count  had  everything  to  apprehend  from  their 
vengeance  for  his  misdeeds.  Thej  used  no 
pei-sonal  hnrshnea)!.  however,  hut  demanded  from 
him  that  t)e  should  surrender  all  the  castles  and 
strong  places  held  bj  the  retainers  and  partisans 
of  hie  brothers  and  himself,  that  he  stiould  furnish 
one  hundred  horsemen  to  aid  in  their  recovery, 
find  should  remaiD  a  prisoner  until  those  places 
were  all  in  the  possession  of  the  crown. 

Captivity  broke  the  haughty  spirit  of  Don 
Alvar.  He  agreed  to  those  conditions,  and  until 
tliey  should  be  fulfilled  was  consigned  to  the 
charge  of  Gonsalvo  Ruyz  Giron,  and  con6ned  in 
the  castle  of  Valladolid.  The  places  were  dch 
livered  up  in  the  course  of  a  few  mouths,  and 
thus  King  Fernando  became  strongly  possessed  of 
his  kingdom. 

Stripped  of  power,  state,  and  passessions.  Count 
Alvar  and  his  brothers,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt 
to  rouse  the  King  of  Leon  to  another  campaigri 
against  his  son,  became  savage  and  desperate,  and 
made  predatory  excuraious,  pillaging  the  country, 
until  Count  Alvar  fell  mortally  ill  of  hydropsy. 
Struck  with  remorse  and  melancholy,  he  repaired 
to  Toro   and    entered  the    chivalrous    onier   of 
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Smitia^^  llinl  lie  might  gnin  tlie  iiitlulgODCtiil 
gmnted  by  liie  Pope  to  iIiobo  who  diu  iii  that 
order,  and  lioping,  says  an  ancient  chroiiioler,  to 
oblige  God,  ns  il  wej'e,  by  ibiit  religious  cereinony , 
lo  pardon  liis  sins.'  Hi^  illness  endured  seven 
months,  and  be  was  reduced  to  sueli  poverty  tliiit 
lit  bia  deiilh  there  was  not  money  enough  left  by 
him  to  uonvey  his  body  to  Ucks,  where  be  bad 
reqilealed  to  be  buried,  oor  to  pay  for  tapers  for 
his  futieral.  When  Queen  Berenguela  bean!  thit>, 
she  ordered  that  the  funera]  should  be  bonombly 
performed  at  her  own  expense,  aud  sent  tv  elolh 
of  gold  to  cover  the  bier.^ 

The  brother  of  Count  Alvar,  Don  Fenmndo, 
abiindoned  las  country  in  despair  and  went  to 
Binnx'co,  where  ho  was  well  received  by  the  mi- 
raniunioliu.  and  had  lands  and  revenues  assigned 
U>  him.  He  became  a  great  favorite  among  the 
Moors,  lo  whom  he  nsed  to  recount  his  deeds  in 
the  civil  wars  of  Castile.  At  length  be  fell 
dangerously  ill,  and  caused  himself  to  be  tnki-n 
Id  It  suburb  inhabited  by  Chria liana.  There 
happene*]  to  be  there  at  that  time  one  Don  Gun* 
:-alvo,  &  knight  of  the  order  of  the  Hospital  of 
St.  John  de  Acre,  nud  who  iiiid  Ijeeii  in  the  service 
of  Pope  Innocent  III.  Don  Fernando,  finding 
his  end  approaching,  entreated  of  the  knight  bis 
religions  habit,  that  be  miglit  die  in  it.  tiis  re- 
quest was  granleil,  and  thus  Count  FeniHQdodied 
in  tbe  Iwbit  of  u  Knight  Hospilaliere  of  Sl  John 
de  Acre,  in  Elbora,  a  suburb  uf  SCarocoo.     His 

>  CnrnUa  Goliat,  per  Don  AIddio  Nufiei  dc  Cutro.  p.  IT. 
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bodj  was  afterwards  broiiglit  to  Spain,  and  in- 
terred in  s  town  on  the  banks  of  (he  Pisuerga,  in 
which  repose  likewise  tbe  remoios  of  his  wife  uid 
children. 

The  Count  Gonsalvo  NiiHez  de  Lara,  the  third 
of  these  brothers,  also  took  refuge  Among  the 
Moor?.  He  was  seized  with  violent  disease  in 
the  city  of  Bnezs,  where  he  died.  His  body  was 
conreycd  to  Cnmpos  n  Zntmo?,  which  appertained 
to  the  Friarn  of  the  Temple,  where  the  holy 
Iraterntty  gave  ii  the  rita<>  of  sepulture  with  hII 
due  honor.  Snch  was  the  end  of  these  three 
brothers  of  the  once  proud  and  powerTuI  house 
of  Lani,  whose  disloyal  deeds  had  harassed  their 
CDiintry  and  brought  mia  upon  Ihemaelveo. 


CBAPTEB  111. 

—Us  KfituBud.  King  -"-—  '-■---  ■'-  "ffi 
T^ial  af  Cng  FarasBdo.  —  Tlify  nurak  to  Jmb.—  9m»- 
bB«(fbeTi>m.  — fenunda  onoHn  flu  BiiniTMH  rf 


NG  FEBXAXDO.  ^ded  bj   tbe  e^e 

I  goookIb  of  ^  noUier,  reigned  lor  nnwr 

'    e  in  pCMC  ni  qnetaeca.  — 'iT'"Tltr 

■^  his  ttSura  with  eqviif  K»d  jiHiioe.  Tbe 
geod  Qneea  BemngoeU  amr  begati  W>  cwt  mkstf 
her  ej«8  in  aeareb  of  »  nntnUe  allinnee  ibr  iter 
Mm.  and  bad  maaj  caBBoltalioas  willi  tlie  BislMp 
Ibaiiee  of  Borgcie,  asd  olikcr  {1100115  '■■iM't'ii, 
thereapoo.  Tbcf  at  Icnglh  a^rvoi  VJton  tbt 
Prinocn  BttOrix.  dangler  uf  tbe  Inie  Philip. 
Emperv  of  Gennwiy.  mid  iLe  Bislii^p  MB.ariee 
■ltd  Padr«  Fmv  Pedrc  dt  Arlanza  were  Beut  af 
mvoyt  Ui  ihc  Etnperur  Frederid;  IL,  oneiD  of 
the  pnDceM,  to  tiegotiule  the  term^  An  antiDge- 
menl  was  Itapfnlj  eficcted.  nod  liit  priuoeM  set 
oBt  for  %miti.  In  pasfiing  tfaroogb  Frauce  Ae 
Wis  eonrteonsly  enbirUiiutid  at  Purif  Ly  King 
F1iiii|i,  wbo  made  hi?  ri(^  prceeulK,  On  the 
favders  itf  CtalUe  she  wae  met  at  Mtiuria  by  the 
Qneeo  Bemnguela.  wUli  a  great  train  of  pt«- 
ktcn.  Btookfi,  and  oneteK  oT  [Le  reUgioos  ordere. 
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and  of  tibbesBes  Rnd  nuns.  togeLlier  with  h  glori- 
ous trnin  of  cbivnlvj.  In  Ihis  state  she  was  con- 
dnntud  lo  Burgox,  where  the  king  and  nil  his 
court  Hime  forth  lo  receive  her.  and  Iheir  niiplials 
were  celebrated  with  great  pomp  and  rejoii^Ing. 

King  Fernando  lived  happily  with  his  fair 
Queen  Beatrix,  iind  his  kingdom  remained  in 
peacu  ;  but  by  degrees  he  became  impatient  of 
quiet,  and  anxious  to  make  war  upon  ihe  Moors. 
Perhaps  he  felt  called  upon  Id  mnke  some  eignal 
essay  in  arras  at  present,  having,  Ihe  day  before 
big  nuptiula,  been  armed  a  knight  in  the  mouas- 
tery  of  Las  lluelgos,  and  in  those  iron  days 
knighthood  was  not  a  mailer  of  mere  piirade  and 
ceremony,  but  called  for  acts  of  valor  and  proob 
of  stern  endurance. 

The  discreet  Bereugiiela  endeavored  to  dis- 
suade licr  son  I'rom  taking  the  Held,  considering 
him  not  of  sufficient  age.  In  all  things  else  be 
was  ever  obedient  lo  her  counsels,  and  even  to 
her  incltiiation?.  but  it  was  in  vain  that  she  endeav- 
ored to  persuade  liimfrom  making  war  upon  the 
infidels.  "  God,"  would  he  say,  "  had  put  into 
his  hands  Dot  niei'ely  a  sceptre  to  govern,  but  a 
Hword  lo  avenge  his  country." 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  good  cause,  moreover, 
add  the  Spanish  chroniclers,  that  while  the  queen- 
mother  was  endeavoring  lo  ihroiv  u  damper  on. 
the  kindling  lire  of  her  son,  a  worthy  prelate  woe 
at  hand  to  stir  it  up  into  a  blaze.  Tbia  wnn  the 
illustrious  historian  Rodrtgo,  Archbishop  of  To- 
ledo, who  now  preached  a  crusade  ngninst  ibe 
Moors,    promising    like    indulgences    with    those 
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gnuiled  Ui  ibe  wwniam  kr  tbe  Bcdj  Se^nkbrr. 

Tbe    cofKciqiKBee   vie   a   S'^esl    asca^bge    J 
tnmpa  &«n  sD  parts  >l  Tolcdtx 

King  FrriMa^n  was  pfcvcaMd  br  a  iHe  &«■ 
taUng  tbe  StU  m  penoa,  tat  *«al  in  wdtwaet  , 
Don  Lope  IKu  de  S»n>  and  lUj  Gaaaabv  4c 
GiroD  and  Aioaaa  TeOex  ^  Hcmmo,  witk  five 
Imndred  cavalien  wdl  anoed  and  mmnted.  IV 
verj  eigbt  of  ibem  tSteud  a  oonqMSt  over 
Abea  Mohamed,  the  Uooriab  kii^  of  Baeca,  mao- 
amA  that  he  sent  an  tmtmmj  to  Kit^  Feraaado, 
decUring  himself  his  raauL 

When  KiDg  Femuida  aflcriratds  tool  the 
field,  he  was  joined  bv  this  Uoorish  ally  at  tba 
Navas  or  plains  of  Toloea ;  who  nas  in  coropan  j 
with  hini  wheu  the  kiog  marched  to  Jaen,  to  the 
foot  of  a.  toner,  and  set  fire  to  it,  whereupon 
those  Moors  who  remained  in  the  tower  were 
burned  lo  deatb,  and  tbow  who  leap»l  from  the 
walls  were  received  on  tbe  points  of  Ihuccs. 

NoIwilhstODditig  the  burn  [-offering  uf  this 
tower,  nesven  did  not  einile  upon  the  atleropl  of 
King  Fernando  to  reduce  the  city  of  Jaen.  He 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  sit'ge,  Liit  consoled 
himself  by  laying  waste  tlie  coimlry.  He  was 
moro  successful  elsewliure.  He  i-arried  tbe  strong 
town  of  Priego  by  assault,  and  gave  the  garrison 
their  lives  on  condition  of  yielding  up  all  their 
property,  and  paying,  moreover,  eiglily  thousnud 
maravedis  of  silver.  For  the  paymenl  uf  this 
sum  they  were  obliged  to  give  as  hostages  fifly- 
five  damsels  of  great  beauty,  snd  fifty  cavaliers 
of    rank,  besides    nine  hundred  of  the  coimnon 
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pkiople.  Tlie  king  divided  his  hoatagea  among  bis 
bravest  cnviiliera  and  ihe  religious  orders;  but 
bie  vassftl,  llie  Moorish  king  of  Baezn,  obtaiued 
the  chnrgo  of  ihe  Moorish  damsels. 
,  The  kiug  then  attacked  Loica,  aud  his  men 
scaled  the  walls  and  burnt  the  gates,  and  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  place.  He  ilieri  led 
his  army  into  the  Vega  of  GranadfL,  the  iuliHbi- 
lantB  of  which  eubmitted  to  become  his  vnssals, 
and  gave  up  all  the  Christian  captives  in  that 
city,  amouDting  to  IhirteL'n  hundred. 

Abeii  Mohamed,  king  of  Baezn,  then  delivered 
to  KiDg  Feruando  the  towers  of  Martos  and  An- 
dujar,  and  the  king  gave  them  to  Don  Alvar 
Perez  de  Castro,  aud  plnced  with  him  Don  Gron- 
mlo  Ybaiiez,  Master  of  Giilalrnva,  and  Tello 
AloDzo  Meueses,  son  of  Don  AI01120  Tt;llcK,  and 
other  Btout  cavaliers,  Gtted  to  maintain  frontier 
posts.  These  arrangemenla  being  made,  and 
having  ransacked  every  mountain  and  valley, 
and  taken  many  other  places  not  herein  specified, 
King  Fernando  returned  in  triumph  to  Toledo, 
where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  his  mother 
Berenguela  and  hia  wife  Beatrix. 

Clerical  historians  do  not  fail  (o  record  with 
inGnite  satisfaction  a  signal  instance  of  the  devout 
and  zealous  spirit  which  King  Fernando  had  de- 
rived froni  his  constant  communion  witli  the  rev- 
erend fathers  of  the  Church.  As  the  king  was 
one  day  walking  with  his  ghostly  adviser  the 
archbishop,  in  the  principal  church  of  Toledo, 
which  was  built  iu  the  Moresco  fashion,  liaving 
been  a   mosque  of  the   inOdela,   it  occurred,  or 
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more  probably  was  suggested  to  him,  that,  since 
God  had  aided  him  to  increase  his  kingdom,  and 
had  given  him  such  victories  over  the  enemies  of 
his  holy  faith,  it  became  him  to  rebuild  his  holy 
temple,  which  was  ancient  and  falling  to  decay, 
and  to  adorn  it  richly  with  the  spoils  taken  from 
the  Moors.  The  thought  was  promptly  carried 
into  effect.  The  king  and  the  archbishop  laid  the 
first  stone  with  great  solemnity,  and  in  the  fullness 
of  time  accomplished  that  mighty  cathedral  of 
Toledo,  which  remains  the  wonder  and  admiration 
of  afler  ages. 


Resd  cuneil  • 
-f  Sovillu.— Ailvm 
Abu1lal«   piircliu^ 


HHE  worthy  Fray  Antonio  Agnpidft  n- 

j  cords  variooa  otiier  victories  and  achiere- 

ta  of  Eiug  Fcrnnndo  in  a  sutMetioeDl 

campaign  against  the  Moors  of  Andali. 

«  of  which  his  camp  was  sbundanllj  sjpplied 
with  grain  by  liis  vassal  Aben  Mohamed,  (be 
Moorish  king  of  Baezo.  The  assistance  rendend 
bj  that  MoBlcm  monarch  to  tlie  Cbristtan  fbran 
ID  their  battles  against  those  of  his  own  race  and 
his  own  faith,  did  not  meet  with  the  reward  it 
merited.  "  Doubtless,"  snjs  Aotonio  Agapidii 
"  because  he  halted  half  waj  in  the  right  path, 
and  dill  not  turn  thorough  renegddo."  Il  ujipeaH 
that  his  friendship  for  the  Chrialians  gave  gRal 
disgust  to  hia  subjects,  and  soine  of  them  rnK 
upon  him,  while  he  was  sojourning  iu  the  city  of 
Cordova,  and  sought  to  destroy  him.  Aben  Mo- 
hnmed  fled  by  a  gate  leading  to  the  ganlena,  10 
take  shelter  in  the  lower  of  Almodovar ;  but  tbs 
assassins  overtook  him,  and  slew  him  on  a  hill 
near  the  tower.  They  then  col  off  hb  head  ml 
carried  it  as  a  present  to  Abullale,  the  Moorioli 
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king  uf  Seville,  expeuliiig  to  be  mtiriificenlly  re- 
warded; but  thut  inotiarcit  gtive  commaiKJ  that 
thtiir  heads  should  be  struck  oS'  and  iheir  bodies 
ibrown  to  the  dog^,  as  traitors  to  their  liege  lords.' 

Kiug  Feruando  was  grieved  wheti  he  heard 
of  the  assassiuation  of  bis  vaasol,  and  feared  the 
deaCli  of  Abeii  Mohamed  miglit  lead  to  a  rising 
of  the  Moors.  He  seut  notice  to  Atidujar.  lo 
Don  Alvar  Perez  de  Custro  and  Alouzo  Tellez 
de  Ueoeses,  to  be  on  their  guard ;  but  ihe  Moors, 
fearing  punbbinent  for  some  rebellious  movenieutii, 
abandoued  (he  town,  and  it  lell  into  the  bands  of 
the  king.  The  Moors  of  Marios  did  ibe  like. 
The  Alcazar  of  Baeza  yieldiid  also  lo  the  king, 
who  pkced  in  it  Dun  Lope  Diaz  de  llaro  with 
five  hundred  incD. 

Abiiliale.  the  Mi-orish  sovereign  of  Sfsvilli',  was 
alarmed  at  seeiug  the  advunces  which  the  Chris- 
lians  were  making  in  Ahdulusin  ;  and  attempted 
td  wrest  from  iheir  bands  these  newly  acquired 
places.  He  marched  ugioi)  Martoe,  which  was 
not  strongly  walled.  The  Counters  Duoa  Yrf  nia, 
wife  to  Don  Alvar  Perez  de  CasUo,  was  in  ilii^ 
place,  and  her  bushoud  was  absent  Don  Telli* 
Alonzo,  wiih  a  Spanish  force,  hastened  to  her 
assistance.  Finding  the  town  closely  invested, 
he  formed  his  men  into  a  troop,  and  endeavored 
to  cut  his  way  through  the  enemy.  A  rude  con- 
flict ensned.  the  cavaliers  fought  their  way  ibr- 
ward,  and  Christian  uiid  Moor  arrived  pell-mell 
at  the  gale  of  the  town.  Here  the  press  was  es- 
Fenian  Gomez  de  Pudiello,  »  sttiui  cav- 

1   Ci-«-  Gm.  rfe  LifntHa,  pt.  4,  fol.  373. 
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alier,  who  bore  the  pennon  of  Dop  Tello  Atonzo, 
WOB  elain,  and  the  snnic  Tale  woulil  have  befallen 
Don  Tello  liimself,  bul  tbal  a  compaaj'  of  esquires 
B&llied  from  the  town  to  his  rescue. 

King  Abullnle  now  encircled  the  town,  and  got 
postteaaioii  of  the  PeiiH,or  rock,  wliich  commands 
it.  killing  two  hundred  Chriatians  who  defeoded 
iu 

Provisione  began  to  fail  the  besieged,  and  the; 
were  reduced  to  siny  their  horses  for  food,  and 
even  to  eat  the  hidc^.  Don  Gonsalvo  YbaSez, 
master  of  Calalravo,  who  was  in  Baeza,  hearing 
of  the  extremity  of  the  place,  came  suddenly  with 
BBventj  men  and  effected  an  entrance.  The  atig- 
mentation  of  the  garrison  only  served  to  increase 
the  famine,  vrilkoul  being  sufficient  iu  force  to 
raise  the  siege.  At  length  word  was  brought  to 
Don  Alvar  Pei'ez  de  Crtslro,  who  was  with  the 
king  at  Guodalaxara,  of  the  immiaent  danger  to 
which  his  wife  was  exposed.  He  instantly  Mt 
off  for  her  relief,  accompiiiiied  by  several  cavaliers 
of  note,  and  a  strong  force.  They  succeeded  in 
getting  into  Uartos.  recovered  the  PeiiB,  or  rock, 
and  made  such  vigorous  defense  that  Abullale 
abandoned  the  siege  in  despair.  Id  the  following 
year  King  Fernando  led  his  host  to  take  revenge 
upon  this  Moorish  king  of  Seville  ;  hut  the  latter 
purchased  a  truce  for  cue  year  with  three  hundred 
maravedis  of  silver.' 


\ 


Vmo  Hail.  —  Abullsle  purchasos  inolher  Year'n  Tram.  — 
FcmanilD  hetn  of  tbe  Demh  of  bin  Father,  Ihe  King  of 
Leon,  while  preming  the  Siege  of  J*en.—  He  becomn 
Sovereign  nf  tbe  Two  Kingdoms  of  Loon  and  CaslilB. 

1B0UT  tliis  lime  a  valimit  sheili.  ntimod 
Al)en  Abdallar  Mohammed  ben  Hud, 
>iit  commonly  called  Abiin  Hut!,  whs 
efTBCiiog  n  grent  revolution  in  Moorisli  afikire. 
He  was  of  the  lineage  of  Aben  AlOiMge,  and 
bitlerly  opposed  <o  ihe  eect  of  Alinobn<le9,  who 
for  a  long  lime  had  exercised  a  lyntimical  sway. 
Stirring  up  the  Moors  of  Murcia  to  rise  upoD 
dieir  oppressors,  he  put  himself  m  their  head, 
massacreil  nil  the  Alinohadea  that  fell  into  liis 
hands,  and  made  him^lf  sheik  or  king  of  that 
region.  He  purified  (lie  mosques  wiih  water, 
after  the  maimer  in  which  Christians  purify  their 
churches,  as  though  they  had  been  defiled  by  the 
AJmohades.  Aben  Hud  acquired  a  name  among 
those  of  his  religion  for  justice  and  good  fnilh  as 
well  ILS  valor ;  and  afier  some  oppusitiou,  gained 
sway  over  all  Andalusia.  This  brought  him  !■ 
collbiun  with  King  Feniando    .  .   . 

^g*  (Something  is  wanting  here.)  ' 
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Ufing  wasie  fields  of  grain,  The  Moorish  sove- 
reign uf  Seville  purchasei]  uiolher  year's  truce  of 
him  fbi'  three  iiuudred  Chou^aDd  inaravedis  of  sil- 
ver. AbtTi  Hud,  on  tlie  other  band,  eolleuKd  a 
great  Ibrce  and  inarched  to  oppose  him,  but  did 
not  dure  to  give  him  battle,  lie  went,  therefore, 
upon  Merida,  and  fought  with  King  Alfonso  of 
Leon,  fatlier  of  King  Fernando,  where,  however, 
he  met  with  cmplete  diBeomfiture. 

On  the  following  year  King  Fernando  re- 
peated his  invasion  of  Andalusia,  and  was  press-  t 
ing  the  siege  of  the  city  of  Joen,  which  he 
asbailbd  by  means  of  engines  dixcharging  stonee, 
when  a  courier  arrived  in  all  speed  fram  his 
mother,  informing  him  that  his  father  Alfonso  | 
was  dead,  and  urging  him  lo  proceed  instantly  lo 
Leon,  lo  enforce  his  pretensions  to  the  crown. 
King  Feruaiidu  accordingly  raised  the  siege  of 
Jaen,  sending  hia  engines  to  Mai'tos,  and  repaired 
lo  Castile,  to  consult  with  hie  mother,  who  was 
his  counselor  on  all  occasions. 

It  appeared  that  in  his  last  will  King  Alfonso    - 
had  named  his  iwa  daughiets  joint  heirs  to  tha    , 

line  whicb  precede!!  thepmnlhesiFii'iidudra  page  33  of  tba 
muiiu<3^pl;  the  line  which  follows  il  hegins  pnge  M.  The 
iDtennsdJMe  page  is  wuiCitig.  I  prcsuma  Uie  sulbor  did  out 
beconiB  conscions  of  hia  loss  nnljl  he  hud  rtaorted  lo  hie  mMi- 
uscript  fur  revUion,  and  Hut  \e  cgiild  Dot  ilipeud  upon  lite 
memory  lo  auppl)'  whnl  wm  wanling  without  ■  fre»h  rouit 
tfi  ■aliiorilies  Dol  at  hand.  Hence  a  pontponement  and  nlli- 
male  omiMion.  Th»  DilMing  leaf  would  icaraihave  DIW  half  ] 
■  page  of  print,  and,  it  would  Hem  from  Ihe  r^n^IeII,  must 
hare  related  Ihe  Invasion  of  Andalusia  by  Fernando  and  llis 
ravaget  coinuiilled  ti)'  hit  itiiiies.  —  Eu. 


Some  of  I  be  LeonoBU  and  Gnllegos 
were  disposed  lo  place  the  Piince  Alonzo, 
brother  U>  Kiug  Fernando,  on  the  ibrone ;  but 
he  had  listened  to  the  commands  of  his  mother, 
and  had  resisted  all  suggeatiooa  of  the  kind ;  the 
larger  purt  of  the  kingdom,  iucluding  the  most 
important  cities,  had  declared  for  Fernando. 

Accompanied  by  his  mother,  King  Fernando 
proceeded  instantly  into  tht  kingdom  of  Leon 
with  a  powerful  force.  Wherever  ihey  went  the 
dlies  threw  open  their  gates  to  them.  The 
princesses  Donu  Srnicha  and  Donu  Duke,  with 
their  mother  Theresa,  would  have  a»«en)bled  a. 
force  to  oppose  them,  but  the  prelates  were  al) 
in  favor  of  King  Fernando.  On  his  approach 
to  Leon,  the  bishops  and  clergy  and  all  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  came  foi'th  lo  reeeive  him,  and 
conducted  him  to  the  cathedral,  where  he  re- 
ceived their  homage,  and  was  praclaimed  king, 
with  the  TV  Deums  of  the  choir  and  the  shouts 
of  the  people. 

Dona  Theresa,  who,  with  her  daughters,  was 
in  Galicio,  finding  the  kingdom  thus  disposed  of, 
*ent  lo  demand  provision  for  herself  and  the  two 
princesses,  who  in  fact  were  alep-sisters  of  King 
Ferniuido.  Queen  Berenguela,  though  she  bud 
some  reason  not  to  feel  kindly  disposed  towards 
Duiia  Tlieresa,  who  she  might  tliink  had  been 
exurcising  a  secret  influence  over  her  lale  hus- 
band, yet  suppressed  all  such  feelings,  and  under- 
took lo  repair  in  person  to  Galicia,  and  negotiate 
this  singular  family  question.  She  had  an  inter- 
view with  Queen  Theresa  at  Valencia  de  Merlio 
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iti  Galicin,  and  arranged  r  noble  dower  for  Iier, 
and  an  nnnuni  revenue  lo  each  af  her  ditughien' 
of  ihirty  iliousaiid  mnravedis  of  gold.  The  king 
then  Imd  a  meeting  with  his  BJeters  ftt  Benevenle, 
where  they  resigned  nil  pretensions  lo  the  throne. 
All  the  fortified  places  which  held  for  them  were 
given  up,  and  thus  Fernando  became  undisputed 
sovereign    of   ihe    two   kiogdoms  of   Castile  mi 


I 


CHAPTER  VI. 


csmpi  on  Ihe  Buiki  of  [he  fiuadnlelo.  —  Aben  Hud  niBrchM 
out  from  Xirez  and  gives  BaHlo.  —  Pmwes*  of  Garcii  Pere» 
de  VarijBs.  — Flight  and  Punuit  of  Ihe  Moon — MindB 
of  the  Blessed  Santiiigo- 

|lj'p«M|lNG  FERNANDO  IIL  having,  through 
Ktf^^  llie  sage  counsel  nnd  judicious  manage- 
E^EH  meat  of  hia  mother,  made  this  amicable 
arrangement  with  his  filep-sislers,  by  which  he 
gained  possession  of  their  inheritance,  now  found 
his  terriioriea  lo  extend  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  Guadalquivir,  nud  from  the 
borders  of  Portugal  to  those  of  Aragon  nnd  Va- 
lencia ;  and  in  addition  to  bis  titles  of  King  of 
Castile  and  Leon,  called  himself  King  of  Spain 
by  Beigniorial  right  Being  at  peace  with  all  his 
Christian  neighbors,  he  now  prepared  to  carry 
on  with  more  zeal  and  vigor  than  ever  his  holy 
Wats  against  the  infidels.  Whiie  making  a  pro- 
gress, however,  through  his  dominions,  adminis- 
tering justice,  he  sent  his  brother,  the  Prince 
AIoozo,  to  make  an  expedition  into  the  counlry 
of  the  Moors,  and  lo  attack  the  newly-risoH 
power  of  Aben  Hud. 

As  the  Prince  Alotizo  was  young  and  of  little 
experience,  the  king  sent  Don  Alvar  PeruK  de 
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Caslro,  the  CastilJaii,  with  him  as  caplnin,  I)e 
beiag  siouC  of  lieart,  stioDg  ol'  hand,  and  skilled 
in  war.  The  priuce  and  bis  captain  went  from 
Snlamauca  to  Toledo,  where  ihey  recruited  thfiir 
force  with  B.  troop  of  cavalry.  Thence  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Aodtuar,  where  Ihey  sent  out  corre- 
dores,  or  light  foraging  lroop.«,  who  laid  waste 
the  country,  plujideriug  and  destroying  and  briog- 
ing  off  great  boiily.  Thence  they  directed  their 
ravaging  L-uursc  toward  Cordova,  assaulted  and 
carried  Falina,  and  put  all  Its  inhabitHnts  to  the 
sword.  Folio  wing  the  fertile  valley  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  they  scoured  the  vicinity  of  Sev- 
ille, and  conlinned  onward  for  Xurez,  sweeping 
off  cattle  and  sheep  from  the  pasturL-s  of  Anda- 
lusia ;  driving  on  long  cavalgadas  of  hoi'ses  and 
mules  laden  with  spoil;  until  ibe  earth  shook 
with  the  irumpiiig  of  their  feet,  and  their  <»uree 
was  marked  by  i;louds  of  dust  and  the  smoke  of 
burning  villages. 

In  this  desolniiug  foray  they  were  joined  by 
two  hundred  horse  and  three  buudred  foot,  Moor- 
ish allies,  or  ratlier  vaAiils,  being  led  by  the  sou 
of  Aben  Mohamed,  ibe  king  of  Baeza. 

Arrived  within  sight  of  Xercz,  lliey  pitched 
their  teuls  on  the  banks  of  ihc  Guadalcte  — 
tliat  fatal  river,  sadly  renowned  in  the  annals  of 
Spain  for  the  overthrow  of  Bodurick  luid  the  per- 
dition of  the  khigdom. 

Here  a  good  watch  was  set  over  tbe  captured 
tJocks  and  herds  which  covered  the  adjacent 
meadows,  while  tbe  soldiers,  fatigued  with  ravnge, 
gave  themselves  up  to  repose  on  the  baoka  of 
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ihe  river,  or  indulged  in  feasting  and  revelry,  or 
gambled  willi  euch  other  for  iLeir  bootj. 

Ill  Che  menn  time  Aben  Hud,  huuring  of  this 
inroad,  sumTnotied  all  bis  chivalry  of  lite  sea- 
board of  Aiidaluaia  to  meet  liim  in  Xerez.  Tbe^ 
hastened  to  obey  liis  call ;  every  leader  spurred 
for  Xerez  with  his  band  of  vassals.  Tliither 
came  also  tbe  king  of  the  Azulee,  with  seven 
bnodred  horsemen,  Moors  of  Africa,  light,  vigor- 
ous and  active ;  and  the  city  was  full  of  troops, 

Tbe  camp  of  Don  Alonzo  had  a  formidable  ap- 
pearance at  a  distance,  froin  tbe  flocks  and  herds 
which  surrounded  it,  tbe  vast  number  of  sumpCer 
mules,  and  Llie  numerous  captives  ;  but  when  Aben 
Hud  came  to  reconnoitre  it,  he  found  that  its  ag- 
gregate force  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  five 
hundred  men  —  a  mere  handful  in  comparison  to 
his  army,  and  those  encnmbered  with  cattle  and 
booty.  He  anticipated,  therefore,  an  easy  victory. 
He  now  sallied  forth  from  the  city,  and  took  hb 
position  in  the  olive-Gelds  between  the  Christians 
nnd  the  city ;  while  llie  African  horsemen  were 
staiiotied  on  each  wing,  with  instructions  to  hem 
ill  the  Chriiitians  on  either  side,  for  ha  was  only 
apprehensive  of  their  escaping.  It  is  even  said 
tlml  be  ordered  great  quantities  of  cords  to  be 
brought  from  the  city,  and  osier  bands  to  be  made 
by  the  soldiery,  wherewith  to  bind  the  multitude 
of  prisoners  about  to  fall  into  their  hands.  His 
whole  force  be  divided  into  seven  battalions,  each 
containing  from  (ineeu  hundred  to  two  thousand 
cavalry.      Willi  liiese  he  prepared  to  give  battle. 

When  the  Christians  llius  saw  ati  overwhelming 
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force  ia  front,  cavalry  hovering  on  either  flank, 
ftnd  the  deep  witters  of  the  Guadalele  behind  ihem, 
thej  felt  the  perils  of  their  situaiion. 

lu  lliis  emergency  Alvar  Perez  lie  Castro 
showed  himself  the  able  captain  tliat  he  bad  been 
represented.  Though  uppareiitlj  deferring  to  (be 
prince  in  council,  he  virtually  look  iho  commatid, 
riding  among  the  troops  lightly  armed,  with  trun- 
cheon in  hand,  encouraging  every  one  by  word 
and  look  and  fearless  demeanor.  To  give  the 
most  formidable  appearance  to  their  little  host,  be 
ordered  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  foot-sol- 
diers should  mouut  upon  the  mules  and  beasta 
of  burden,  and  form  a  troop  to  be  kept  in  re- 
serve. Before  the  battle  lie  conferred  the  honor 
of  knighthood  on  Garcia  Fcrcz  de  Vargas,  a 
cavalier  destined  lo  gain  renown  for  hardy  deeds 
of  arms. 

When  the  troops  were  all  ready  for  the  field, 
the  prince  extorted  thetu  as  good  Christiaus  to 
confess  their  mis  and  obtain  absolution.  There 
was  a  goodly  number  of  priests  and  friars  with 
the  army,  as  there  generally  was  with  all  the 
plundering  expeditions  of  ihis  holy  war,  but  there 
were  not  enough  to  confess  all  the  army ;  tho^ 
therefore,  who  could  not  have  a  priest  or  monk 
for  the  purpose,  coutcssed  to  each  other. 

Among  the  cavaliers  were  two  noted  for  (heir 
valor ;  but  who,  though  brothers-in-law,  lived  in 
mortal  feud.  One  was  Diego  Perez,  vassal  lo 
Alvar  Perez  and  brother  to  him  who  bad  just 
been  armed  knight ;  the  other  was  Pero  Uiguel, 
both  natives  of  Toledo.     Ulego  Perez  was  the 
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one  who  btul  given  cause  of  offenso.  He  now 
HpproHched  liix  adversary  and  asked  bis  ptirdon 
for  that  day  only;  tliat,  in  n  time  of  such  mortal 
peril  there  might  not  bu  enmity  ittid  malice  in 
their  hearts.  The  prieais  added  their  czhortalions 
Co  this  request,  but  Fero  Miguel  alernly  refused 
to  pardon.  When  this  was  told  lo  the  prince  and 
Dou  Alviii',  they  likewise  entreated  Don  Miguel 
lo  pardon  his  brother-in-law.  "  I  will,"  replied 
he,  "  if  he  will  come  to  my  arma  and  embrace  me 
sa  a  brother."  But  Diego  Perez  declined  the  fra- 
ternal embrace,  for  lie  saw  danger  in  the  eye  of 
Pero  Miguel,  and  he  knew  his  savage  strength 
and  snTnge  nature,  and  suspeelud  that  he  meant  to 
sirungle  him.  So  Pero  Miguel  went  into  batLle 
without  pardoning  his  enemy  who  bad  implored 
forgiveness. 

At  this  time,  say  the  old  chroniclers,  the  shouU 
and  yelU  of  Ihe  Moorish  army,  the  sound  of  their 
cymbals,  kettle-drums,  and  other  instruments  of 
warlike  music,  were  so  great  that  heaven  and  earth 
seemed  commingled  and  confounded.  In  regard- 
ing Ihe  bitlile  about  to  overwhelm  hira,  Alvar 
Perez  saw  ihiic  the  only  chance  was  to  form  the 
whole  army  into  one  mass,  and  by  a  headlong 
BBSauit  to  break  the  centre  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  emergency  be  sent  word  to  the  prince,  who 
was  in  the  rear  with  the  reserve  and  hud  five 
liundred  captives  in  charge,  to  strike  oif  the  heads 
of  tVie  captives  and  join  him  with  the  whole  re- 
serve. This  bloody  order  was  obeyed.  The 
prince  curae  to  the  front,  all  formed  together  in 
one  dense  column,  and  then,  with    the  war-cry 
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"  Santiago!  Santiago  I  Caslilel  Casdlc!"  charged 
upon  the  centre  of  Lhe  enemy.  The  Moors'  line 
was  broken  by  ibe  shock,  Bqundrou  aAer  sqaad- 
ran  yi&a  thrown  itito  conruaiou,  Moors  nod  Chris- 
tians were  intermingled,  until  the  lield  became 
one  scene  of  desperate,  ohnnce-medley  fighting. 
Every  Christian  cavalier  fought  as  if  ihe  salvation 
of  the  Held  depended  upon  his  single  Brm.  Gar- 
cia Perez  de  Vargas,  who  hud  been  knighted  just 
before  the  battle,  proved  hiiaself  worthy  of  the 
honor.  He  hod  three  horses  killed  under  him, 
and  engaged  in  a  desperate  combat  with  the  King 
of  the  Azulea,  whom  at  length  he  struck  dead 
from  his  horse.  Thb  king  bad  crossed  from  Af- 
ricR  on  a  devout  expedition  in  the  cause  of  the 
Prophet  MahomeL  "  Veriiy,"  says  Autonio  Aga- 
pida,  "  he  had  his  reward." 

Diego  Perez  was  not  behind  his  brother  in 
prowess ;  and  Heaven  fuvored  him  in  that  dead- 
ly fight,  notwithstanding  that  he  had  not  been 
pardoned  by  his  enemy.  In  the  heat  of  the  bat- 
tle he  had  broken  both  sword  and  liince  ;  where- 
upon, tearing  off  a  great  knotted  limb  from  hu 
olive-tree,  he  laid  about  him  with  such  vigor  aud 
manhood  thiit  he  who  got  one  blow  iu  the  head 
from  that  war-club  never  needed  another.  Don 
Alvar  Perez,  who  nilue^sed  his  feale,  was  seised 
with  delight.  At  each  fresh  blow  [but  cracked  n 
Moslem  skull  he  would  cry  out,  ■■  Assi  I  A^si  1 
Diego,  Machaeha!  Itlacbocba ! "  fSo!  So!  Di- 
ego, smueh  them  I  smash  them  !)  and  from  that 
day  forward  that  strong-handed  cavalier  went  by 
the    name    of    Diego    Machaeha,   or    Diego    the 
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.Sinufllit^r,  nrjd  ii  remained  Ihu  auruamc  i)f  several 
of  liiB  lineitge. 

At  leiinlh  ilie  Moors  gave  wny  Hud  ded  lor  ihe 
gstea  of  Xerez ;  being  hully  pursued  tliuy  stum- 
bled over  tlie  lioiiien  of  the  slain,  and  llius  man; 
were  tnke:]  priammr.-i.  At  tliu  gikles  the  press  was 
ao  grent  lh»t  ihuy  killed  eauh  oilier  in  striving  to 
enter ;  and  iliu  Christian  sword  made  slungbler 
ander  the  waiU. 

The  Christiiius  (;iithered  spoils  of  [he  Held,  af- 
ter this  victory,  until  Ibey  were  fatigued  with  col- 
lecting tlieiD,  mid  the  precioufl  articles  found  in 
the  Moorish  terjis  were  ttejond  oaleulation.  Their 
G»tn[>-lire4  were  supplied  with  llie  shafts  uf  broken 
lance:',  tiiid  they  tiiund  ample  use  for  the  cords 
mud  o^ier  bands  wliich  the  Moore  had  pnivided 
to  bind  iheir  expected  captives. 

It  was  a.  ibtiiue  of  much  niarvel  aud  soltimu 
medilulion  that  of  all  the  di^tiuguisbed  cavaliers 
who  entered  inio  this  battle,  not  one  was  lost, 
ezcepnng  the  same  Fero  Miguel  who  refused  to 
pardon  his  adversary.  What  became  of  liim  no 
one  could  tell.  Tlie  Insl  that  was  seen  of  him  be 
was  in  ibe  midnt  of  tlie  enemy,  culling  down  and 
overturning,  fur  he  was  a  valiant  warrior  and  of 
prodigious  streugtb.  When  the  battle  and  pur- 
suit wore  at  an  end,  and  tbe  troops  were  recalled 
by  sound  of  trumpet,  he  did  nul  iippi^ar.  His  tenl 
remained  empty.  Tbe  field  of  battle  was  searched, 
but  he  wac  nowhere  to  be  liiuud.  Some  supposed 
that,  ill  bis  fierce  eagerness  to  make  havoc  Hinong 
the  Moors,  be  bad  entered  the  gntes  of  the  city 
and  there   been   slain ;    but   his  fate    remained   a 
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mere  mattfir  of  coiijepiure,  und  the  whole  was 
cousidered  an  nwful  wiiruing  ihat  no  ChriBtinii 
should  go  into  battle  wiUmut  pArdoning  those  who 
nskcd  forgiveness- 

"  On  tliiB  dny "  says  the  worthy  Agnpida,  "  it 
pleEtsed  Henven  lo  work  one  of  its  miracles  in 
favor  of  the  Christian  host;  for  the  blessed  Sun- 
lingo  appeared  in  the  nir  on  a  white  horse,  with 
n  while  luinner  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  tite 
olher,  necorapanicd  by  a  band  of  L-avaliera  in 
while.  This  mirncle,"  he  adds,  "  was  beheld  by 
many  men  of  verity  and  worth,"  probably  the 
monks  and  priests  who  accompanied  Ihe  army ; 
"  as  well  SH  by  numbers  of  the  Moors,  who  de- 
clared  that  the  grenteat  slaughter  was  eRected  by 
those  sainted  warriori^." 

It  may  be  as  well  lo  add  that  Fray  Antonio 
Agapida  is  supported  in  (lib  marvelous  fact  by 
Rodrigo,  Arclibishop  of  Toledo,  one  of  (he  most 
learned  and  pious  men  of  the  age,  who  lived  at 
the  time  and  records  it  in  his  clironicle.  It  ia  a 
matter,  therefore,  placed  beyond  the  doubls  of 
the  priiiane. 

NoTB  BY  THE  EnrToit.  —  A  memonindaiii  at  (hn  loot  of 
tbi>  p*ge  of  UiD  >Dllior'i  inaniucript.  reminds  him  lo  "  notioe 
d«alli  df  Qufen  BeilriK  titaat  Ibig  time,"  but  tbe  text  COD- 
linues  silent  on  the  lubjeet.  According  to  Hiuiuu,  aha  died 
in  the  city  of  Toro  in  133e,  before  the  aiege  al  CordoTa.  Aa- 
olhor  aulhnrit)-  f^vea  the  Sth  of  Norenibsr.  1S3A,  u  tho  dale 
of  the  dceeau.  which  woiild  be  nnme  monlbi  aFter  <he  doim- 
Ikll  of  that  renowned  city.  Her  body  was  interjed  in  Ike 
nnnnery  a(  Laa  Uuelgaa  Bt  llurgOB,  and  many  yean  alter- 
warda  removed  lo  Seville,  wbere  rcpoaed  the  rvmains  of  her 
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^M                                 CHAPTER    Vn. 
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A  bold  Allpmpl  iipno  Cordova,  (ha  Seat  of  Moori^  Powor. 

MJglBnUT   Ihi3    time  certniii  Cliriflli.m  caT»- 

WhVJ   ^"'^^  "*"  '^"^  frontiers  received  iiiforma- 

BBB£I    *'°"    ^''""^    Moorish    caplivea    thut    the 

noble  cilj-  of  Cordovu  was  negligeutly  gimrded, 

to  that  llie  suburbs   might  enaily  be  surprised. 

^B          sent  to  Pedro  and  Alvar   Pisrez,  who  were  at 

^H          Marios,  entreating  them  to  aid   l)icm  with   their 

^H         prepnred    scaling  Inddera,   ihey   approached    the 

^H           city  on   a  dark   night   in   January,  amid   showers 

^^          of  rain  and  howling  blasts,  which  prevented  their 

fboUleps  being  heard.     Arrived  at  the   foot  of 

the  ramparts,  ihey  listened,  but  could  lienr  no 

Bentinel.      Tlie  guai-ds  had  shrunk  into  the  walcb- 

towei-3  for  shelter  fruin  the  pelting  slorm,  and  the 

garrison  was  in  profound  sleep,  lor  it  wiis  Uie 

midwatch  of  the  nighL 

Some,  diahearteiied  by  the  difficulties  of  the 

Domingo   Munoz,  their  adalid,  or   guidn,  encour- 

»o  B8  lo  be  of  sufficient  length,  tbey  pianid  them 

against    one    of    the    lowera.      The    first    who 
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moniiled  were  Alvar  Colo^ru  und  Benito  de 
Bbdos,  who  were  dressed  as  Moors  nod  spoke  the 
Antnc  language.  The  tower  which  they  scaled 
in  lo  lli!s  day  culled  the  tower  of  Alvar  Culodro. 
Enleriiig  it  suddenly  but  ailently,  they  found  four 
Uoora  asleep,  whom  they  seized  and  threw  over 
the  bat  lie  men  l9,  and  the  Christians  below  iromc- 
diBlely  dispatclied  them.  By  this  time  a  number 
more  of  Christians  had  mounted  the  Indder,  and 
sallying  forth,  aword  iu  hand,  upon  the  wall,  they 
gaiued  possession  of  several  towers  and  of  the 
gate  of  Martna.  Throwing  open  the  gale,  Pero 
Ruyz  Tsbur  gulloped  i[|  at  the  head  of  a  equad- 
ron  of  horse,  and  by  the  dawn  of  day  the  whole 
suburbs  of  Cordova,  called  the  Asarquia,  were 
in  their  possession  ;  the  iuhithilants  hiiviiig  hastily 
gathered  such  of  their  most  viiluable  effects  as 
they  could  carry  with  them,  and  taken  refuge  in 
the  city. 

The  cavntien  now  barricaded  every  street  of 
the  suburb?  excepting  the  principal  one,  nhioh 
was  broad  and  straight ;  the  Moors,  however, 
made  frequent  sallies  upon  them,  or  showered 
down  darts  and  arrows  and  stones  from  the  walls 
and  towers  of  the  city.  The  cavaliers  soon 
found  that  they  had  got  iato  warm  quarters, 
which  it  would  cost  them  blood  and  toil  to  main- 
tain. They  sent  ofT  messengers,  therefore,  to 
Don  Alvar  Perez,  then  at  Martas,  and  to  King 
Fernando,  at  13ene rente,  craving  instant  aid. 
The  messenger  lo  the  king  travelled  day  and 
night,  and  found  the  king  at  table ;  when,  kneel- 
ing down,  he  presented  the  letter  with  which  he 
was  cliarged. 
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No  f^ooner  had  llie  king  read  ihe  letter  tliuo 
he  cnlled  for  liorse  and  weapon.  All  BeiievenU: 
inslnntl;  resounded  witli  tlie  clung  of  arms  and 
trani|>  of  Bleed;  couriers  gnlluptd  ofT  in  every 
direction,  rousing  ihe  (owns  end  villMges  to  iirrus, 
and  ordering  everj  one  to  jnin  the  king  on  tbe 
frontier.  "  Cordova !  Cordova  ! "  was  the  war- 
cry, —  that  proud  ciiy  of  the  infidels!  that  seat 
of  Moorish  power !  The  king  waited  not  to 
assemble  a  great  Turce,  but,  wiibin  an  hour  after 
receiving  the  Idler,  was  on  the  road  with  a  hun- 
dred good  PBValiera. 

Il  was  tlie  depth  of  winter ;  ihe  rivers  were 
swollen  wiih  rain.  The  royal  pwriy  were  often 
obliged  to  halt  on  the  bank  of  some  raging 
stream  until  its  waters  should  subside.  The 
king  wns  all  anxiety  and  impatience.  Cordova ! 
Cordova !  was  the  prize  to  be  won,  and  the  cava- 
liers might  be  driven  out  of  tlie  subarbs-  before 
he  could  arrive  to  ibeir  BS9istaiioe. 

Arrived  at  Cordova,  he  proceeded  to  the 
bridge  of  Alcolea,  where  he  pitched  his  tenia 
and  displayed  the  royal  standard. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  king,  Alvar  Peret 
had  hastened  from  the  casile  uf  Martos  with  a 
body  of  troops,  and  thrown  himself  iuto  the 
suburbs.  Uany  warrior^  bolh  horse  and  foot, 
had  likewise  hastened  from  the  fi-onliers  and 
from  the  various  towns  to  which  the  king  had 
sent  his  mandates.  Some  came  to  serve  the 
king,  others  out  of  devotion  to  the  holy  faith, 
some  to  gain  renown,  and  not  a  few  to  aid  in 
plundering    the    rich    city   of  Cordova.      There 
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were  many  monks,  also,  who  had  come  for  the 
glory  or  God  and  the  Uncfit  of  ihcir  conveuU. 

Wben  l!i«  Christians  hi  ibe  auburba  saw  ihe 
ToyaX  staiidiii'd  fionling  above  ihe  cuinp  ol'  tiw 
king,  they  shouted  ''  ~  'y,  and  in  ihe  exultation 
of  the  moment,  (o.^^,  1  past  dangei'H  »nJ  hard- 
ahips. 


r 


CHAPTER  VI n. 

A  Spy  in  the  Christi»n  Camp.  —  Ittsth  nf  Alion  Iliiil.  —  A 
Viul  DIoK  10  Moilein  Fower.  —  SiimnilBr  uf  Cardan  tn 
King  FcrnBiido. 

|BEN  HUD.  tim  MiwriRh  ulik-i;  who  liiid 
11  dufvaletl  by  Alvur  I'eraa  muJ 
ince  Alunzu  befure  Xerex,  waa  U  tbia 
time  ill  Eciji  with  a  Urge  foruo,  Htid  dj'»p<»e<j  tu 
tuftten  U)  ihc  aiJ  of  Curdova,  but  liii  niciiul  da> 
feal  bad  maiie  bira  cautious-  He  btul  in  bii  auuy 
■  Cbrislian  cavHlier.  Duu  Ixiretix>j  Xuiu*«a  by 
twme,  wlio  bu<l  beeu  biuiiniu:^  fruiu  Gialik  hy 
King  FertiauJo.  Tliie  cavsJIer  iitTureil  Iw  gv  m 
a  vpy  into  the  Chrietiiin  ciunp.  uunompMtiMl  bj- 
tbnse  CbriEtinii  boiwuieii,  tiuJ  tu  briug  auouuntv 
of  iU  situali'm  tuid  Hlrerj^li,  litii  uffw  v/iut 
gladlj  accefiLed.  itud  Atwn  Jfmt  pruiiilinxi  to  du 
nolbiug  willi  Lik  forctat  until  lila  return. 

Dciu  LureiiKu  Bot  uut  ^rivul^ly  witli  Lu>  uutu- 
fauuua,  luiii  wliou  he  vtuut)  lu  Llii!  uud  of  tbc 
bridige  Im:  ii)ii:Utod  mtd  touk  uiie  uf  tlie  <iin»«  witb 
Um,  Inuring  Ibe  utlmr  tw<i  tt>  guurd  ttw  boraw. 
B«  eulered  ihc  <»iuf)  wilbuut  uiifi«dii[i«iit,  luul 
«•«  ibKt  it  wiie  eowll  uid  ul  but  liltic  iittve.  iur, 
tbm^  r«cmii£  liaii  ivjjiiiivd  Crviti  itll  gunrlTni. 
Ihuj  bad   lu^  yd  urrimtl   in   but  x^iuiiy  iiutiibdix. 

Ar    iMni     LurcuU'   ll)'{JTUIl'ltH'cl    tbt   UtUlp   1m:    MiW 
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n  montero  who  stood  aeQlinel,  "  Friend."  said 
he,  "  do  me  the  kindness  to  call  to  me  Bouie 
person  who  is  nboui  ihe  king,  ns  t  have  Boniethtng- 
to  lell  him  of  grent  importance."  The  senUnd 
went  in  and  broiighl  out  Don  Otielln.  Dod  Lo- 
renzo look  him  nside  and  aiiid,  ''Do  jciu  not  know 
me  ?  I  nm  Don  Lorenzo.  I  proj-  you  lell  the 
king  that  I  entreat  permission  lo  enter  and  com- 
municale  mivltera  touching  his  Bufely." 

Don  Oliella  wen)  in  and  awoke  the  king,  who 
wa.>)  sleeping,  nnd  ohlnincd  permission  for  Don 
Lorenzo  to  enter.  When  the  king  beheld  hio 
he  was  wroth  at  his  presiiniing  to  return  fron 
eiile  1  but  Don  Loreiizn  replied.  —  "  Seiior,  jour 
majesty  banislied  me  lo  the  land  of  the  Moon  (A 
do  me  Imrm,  but  I  helieTe  it  was  intended  bj 
HenTPii  for  llie  welfare  both  of  your  majeaiy  and 
myself,"  Then  lie  apprised  the  king  of  the  »■ 
tenlion  of  Aben  Hiid  to  come  with  n  great  fbret 
against  him,  and  of  the  doubts  and  fears  he  en- 
tertained lest  the  army  of  the  king  should  be  loo 
powerful.  Don  Lorenzo,  therefore,  advised  Ihe 
king  Id  draw  ofl"  as  many  troops  as  could  be  aparad 
from  tlie  suburbs  of  Cordova,  and  to  give  hif 
camp  as  formidable  an  aspect  as  possible ;  and  that 
he  would  return  and  give  Aben  Hud  such  an  afr 
oount  of  Ihe  power  of  the  royal  camp  as  wonU 
deter  him  from  the  atiack.  "  If."  continned  Don 
Lorenzo.  "I  fail  in  diverting  him  from  his  enter- 
prise, 1  will  come  oiF  witli  all  my  vasaab  and 
offer  myself,  and  nil  I  can  command,  for  ihe  ser- 
vice of  your  mnjesly,  and  hope  to  be  accepted  for 
my  go(Hi   inteutiou?.      As  to   what   lakes   place  in 
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thu  Moorish  camp,  from  hencM,  in  lliruc!  Any*,  I 
will  send  yonr  mfijcsly  lelters  by  lliiamy  Bqiiiru," 
Tlie  king  ihaiikiid  Don  tiorenzti  for  his  gnod 
iateiitioQs,  ami  pardoned  him.  nnd  loolt  liim  »■  lu» 
:  BJ)d  Don  Loreneo  said  :  "  I  beisueob  yoiir 
Rujesty  to  order  that  for  Uiree  or  four  tiiehla  there 
be  mtule  gr^Ht  fires  in  various  parUi  of  llie  CHmp, 
•o  that  in  cnkc  Aben  Hud  should  eeud  scouts  by 

■  night,  there  may  be  tlie  appenranct?  of  u  gr«At 

■  host-"      The  king  promised  it  eluiuld  bv  dune,  and 
I     Don  Ixtreoio   took  his  leave;   rejoiuiii;;  his  ootB- 

paniims  at   itie  bridge,  they   mouuti?d  iheir  borse* 
■ad  travelled  all  uigUt  and  returrit-d  tu  Kcija. 

Wben  Don  Lorenzo  appeared  in  presence  of 
Aken  Hod  lie  had  the  nir  «f  one  r»ii;;u«id  and 
carrwom.  To  the  iaquines  of  ibi'  Muor  be  re- 
tamed  answeni  full  of  alarm,  mitgiiilying  tlie 
power  sod  condition  of  the  royal  furcee.  •■  Hjefior," 
added  be,  >-  if  you  would  be  assured  of  the  Irntli 
•f  what  I  say,  send  out  your  scouts,  Hud  tbey  will 
bebtrfd  tlie  Cbrisliau  tents  whilunii'S  all  the  bank* 
of  llie  GuMlalqnifir,  aud  covering  the  tuuntry  as 
tbe  «iio<r  puTtrs  the  mountains  of  Grunada ;  or  si 
in^I  ibPT  will  see  lirei:  au  liiU  and  diile  illumiuiiig 
■U  Ihe  laud" 

Tilts  nitelligeiice  redoubled  tlit-  doalils  and  sp- 
pTBhi-nihrnf!  of  Aben  Uud.  On  the  following  day 
two  UoorisU  horseiuen  iirnved  iti  all  baste  frooi 
Zaea.  kin"  of  Voleueia.  inriirniiiig  liim  that  Kii^ 
JlilMii  of  Amgun  was  mining  ngaiust  tlm<  place 
with  a  powerful  army,  and  oflvtiiig  hiui  tbi'  au- 
<f  of  tbe  plwK  if  be  would  hacMU  with  all 
1  Id  bs  i«Iic£ 
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Aben  Hnd,  lliiis  perplexed  between  twoobjeclsi, 
asked  fldvice  of  li'ia  counselors,  among  whom  was 
the  perfidioua  Don  Lorenzo.  They  observed  that 
the  Ciiristinns,  (hough  thej  had  possession  of  Ibe 
suburbs  of  Cordova,  could  uot  for  a  long  tiim 
master  the  place.  He  wonld  have  time,  there- 
fore, to  relievo  Valencia,  aud  then  liim  his  arms 
aud  those  of  King  Zaen  againat  the  host  of  Kinj 
Fernando. 

Aben  Hud  lialened  to  their  advice,  and  marched 
immediRtely  for  Almeria,  to  lake  iboncB  his  shipi 
to  guard  tlic  port  of  Valencia.  While  al  Almeria 
a  Aloor  named  Aben  Arramin,  and  who  was  hit 
cBpecial  favorite,  invited  him  to  a  banqneL  lite 
una  us  peeling  Aben  Hud  threw  off  his  cares  ibr 
the  lime,  ntid  giving  loose  lo  convivialily  in  the 
house  of  hia  favorite,  drank  freely  of  the  wuw- 
enp  that  was  insidiously  preaaed  upon  him.  until 
he  becnme  intoxicated.  He  was  thea  snffbcated 
by  the  traitor  iu  a  trough  of  water,  and  it  wa» 
given  out  that  he  bad  died  of  apoplexy. 

Al  the  death  of  A.ben  Hud,  his  host  fell  asunder, 
and  every  one  hied  him  (o  his  home,  whereupon 
Don  Lorenzo  and  the  Christians  who  were  with 
him  hastened  to  King  Fernando,  by  whom  they 
were  griicioualy  received  and  admitted  into  hb 
royal  service. 

The  death  of  Aben  Hud  was  a  vital  blow  la 
Uoalem  power,  and  spread  confusion  ihroughonl 
Andalusia.  Wlien  the  people  of  Cordova  heard 
of  it,  and  of  the  dismemberment  of  his  army,  aQ 
courage  withered  from  their  hearts.  Day  after 
day  the  army  of  King  Fernando  was  increasing^ 
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die  roads  were  covered  with  foot-soldiers  hnsICD- 
i  slandnrd  ;  every  liiJalgo  who  cuuld  be- 
«lride  a  horse  spurred  to  the  baiikx  of  ihe  Gua- 
dalquivir to  be  present  al  the  do^-nrall  of  Cordovn. 
The  nobleal  mivtiliera  of  Ctiitile  were  continually 
men  marching  into  the  CHmp  with  banners  flying 
id  long  tnkina  of  retainers. 

Tbe  inhabitnnU  lieiil  out  as  long  as  there  wan 
lip  or  hope;  but  thej  were  exhausted  by  fre- 
lenE  combaia  and  long  and  incretising  fumiue, 
id  DOW  the  death  of  Aben  Hud  cut  off  all 
ance  of  succor.  With  sad  and  broken  spirits, 
Brefore,  Ihey  surrendered  their  Doble  city  to 
lag  Femnndo,  alter  a  siege  of  six  months  and 
(  days,  The  surrender  took  place  on  Sunday, 
B  twenly-ninlli  day  of  July,  liie  feiist  of  the 
>riuQs  Apostles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  in  the 
arof  the  Incarnation  one  thousand  two  hundred 
d  thirty-six. 

The  inhabitants  were  permitted  to  march  forth 

personal  nafely,  but  to  l«ke  nothing  with  them. 

Thus,"  exclaims  the  pious  Agapida,  "  was  the 

i^  of  Coriiova,  the  queen  of  the  cities  of  Aoda- 

Bia,   which    so  long   had    been   the   seat  of  the 

iwer  and  grandeur  of  the  Moora,  cleanspU  from 

L  the  impurities  of  Mahomet  and  restored  to  tbe 

>n)tnion  of  the  true  faith." 

King  Fernando  immediately  ordered  the  cross 

be   elevated    on   the    tower   of   the    principal 

[Be,  and  beside  it  the  royal  standiird  :  while 

bishops,  the  clergy,  and  all  the  people  chanted 

Deum   Laudamui,  as   a  song   of  triumph  for 

great  victory  of  the  faith.' 

1  Cma.  Gen.  dt  E^iaia,  ft,  i.    Bledi,  lib.  4,  c.  10. 
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The  king,  having  nnw  gained  full  poBscssioi 
of  llie  city,  hegiiti  to  repnir,  erobellisli,  aiid  im- 
prove il.  The  grnnd  mosquu,  llie  greatest  and 
laost  inagiiiiicciii  In  Spain,  was  now  conFerUd 
into  a  holy  CaLholic  clmrch.  The  bishops 
other  clergy  walked  round  it  in  Bolemii  proeet- 
eioQ,  sprinkling  holj  water  in  erery  nook  i 
eornei',  and  performing  all  other  rites  and  cere- 
monies  nt^cesDnry  to  purify  and  sanctify  it.  Tliej 
erected  aiL  altar  in  it,  also,  in  honor  of  the  Vv- 
gin,  and  ehnnled  masses  with  great  fervor  iind 
UDCtioti.  Ill  this  way  ihey  conaecrated  it  t 
Iruc  faith,  and  made  it  the  cathedral  of  the  city. 

In  this  mosque  were  found  the  bella  of  llie 
chtarch  of  San  lago  in  Giallicia,  which 
Alhagib  Alinanzor,  in  the  year  of  onr 
demplion  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five,  I 
brought  off  in  triumph  and  placed  here,  tumad 
with  their  mouths  upward  to  serve  as  li 
and  remain  shining  mementos  of  his  victory. 
King  Fernando  ordered  iIihI  these  bells  should 
be  restored  to  the  church  of  Snn  logo; 
as  Christians  had  been  obliged  to  bring  t 
bells  hither  on  llieir  shotilders,  so  infidels  weff 
compelled  in  like  manner  lo  carry  them  bacb- 
Great  was  the  popular  triumph  when  thcfc 
bells  had  their  tongues  restored  to  them,  and 
were  once  more  enabled  to  fill  the  atr  with  tb«f 
holy  clangor. 

Having  ordered  all  things  for  the  secari^  and 
welfare  of  the  city,  llio  king  placed  il  under  the 
government  of  Don  Tcllo  Alonzo  de  Meneses; 
he  appointed    Don   Alvar   Perez   de  Castro, 
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l^ctierB]  of  [he  frontier,  having  Ilia  struti^liold  in 
the  caslle  of  the  rock  of  MarU>s.  The  king 
iheii  returned,  covered  with  glory,  lo  Toledo. 

The  fiime  of  the  recovery  of  the  renowned 
diy  (if  Cordova,  which  for  fire  hafidred  ftiid 
tireuij-two  jean  had  be«D  in  llie  power  of  llie 
tnSdeI&,  MKJD  fpread  ibrougbout  the  kingdom,  aiid 
pM^le  cume  crowding  from  every  part  tu  inhabit 
iL  Tlie  gates  which  Isle)/  liwi  been  ihroiiged 
with  stwl-clad  warrior*  were  uow  besieged  by 
peAc«rul  waylkrers  of  nil  kind*,  coniluctiiig  inun* 
laden  with  their  eSecbt  and  all  their 
wealth ;  and   M)  great  wa*   ibe  Ihnjiig 

il  in  a  little  while  there  were  not   houses  *uffi- 

ut  lu  receive  ifaem. 

Kin-   Fentando.  hnviug  restored  t)>e  bellt  to 

a  lago,  bad  otbem  C'Uftfieoded  lu  the  tower  of 
Ibe  moaqne.  whence  the  muezzin  had  been  aouu»- 
toraed  to  call  the  Moolems  lu  ibelr  wor^p. 
"Wben  the  pilgrimB,"  save  Fraj  Anluuiu  Ags- 
|uda,  "  who  repaired  to  Cordova,  heard  the  holy 
■ooutl  of  tUeee  belle  chimiug  frotu  the  luwcr  lA 
titB  CKtbedral,  their  hearts  Leaped  fur  joy,  atid 
ihej  invoked  blessings  on  the  head  of  the  pious 
Ki^  Femsada." 


CHArri'.K  IX. 


l^p^llEN    Quctn    Bereiiguela  behdi)   King, 
JwuKSG    Fi.'rriniido    rt'Iurniug    ia    triumph   fnw 
tftP*3J  Ilie  conqacst  of  Cortlovu,  her  livaH 
liliuil  up  wllIi  (Diiisport,  for  there  is  iiotliing  that 
more   ngoices   the    lieurt   of  a  molber   than   tht 
irue  glory  of  her  son.     The  quoeu,  however, 
has  been   nbiinilantly  shown,  was  &  womao  dfl 
great  sagacity  and  forecast.     Slie  considered 
upwards  of  two  years  had  elapsed  since  the 
of  (he  Queen  Beatrix,  and  that   her  sou  was  lii 
iog  ia  widowhood.     Il  U  true  he  was  of  qnlflt, 
leoiperameiil,  and  seemed  suflicienlly  occupied  bf 
the  cares  of  government  and  the 
faith  ;  so  lliat   uppareiilly  he  had   no   thought  of' 
further  matrimony ;  but  the  shrewd  mother 
aidered  likewise  that  he  was  in  the  piinie 
vigor  of  his  (lays,  renowned  in  arms,  nobl« 


commandi 
vating  il 
tious  of  a  CO 
bat  after  all 
led  awny  in  I 
but  highly  i 
princes.     Tl 


person,  and  gracious  and  caplv 
and  surrounded  by  llie  tcmpti^ 
rt.  True,  he  was  a  saint  iu  spiHl 
a  flesh  be  was  a  m&u,  and  might  U 
those  weaknesses  very  incident  ti 
becoming  of^  the  exalted  state  a 
I  good  mother  was  aoxlous,  t' 
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Cbw^rf  p)i^itiv«j».iiiii«iiiiMrfl.i^<te 

-M  %r  <^»*  ■iiin.iill    •«  *>  tMmUt 
Will   ;  aid  *r  —  ftlinM  fafi^^  ■■fitfiiW^ 


r  ifcc  .ttjmim^  ^wn  «Wf:.  Cmif 
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sible.  The  c&lnmity,  however,  went  od  iDcrent- 
ing.  The  conquest  of  Conlovu  had  drawn 
thither  ureut  muUitudvs,  expecliiig  lo  thrive  oi 
the  well- know II  ferlilily  and  ubuadunce  uf  ihs 
eouDlry.  Bat  the  Moiirs,  iu  tlie  agilatiuu  of  itie 
time,  hnd  almost  cuased  to  cuItivBte  their  fields; 
the  ti'oopa  helped  to  consume  the  suppliia  oD 
liHiid  ;  Ihertt  were  few  hniids  lo  labor  Htid  nn 
tiuily  of  niouihs  to  eal,  wid  the  cry  of  (a.n 
went  on  dnily  growing  more  inlciisu. 

Upon  thi^,  Don  Alvnr  Peres,  who  had  o 
mand  of  llie  frontier,  set  off  lo  represent  ibe 
CBse  ill  person  lo  the  king ;  for  one  living  wont 
from  tlic  moulh  is  more  effective  than  a  thousand 
dead  nonls  from  the  pen.  lie  found  the  king 
ai  Valiudulid,  deeply  immersul  iu  the  religious 
exercises  of  Holy  Week,  and  nnuch  did  it  giiers 
this  BaiDily  monarch,  say  his  chroniclers,  lo  bs 
obliged  even  foi'  n  nioineut  to  <[uil  the  holy  quiet 
of  the  uhurcii  for  ihe  worldly  bustle  of  the  pi ' 
to  lay  by  the  saiut  and  eniict  the  aurerdgn. 
Having  beard  the  represeiiiaiions  of  Don  Alrv 
Perez,  he  forilnvith  gaye  him  ample  funds  where- 
with to  maintain  his  eastles,  his  soldiers,  and 
even  llie  idlers  who  thronged  about  the  fronlieti 
and  who  would  be  useful  subjeets  when  ihi 
times  slLould  become  8e[ile<l.  Suliafled.  also,  of 
the  itea]  and  loyalty  of  Alvar  Perez,  whioU  bi 
been  so  strikingly  displayed  in  the  present  W- 
stauco,  he  appointed  him  adelnnlndo  of  (he  who' 
li'ontier  of  Andalusia — an  office  criniraJeiit  M 
that  at  present  called  viceroy.  Vhnx  Alvur 
Itned  back  to  execute  his  luis&iun  and  enter  upOR 
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his  new  office.  He  took  h'w  Mtutiun  hI  MatUtt, 
in  its  rock-built  cuHtk,  which  wuh  tli«  k*^  of  all 
that  frontier,  whence  lie  could  *^iviy  taU^it  to  *u*/ 
point  of  Lib  comiuand,  und  could  uiak*-  «i<;<;iu)i</f<al 
incnrtdouB  inu*  tiie  lerriiorie*;.  'J'l«*'  lolloW**#|«; 
chapter  will  bhow  the  cure»r  und  uuju^il^^^  wUaAi 
avaiiad  iiim  in  iiit  new  couituaud. 


& 


CHAPTER  X. 

oaader  of  the  Alhtmbra.— FortiScBGnnadi 
El  Ciipital.  —  Attempts  to  luqiriee  the  Culla    i 
FartresB.  —  A  Womu'a  Stmugem    i 
z.  thB  Smsabrr.  — Deith  of  CooDt    ' 
Id  Cutro. 

ilie  death  of  Aben  Hud,  the  MooriBh 
lower    in    Spain    wm   broken  up  into 
^__^^  I,  as  has  already  been  menLioned, 

but  these  Tactions  were  soon  united  uuder  one 
heail,  who  Ihrentetied  to  be  a  formidable  adver- 
sarj  to  the  Christians.     This  was  Mobammed  ben 

r  Aben  Alhamar,  a^  he  i§  coramonlf 
called  in  history.  He  was  a  native  of  Arjona, 
f  noble  descent,  being  of  the  Beui  Nasar,  or 
race  of  Nasar.  and  had  been  educated  in  a  man- 
ner befitting  his  n<iik.  Arrived  at  manly  yean, 
he  had  been  appointed  alcayde  of  Arjuna  and 
Jaen,  and  had  distinguished  bimself  by  the  jut 
and  benignity  of  his  rule.  He  whs  intrepid, 
also,  and  ambitious,  and  during  the  Ule  dis«eli- 
s  among  the  Moslems  had  extended  hie  terri- 
toriea,  making  hirascJf  master  of  many  strong 
pkc 

On  the  death  of  Aben  Hud,  he  made  a  mill* 
tary  circuit  through  the  Moorish  territories,  and 
waa  everywhere  hailed  with  acclamationa  aa  ifae 
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I   M^  ooe  wka  omiU  •are   thf  Mo^lviii    |ww«r   iu 

jU   liHigiii   tic  uiCuriiXJ 

I  ^mi,^  sBoitf   Ibe   eufliwuiietK    tJKiuie  vf  (k 
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had  inlt^lligence  of  hII  ilieac  circumalances,  ui 
perccivud  lliiU  he  lind  not  siifGcieiit  Turce  (o  nuks 
bend  ugainst  sucli  a  rurtnidiLble  neighbor,  nod  thit 
iu  fnct  llie  whult;  frontier,  so  receiiily  wrested 
fiont  iliQ  Moors,  wna  in  diiiiger  of  being  recoo- 
qiiered,  Willi  liia  old  mnxiii),  ilierefcire,  "Tliere 
m  more  IJfc  iu  one  word  from  the  moiilli  than  in 
tt  IhouBHiid  words  from  ihe  pen,"  he  deiermined 
to  have  another  interview  with  King  PemHndo, 
ftod  aeqiiaiiil  him  with  the  immioeut  diiugun  im- 
pending  over  the  frontier. 

He  according!;  took  hin  departure  nilh  groat 
seurecy,  leaving  his  countess  &nd  her  women  and 
dunzelhis  in  his  cualle  of  the  rock  of  Martos, 
guarded  by  hia  nephew  Don  TeUo  and  forty 
cbos«n  men. 

The  departure  of  Don  Alvar  Perez  wiia  ml 
ao  secret,  however,  but  ihat  Aben  Alliamiir  bad 
notice  of  it  hy  his  spies,  ajid  he  resolved  to  make 
an  attempt  to  surprise  the  castle  of  Martoa, 
which,  as  hua  been  said,  wns  ibc  key  to  all  this 
tront/er. 

Don  Tello,  who  hod  been  left  in  coramnnd  of 
ibe  fortress,  wfkS  a  yonng  gultiurd,  full  of  ibe  fin 
of  youth,  and  he  had  several  hardy  und  adnm- 
turous  cavaliers  with  liim,  among  whom  wu 
Diego  Perez  dc  Vargas,  eurnamed  Slmrhnclia,  or 
the  Smasher,  for  his  cicploils  at  the  liaiile  <J 
Xerez  iu  smashing  the  heads  of  tbo  Kloiirs  with 
the  limb  of  an  olive-tree.  These  hoi-blooded 
cavaliers,  looking  oat  like  hawks  from  tlinr 
mouDtaio  hold,  were  adzed  with  ui  ii-rvs'tsliUe 


1  jeweb  and  rich  Bilks, 
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inclination  to  make  a  Toray  inl<i  llie  lauds  fiT  llieir 
Uoorisb  neighbors.     0 
accordinglj'  set  forth,  p 
the  CRBile  lo  bring  tin 
(he  spoils  of  Moorisli  v 

The  cnvnliers  hnd  not  been  long  gone  when 
the  coatle  wns  alnrmeil  by  the  souoii  of  Irumpeta, 
and  the  wntchman  from  the  lower  gnve  notice  of 
ft  cloud  of  dusl,  with  Moorish  banners  and  armor 
gleaming  llirough  it.  It  wtts,  in  fact,  the  Moor- 
ish king,  Aben  Alhamar,  who  pitched  his  tenia 
before  ihe  caslle. 

Great  wna  the  consternation  that  reigned 
wilhin  ihe  walls,  for  all  the  men  were  absent, 
ejtoeplitig  one  or  two  necessary  for  Ihe  surviee 
of  the  ensile.  The  dumes  and  donzelliis  gave 
theinselTes  up  to  despair,  expecting  (o  be  curried 
away  captive,  perhaps  to  supply  some  Moorish 
harein-  The  countess,  however,  waj  of  an  in- 
trepid spirit  and  ready  invention.  Summoning 
ber  dueSas  and  damsels,  she  made  ihem  armnge 
their  hair,  and  dress  themselves  like  men.  take 
weapons  in  baud,  and  show  them^lves  between 
the  battlements.  The  Moorish  king  wns  de- 
ceived, and  supposed  the  fort  well  garrisoned. 
He  wsB  deterred,  therefore,  from  atlenipliug  to 
take  it  by  storin.  In  the  mean  time  sho  dis- 
patched a  messenger  by  the  postem-gaie.  with 
orders  to  tpeed  swiftly  in  quest  of  Don  Telh), 
afid  lell  him  ibe  peril  of  the  fortress. 

Al  hearing  tliese  tidings,  Don  Tello  and  his 
s  turned   llieir  reins  and   spurred   ba<^ 


CotnpHnioi 
<br  Ibe  ca 


ing  uigh,  they  siiw  from 
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K  hill  dial  it  vras  invested  by  n  aumerons  host 
who  trerc  battering  tbe  walls.  It  wna  an  appall- 
ing sight,—  to  cu!  llieir  wny  tbrough  such  a  force 
seemeJ  hopelei«, — yel  tliuir  htarls  were  wrung 
wIiIe  unguisli  when  xhey  llioaght  of  the  counters 
and  her  helpless  donzelliis.  Upon  tLis,  Diego 
Purex  de  Vargas,  surnamed  Machacha,  stepped 
forward  and  proposed  to  form  a  forloni  hope,  and 
aitempt  lo  force  a  passnge  lo  the  castle.  "  If  anj 
uf  us  succeed,"  said  he,  ■*  ire  may  save  the  coimiess 
Mid  the  rock  ;  if  we  fall,  ne  shall  save  our  souls 
and  act  the  parts  of  good  cavaliers.  This  rock 
is  the  key  of  all  llie  froutter,  oa  which  the  king 
depends  to  get  posse-^iou  of  the  conntrj.  Shame 
would  it  be  if  Moon  should  capture  it ;  above  all 
if  they  should  lead  away  our  honored  oounieas 
and  her  ladies  captive  before  our  eyes,  while  oar 
lauces  remain  onataiued  by  blood  and  we  anscarrvd 
with  a  wound.  For  my  part,  I  would  rather  die 
than  see  iL  Life  is  but  »bort ;  we  sboold  do  in 
it  our  best.  So,  in  a  word,  cnvaliera,  if  you  r«- 
fuM  lo  join  me  I  will  lake  my  Iwve  of  fou  and 
do  what  I  UHD  wilb  my  single  anu." 

"  Diego  Perez,"  cried  Don  Tello,  ~  jroo  have 
»|>okeu  my  very  wishes;  I  will  Etand  by  you  until 
ibe  deatJi,  and  let  those  who  ai«  good  cavaliers 
and  hidalgos  follow  our  eiample.'' 

The  other  cavaliers  caught  fire  at  these  words  ; 
tormiug  a  solid  squadron,  they  put  spars  lo  ili«ir 
Uonea  nuil  rushed  dona  upon  the  Uoots.  Tba 
lirst  who  bi\>ke  into  ihe  rauks  of  the  enemy  was 
Uiego  Perez,  tlie  Smasher,  and  be  opened  a  way 
lor  the  otlicni.     Their  orUy  object  waa  (o  cut  their 


CaaoiflCLE  OF  FEBNAtfDO  TBM  SAfNT.    456 

way  to  the  fortress ;  ao  tliey  fntight  oud  pressed 
forward.  The  most  of  lliem  got  to  the  rock  ; 
dome  were  cut  off  by  the  Moors,  and  died  like 
valiant  knights,  fighting  to  the  Inst  gasp. 

When  the  Moorish  king  saw  the  daripg  of  these 
cnvaliers,  and  that  they  had  succeeded  in  reiii- 
forang  (he  gnrriaori,  he  despaired  nf  gaining  the 
oastle  wilhout  tuucli  time,  trouble,  and  loss  of 
blood.  He  persuaded  himself,  therefore,  that  it 
was  not  worth  the  jirice,  and,  striking  his  tents, 
abandoned  the  siege.  Thus  the  rock  of  ]t(artoB 
was  saved  by  the  sagacity  of  the  countess  and 
the  provress  of  Diego  Perez  de  Vargas,  surnamed 
the  Smasher. 

In  the  mean  lime,  Don  Alvar  Perez  da  Castro 
arrired  in  presence  of  the  king  at  Huticl.  King 
Fernando  received  him  with  benignity,  but  seemed 
to  think  his  zeal  beyond  his  prudence ;  leaving  bo 
important  a  frontier  so  weakly  guarded,  sinking 
the  viceroy  in  the  courier,  and  coming  so  far  to 
give  by  word  of  mouth  what  might  easily  have 
been  communicBled  by  letter.  He  felt  the  valne, 
however,  of  bis  loyalty  and  devotion,  hitt,  famish- 
ing him  with  ample  funds,  requested  hira  to  lose 
no  lime  in  getting  back  to  his  post.  The  count 
aei  out  on  bis  return,  but  it  is  probable  the  ardor 
and  excitement  of  his  spirit  proved  fatal  to  him, 
for  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  fever  when  on 
the  journey,  and  died  in  the  town  of  Orgaz. 
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|11P:  ilcndi  or  Count  Alvar  Perez  de  Cutro 
caused  [ieep  alfliclioii  to  King  Fernando, 
for  he  considered  liim  lliu  shield  of  ibe 
fniriLiei-.  While  he  was  nt  Cordova,  or  ai 
rock  of  Mnrtns,  the  king  felt  ns  assured  of  tbe 
safely  of  llii-  border  as  though  he  had  been  ihere 
himself.  As  soon  as  he  could  be  spared 
Castile  and  Leon,  he  hastened  lo  Cordova,  to 
supply  the  loss  the  frontier  had  sustained  in 
person  of  his  vigiknt  lieutcuant.  One  of  bis 
drat  measures  iras  to  effect  a  truce  of  one  jeu 
with  the  king  of  Granada.  —  a  measure  wliicb 
each  adopted  wilh  great  regret,  compelled  by  his 
several  policy :  King  Feriiaiido  to  organise 
secure  his  recent  conquests ;  Abeo  Alhainar  to 
regulate  and  fortify  his  newly  founded  kingdom- 
Each  felt  that  he  had  a  powerful  enemy  to  en- 
counter and  a  desperate  struggle  before  him. 

King  Fernando  remained  at  Cordova  until  tlw 
spring  of  the  following  year  (1241),  regulation 
the  affairs  of  that    noble  city,  assigning    housf* 


» 
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and  eslntes  lo  sdcIi  nf  his  cavaliers  u  hnd  di»- 
tinguMhed  themselves  m  Uie  conquest,  and.  U 
Dsu&l,  making  rich  donations  of  lotrns  and  grMl 
tTBCU  of  land  to  the  Church  and  to  diffuront  r»- 
ligious  orders.  Leaving  Lis  brother  Alfonso  with 
a  Buflicient  force  to  keep  an  eve  upon  ihe  king 
of  Grannda  and  hold  him  in  eheck,  King  Feruando 
departed  for  Castile,  making  a  circuit  by  Jaon 
and  Baezu  and  Andujar,  and  arriving  in  Toledo 
on  (he  fourth  of  April.  Here  he  received  im- 
portnnl  propositions  from  Abcn  Hiiiliel,  the 
Moorish  king  of  Murcia.  The  death  of  Abon 
Hod  had  led  that  kint^lom  a  scene  of  confusion. 
The  alcaldes  of  the  different  cities  and  rorlreaaea 
were  nt  strife  with  each  oilier,  and  many  ntfusod 
alleginnce  to  Aben  Iludiel.  The  latter,  loo,  wnt 
in  hosliliiy  with  Aben  Alhamiir,  the  king  of 
Granada,  and  he  feared  he  would  lake  advantage 
of  his  troce  with  King  Fernando,  and  the  diV 
traded  stale  of  the  kingdom  of  Murcia,  to  make 
an  inroad.  Thus  desperately  siiunlcd.  Aben 
Hndiel  had  sent  missives  to  King  Ferimndu,  eo- 
Irealing  his  protection,  and  offering  to  become  hi* 
vassal. 

The    king  of  Castile  gladly  closed    with   thi* 

offer.     He  forthwith  koC  bis  son  and  heir,  Ihe 

Prince   Alfongo,  lo  receive  ihe  submiision  of  ihe 

king  of  Murcia.     As  the  prince  iruH  young  and 

^^  inexperienced    in    these    affairs  of  state,  he  wat 

^L        with  him  Don  Pelayo  de  Correa,  the  Grand  Miuter 

^H        of  Salitiflgo,   a    cavalier   of  consuninmle   wiadoni 

^H        and  addre^  and  ako   Rodrigo   Qfiuuxlat   Gtron. 
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honors ;  the  lerros  were  soon  adjusted  by  which 
the  Mcrarish  king  acknowledged  vassalage  to  King 
Fernando,  and  ceded  to  him  one  half  of  liis  rev- 
eauea,  in  relurn  for  which  the  king  graciouRlj' 
took  hira  under  liis  protection.  Tlie  alcnjdea  of 
Alicant,  Elche,  Oriola,  and  several  other  places, 
agreed  to  this  covenant  of  vassalage,  but  it  was 
indignantly  Bpnrned  by  the  Wali  of  Xiorcfl ;  he 
had  heen  put  in  office  by  Aben  Ilud  ;  and,  now 
that  potentate  wiia  no  mure,  lie  aspired  to  exercise 
an  independent  sway,  and  had  placed  aloaydes  of 
his  own  party  in  Mula  and  Carthagena. 

As  the  Prince  Alfonso  had  come  to  solemoiKe 
the  act  of  homage  and  vassalage  proposed  by 
the  Moorish  king,  and  not  to  extort  submission 
from  hb  subjects  by  force  of  arms,  he  contented 
himself  with  making  a  progresit  through  the 
kingdom  and  receiving  the  homage  of  tlie  ac- 
quiescent towns  and  cities,  after  wliich  he  rejoined 
hia  father  in  Castile. 

It  is  conceived  by  the  worthy  Fray  Antenio 
Agapido,  as  well  as  by  other  monkish  chroniclers, 
that  this  important  acquisition  of  territory  by  the 
saintly  Fernaiidn  was  a  boon  from  Heaven  in  re- 
ward of  an  offering  which  he  made  to  God  of 
bis  daughter  B ere nguela,  whom  early  in  Ibis  year 
hedediciitcd  as  a  uun  in  the  convent  of  Los  Huel- 
gas,  in  Burgos  —  of  which  convent  the  king's 
Bister  Conslanza  was  abbess.^ 

About  this  time  it  was  that  King  Fernando 
gave  an  instance  of  his  magnanimity  and  liis 
duvalrous  disposition.     We  have  seen  the  deadly 

1  Oimitu  Jil  Reg  Saniii,  ap.  13. 
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Iiv  (lie  king  of  Grniiada,  now  increased  iu  tnr- 
buleiioe,  anJ  completely  overawed  the  feeble- 
bttoded  Alien  Hiuliel.  King  Ferauudo  Ihought 
ihis  II  good  opporiiiDity  lo  give  his  son  uid  heir 
hia  first  esstiy  in  urins.  He  accordingly  di»- 
pntched  the  prince  si  second  time  [o  Murcia,  ac- 
companied nn  before  by  Don  Pelnyo  de  CorrM, 
the  Grand  Miixier  of  Sanlitigo ;  bui  he  hdE 
him  DOW  with  ii  iitrotig  military  force,  Iu  play  the 
part  of  Ii  conqueror.  The  conquest,  us  may  be 
supposed,  va*  eHsy  ;  Muln,  Lorca,  and  Ciirlhageoa 
Booii  submitted,  nud  the  whole  kingdom  wa»  re- 
duced to  vassal  I  ige  —  Peruaiido  henceforth  add- 
ing to  Ills  other  titles  King  of  Murcia.  **  Thus," 
says  Fray  Antonio  Agapida,  "  wns  nnolbcr 
precious  jewel  wrcaled  from  llie  kingdom  of 
Anlicht-isI,  aud  added  (o  the  crowo  of  this  sniutly 
monarch." 

But  it  was  not  in  Murciei  atone  that  King 
Fernando  foniid  himself  ailled  lo  contend  wilh 
his  new  advcrsiiry  the  king  of  Granndu.  That 
able  and  active  monarcli,  strengthened  as  faai 
becQ  said  during  the  late  truce,  had  made  bold 
forays  iu  the  fi'onliers  recently  conquered  by 
King  Fernando,  and  hod  even  extended  them  to 
ibe  neighborhood  of  Cordova.  In  all  this  be 
had  been  eiirauraged  by  some  degree  of  neg- 
ligence and  inaction  on  the  part  of  King  Fer- 
nando's  brother  Airoiiso,  who  had  been  lefi  io 
charge  of  the  fi'oniier.  The  prince  took  the 
field  Against  Aheii  Allmmar,  iind  fought  him  m«i- 
fully;  hut  the  M'lorish  force  was  too  powerful 
to  be  wiihstooil,  and  the  prince  waa  defeated. 
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Atjouh.  Thut  WHS  a.  place  dear  lo  Abeo  Alha- 
ntiir,  the  King  of  Grnnada,  being  hb  nHtive  place, 
where  he  hnd  lir^l  lasled  the  sweets  of  power. 
Hence    he   wa."    commonly  called  the    kiog    of 

The  people  of  the  place,  thongh  tbty  had 
qaniled  before  King  Fernnndo,  despised  his  offi- 
cers and  set  them  nt  deGance.  The  king  himself^ 
however,  made  his  appearance  on  the  following 
day  wilh  ihe  remainder  of  his  forws,  whereapon 
Aijona   CHpilulated. 

While  bis  troops  were  reposing  from  thor 
fatigue;^  the  king  made  some  further  ravages, 
and  reduced  several  small  towns  to  obedience. 
He  then  sent  his  brolher  Don  Alfonso  wilh 
sufficient  forces  lo  carry  fire  and  sword  into  the 
Tega  of  Gntntida-  In  the  mean  litne  he  tv- 
tumed  to  Andujar  to  the  Queen  Juana.  H* 
merely  came,  say  the  old  chroniclers,  for  the  pn^ 
pose  of  coodnciiog  her  to  Cordova ;  fulfiiling,  al- 
ways, ki9  duty  as  a  cavalier,  without  neglecluig 
that  of  a  king. 

The  moment  he  had  left  lier  in  hiT  palaice  «1 
Cordova,  be  hastened  buck  to  join  his  brother  in 
harassing  the  territories  of  Granada.  He  cane 
in  time ;  for  Aben  Alhanar,  enraged  at  Metng 
the  destruction  of  the  Vega,  made  snch  a  vigor- 
oas  salty  that  had  Prince  Alfonso  been  alone  m 
command,  be  might  have  received  a  second  Ie>- 
MM  still  more  disastrous  than  the  first.  The 
pjnatim  of  the  king,  however,  pal  new  s[nfiti 
and  valor  into  the  troops :  the  Moore  were  drnea 
back  lo  the  diy.  and  the  Christiana  punned  Ifaen 
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Bulled  in  the  queen-mother's  yielding  to  his  solici- 
tations. The  illustrious  son  and  mother  remained 
together  six  weeks,  enjoying  each  other's  society, 
after  which  they  separated  —  the  king  and  queen 
for  the  frontier,  and  the  queen-mother  for  Toledo. 
They  were  never  to  behold  each  other  again  upon 
earth,  for  the  king  never  returned  to  Castile. 
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Conient  for  ihe  present  with  (he  ravage  lie 
had  made  nnd  the  victory  be  haA  gaiDed,  Kiug 
Feruando  now  drew  off  hU  troops  nnd  repaired  to 
his  fronlier  hold  of  Mtirtos,  where  they  mighi 
nfter  (lieir  fuijguea  in  security. 

Here  he  wna  joined  by  Don  Pelayo  Perez  Cor- 
rea,  the  Grnnd  Mnster  of  SnnlJHgo.  Tliia  valiant 
cavalier,  who  wus  as  sage  and  ahrewd  iu  council 
as  he  was  adroit  and  daring  in  the  lield,  had  aided 
the  yoiilhfu!  Prince  Alfonso  iu  completing  the 
trnnquiliznlion  of  Murcia,  and  leaving  him  ii 
quiet  administrnlion  ofafiairs  in  that  kingdom,  had 
since  been  on  a  pious  and  political  mission  t 
court  of  Rome.  He  arrived  most  opporlunely  at 
Marios,  to  aid  the  king  with  Iiis  counsels,  for  ttier« 
was  none  in  whose  wisdom  and  loyally  the  king 
had  more  conSdence. 

The  grand  tnnster  listened  to  all  ihe  plai 
Ihe  king  for  the  humiliation  of  the  haughty  King 
of  Granada ;  he  ihou  gravely  but  most  respectfully 
objected  to  the  course  tlie  king  was  pursuing.  He 
heM  the  mere  ravaging  the  country  of  lilile  ulti- 
mate bcneflt'  It  haraesed  and  irritated,  but  did 
not  destroy  the  enemy,  while  it  fatigued  and  de- 
moralized the  array.  To  coTiquer  Ihe  country, 
they  must  not  lay  waste  the  field,  but  lake  the 
towns  ;  so  long  as  the  Moors  retained  their  strong*' 
holds,  BO  long  they  had  dominion  over  the  land. 
He  advised,  therefore,  as  a  signal  blow  Ic 
power  of  the  Moorish  king,  the  capture  of  the 
city  of  Jaen.  This  was  a  city  of  Immense  strength, 
the  bulwark  of  the  kingdom;  it  was  well  supplied 
with  provisions  and  the  munitions  of  war ;  strongly 
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into  bia  bauds ;  for  the  yeu-ly  psfmeat  of  one  half 
of  his  revenues ;  for  his  Hlteodanoe  at  ilw  eotim 
as  one  of  the  nobles  of  the  empire,  aod  his  aidiag 
CulOe  is  war  with  a  certoiu  noinber  of  butas- 

In  caapliaiKe  with  these  conlilioDa,  Jaen  w« 
giren  ap  to  the  Christian  kin;;,  who  oitend  it  >■ 
trinrnph  abont  the  exA  of  Febniaij-*  Hb  fim 
care  was  to  repair  in  graod  praceistaa,  beaTJiig 
the  holy  (tor;,  to  the  principal  moaqve,  wUek 
was  porified  and  sasdified  bjr  the  Biahop  of  Ctar- 
dova,  and  erected  into  a  catbedral  and  iaSjtmhtJ 
U  Uw  iBMl  bol  J  Vir]pa  Manr. 

He  maaiiHiil  sone  lime  in  Jaea,  ginig  rayon 
to  Ma  IP00|M»  rapdaline  Ae  afeira  of  thia  itpar 


seh<ea,aadaBn]il5iv«Birdii>glln  luitaU  aaJ  fto 
wbo  had  aided  hin  with  their  ptajtia. 

Aa  M  Abea  AlhaMr.  be  remed  to  Gnaada, 
wSwed  froa  appf«beasia«  of  im^eaSmf  ran  to 
Ua  bMigdewa,  bat  deeflr  bawalialejd  at  bar^  to 
<BMe  aader  (ha  yoke  of  vaawlage.     Hs  i 
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CHAPTER  XUI. 

It  the  SabmiMJon  of  Ihc 
ipMilioot  of  King  Fer- 
nando for  ■  Truce.  —  The  littir  is  eticounged  bj  k  Vifias 
to  undertakF  ths  Ciioqueal  of  (he  City  of  Seville.  —  Death 
at  Quc^tD  Bi^retiguela  —  A  Diplomatic  Harriage. 

|b'fgJ;|[NG  FERNANDO,  having  reduced  ihc 

M  R^^  ^'^"  '''"g''"'"  °''  Granada  lo  varaalage, 
KrilOigl  aiid  fortified  himself  iu  Andalusia  by 
ilie  possession  of  the  strong  citj  of  Jaen,  be* 
thought  him  now  of  returning  to  Castile.  Tliero 
was  but  one  Moorish  potentate  in  Spain  whose 
boBtilities  lie  had  to  fear:  this  was  Axalaf,  the 
King  of  Seville.  He  was  the  son  of  Aben  Had, 
and  succeeded  to  a  portion  of  hts  territories. 
Warned  by  the  signal  defeat  of  bis  father  at 
Xerez,  he  had  forborcie  lo  take  the  lield  ugainst 
the  ChristiaDS,  but  had  spared  no  paina  and  ex- 
pense to  put  the  city  of  Seville  in  the  hrgbeat 
stale  of  defense ;  sireiiglbening  ita  walla  and 
towera,  providing  it  nitli  munitions  of  war  of  all 
kinds,  and  exercising  his  people  continually  in 
the  use  of  arms.  King  Fernando  was  loth  to 
leave  lilts  great  frontier  in  its  present  unsettled 
state,  with  such  a  powerful  enemy  in  tiie  neigh- 
borhood, who  might  l.ike  advantage  of  hia  absence 
lo  break  into  open  hostility;  still  it  was   his   pol- 
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conquest  of  tbls  famous  city,  bnt  llitsu  were  Dot 
Buffiuieiit  lo  satisfy  the  holy  friars  who  have  writ- 
ten the  history  of  this  monarch,  Hnd  who  have 
found  a  reason  more  beliltiDg  hU  character  of 
saint.  Accordingly  we  lire  told,  by  the  worthy 
Fray  Antonio  Agapidn,  that  at  a  time  when  tlie 
king  w)Ls  in  deep  affliction  for  ihe  death  of  hh 
mother,  tlie  Queen  Berenguela,  and  was  pray- 
ing with  great  ferpor,  there  appeared  before  him 
Saint  Isidro,  the  great  ApoBtle  of  Spniii.  who 
bad  been  Archbishop  of  Seville  in  old  lim^ 
before  the  perdition  of  Spain  by  the  ftloon.  A* 
the  monarch  gazed  in  reverend  wonder  at  the 
vision,  the  saint  laid  on  him  a  solemn  injuncliM 
to  rescue  from  the  empire  of  Mahomet  his  dij 
of  Seville.  "  Que  nsi  la  llaroo  por  suya  en  1« 
patria,  suya  eo  la  silla,  y  Buys  en  la  proteccioo." 
"  Sueh,"  says  Agapida,  *■  was  the  true  reason  whj 
tbiB  pioDs  kiog  undertook  the  conquest  of  Sev 
ille ; "  end  in  this  assertion  he  is  supported  bj 
nuiny  Spanish  chroniclers;  and  by  Ihe  [rndilioitt 
of  the  Church  —  the  vision  of  San  Isidro  being 
read  to  this  day  among  its  services.' 

The  death  of  Queen  Berenguela,  to  which  w« 
have  juBt  advened,  happened  some  months  after 
the  conquest  of  Jaen  and  submission  of  Graiutdt. 
The  grief  of  the  king  on  hearing  the  tidiDg:a,  in 
are  told,  was  pni^t  description.  For  a  time  it 
quite  overwhelmed  him.  '■  Nor  is  it  much  to  be 
marveled  at,"  says  an  old  chronicler ;  ""  ibr  never 
did  monarch  lose  a  mother  so  noble  and  magnani- 
laous  in  all  her  actions.  She  was  indeed  accotn- 
1  Kodrigaez,  Ueaoriiu  del  Santo  Jteg,  c.  Iviii. 
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bad  u  fair  dnughlcr,  (he  Princess  Violante ;  aod 
tlie  grave  diplomatists  of  the  two  coiirtg  deter- 
mined that  it  were  better  the  two  cbildreo  should 
marry,  than  (he  two  fathers  should  fight  To 
tliis  Hrraogeinent  King  FcrnitDdo  and  King  Jajme 
gladly  nstieutcd.  They  were  both  of  Ihe  same 
failh ;  bo(h  proud  of  the  DRtne  of  Christian :  bolh 
sxalous  ill  driving  Mabome(ani»in  out  of  Spain, 
and  in  augmenting  their  empires  with  ita  spoils. 
Tlie  marriiige  was  accord i ugly  solemnized  in 
Valladolid  in  (he  inon(h  of  November  in  this 
same  year ;  and  now  Ihe  saintly  Kiug  Fernando 
turned  his  whole  energies  to  tliis  great  and  crowu- 
ing  achievement,  the  oouquest  of  Seville,  the  em- 
porium of  MahometaDiBm  in  Spain. 

Foreseeing,  as  long  as  the  moulh  of  the  Gua- 
dalquivir was  open,  the  city  cuuld  receive  rein- 
forcements and  supplies  from  Africa,  Ihe  king 
held  consullations  with  a  wealthy  man  of  BargoB, 
Hamon  Bonifaz,  or  Boniface,  by  name,  —  some 
say  a  native  of  France,  —  one  well  experienced 
iu  marilime  nfTnirs,  and  capable  of  fitting  out  and 
managing  a  fleet.  This  man  he  conaliiuled  his 
admiral,  and  sent  Lim  to  Biscay  to  provide  and 
arm  a  Heel  of  ships  nod  galleys,  with  which  to 
attack  Seville  by  water,  while  the  king  should  in- 
vest it  by  land. 


CHAPTER  XrV. 

InTRMment  or  SevillB  —All  Spiin  orogMd  toAmn.  — Sar- 
rcnder  of  ArdB  Del  Rio  —The  FImI  of  Admiral  Rjman 
Bonifaz  Advances  ap  Iha  Gu»d«tquiTir.  —  Don  Pe]>70 
Corren,  Mister  of  Sintlaso.  —  His  Valorons  Deeda  and  lbs 
Miraclen  wmugbt  iu  his  Behalf. 

3|i!F.N  it  W119  bruited  abroad  that  King 
I'lmrido  the  SHint  iiiiended  to  besiege 
I  llic  great  cily  of  Seville,  o.\\  Spain  was 
ronseil  to  nrms.  Tlie  mast(;rs  of  the  varions 
military  end  religious  orders,  the  ricos  liombres, 
th«  princes,  cavRliers,  bidalgoa,  and  every  une  of 
Castile  niid  Leon  capable  of  bearing  nrrae,  pre- 
pared to  lake  the  Geld.  Many  of  the  liobility  of 
Calalonia  and  Portugal  repaired  to  the  standard 
of  the  king,  as  did  other  cavaliers  of  worth  snd 
prowess  from  lands  far  beyond  the  Pyrenees. 

Prelates,  priests,  snd  monks  likewise  thronged 
to  the  army,  —  some  to  take  care  of  the  souls  of 
those  who  hazarded  their  liFes  in  this  holy  enter- 
prise, others  with  a  zealous  determi nation  lo  graap 
buckler  and  lance,  and  battle  with  the  arm  of 
flesh  against  the  enemies  of  God  and  the  Church. 

At  the  opening  of  spring  the  assembled  host 
issned  forth  in  shining  array  from  the  gales  of 
Cordova.  After  having  gained  possession  of  Car- 
mono,  and  Lora  and  Alcolea,  and  of  other  neigfa- 
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boring  place*,  —  somo  by  voluntary  sorreader, 
others  by  force  of  arni.'>,  —  the  king  crossed  the 
Guadalquivir,  with  great  difficulty  and  peril,  and 
made  hiniaelf  master  of  eeventl  of  tlie  moat  im- 
portant posts  in  the  ueigliborhood  of  Seville. 
Among  these  was  Alcala  del  Rio,  a  place  of  great 
consequence,  through  which  passed  all  the  succors 
from  the  mountains  to  the  city.  This  place  was 
bravely  defended  by  Axataf  io  persott,  the  com- 
mander of  Seville.  He  remained  in  Alcala  with 
three  hundred  Sloorish  cavaliers,  makiog  frequent 
sallies  upon  the  Christiana,  and  effectiug  great 
slaughter.  At  length  he  beheld  all  the  country 
around  laid  waste,  the  grain  burnt  or  trampled 
down,  the  vineyards  torn  up,  the  catile  driven 
away  and  the  villages  conaunted ;  so  that  nothing 
remained  to  give  sustenance  to  the  garrisoa  or 
the  inhabitants.  Not  daring  to  linger  there  any 
longer,  he  departed  secretly  in  (he  niglit  and  re- 
tired to  Seville,  and  the  town  surrendered  to  King 
Fernando. 

While  the  king  was  putting  Alcala  del  Rio  ia 
a  state  of  defense.  Admiral  Ramon  Bonilae  ar- 
rirod  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guadalquivir  with  a 
fleet  of  thirteen  large  ships  and  several  bduU 
veaseia  and  galleys.  While  he  was  yet  Loveriog 
about  the  land,  he  heard  of  the  approach  of  B 
great  force  of  ships  from  Tangier,  Ceuia,  and 
Seville,  and  of  an  army  to  assail  him  from  the 
shores.  In  this  peri]  he  scut  in  all  ^peed  fur 
succor  to  the  king ;  when  it  reached  (be  sea-coast 
the  enemy  had  not  yet  appeared  ;  wherefore,  think- 
ing it  a  false  alarm,  the  reinforcement  returned 
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to  the  camp.  Scnrcely,  however,  bad  it  departed 
when  the  Africans  csme  swarming  over  ihe  sea, 
tiaA  fell  upon  Ramon  Boiiifti?  with  a  greatly 
Bnperior  force.  The  sdmirHl.  in  no  way  dismayed, 
defended  himself  vigorously  —  sunk  several  of 
the  enemy,  took  a  few  prizes,  oud  put  the  rest  to 
flight,  remaining  master  of  tlie  river-  The  king 
had  heard  of  the  peril  of  the  fleet,  and,  crossing 
the  ford  of  the  river,  had  hastened  to  its  aid  ;  but 
when  ho  came  to  the  sea-coHSI,  he  found  it  vio- 
torioDS,  ai  which  he  was  greatly  rejoiced,  and 
commanded  that  it  should  advance  higher  up  the 

It  was  on  the  twentieth  of  Ihe  month  of  Au- 
gust that  King  Fernando  began  formally  ihe 
iiege  of  Seville,  having  encamped  iiis  troops, 
Binell  in  number,  hot  of  slont  hearts  and  valiant 
hands,  near  to  the  city  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
From  hence  Don  Felayo  Correa,  the  valiant 
Uafiter  ol'  Santiago,  with  two  hundred  and  Btxly 
horsemen,  many  of  whom  were  warlike  friare, 
Attempted  to  cross  the  river  at  the  ford  below 
Aznal  Farache.  Upon  this.  A  ben  Amaken, 
Uoorisb  king  of  Niebla,  sallied  forth  with  a  great 
boat  to  defend  the  pass,  and  the  cavaliers  were 
exposed  to  imminent  peril,  until  the  king  sent 
one  hundred  cavaliers  U>  their  aid,  led  on  by 
Kodrigo  Florcs  and  Alonzo  Teller  and  Feraan 
DiaSess. 

Thus  reinforced,  the  Master  of  Santiago  scoured 
the  opposite  side  of  ihe  river,  and  with  his  Utile 
array  of  scarce  four  hundred  horsemen,  mingled 
monka  and  soldiera,   spread   dismay  throughout 
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ibe  country.  They  attacked  the  town  of  Gelbcs, 
uid,  aAcr  a.  despernte  conibnt,  eiilereil  it,  sword 
in  hand,  elayitig  or  captaring  ihe  >fDors,  sod 
making  rich  booty.  They  mnde  repealed  assanlts 
upon  the  castle  of  Trinna,  and  had  bloody  com- 
bats with  its  garrison,  but  could  nut  take  llie 
place.  This  hardy  band  of  cavaJiers  hud  pitched 
their  tentA  and  formed  their  little  camp  on  the 
banks  of  the  rirer.  below  the  ctiElle  of  Aznal 
Farache.  This  forireea  was  situated  on  an  emi- 
nence above  the  river,  and  ita  massire  roinB,  re- 
maining nl  the  present  day,  attest  its  formidable 

When  the  Moors  from  the  castle  lowers  looked 
down  upon  this  little  camp  of  Christian  cavaliers, 
and  saw  ihem  sallying  forth  and  careering  about 
the  country,  and  returning  in  ihe  evenings  witli 
cavatgadas  of  nhecp  and  cattle,  and  mules  laden 
with  spoil,  and  long  trains  of  captives,  they  were 
exceedijigly  wrolh,  and  they  kept  n  n-nicb  upon 
thom,  and  sallied  forth  every  day  lo  light  with 
them,  and  lo  intercept  stragglers  from  their  camp, 
and  to  carry  off  their  horses.  Then  the  cava- 
lien  concerted  together,  and  they  lay  in  ambush 
one  day  in  the  road  by  which  the  Moors  were 
accustomed  to  sally  forth,  and  when  the  Moors 
had  pnrily  passed  their  ambush,  they  rui<bed 
forth  and  full  upon  them,  and  killed  and  captured 
above  ihree  hundred,  and  pursued  the  remainder 
to  the  very  gates  of  the  castle.  From  that  time 
the  Moors  were  so  disheartened  thai  they  made 
no  further  sallies. 

Shortly  afler,  the  Master  of  Santiago  receiving 
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secrel  intelligeace  that  n  Moorish  seik-captaiti  hod 
passed  from  Seville  to  TrJana,  on  his  vraj  to  aac- 
oor  the  CAstle  of  Aznnl  Farache,  pkced  himself, 
with  B  number  of  chosen  cuviiliera,  in  ambuacade 
at  a  pass  by  which  ihe  MoorH  were  expected  to 
oome.  Afier  wniling  »  long  time,  their  scouts 
brought  word  thiit  the  Moors  liad  taken  another 
road,  and  were  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on 
which  stood  the  caaile,  "  Cavaliers,"  cried  the 
master,  "  it  is  not  loo  late ;  let  us  first  use  our 
spars  and  then  our  weapons,  and  if  our  steeds 
prove  good,  (he  day  will  yet  be  ours."  So  say- 
ing, he  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  Ihe  rest  fol- 
lowing his  example,  ihey  soon  came  in  sight  of 
the  Moors.  The  latter,  seeing  the  Christians 
coming  after  them  full  speed,  urged  iheir  horsea 
ap  the  hill  towards  the  castle,  but  the  Christiana 
overtook  them  and  slew  seven  of  those  in  the 
rear.  In  the  skirmish,  Garci  Perez  struck  Ihe 
Moorish  captain  from  hb  horse  with  a  blow  of 
his  lance.  The  Christians  rushed  forward  lo 
lake  bim  prisoner.  On  seeing  this,  the  Moors 
tunied  back,  threw  tbemaelvee  between  their  com- 
mander and  his  assailants,  and  kept  the  latter  in 
check  while  he  was  conveyed  iijto  the  castle. 
Several  of  them  fell,  covered  with  wounds;  the 
residue,  seeing  their  chieftain  safe,  turned  their 
reins  aud  galloped  for  the  castle,  just  entering 
in  lime  to  have  the  gales  closed  upon  their  pur- 
Time  and  space  permit  not  lo  recount  the 
many  other  valorous  deeds  of  Don  Pelayo  Cor- 
rea,  the   good  Master  of  Santiago,  and  his   band 
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of  cavaliers  sad  cnooks.  Hia  little  camp  beouDe 
»  terror  to  (he  neigliborhood,  aod  cliecked  Uie 
sbIUw  of  ilie  Uoomb  monnUineere  from  the 
Sierra  Mureoa.  lu  one  of  his  enierprisca  he 
gaiited  a  signal  advantage  over  tlie  foe,  but  the 
appronch  of  night  ibrealeued  lo  defraud  him  of 
hie  victory.  Then  the  piou«  warrior  lifted  np 
bis  voice  and  »opplicaled  the  Virgin  Mary  in 
those  celebrnleil  wunU :  "  Santa  Maria  deten  to 
dia  "  (Holy  Mary,  iletaio  thy  day),  For  it  was  one 
of  the  duys  consecrated  lo  the  Virgin.  The 
hiessei!  Virgin  listened  lo  the  prayer  of  her 
valiant  votary ;  the  daylight  continued  in  a  eh- 
pernalural  manner,  until  the  victory  of  the  good 
Master  of  Sanliago  was  completed.  In  honor 
of  this  signal  favor,  he  aflerwards  erected  a  tem- 
ple to  the  Virgin  by  the  name  of  Nuestra  SeSon 
de  Tenrudia.' 

If  any  one  should  doabt  this  miracle,  wronght 
in  favor  of  tbis  pious  warrior  and  his  soldiers  of 
the  cowl,  it  inny  be  sufficient  to  relate  another, 
which  immcdialely  xuccceded.  and  which  sbowB 
how  peculiarly  lie  was  under  the  fuvor  of  Hea- 
ven. After  the  battle  wils  over,  his  followers 
were  ready  to  fHini  with  thirst,  and  could  6»d  t» 
stream  or  fountain  i  and  when  the  good  master 
saw  the  disirGi>s  of  his  soldiers,  Lis  heart  was 
(oDched  with  eompasEion,  and,  bethinking  himself 
of  the  mii'ncle  performed  by  Moses,  in  an  impulse 
of  holy  zeal  and  confidence,  and  in  the  nnme  of 
the  blessed  Virgin,  he  struclc  a  dry  and  barren 
rock  with  his  Ittnce,  and  instantly  there  gushed 

^  ZaniiiA,  Annalei  dt  Bivtila,  L.  1. 
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furth  8  fbnnliiiD  of  water,  at  which  all  his  Chris- 
tiaQ  soldiery  drank  nnd  were  refreshed.^  So 
inoch  flt  present  for  the  good  Master  of  Santiagu, 
Don  Pelayo  Corrua. 


CHAPTEE    XV. 


King  Fernando  changes  b 


—  Guci  Pem  lod  Ibe 


IJPjgjaiNG  FERNANDO  llie  Saint  soon 
K  »§y^  found  liis    cacainpmeut  on    the    banks 

lo  tlie  FiudJen  sallies  and  inaalte  of  tlie  Moore. 
Aa  ilii;  land  was  lerel,  they  easily  scoured  the 
ficlda,  carried  off  horws  and  siraggleni  frotn  the 
camp,  and  kf  pt  it  iu  conliniial  alarni.  He  drew  off, 
tbeicfore,  lo  a  securer  place,  called  Tablada,  the 
same  where  at  present  is  situated  tlie  liermilage 
of  Nueflra  ScBoi-a  de  el  Balme,  Here  he  had 
a  profound  dileb  digged  all  roood  the  camp,  to 
shut  up  the  paBsea  from  the  Moorish  cavalry. 
He  appointed  piitrola  of  horsemen  nl!«.  com- 
pletely armed,  who  couilnually  made  the  rounds 
of  the  camp,  in  successive  bunds,  at  all  hours  of 
the  day  and  night'  In  a  little  while  his  army 
was  increased  by  the  arrival  of  troops  from  all 
parts,  —  nobles,  cavaliers,  and  ricti  men,  with 
their  retainers,  —  nor  were  there  wanting  holy 
prelates,  who  assumed  the  warrior,  and  brought 
large  squadrons  of  well-armed  vaMuIs  to  the 
army.     Merchants  and  artificerR  now  daily  w- 

!   0™»u  Cu(.cn,  T.S,iviil. 
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Hveil,  uriil  waudering  minstreU,  a&J  people  of  nil 
scirls,  atiil  tiie  cHinp  appeared  like  a  warlike  city, 
where  rich  titid  suniptiioua  merchandise  wa^ 
mingled  wllh  the  cpteiidor  of  arms;  and  Ihe 
vurious  colora  of  llie  leiita  and  pavilions,  and  llie 
flutleriiig  standards  and  pennons  bearing  the 
piinled  devices  of  the  proudest  houses  of  Spain, 
were  gay  and  glorious  to  heliold. 

Wlien  Ihe  king  had  establislied  llie  camp  in 
Tablmia  he  ordered  thai  every  day  the  forngen 
should  sally  forlh  in  search  of  provisions  and 
provender,  guarded  by  strong  bodies  of  troops. 
The  varrons  chiefs  of  (ho  nriny  look  turns  to 
Dnmniand  the  guard  who  escorted  the  foragers. 
One  day  it  was  ihe  turn  of  Garci  Perez,  Ihe 
cavalier  who  had  killed  the  king  of  the 
Asuteti.  He  was  a  hardy,  iron  warrior,  seasoned 
•nd  scarred  Id  warfare,  and  renowned  among 
i,-<)th  Moors  and  Chrisliuns  fur  his  great  prowess, 
bia  dnriug  courage,  and  his  caolncss  in  the  midst 
of  danger.  Garci  Perez  had  lingered  in  the 
camp  until  some  time  after  the  foragers  had  de- 
parted, who  were  already  out  of  sight.  He  at 
length  sel  out  to  join  them,  accompanied  by 
soother  cavalier.  They  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  they  perceived  seven  Moorish  genetes,  or 
■horsemen,  directly  in  their  ruad.  When  the 
companion  of  Gnrci  Perez  beheld  such  a  formid- 
able array  of  foes,  he  paused  and  said  :  "  Se&or 
Perez,  let  us  relurii ;  ihe  Miwrs  are  seven  and 
we  but  two,  and  there  is  no  law  in  the  dncBo 
which  obliges  us  to  make  front  against  such  fear- 
ful odds." 
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To  Ihii*  Garci  PercB  replied  : 
always  foiwni'il ;  let    us    conlirii 


"  Sefior,  forwRrd, 

e  Moora  will  ne?er  wnit  for  ub."  The  other 
caTaliei',  however,  exclaimed  Bucli  rni'liiiess,  and 
turning  llie  reiiis  of  lu's  hurse.  returned  mt  pri- 
valely  as  possible  lo  the  camp,  and  liiisteiied  to 
hia  lent. 

All  this  hnppcned  within  mglit  of  the  cnmp. 
The  king  whb  nl  the  door  of  his  royul  lent, 
which  stood  on  a  rising  groiiiid  mid  ovtrlooked 
the  pliice  where  this  occurred.  When  ihe  king 
Mkw  one  cnvfllier  return  aud  iho  otiier  coiiiinue, 
tiolwithsliuiding  llial  there  were  seven  Muors  in 
the  rond,  iie  ordered  ihut  some  hoi^emeu  sbould 
ride  fotth  to  his  aid. 

Upon  iliia  Don  Lorenzo  Xuarez,  who  was  with 
the  king  and  had  seen  Gnrci  Perez  Eally  forth 
from  the  eiimp,  said  :  "  Your  mnjesly  may  leave 
that  cavalier  lo  himself;  that  is  Gnrci  Peres, 
and  he  has  uo  need  of  aid  against  seven  Uoors. 
If  the  Moors  know  him  they  will  not  meddle 
with  him ;  and  if  they  do,  your  majesty  will  see 
what  kind  of  a  cavalier  he  is." 

They  continued  to  waich  the  cavalier,  who 
rode  on  tmnqDilly  as  if  in  no  apprehension. 
When  he  drew  nigh  to  the  Moors,  who  were 
drawn  up  on  each  side  of  the  road,  he  took 
bis  arms  from  his  squire  and  ordered  him  not 
to  separate  from  him.  As  he  was  lacing  his 
morion,  an  embroidered  cap  which  he  wore  on 
hia  head  fell  lo  the  groand  wilhout  his  per- 
ceiving it.  Having  laced  the  capellina,  he  oou- 
linued    on    his   way,    Btid    his  squire  after  him. 
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When  ihe  Moors  Raw  hjni  iii'iir  by  tiicy  knew 
by  \ii»  iirma  that  it  wiw  Grtrci  Perei,  imd  be- 
thinking ihcin  of  his  gmnt  renown  for  terrible 
deeds  in  ai'nia,  ihoy  did  not  ilni'e  to  ailnck  him, 
t  iilong  the  roud  even  with  him,  lie  oo 
one  side,  they  on  Ihe  other,  mnkin;;  nmniices. 

Gnrci  Pci^z  went  on  hia  road  with  great 
serenity,  without  mnking  nny  movenient.  Wlieo 
(lie  Moors  saw  that  he  heeded  not  their  menaces, 
they  turned  round  and  went  back  to  about  the 
plMCe  where  be  dropped  \\u  cap. 

Hiivlng  arrired  at  some  di^tsnce  frnm  Ihe 
Moors,  he  look  off  bis  amis  lo  return  ihcm  to 
his  squire,  and  unlacing  the  capelliria,  found  that 
the  cnp  WHS  wauting.  He  asked  the  liquire 
for  it,  hot  ihe  latter  knew  nothing  about  it.  See- 
ing that  it  had  fiiJIen,  lie  again  demanded  Lis 
arms  of  Ihe  squire  and  rtiUirned  in  smirch  of 
it,  telling  bis  squire  to  keep  close  behind  him 
and  look  out  well  for  it.  The  squire  remon- 
etrtited.  ■' What,  aeiior,"  said  be,  "will  yon  re- 
turn tind  place  yonrself  in  such  great  peril  for 
capa  ?  Have  you  not  already  done 
for  your  honor,  in  paasiug  so  dai'ingly 
by  seven  Moor.',  and  have  you  not  been  sin- 
gularly favored  by  fortune  iu  eacapii 
and  do  you   seek   again   to   tempt   for: 

o  more,"  replied  Garcl  Perez  ;  "  that 
'orked  for  me  by  a  fair  lady;  I  hold 
it  of  great  value.  Besides,  doat  tliou  not  see 
that  I  have  nol  a  head  to  be  without  a  cap  P " 
Eluding  to  the  baldness  of  hts  head,  which  had 


unhurt. 


4dC   cBMOstcLt  or  rxMXAxao  tme  mmst. 


CHRONICLE  OF  FERNANDO   THE  SAJNT.    487 

the  recreant  cavalier,  but  he  always  replied  that 
he  did  not  know,  although  he  knew  full  well 
and  saw  him  daily  in  the  camp.  But  he  was  too 
generous  to  say  anything  that  should  take  away 
the  fame  of  another,  and  he  charged  his  squire 
that  never,  by  word  or  look,  he  should  betray 
the  secret ;  so  that,  though  inquiries  were  often 
made,  the  name  of  that  cavalier  was  never  dis- 
covered. 


'9' 


btJMW*  TtiwB  and  SeriBe^  I7  wftadi  iha  d^ 
derived  its  tmttaamte  froM  ik«  eppBale  ama}'. 
TW  Hoan  a*  ikev  pnfl.     If  tUi  pM  «vn 
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of  Iriiopa,  to  advance  at  the  §ame  time  with  the 
luA.  The  rafl  was  preceded  by  sevenil  vessels 
veil  armed,  to  sttank  the  Christian  shipH,  while 
the  soldiei's  on  the  rafl  should  hurl  od  board  their 
pots  of  fire ;  and  at  length,  setting  all  the  com- 
bustibles in  a  blaze,  should  send  the  I'af^  flaming 
into  the  midst  of  the  hostile  fleet,  aud  wrap  it  in 
one  general  conflagration. 

When  everything  was  prepared,  the  Moors  set 
off  by  land  and  water,  confident  of  success.  But 
they  proceedti<l  in  a  wild,  tiregular  manner, 
shouting  and  sounduig  drums  and  trumpets,  and 
began  to  attack  the  Christian  ships  fiercely,  bat 
without  concert,  hurling  their  pots  of  fire  from  a 
distance,  filling  the  air  with  smoke,  but  falling 
ibort  of  their  enemy.  The  tumultuous  uproar 
of  their  preparations  bad  pnt  all  the  Christians 
on  their  guard.  The  bold  Bonifoz  waited  not  to 
be  assailed  ;  he  boarded  the  raft,  attai'ked  vigor- 
ously its  defenders,  put  many  of  them  to  the 
sword,  and  drove  tlie  rest  into  the  water,  and 
Booceeded  in  extinguishing  the  Greek  tire.  He 
then  encountered  the  ships  of  war,  grappling 
them  and  fighting  hand  to  hand  from  ship  to 
ship.  The  action  was  furious  and  bloody,  and 
lasted  all  the  day.  Many  were  cut  down  in 
Aight,  many  fell  into  the  water,  and  many  in 
despur  threw  themselves  in  and  were  dmwned. 

The  battle  had  raged  no  leas  fiercely  upon  the 
land.  On  the  side  of  Seville,  the  trcops  bad 
issued  from  the  camp  of  King  Fernando,  while 
OB  the  opposite  shore  the  brave  Master  of  San- 
tiago, Don   Pelayo  Perez  Correa,  with  his  war- 
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riors  and  fighliug  friRre,  bad  made  sharp  vork 
with  tho  enemy.  Tu  tliU  way  a  triple  batlie  was 
carried  on ;  there  was  the  rush  of  sqnadroas.  llie 
cLuh  of  armn,  and  tlie  din  of  drums  and  trum- 
pets on  ^tliur  bank,  while  the  rirer  was  co\^red 
with  Teesels,  tearing  each  other  to  pieces  as  it 
were,  their  crews  fighting  in  tlie  midst  of  flames 
and  smoke,  the  waves  red  with  l>lood  aad  filled 
with  the  bodies  of  the  slain.  At  lcn;;lh  the 
Cliristiiius  were  victorious ;  most  of  the  enemies' 
resscU  were  taken  or  destroyed,  a:ict  on  either 
shore  the  Moors,  broken  and  discomfited,  fled, — 
those  on  the  one  side  for  tlie  gates  of  Seville, 
and  those  on  the  other  for  the  castle  of  Triaua, 
—  pursued  with  great  slaughter  by  the  victors. 

Not  withstanding  the  great  destruction  of  their 
fleet,  the  Moors  soon  renewed  their  attempts 
upon  the  ships  of  Ramon  Boni&z,  for  they  knew 
that  tlie  salvation  of  tie  dty  reijuired  the  freedom 
of  the  river.  Succor  arrived  from  Africa,  of 
ships,  with  troops  and  provisions;  they  rebuilt 
■lie  fire-ships  which  hnd  been  destroyetl,  and  in- 
cessant combats,  feints,  and  stratagems  took  plane 
daily,  both  on  land  and  water.  The  odmiraJ 
stood  in  great  drcail  of  tlie  Greek  fire  used  by 
the  Moors.  He  canaed  large  stakes  of  wood  \o 
be  placed  in  the  river,  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
tbe  fire-ships,  Tbb  for  some  time  was  of  avail ; 
but  the  Moore,  watching  an  opportunity  when 
the  sentinels  were  asleep,  came  and  threw  cables 
round  the  stakes,  and  fastening  the  other  ends  to 
their  vessels,  made  all  sail,  and,  by  the  help  of 
wind  and  oars,  tore  away  the  stakes  and  carried 
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ihfiu  off  with  shouts  of  triumph.  TIii!  cliimor- 
oua  eKultation  of  tbe  Moors  lietrayed  them. 
The  Admiral  Bonlfai  was  aroused.  With  a  few 
of  the  L'ghtest  of  his  vessels  he  immediately  pur- 
iubd  the  enemy.  He  came  upon  them  so  sud- 
denly that  they  were  too  much  liewilrtered  either 
to  fight  or  fly.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
waves  in  alTright ;  others  attempted  to  make  re- 
usttmce  and  were  cut  ilowu.  Tbe  admiral  took 
foDr  barks  laden  with  arms  and  provisions,  and 
with  these  returned  in  triumph  to  his  fleet.' 

1  Cromica  CMi'en,  L.  3.  j  IS.     Cronicn  Gentral,  pt.  4.     Oeil- 
ica  tit  Sanla  ifcj,  c.  iif>. 


CHAPTER   XVn. 


(be  Stout   Prior.  Fem 

n  Rufi.  ind  liow  he  rncned  fail 

■Kin  from  tlie  Moor?.  - 

-  Funhft  EnterpriM*  of  Ihe  Pnor, 

|jjiU*^MT  liiipppeiied  oni;  dny  that  a  grfgt  port 
^C  Bh  "'  ''"^  ciiviLliera  of  Ilie  army  wtre  nbsent, 

try,  olliers  gnariliiig  the  TiirHgere,  and  olliers  gone 
Iv  receivfi  tlic  Prince  Alfonao,  who  wns  on  his 
WHj  lo  tbe  cnmp  from  Murcin.  Al  tljie  lime  leo 
Moorish  caviilit;r8,  or  ihe  brnve  liiienge  of  ihe 
Azules,  6ndijig  Ilie  ChrisLinn  camp  but  llntily 
peopled,  ciime  pioivliiig  nbout,  seeking  where  they 
miglil  ronku  a  bold  itii-ond.  As  Uiej  were  on  the 
lookout  they  c«nii!  lo  that  part  of  Ihe  cnmp  where 
were  the  ttnts  uf  (he  stout  Friar  Ferran  Ruyz, 
prior  of  the  hospirHl.  The  aiout  prior,  nnd  liis 
figliling  brethren,  were  as  good  nt  rnraging  as 
fighting.  Annitid  their  guRHers  there  were 
fioveral  sleek  oows  grazing,  whieh  ihey  hnd  carried 
off  fi'oiii  the  Moors.  When  the  Aziiles  saw  thege, 
they  thouglit  tu  make  a  good  prize,  nnd  lo  bear 
off  the  prior's  cHllle  as  a  trophy.  Careering 
lightly  round,  llierefore,  between  the  cattle  nnd 
the  camp,  lh<^y  began  to  drive  iheni  towards  ibt: 
city.  The  nhirm  was  given  in  the  camp,  nnd  six 
Sturdy  frinrs  sullied  forth,  on  foot,  uiih  two  cav- 
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kliere,  in  paisnit  of  tbe  vamrwoAm.  Tho  |>rior 
bimseir  wm  roused  \>j  tb«  noiM ;  when  he  heitnl 
thai  tlie  beeved  ot  ilw  Chur^  inn  in  diiiigvr  bis 
ire  WAS  kindlt-d ;  aud  buckling  on  bts  amiur.  lie 
mounted  his  3tee<l  and  galloped  furiously  lii  ilia 
aid  of  his  vnliunt  friars,  niid  tlie  njscuo  of  bin 
cattle.  Tlie  Moors  attempieil  rn  i)r<>e  on  tho  lag. 
giiig  and  full-fed  kine,  but  tiiiditi)i  ilic  t-nem/  dnao 
upon  them,  ihey  were  obliged  lu  ntiHuduu  llietr 
spoil  among  the  olive-trees,  and  to  rolrcnt.  Tho 
prior  then  nnve  the  cattle  in  ehnr|^  to  n  Rqutro, 
to  drive  them  hnck  lo  the  cnmp.  Ho  would  hav« 
returned  himself,  but  hia  friitra  hnd  contitiuml  on 
for  some  distance.  The  sloiit  prior,  llierefuro, 
gave  epura  to  bis  horse  and  galloped  bt'j'uTid  ihoio, 
to  turn  them  hack.  Suddenly  jjrunt  shoutB  nitd 
cries  arose  before  and  behind  lilm,  and  an  am* 
buscade  of  Moors,  both  horse  and  foot,  came  rush- 
ing  out  of  a  ravine.  The  «lnut  Prior  of  8kii 
Juan  saw  thHt  there  was  no  relreiit;  and  bo  dis- 
dained Co  render  biinself  a  priiiuner.  Comtnond- 
iDg  himself  lo  his  patron  saint,  and  bracing  bla 
shield,  he  charged  bravely  nmong  the  MoorH,  and 
began  to  la;  about  him  wilb  n  holy  xenl  of  itpirit 
aod  a  vigorous  nrm  of  fieib.  Evi*ry  bluw  (bat 
be  gave  was  in  the  name  of  Son  •fiinn,  and  ever)' 
blow  laid  ail  inRiIel  in  the  dust,  flis  friars,  *M- 
iog  the  peril  af  their  leader,  c>m«  miming  In  bk 
■id,  acoompanicd  \ij  a  number  of  cavaJicr*.  TlMry 
nubed  into  the  fight,  sliviiting,  ■*  Kan  Joan  I  Han 
Juan !  '  and  brgaa  lo  deal  MMh  tuiriy  blowa  ai 
Mvored  more  nl  the  cawfi  than  of  (Iw  cMrtar. 
G««at  and  fierce  waa  lU*  Mrsgfle  bttWMa  ocrwl 
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horsemen  make  good  ihejr  retre&t  into  ilie  city, 
autil  llie  pon-erful  arm  of  ihe  Chureh  hail  visited 
their  rear  with  pious  vengennoe.'  Nor  did  the 
chaslisemenl  of  Heacen  end  here.  Tlie  stout 
prior  of  the  hospital,  being  once  aroused,  was  full 
of  ardor  and  enterprise.  Concerting  with  the 
Prince  Don  Enrique,  find  the  Musters  of  Cala- 
irava  aud  Alcantara,  and  the  viiliuiit  Loreuzo 
Xuarez,  they  mitde  a  sudden  assnult  by  night  on 
the  Huburb  of  Seville  cnlled  Benaljofar,  nnd  broke 
their  way  into  it  with  fire  and  sword.  The  Moora 
were  routed  from  their  sleep  by  Ihe  flames  of  Ibeir 
dwellings  and  the  shouts  of  the  Chrisiinna.  There 
wu  hard  and  bloody  fighting.  The  prior  of  the 
hMpilnl,  wilb  hi»  valitint  friars,  wa-t  in  the  fiercest 
of  ihe  action,  and  their  war-cry  of  "  Sun  Juan  ! 
San  Juan  !  "  was  beard  in  all  parts  of  ihe  suburb. 
Many  houses  were  burnt,  many  sacked,  many 
Moors  slain  or  taken  prinoners,  and  the  Chris^an 
knights  and  warrior  friars,  having  gat!iered  to- 
gether a  great  cuvalgada  of  the  fiocks  and  lierds 
which  were  in  the  surburb,  drove  it  off  in  triumph 
to  the  camp,  by  the  light  of  the  blazing  dwellings, 
A  like  inroad  wan  made  by  the  prior  and  the 
nine  cavaliers,  n  few  niglits  Afterwards,  iiilo  the 
suburb  calltd  Mucarenn,  which  ihey  laid  waste 
in  like  manner,  bearing  off  wealthy  spoils.  Such 
was  the  pious  vengeance  which  The  Moor's  brought 
upon  themselves  by  meddling  wiib  the  kiue  of 
the  Blout  prior  of  the  hospital. 

1  Civuiai  Ccacri],  pi.  4,  p.  ^S. 
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the  proof  to  iht  Moors,  by  going  iilope  and 
striking  the  points  of  their  laiiees  in  the  gale  of 
tbe  city. 

No  Mwuer  was  thia  mad  bravado  agreed  upon 
thsQ  they  turned  ibe  reins  of  their  horaes  and 
made  for  Seville.  The  Moorish  sentinels,  from 
the  towers  of  tlie  gale,  saw  three  Christ iaii 
knigbts  advnDCing  over  the  phiin,  and  supposed 
them  to  be  messengers  or  deaei'tci-s  from  the 
krmy.  When  the  cavaliers  drew  near,  each 
struck  his  lance  against  the  giite,  imd  wheeling 
roDiid,  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  retreated.  The 
Moors,  considering  this  a  scoriii'ul  defiance,  were 
violently  exasperated,  and  sullied  forth  in  great 
aumbers  to  revenge  the  insult.  They  soon  were 
hard  ou  the  traces  of  the  CItrtstinn  cavaliers. 
The  tir^^t  who  turned  to  fight  with  them  was 
Alfonso  Tello,  being  of  a  fiery  and  impatient 
spirit.  The  second  was  Garci  Perez ;  the  third 
was  Don  Lorenzo,  who  waited  until  the  Moors 
came  up  with  them,  wiien  he  braced  his  shield, 
couched  bis  lance,  and  look  the  whole  brunt  of 
their  charge.  A  desperate  Bght  look  place,  for 
though  iho  Moors  were  overwhelming  in  number, 
the  CHvaliem  were  three  of  the  most  valiwit  war- 
riors in  Spain.  The  conflict  was  beheld  from 
the  cnmp.  The  alarm  was  given  ;  the  Christian 
cavaliers  hastened  to  the  rescue  of  their  compan- 
ions in  arms ;  squadron  after  squadron  pressed 
lo  the  field,  the  Moors  poured  out  reinforce- 
ments from  the  gate ;  in  this  way  a  general 
battle  ensued,  which  lasted  a  great  part  of  the 
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day,  until  the  Moor''  were  viuiquisheiJ  uid  driTcn 
wittam  their  walls. 

There  was  one  of  ibe  gates  of  Seville,  <»Ueil 
the  g&te  of  Ihe  Alcazar,  which  led  out  to  a  snudl 
bridge  over  the  Guadayra.  Ont  of  this  gate  (he 
llloors  Ofed  to  make  frequeol  sallies,  tt>  fall  snd- 
denlj  npou  the  Christian  camp,  or  to  sweep  off 
tlie  flocke  and  herds  about  ii^  oat«kirl«,  and  then 
10  ?(roar  back  to  the  bridge,  beyond  which  it  was 
d&n^roQB  to  par^ne  them. 

The  defense  of  this  part  of  the  camp  was  in- 
trusted to  those  two  vallaiit  compeers  in  arms, 
Gnrci  Perez  de  Vsrgaj"  and  Don  LoreoEO 
Xuarez :  and  they  determined  to  take  ample 
revenge  upon  the  Moors  for  all  the  deprediitioiu 
they  had  committed.  They  chose,  therefore, 
about  two  !iiindre<]  hitrdy  cavaliers,  the  fiower 
of  those  seasoned  warriors  (m  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Guadalquivir,  who  formed  the  little  army 
of  the  good  Master  of  Snntiago.  When  they 
were  all  araembled  together,  Don  Lorenzo  put 
them  in  ambnsh.  in  the  way  by  which  (he  Moors 
were  accustomed  to  pttss  in  their  maraudings,  and 
he  inEtnicted  them,  in  pursuing  the  Moors,  to 
Etop  at  the  bridge,  and  by  no  means  to  pass  be- 
yond it;  for  between  it  and  the  cjty  lliere  was  a 
great  host  of  the  enemy,  and  the  bridge  was  so 
narrow  that  to  retreat  over  it  would  be  perilons 
in  the  extreme.  This  order  was  giveu  to  all. 
but  was  pnrticularly  intended  for  Gard  Perez, 
to  restniiii  hts  daring  spirit,  which  was  ever  apt 
to  ran  into  peril. 

T^y  had  not  been  long  in  ambush  when  ihey 
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beiifl  liie  distant  tramp  of  tbe  enemy  upun  lliu 
bridge,  anii  faUDd  that  the  Moora  were  upoii  llw 
Ibrage.  They  kept  coucealed,  and  the  Moon 
passed  bj  ihem  in  careless  and  irregular  miinner, 
us  men  npprehending  no  danger.  Seurca  hud 
tliey  gone  by  when  the  eavaliers  rushed  forth, 
charged  into  the  midst  of  them,  and  threw  them 
all  into  confusion.  Many  were  killed  or  ovor- 
Ihrown  in  the  shock,  the  rest  took  lo  flight,  and 
made  at  full  npued  for  the  bridge.  TAot^l  of  tbo 
Chrifltiwn  soldiers,  according  to  orders,  slopped  at 
the  bridge;  but  Don  Lorenzo,  with  a  few  <if  hli 
cavaliera,  followed  the  enemy  half  wiiy  ncross, 
milking  ^at  havoc  in  that  imrniw  piisx.  Many 
of  the  Moors,  in  their  panie.  Hung  thumselveA 
froni  the  bridge,  and  perished  in  the  Guadayrai 
others  were  cut  down  and  trampled  under  the 
hoofs  of  friends  and  foes.  Don  Lorenxo,  in  tbe 
heat  of  the  tight,  cried  aloud  iucessuuily,  defying 
the  Moors,  and  proclaiming  his  name,  —  "  Turn 
hither!  turn  hither!  'Tis  I,  Lorenzo  Xniirex  !" 
But  few  of  [he  Moors  cured  (o  took  biju  in  tbe 
face. 

Don  Lorenzo  now  relumed  to  hii  uiVHliem, 
but  on  lookitig  round,  Garci  Perez  wa^  iioi  tu  be 
seen.  All  were  disranyed,  fearing  some  evil  for- 
tune bad  befallen  him;  wben,  on  culing  llinlr 
eyes  beyond  tbe  bridge,  tbey  iaw  him  mi  (he  op> 
posiie  side,  gurrouudcd  by  Moon  and  H-JniXng 
with  dcfperale  valor. 

*•  Garci  Perei  has  deceived  u«,"  aaid  Don  Lo- 
renzo, "and  has  pawed  the  bridge,  ooiilriiry  lo 
agreetDenl.     But  lo  tbe  rescue,  cunmdtiii !  uever 
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li-[  it  bt-  snid  (bat  fa<i  good  u  cavalier  as  Ganj 
Peruz  was  loat  for  wani  of  our  assistance." 
■ajiiig,  Ihey  ull  put  xpurti  lo  iheir  horses,  nishfld 
again  upon  ihe  bridge,  imi  broke  their  way  acroai, 
culling  down  and  uverturuing  the  Moon,  and 
driving  great  numbers  lo  fling  tbeimelves  iota 
the  rivL-r.  When  thi^  Moors  tvlio  had  surrounded 
Garci  Peres  saw  ibJa  baud  of  cavalien  rushing 
&oni  the  bridge,  they  turned  to  defend  iheio- 
ielves.  The  contest  was  fierce,  but  brokeo; 
muiiy  oi'  the  Moors  look  refuge  in  Ibe  river,  but 
the  Christians  folloned  and  slew  them  among  the 
Wftvi;::!.  Tlity  continued  fighting  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  day,  quite  up  to  the  gate  of  the  Altai- 
Ear;  and  if  the  chronicles  of  Ibe  times  speak 
with  their  ui-ual  veracity,  fall  three  thousand  infl- 
deU  bit  Ihe  dust  on  that  occasion.  When  Don 
Lorenzo  relumed  to  the  camp,  and  was  in  pre*- 
ence  of  the  king  and  of  nuinerous  cavalieili 
greal  encomiums  were  pa».><ecl  upon  his  valor; 
but  he  modestly  replied  that  Garci  Peres  had 
that  day  intide  them  good  soldiers  by  force- 

From  that  time  forward  the  Moors  attempted 
no  further  inroads  into  the  camp,  ao  Mvere  a 
ltui.-H>ii  had  they  received  from  these  brave  cava- 
tiers.' 

The  cily  of  Seville  was  connected  with  the 
suburb  of  Triaua  by  ii  strong  bridge  of  boais, 
faatciied  together  by  maiSBive  chains  of  iitju.  By 
ihie  bridge  a  constant  communication  waa  kepi  op 
between  Triana  and  the  city,  and  mutual  nid  and 
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gupporl  passed  and  repassed.  Wliile  this  bridge 
reiDftined,  it  was  impossible  to  complete  the  in- 
vcBlraeni  of  the  city,  or  lo  capture  the  caaile  of 
Triann. 

The  bold  Admiral  Boiiifaz  at  length  cnaceived 
II  plan  to  break  this  bridge  asunder,  nud  thus  to 
ciit  off  >J1  communication  between  the  city  itud 
Tritina.  No  sooner  had  thia  Idea  entered  bb 
mind  than  he  landed,  and  proceeded  with  great 
speed  lo  the  royal  lent,  lo  lay  it  before  ibe  king. 
Then  a  consultation  waa  summoned  by  the  king 
of  ancieut  mariners  and  artificers  of  ships,  und 
other  persons  learned  in  maritime  afiiiirs  ;  and 
afler  Admiral  Bonifaz  had  propounded  his  plan, 
it  was  thought  lo  be  good,  and  all  preparations 
were  made  to  carry  it  iulo  efiect.  The  admiral 
took  Iwo  of  his  largest  and  strongest  ships,  and 
fortified  them  at  the  prows  with  solid  timber  aod 
with  plates  of  iron ;  and  he  put  within  them  a 
great  number  of  chosen  men,  well  armed  and 
provided  with  everything  for  attack  nml  defense. 
Of  one  he  took  the  command  himself.  It  wue 
the  third  day  of  May,  the  day  of  the  most  Holy 
Cross,  that  he  chose  fur  this  ;:rand  and  perilous 
attempt ;  and  the  pious  King  Fernando,  to  insure 
success,  ordered  that  a  cross  should  be  carried  as 
n  standard  at  the  masthead  of  each  ship. 

On  the  third  of  May,  towards  the  hour  of 
noon,  the  two  ships  descended  the  Guadalquivir 
For  eome  distance,  lo  gain  room  to  cojqo  up  with 
the  greater  violence.  Here  they  waited  Ibe  vis- 
ing of  the  tide,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  in  full  force, 
and  a  favorable  wind  had  sprung  up  from  the 
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stia,  they  lioUlud  anchor,  epread  nil  anil,  itnil  put 
themaelvea  in  ihc  midxt  of  the  current.  The 
whole  dhorea  were  lined  on  each  side  wilh  Chris- 
tian troops,  wntciiing  the  event  with  grout  niiKiety. 
The  king  and  the  Prince  Alfonso,  wiih  their  war- 
riors, on  iho  one  aide  had  drawn  close  to  the  dly 
to  prevent  the  aullying  forth  of  the  Mount,  wbife 
the  good  Miialer  uf  Santiago,  Don  Pelnyo  Ferei 
Corren,  kept  watch  upon  the  gates  uf  Triuna. 
The  M'Xira  crowded  the  tops  of  their  towcn, 
their  wiiUs  and  hon^ic-tops,  and  prepared  enjzines 
aud  weapons  uf  all  kind.i  tu  overwhelm  the  ships 
wilh  deslrueiioii. 

Twice  the  bold  admiral  set  all  sail  and  started 
OD  his  career,  and  twice  the  wind  died  awny  be- 
ibre  he  had  proceeded  hull'  bis  cotirso.  ShouU 
of  joy  and  derision  rose  from  the  walls  aod 
towers  of  Seville,  while  the  warriors  in  the  ship> 
began  to  fear  that  llielr  allempt  would  be  unsue- 
oeasful.  At  length  a  fresli  and  strong  wind  ar08« 
that  swelled  every  sail  and  sent  the  ships  ploa^- 
ing  up  the  wares  of  the  Guadalquivir.  A  dead 
silence  prevailed  among  the  hosts  on  either  I 
even  the  Moors  remained  silent,  in  fixed  and 
breathless  suspense.  Wlien  the  ships  arrived 
within  reach  of  the  walls  of  the  city  and  the  sub- 
urbs, a  tremendous  attack  was  commenced  from 
every  wall  and  tower ;  great  engines  discharged 
gioues  aud  ofienstve  weapons  of  all  kinds,  and 
flaming  pots  of  Greek  fire.  On  the  tower  of 
gold  wera  stationed  catapults  and  tbsi 
bows  that  were  worked  witb  craoka,  and  irDm 
betice  an  iron  shower  was  rained  upon  the  ahjpa. 
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The  Moora  in  Tnaoti  were  equally  active  ;  from 
every  wall  aDd  turret,  from  house-tops,  uad  from 
the  banks  of  the  river,  an  incessant  assault  waa 
kept  up  with  catapults,  cross-bows,  slings,  darts, 
and  everything  that  could  aiiiioy.  Through  all 
this  tempest  of  war,  tlie  ships  kept  un  their 
course.  The  Brst  ship  which  arrived  struck  the 
bridge  on  the  part  towards  Trinna.  The  shock 
resounded  from  sliore  to  shore,  the  whole  fabric 
trembled,  the  ship  recoiled  and  reeled,  but  the 
bridge  was  unbroken ;  and  shouts  of  joy  rose 
from  the  Moors  on  each  side  of  the  river.  Im- 
mediately after  came  the  ship  of  the  admirah 
It  struck  the  bridge  just  about  the  centre  with  a 
tremendous  crash.  The  iron  chains  which  bound 
the  boats  together  xnapped  as  if  they  had  been 
flax.  The  boats  were  crushed  and  shattered  and 
dung  wide  asunder,  and  the  ship  of  tlie  admiral 
proceeded  in  triumph  through  the  opea  space. 
No  sooner  did  the  king  and  the  Prince  Allbnao 
see  the  success  of  the  admiral,  than  they  pressed 
with  ibeir  troops  closely  round  the  city,  and  pre- 
vented the  Moors  from  sallying  forth  ;  while  the 
ships,  having  accomplished  their  enterprise,  extri- 
cated themselves  from  their  dangerous  situation, 
and  returned  In  triumph  to  their  accustomed  an- 
chorage. This  was  the  fatal  blow  that  dismem- 
bered Seville  from  Triana,  and  insured  the  duwn- 
fkll  of  the  city. 


CHAPTER    XIX- 

InveBtmeal  of  Triimii.  —  Garci  Perei  and  Uu  Infanion. 

I^^^N  llie  day  ELAer  the  breaking  of  the 
I^SH  '"■'''«''•  'he  king,  t!ie  Prince  Alfonso, 
^^^■1  '''C  I'rince  Enrique,  the  vtiriau?  maslers 
(if  iln"  oniei-s,  iind  a  great  part  of  the  army, 
crossed  tlie  GuaJalqnivir  and  commenced  an  at- 
tikcli  on  Triana,  n^hite  the  bold  Admirnl  BouUiiE 
approached  with  his  ships  and  assaulted  the  place 
from  the  water.  Bui  the  Christian  army  iras 
unprovided  with  ladders  or  machines  for  the 
attack,  and  fought  to  great  disadviiutage.  The 
Moors,  from  the  safe  shelter  of  their  walla  and 
towers,  rained  a  shower  of  missiles  of  all  kinds. 
At  they  were  so  high  above  the  Christiana,  their 
arrows,  darts,  anil  lances  came  with  the  greater 
force.  They  were  skillful  with  the  cross-bow, 
and  had  engines  of  such  force  that  the  darls  which 
they  discharged  would  sometimes  pass  through  a 
capatier  all  armed,  and  bury  iliemselves  in  the 

The  very  women  combated  from  the  wnlb, 
and  hurled  down  stones  thai  crushed  the  warriors 
benealli. 

While  the  army  was  closely  investing  Triana, 

and  Serce  encounters  were   daily  taking  place  be- 
^CrorUca  (itucral,  pt.  4,  3\l. 


CBRONICLE    OF  FERNANDO    THE  SAINT.     505 

Iween  Miwr  and  Chrisiian,  there  arrived  at  the 
camp  a  youthful  Infanzon,  ur  noble,  of  proud  lio- 
eoge.  He  brought  with  him  a  shining  train  of 
vaasaU,  all  newly  armed  and  appointed,  and  his 
owu  armor,  all  fresh  and  lustrous,  showed  none  of 
the  dents  and  bruif^es  nnd  abuses  of  the  war. 
As  this  gny  and  gorgeous  cavalier  was  patrolling 
the  camp,  with  several  ctivaJiei'S,  hti  beheld  Garoi 
Peres  pa^s  by,  in  armor  and  accoutrements  all 
worn  and  soiled  by.  the  hard  service  he  had  per- 
formed, and  he  saw  a  simitar  device  to  his  own, 
of  while  wBves,  emblazoned  on  the  scutcheon  of 
this  unknown  warrior.  Theu  the  uoblemiin  was 
highly  ruffled  and  incensed,  and  he  exclaimed, 
"  How  ia  this  ?  who  is  this  sorry  cavalier  that 
darea  to  bear  theae  devices  ?  By  my  faith,  he  , 
roost  either  give  them  up  or  ehow  his  reasons  for 
usurping  them. "  The  other  cavaliers  excliumed, 
"Be  cautious  how  you  apeak  ;  this  is  Gnrci  Pe- 
rez ;  a  braver  cavalier  weal's  not  sword  in  Spain. 
For  all  he  goes  thus  modestly  uud  quietly  about, 
he  is  a  very  lion  in  the  field,  nor  does  he  assume 
snylhing  that  he  cannot  well  maintain.  Should 
he  hear  this  which  you  have  said,  trust  us  he 
would  not  rest  quiet  until  be  had  terrible  satia- 
faciion." 

Now  so  it  happened  that  certain  mischief-mak- 
era  carried  word  to  Garci  Perez  of  what  the  no- 
bleman had  said,  expecting  to  see  him  burst  into 
fierce  indignation,  and  defy  the  other  to  the  field. 
But  Garci  Perez  remained  tranquil,  and  said  not 
a  word. 

Within   a  day  or  two   after,   there  was  a  sally 
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from  the  ca.iilc  of  Triiina  and  a  hot  nkiruiish  be- 
tween the  Moore  and  Christians ;  and  Garci  Pe- 
rez and  the  Inranzoti,  mid  a  number  of  cafolien, 
pursued  the  Moors  up  to  tlie  biirriere  of  the  coalle. 
Here  lite  enemy  rnllied  and  made  a  fierce  defease, 
and  killed  several  of  tht:  cavaliers.  But  Garci 
Perez  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  couching  iui 
InncB,  charged  among  the  thickest  of  (lie  foes,  and 
followed  by  a  handful  of  his  companions,  drove 
the  Moors  to  the  very  gates  of  Triana.  The 
Moors  aeeliig  how  few  were  their  pursuers  turned 
upon  them,  and  dealt  bravely  with  sword  and 
lance  and  mace,  while  stones  nod  durts  and  ar- 
rows were  mined  down  from  ihe  towers  above 
the  gates.  At  length  llm  Moors  look  refugt 
witliiu  the  walla,  leaving  the  field  to  the  victatnoaa 
cavaliers.  Garci  Pereai  drtw  off  coolly  and  calmly 
amidst  a  shower  of  missiles  from  the  wall.  Ha 
came  out  of  the  battle  with  his  armor  all  battered 
and  defaced  ;  his  helmet  bruised,  the  crest  broken 
off,  and  bis  buckler  so  dented  and  shattered  that 
the  device  could  scarcely  l»e  perceived.  On  re- 
turning to  the  barrier,  he  found  there  the  Infanzou, 
with  hia  armor  all  uninjui'cd,  and  his  armorial 
bearing  as  fre»h  m  if  jiiat  emblazoned,  for  the 
vautiting  warrior  had  not  ventured  beyond  the 
barrier.  Then  Garci  Perez  drew  near  tti  the  In- 
fanzon,  and  eying  him  from  head  to  foot,  "  Seilor 
cavalier,"  said  he,  "  you  may  well  dispute  ray 
right  to  wear  this  honorable  device  in  my  shield, 
since  you  see  I  lake  so  little  care  of  it  that  it  ti 
almost  destroyed.  You,  on  the  other  hand,  an 
worthy  of  bearing  it.     You  are  (he  guardian  augal 
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lOf  honor,  since  you  guard  it  so  cnreAilly  as  to  put 
it  to  no  risk.  T  will  only  observe  to  you  that  the 
word  kept  in  tim  scabbtiril  rusts,  and  the  Talor 
is  never  put  to  the  proof  becomcB  sullied."  ' 

At  these  TFords  ihe  Infnnzon  was  deeplj  hn- 
liliated,  for  he  saw  that  Garci  Perez  had  hoard 
of  his  empty  speeches,  and  he  ftlt  how  unworthily 
tie  had  spoken  of  so  valiant  and  magDaiiimoua  n 
ORvalier.  "  Seiior  cavalier,"  said  he,  "  pardon  my 
^oraitce  and  presumption  ;  you  itlone  are  worthy 
af  bearing  those  arms,  for  you  derive  not  nobility 
'from  them,  but  ennoble  them  by  your  glorious 
deeds." 

Then  Garci  Perez  blushed  at  Ihe  praises  he 
lud  thus  drawn  upon  himself,  and  he  regretted 
hnrslincss  of  his  words  towards  the  Infauzon, 
lie  not  merely  pardoned  hini  all  that  bad 
jMssed,  but  gave  him  his  hand  in  pledge  of  amity, 
aod  from  that  time  they  were  close  friends  and 
OompHnions  in  arms,' 

1  Otwkw  General,  pt,  4.     Cbronn  Gutica,  T.  J,  \  Ifl. 

'  Cronica  General,  pt,  4.     Cronica  del  Rey  Bimlo.     Corona 

iCkq,  T.  3,  $  16. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


e  Moorish  Inlulii 


WJSjBOrT  this  time  llien;  Hirived  in  Set- 
fm^  ille  iL  Moorish  alfaqui,  named  Orias,  mill 
2Q2JI  "  Inrgc  compuuj  oT  wurriun,  who  came 
lo  ibis  war  as  if  performiDg  n  pilgrimage,  tor  it 
was  coDsidered  a  lioly  war  no  )eHS  bj  iDtideU  iban 
Cbrisiioiis.  This  Oriaa  was  of  a  polilic  and  traft; 
uature,  and  he  suggested  lu  ibt  commander  of 
Seville  a  sirabigeni  by  which  they  might  get 
Prince  Alfonso  in  iheir  power,  and  compel  King 
Feriiaudo  to  raise  the  siege  by  way  of  ransom. 
The  counsel  of  Orias  was  adopted,  after  a  cooral- 
lation  with  the  principal  cavaliers,  and  measnics 
taken  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  a  Moor  was  sent, 
therefore,  as  if  secretly  and  by  stealth,  to  Prinoe 
Alfonso,  and  ofiered  to  put  him  in  posiej^inn  of 
two  lowers  of  the  wall,  if  he  would  come  in  per- 
Bou  to  receive  them,  which  towers  once  in  his 
poesession,  it  would  be  easy  to  overpower  tlae 
dty. 

Priuoe  Alfonso  listened  to  the  enToy  with  seem- 
ing e«geriit^a,  but  suspected  some  deceit,  and 
thought  it  unwise  to  put  his  pereon  in  such  jeop- 
Mdy.  Lest,  however,  lliere  bbould  be  tnith  lu 
fais  proposais,  a  party  of  diosen  cavaliers  were 
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of  lliu   1 


with  lliein  wn?  Don  Pero  Nufiez  de  Giizman, 
tUsgui^d  fis  the  prince. 

When  they  came  to  the  place  where  ihu  Moors 
had  appointed  to  meet  them,  ihey  beheld  a  party 
strongly  armed,  who  advanced  with 
sinister  looks,  and  atterapteil  lo  suri'onnd  Don 
Nunez,  but  he,  being  on  hia  gunrd,  put  spurs  to 
hia  horse,  aod,  breaking  through  the  midst  of 
them,  escaped.  His  companions  followed  bis  ex- 
Kiople,  all  but  one,  who  was  struck  from  hia  horse 
and  cut  to  pieces  by  the  Moors.^ 

Just  after  this  event  there  arrived  a  great  re- 
inTorcement  to  the  camp  from  the  city  of  Cor- 
dova, bringing  provisioDS  and  various  mtinitious 
of  war.  Finding  his  army  thus  increased,  the 
king  hiid  a  consultation  with  Admiral  lioDifaz, 
and  ilelermlned  completely  to  cut  otF  all  commu- 
nication between  Seville  and  Trlanii,  for  the 
Moora  still  crossed  the  river  occasionally  by  forU- 
When  they  were  about  to  carry  their  plan 
into  effect,  the  crafty  Alfaqui  Orias  crossed  to 
Triana,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Ganzules. 
He  was  charged  with  instructions  to  the  garrison, 
and  to  concert  some  mode  of  rtiuniliug  their 
forces,  or  of  effecting  some  blow  upon  the  Chria- 
tian  camp  ;  for  unless  they  could  effect  a  union 
and  cooperation,  it  would  be  impossible  lo  make 
much  longer  resistance. 

Scarce  had  Orios  passed,  when  the   Chriatian 

sentinels  gave  notice.     Upon  this,  a  detachment 

^^     of  the  Christian  army    immedialely  creased  aud 

^^k  I  Crimea  General,  pi.  4,  p.  434. 
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iSlO   aaumtCLt  or  rEMSASDo  rmm  maimt. 


M  ef  the 
Thn  tbei«C«Maf  (Mm 


dying  of   haagw  and    jiiww 

fimn  «ere  (tail;  H 

bgr  oMitiai 

tion  begaa  Co  bmk  oat  wnong  the  whahiMlB  of 

the  dijr.     Tbe  Hootwli  axniBuder  AxitaCUm- 

bMMdon  lo  capitnlale  mxb  King  Fenaado.  ft 
WM  a  hftfd  aod  bnmiliaiii^  atnggle  lo  nsigB 
thia  fair  dij,  tbe  qoeen  of  Andatnria.  tfae  Mat  of 
Uoornh  «wnj  and  splendor,  and  which  had  bees 
nader  Hooriah  doniui&lton  ever  siiuc  the  Co*- 
qoeiL 

Tbe  valiant  Axataf  endeavored  to  make  vaii- 
on  coaditions ;  iliat  King  Femaodo  shooU  rein 
the  riege  on  rec«iviog  ihe  tribute  whidi  had 
bilherto  bees  paid  to  the  tuiramamoUn.  Tli» 
bring  peremptorily  l-cfused,  be  offered  to  give  np 
a  third  of  the  dij,  and  iheu  half,  building  at  b^ 
own  coat  a  wall  fri  divide  the  MooHfh  part  from 
tbe  Chrisliaii.  King  Fernando,  liowever,  would 
listen  to  Qo  Hucli  lerms.  He  demanded  the  en- 
tire murender  of  the  place,  with  the  exception  of 
the  persons  and  effecia  of  the  inhabitants,  anil 
permitting  tbe  commander  lo  retain  possession  ( 


I 
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St.  Lucsr,  Amal  Faraclie,  and  Niebla.  The 
oommaoder  of  Seville  saw  llie  sword  saspended 
over  liis  head,  and  had  lo  Eubmit  j  Ihe  capitula- 
lioas  of  tlie  surrender  were  signed,  when  Axalaf 
made  one  last  reqiieai,  that  he  might  be  permit- 
ted to  demolish  tlie  grand  mosque  and  the  prin- 
dpal  lower  (or  Giralilii)  of  the  cily.'  He  felt 
that  these  woald  remain  perpetual  moiiumeiitB 
of  his  disgrace.  The  Prince  Alfonso  waa  present 
when  this  last  demand  was  made,  and  his  father 
looked  at  him  signiGcfUilly,  as  if  he  desired  the 
reply  to  come  from  his  lips.  The  prince  rose  in- 
digiJHnlly  and  exclaimed,  that  rf  tliere  should  be 
a  single  tile  missing  from  the  temple  or  a  single 
brick  from  the  lower,  it  should  be  paid  by  so 
many  tires  that  the  streets  of  Seville  should  run 
with  blood.  The  Moors  were  sileuced  by  this 
reply,  and  prepared  with  heavy  hearts  to  fulflU 
the  capilutation.  Oue  month  was  allowed  ihem 
for  the  purpose,  the  alcazar  or  citadel  of  Seville 
being  given  up  to  the  Christians  as  a  security. 

On  the  twenty-third  day  of  November  this 
important  fortress  was  surrendered,  aiier  a  siege 
of  eighteen  months.  A  deputation  of  the  prin- 
upal  Moors  came  forth  and  presented  King  Fer- 
nando with  ihe  keys  of  the  city ;  at  the  same 
time  the  aljamia,  or  council  of  the  Je«'s,  pre- 
sented him  with  the  key  of  Jewry,  the  quarter  of 
the  city  which  they  inhabited.  This  key  was 
notable  for  its  curious  workmanship.  It  was 
formed  of  all  kinds  of  metals.  The  guards  of 
it  were  wrought  into  letters,  bearing  the  fol- 
I  Marvma,  L.  13,  c.  T. 
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laTUij!  Rgnificatiou.  —  ■■  GoA  wiU  r^cn  ■ 
■rill  euler.~  On  Uie  ring  vnf  iD^^ribed  i 
—  •■  Tbo  King  ni  kings  will  cu'er ;  all  the  woHd 
win  bebold  bim."  This  kej  U  mil  pavserrcd  ia 
ifae  oilbfdrK]  I  if  SfnUr,  in  iIm  (dace  irbvnr  iv- 
pa9«'  ibe  Tvniaius  of  tbe  wnted  Caf  Ferauida.' 
Dariup  ibe  nicnilt  <^  gn«e  thr  Moai«  suU 
i^nei  oT  itieir  eSedi  b»  lltej'  conM  tut  tanj 
vidi  tbem,  an]  tbe  bng  prtn-iM  vessels  ftr 
cDoh  u  diose  to  deport  Jar  Afiica.  IJp«sid> 
of  one  Inadred  thoasud,  it  tt      " 


UZfTT.  ^1 

Hebrew. 


dKVHglMNit  nek  oT  tbe    iBiiteij  af 
■1  olOi  vemaiuoA  in  posBesMn  flf  fle 

'         I  ex|uiBd,  aad  Ike  dif 
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III  the  midsl  of  the  procesatoii  was  ilie  venera- 
ble effigy  of  the  most  Holy  Mary,  on  a.  triumphal 
car  of  Bilver,  wrought  with  adrairablB  iikill ;  and 
immedintely  afler  followed  the  pious  king,  with  u 
drawn  tiword  iu  hia  hand,  and  on  his  le(^  wii» 
Prince  Alfonso  and  the  other  princes. 

The  prof^ssioD  advanced  to  the  principal 
mosque,  which  ha<l  been  puriRed  aod  conse- 
crated ns  a  Christian  temple,  where  the  triumphal 
car  of  the  Uoly  Virgin  was  placed  at  the  grand 
nllar.  Here  the  pious  king  knelt  and  relumed 
thanks  to  Heaven  and  the  Virgin  for  lhi>  signal 
victory,  and  all  present  chnnied  Te  Deum  Laa- 
damtit. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


I>e«th  of  King  Feniiuido. 


HEN  King  Fenmndo  bad  regulaS 
evi'iylliidg  for  llie  good  govcrument 
arid  pnjsperily  of  Seville,  \ni  sullied 
forlii  Willi  his  tiinquering  army  to  subdue  llio 
surrounding  country.  He  soon  brouglit  uudcr 
subjection  Xerez,  Klediun  Sidunia,  Aluit,  Bepel, 
and  mtiny  other  plnces  near  ibe  a«H-coaBt;  book 
Burrendered  voluntHrily,  others  were  luken  by 
force ;  he  mnlnbiined  a  strict  pence  witb  hi»  vaA- 
sal  the  King  of  Granada,  hut  finding  not  suffi- 
cient scope  for  his  nrrn^  in  Spain,  and  being  in- 
flamed with  a  holy  zeiil  in  ihe  cause  of  the  fftith, 
he  determined  lo  pnas  over  into  Africti,  and  re- 
taliate upon  the  Moslems  their  daring  invafiou 
of  his  country.  For  this  purpose  he  ordered  a. 
powerful  nnnHiIn  to  be  prepared  iu  the  ports  of 
Cantuhria,  to  bo  put  under  the  command  of  the 
bold  Admiral  Bonifaz. 

In  ihc  midst  of  his  preparations,  which  spread 
consternation  throughout  MnuritaTiin.  the  piooB 
king  fell  dangerously  ill  at  Seville  of  a  dropsy. 
When  lie  found  his  dying  hour  approaching,  he 
made  his  de»tli-bed  coufcs^ion,  and  requested  ibe 
holy  Sacrament  lo  be  admluislered  lu  him.  A 
train  of  bi»bops  and  other  clergy,  among  whom 
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was  his  son  Philip,  Archbishop  of  Seville, 
brought  the  Sacrament  into  his  presence.  The 
king  rose  from  his  bed,  threw  himself  on  his 
knees,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck  and  a  crucifix 
in  his  hand,  and  poured  forth  his  soul  in  peni- 
tence and  prayer.  Having  received  the  viatica 
and  the  holy  Sacrament,  he  ix>mmanded  all  orna- 
ments of  royalty  to  be  taken  from  hLs  chamber. 
He  assembled  his  children  round  his  bedside,  and 
blessed  his  son  the  Prince  Alfonso,  as  his  Gret- 
bom  and  ihe  heir  of  his  throne,  giving  him  ex- 
cellent advice  for  the  government  of  his  kingdom, 
and  charging  him  to  protect  the  interests  of  bis 
brethren.  The  pious  king  afterwards  fell  into  an 
ecstasy  or  trance,  in  which  lie  beheld  angels 
watching  round  his  bed  to  bear  his  soul  to  Lea- 
ven. He  awoke  from  this  in  a  stale  of  beaveniy 
rapture,  and,  asking  for  a  candle,  he  took  it  in 
fais  hand  and  made  his  ultimate  profession  of  the 
faith.  He  then  requested  the  clergy  present  to 
repeat  tbe  litanies,  and  to  chant  the  Te  Deupt 
Laudamta.  In  chanting  the  first  verse  of  the 
hymn,  the  king  gently  inclined  his  head,  with 
perfect  serenity  of  countenance,  and  rendered  np 
his  spirit.  "  Tlie  hymn,"  says  the  ancient  chron- 
icle, "  which  was  begun  on  earth  by  men,  was 
continued  by  the  voices  of  angels,  which  were 
heard  by  all  present."  These  doubtless  were  the 
angels  which  the  king  in  his  ecstasy  had  beheld 
around  his  couch,  and  which  now  aci«mpanied 
him,  in  his  glorious  ascent  to  heaven,  with  songs 
^^  of  holy  triumph.  Nor  was  it  in  his  chamber 
^K       alone  that  these  voices  were  heard,  but  in  all  the 
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royal  alcazars  of  SeTiUe,  the  sweetest  raices 
were  faeard  in  the  air  and  Eernphic  mnsic,  as  of 
nngelk  choirs,  al  the  momcnl  that  the  sainted 
king  espired.'  He  died  on  the  30lh  of  URf, 
tie  vespers  uf  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  the  year  of 
the  iDcaruatiiiu  cue  thousand  two  hundred  nnil 
forly-two,  Rged  seventy-three  years  —  buving 
reigned  thirty-five  years  over  Caadle  itad  Iwenlj 

Two  days  nfier  his  death  he  was  iuCerred  h 
Ilia  royal  uhapel  in  the  Holy  Church,  in  n  6^ol- 
chro  of  alabaster,  which  slill  remains.  Ii  is  ai- 
serted  by  grave  authors  that  at  the  time  of  pul' 
ling  his  body  in  the  sepulchre,  the  choir  of  angell 
again  was  heard  chanting  his  eulogium,  and  filling 
the  air  wiili  aweet  melody  in  prabe  of  his  rir- 
tues.' 

When  Alhumar,  the  Moorish  king  of  Grannda, 
heard  of  his  death,  he  caused  great  demonstra- 
tions of  mourning  to  be  made  throughout  h'a 
dominions.  During  hia  life  he  sent  yearly  a 
Dumber  of  Moors  wilh  one  hundred  wax  tapers, 
to  assist  at  his  exequies,  which  ceremony  was 
observed  by  his  successors,  until  the  time  of  the 
conquest  of  Grauadu  by  Fernando  the  CntliolJc-' 

1  Pablo  do  EspinoM,  Grandaai  dt  Strilla,  Tal.  IM.  Crot- 
ica  dd  Sanio  Rig,  c.  7fl.     aronn  Gatiea,  T.  a.  p.  160. 

*  Argolj  de  Moliuii,  Nublaa  de  AnJaltiau,  L.  1,  c  Sl- 
TomM  Bocio,  Signala  dt  la  Igkiia.  L.  20,  Don  Rodri^ 
Sanchez,  Hi  shop  of  Pule  tic  in,  p<.  3,  c.  40. 

•  Pabio  de  KBpiiiow,  fol.  lis. 


SPANISH    KOMANCE, 


n 


'ou  a  legend 
,  drawu  frgm  Hcicieut  Spanish 
),  niid  may  oucaaionully  give  you 
a  few  riioie.  I  love  these  old  Spiiiiiah  themes, 
especially  when  they  huve  a  daali  of  the  Morisco 
iu  them,  aad  treat  of  the  timeis  when  the  Mos- 
lems maiutaiiiiid  n  foothold  in  the  peninsula. 
They  have  a  high,  spicy,  orieulal  flavor,  not  to 
be  found  in  any  other  themes  that  are  merely 
European.  In  fact,  Spain  is  a  country  that 
stands  alone  in  the  midst  of  Europe  —  severed 
in  hubitE,  manners,  and  modes  of  thinking  from 
all  its  continental  neighbors.  It  is  a  romantic 
country ;  hut  its  romance  has  none  of  tie  aeuti- 
menlalily  of  modern  European  romance ;  it  ia 
chiefly  derived  Irom  tbe  brilliant  i-egiona  of  the 
East,  and  from  the  high-minded  school  of  Sara- 
cenic chivalry. 

The  Arab  invasion  and  conquest  brought  a 
higher  civilization,  and  a  nobler  style  of  thinking 
into  Gothic  Spain.  The  Arabs  were  a  quick- 
witted, sagacious,  proud-spirited,  and  poetical 
people,  and  were    imbued  with   oriental  science 


k 
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became  ambitious  of  iran'ceiiHiitg  ench  other  in 
magnanimity  ns  well  as  valor.  Indeed,  the  cliiv- 
alrie  virtues  wore  refined  upon  to  a  degree  some- 
times faBtidtnu:^  and  constrained,  but  at  other 
time§  inexpressibly  Doble  and  affecting.  The 
annals  of  the  limea  teetn  with  illustriouB  in- 
Btances  of  high- wrought  courtesy,  romaniiu  gen- 
erocity,  lofty  diainlerealednew,  and  puncti lions 
honor,  that  warm  the  very  soiil  lo  read  them. 
The?e  have  furnished  themes  for  national  plays 
■od  poems,  or  have  been  celebrated  in  those  sll- 
pervading  ballads,  which  are  bs  the  ure-farenth 
of  the  people,  and  thus  have  eoiitinned  to  exer- 
cise an  influence  on  tlie  national  character  which 
centuries  of  vicissitude  and  decline  have  not  been 
able  to  destroy ;  so  that,  with  all  llieir  faults,  and 
they  are  many,  the  Spaniards,  even  at  the  present 
day,  are,  on  many  points,  (lie  most  high-minded 
and  proud-spirited  people  of  Europe.  It  is  true, 
the  romance  of  feeling  derived  from  the  sources 
I  have  mentioned  has,  like  all  other  romance,  its 
sHectntions  and  extreme.*.  It  renders  the  Span- 
ianl  at  limes  pompous  and  gntudiloquent ;  prone 
lo  carry  the  "  pundoner."  or  point  of  honor,  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  sober  sense  and  sound  moral- 
ity i  disposed,  in  the  midst  of  poverty,  to  affect 
the  "  grande  caballero,"  and  to  look  down  with 
sovereign  disdain  upon  arts  "  mechanical,"  and  all 
the  gainful  purauils  of  plebeian  life  ;  but  this 
very  inflation  of  spirit,  while  it  fills  his  bruin 
with  vapors,  lifts  him  above  a  thousand  mean- 
nesses; and  though  it  often  keeps  him  in  indi- 
gence, ever  protects  him  from  vulgarily. 

In  the  present  day,  when  popular  literature  is 
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LEGEND  OF  DON  MUNIO  SANCHO  DE 
HINOJOSA. 


BS^SlN  [lie  cloisters  of  the  ancient  Benedic- 
^C  Mj  line  convent  af  Sau  Domingo,  at  Silos, 
ig*«^^  in  Ca»tile,  are  ilic  mouldering  jet  mag- 
nifictiit  raormments  of  [lie  once  powerful  and 
chivalrous  family  of  Hinojosa.  Among  these 
reclines  the  marble  figure  of  ji  knight,  in  com- 
plBle  armor,  with  the  hands  pressed  together,  aa 
if  in  prayer.  On  one  side  of  his  tomb  is  sculp- 
tured, in  relief,  a.  band  of  Christian  cavaliers 
capturing  a  cavalcade  of  male  and  female  Moors  ; 
on  the  other  side,  the  Eniue  cavaliers  are  repre- 
sented kneeling  before  an  aliar.  The  tomb,  like 
most  of  the  neighboring  monuments,  ia  almost  in 
ruins,  and  the  sculpture  is  nearly  unintelligible, 
excepting  lo  the  keen  eye  of  the  andquary. 
The  story  connected  with  the  sepulchre,  however, 
is  still  preserved  in  the  old  Spanish  chronicles, 
and  is  to  the  following  purport  r  — 

In  old  times,  several  hundred  years  ago,  there 
was  a  noble  CHStilian  cavidier,  named  Don  Mu- 
nio  Sancho  do  Hinojosa,  lord  of  a  border  castle, 
which  had  stood  the  brunt  of  many  a  Moorish 
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■poBBB  cf  w  hard/  and  ainliuai  a  fan|^i 
and  «ao7  a  (car  did  the  paor  lad;  Aad  wbcn  ba 
lallhni  Ibrtli  vpoa  hit  dariag  u>hj[irUta,  and 
BMBjr  a  prajrer  £d  vhe  oAr  ap  fiir  bi?  nfetj. 

A>  this  doagbtj  cavalier  waa  ooe  daj  himtiDg, 
be  Matiooed  hia»eir  ta  a  Ifaiekec,  on  Ibe  borden 
of  a  graea  gUde  of  tbe  ferest,  and  di»p«n«d  his 
fijQowen  lo  roata  tbe  game  aod  drive  it  towards 
fak  Hand.  Be  had  ml  been  bere  long  when  a 
caralcade  of  Moon,  of  botb  aexe^  uune  prank- 
ing over  the  fureai  Uwa.  They  were  unarmed. 
Hnd  magnificenlly  drened  in  robc»  of  ti^ne  and 
embroidery,  rich  shairb  of  India,  broceleta  and 
ankleta  of  gold,  and  jewels  that  sparkled  in  tbe 
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At  ihe  head  of  this  gay  cavalcaile  rode  n 
yoalbful  cavslier,  superior  to  the  rest  in  dignity 
and  loftiness  of  demeaoor,  and  in  splendor  of 
attire ;  beside  biro  was  a  damsel,  wbose  veil. 
Mown  naide  by  the  breeze,  displayed  a  face  of 
■arpasaiog  beauty,  and  eyes  cast  down  in  maiden 
modesty,  yet  beaming  with  tenderness  and  joy. 

Don  Munio  thanked  his  stars  for  sending  him 
eucb  a  prize,  and  exulted  at  the  thought  of  bear- 
ing home  Id  Ilia  wife  the  glittering  spoils  of  these 
ioSdels,  Putting  his  hunting-honi  lo  bis  lips,  he 
gave  a  blast  that  rung  through  the  forest.  His 
huntsmen  came  running  from  all  quarters,  and 
ihe  astonished  Moors  were  surrounded  and  made 
captiTes. 

The  beautiful  Moor  wrung  her  hands  in  de- 
■pair,  and  her  female  attendants  uttered  the  most 
piercing  cries.  The  young  Moorish  eavalier 
•lone  retained  self-poBSession.  He  inquired  the 
name  of  the  Christian  knight  who  commanded 
tiiis  troop  of  horsemen.  When  told  that  il  was 
Don  Munio  Saneho  de  Uinojosa,  liis  countenance 
lighted  up.  Approaching  that  (■avalier,  and 
kissing  his  banil.  "  Don  Munio  Sancbo,"  said  he, 
I  have  heard  of  your  fame  as  a  true  and  val- 
iant knight,  terrible  in  arms,  but  schooled  in  the 
noble  virtues  of  chivalry.  Such  do  1  trust  to 
find  you.  In  me  you  behold  Abadil,  eon  of  a 
Moorish  alcaid.  I  am  on  the  way  lo  celebrate 
my  nuptials  with  this  lady ;  chance  has  thrown 
us  in  your  power,  but  I  confide  in  your  magna- 
nimity. Take  all  our  treasure  and  jewels ;  de- 
mand what  rausora  you   think    proper    for  our 
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Whan  ifae  good  ludgla  bewd  this  appeal,  maA 
bdteU  Uw  hevnj  of  (h«  7<m(U«1  pvr,  U>  Iwvt 
WM  loocbeH  wiiA  tendenUM  and  eovrlesj.  *  Gai 
fcrbid,"  MHd  he,  -ihal  I  «bcMU  diattah  mA 
h»fff  DDptiala.  Mj  fnaoott*  ta  trotb  riuD  jt 
be,  for  ftfteen  dB^is  md  imnnred  widnn  bj 
caeile,  wbere  I  daim.  aa  onqnenir,  tbe  right  of 
celebrating  jroar  eipomab.'* 

So  Mfing,  he  dkpaidied  ooe  of  his  fleetest 
bonemen  in  MJvaace,  to  onuT/  DoBa.  Haria 
Palaciii  or  ibe  coming  of  this  bridal  partjr; 
while  he  and  his  hantsmen  escorted  tbe  caval- 
endc,  not  >«  captors,  bat  lu  a  gmtrd  of  boaor. 
An  tbey  dreir  neiir  to  the  castle,  the  banners  wen 
hiitig  fiui,  and  the  Irompels  souttded  frooi  iha 
halileniiinlii ;  and  on  their  nearer  appraach,  the 
drawbridge  was  lowered,  nnd  DoBa  Maria  came 
forth  to  meet  them,  attended  bj  her  ladies  and 
knight*,  ber  pages  and  her  minstrels.  Sbe  took 
the  foiiiig  bride,  Allifra,  in  her  arms,  kissed  her 
with  ttie  tenilemess  of  a  sister,  and  condncted 
her  into  the  castle.  In  the  mean  time,  Don  Mu- 
Dio  Mul  forth  roiiwives  in  every  direction,  and 
had  viands  and  dunties  of  all  kinds  collected 
from  the  country  round ;  and  tbe  wedding  of  the 
Moorish  loverH  vim  celebrated  with  all  possible 
abiti)  and  festivity.  For  fifle«D  days  the  caslle 
was  given  up  !□  joy  and  revelry.  Th 
tiltings  nnd  jousts  at  tlie  ring,  and  bull'Sghts, 
aad  banquets,  and  dances  to  the  sound  of  mio- 
Htreisy.     When  tbe  fifleeu  days  were  at  an  end, 
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he  made  the  bride  and  bridegroom  cmigtiiricetit 
preseots,  aud  conducied  them  and  their  atlendauta 
safei;  beyond  the  borderr*.  Sucli,  in  oM  limes, 
were  the  courtesy  auil  generoaitjr  of  a  Spaiiii'h 
cavalier. 

Several  yearB  aller  this  event,  the  king  of 
Castile  aumtDoned  his  nobles  to  asf<iat  him  in  k 
campaign  against  the  Moors,  Don  Mmiiu  San- 
cho  was  among  the  first  to  answer  to  ihe  call, 
■with  seventy  hor^men,  all  stanch  and  nell-lried 
'warriore.  His  wiie,  DoSa  Maria,  hutig  about 
his  neck.  "  Alas,  my  loni ! "  exrlnimed  she, 
"how  often  wilt  thou  tempt  thy  fate,  and  when 
will  thy  thirst  for  glory  be  appeaaed  ?  " 

"One  bailie  more,"  replied  Don  Miinlo,  "one 
battle  more,  for  ibe  honor  of  Ca^lile,  nnil  I  here 
make  a  vow  that  when  this  is  orer,  I  wUi  lay  by 
my  sword,  and  repair  with  my  cnvnliers  in  ptl- 
grimiige  to  the  Sepulchre  of  our  Lord  at  Jerusa- 
lem," The  cavaliers  all  joined  with  liim  in  Ihe 
TOW,  and  Dona  Maria  felt  In  some  degree 
«oolhed  in  spirit;  still,  she  saw  with  a  henvy 
heart  Ihe  departure  of  her  husband,  and  waiched 
his  banner  with  wistful  eyes,  until  it  disappeared 
among  the  trees  of  the  forest. 

Tlie  king  of  Ca.-itiUi  led  his  army  lo  (he  plains 
of  SalmaDara,  where  ihoy  encountered  the  Moor- 
ish hosi,  near  to  Ueles.  The  buttle  was  long 
and  bloody;  the  Christians  repeatedly  wavei-ed, 
and  were  as  oflen  rallied  by  the  energy  of  their 
commanders.  Don  Munio  was  covered  with 
wounds,  but  refused  lo  leave  the  Held.  The 
Christians  at  length  gave  way,  and  (he  king  was 
hardly  pressed,  and  in  danger  of  being  captured. 
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Wbile  the  battle  kd  bcea  i^^  oa  ifa  plain 
of  Salmaoan,  DoAa  Maria  Fkladn  f— aiaeJ  in 
bcr  cMlle,  a  pnj  to  the  keeneM  anxietj'.  Ber 
«7n  itere  ever  fixed  o«  the  road  tbat  led  fron 
the  oixmtrj  of  the  Koon,  aad  aftea  she  asked 
the  waUJiiodui  of  the  tower,  "What  leeai  tboa?" 

Oite  erttdag,  at  the  afaadowj  boor  of  twSighC. 
the  warden  Botmded  hif  bom.  "  I  iee> "  cried 
be, "  a  aotneroiN  ttan  winding  up  the  rsOej. 
Tlwte  are  mJngkd  Uoora  and  Cbriotiana. 
banner  of  my  kttd  is  i      '         ~ 
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de  HtDojosa.  He  received  for  reply,  that  on  the 
yarj  day  specified  thai  worthy  Itnighl.  with  sev- 
enty of  his  followers,  had  been  eiaia  in  battle. 
These,  therefore,  must  have  been  the  blcnsed 
spirits  of  those  Christioo  warriors,  come  to  fulfill 
their  vow  of  a  pilgrimage  lo  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
at  Jerusalem.  Such  was  Casliliaii  faith  in  tho 
oldeu  lime,  which  kept  its  word,  even  beyond  the 

If  any  oue  should  doubt  of  the  miraculous 
apparitiou  of  these  pliantom  knights,  let  him  cod- 
sult  (h<!  "  History  of  the  Kings  of  Castile  and 
Leon,  "  by  the  learned  and  pious  Fray  Prudencio 
de  Sandoval,  Bbhop  of  Pamplona,  where  he  will 
find  it  recorded  in  Uie  History  of  the  King  Don 
Alonzo  VI.,  on  the  hundred  and  second  page. 
It  is  too  precious  a  legend  to  be  lightly  aban- 
doned to  the  doubter. 
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